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July   14,    1977 


A  WORD  OF  WELCOME 
TO  THE  RESIDENTS  OF  OHIO 
AND  ALL  OUR  GUESTS 


I  would  like  to  extend  best  wishes  to  you  and  yours  throughout 
our  Centennial  Celebration. 

I  hope  that  this  special  occasion  of  our  lOOth  anniversary  will 
bring  back  old  friends,  as  well  as  new. 

The  spirit  of  unity  which  prevails  among  the  many  committees 
producing  this  program  gives  rise  to  hopes  for  a  promising 
future  for  our  small  community. 

May  you  and  yours  get  together,  reminisce,  participate,  and 
enjoy  the  festivities. 


Most  Sincerely, 

Robert  E.  Kerr 
VI 1 lage  President 


REK:pr 


Robert  Kerr,  Village  President 
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Introduction 


AERIAL  VIEW  OF  OHIO  1977 


We,  the  Ohio  Centennial  Memorabilia  Committee, 
would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  our  thanks  to 
the  wonderful  people  of  this  community  for  their  over- 
whelming response  to  our  request  for  histories  of  Ohio 
families.  We  wish  we  could  have  published  each  and  every 
detail  pertaining  to  individual  families,  but  we  know  that  you 
realize  this  was  impossible.  Nearly  everyone  we  contacted 
sard  to  edit  any  portion  we  thought  necessary.  The  intention 
of  this  committee  was  not  to  make  a  family  tree,  but  a  family 
history  of  the  people  of  the  Ohio  area,  starting  with  when  they 
came  to  Ohio.  Any  editing  was  done  by  members  of  the  com- 
mittee working  in  groups  and  not  by  any  one  individual. 

As  we  have  talked  with  people  and  scanned  books, 
newspapers,  and  past  histories,  we  have  learned  much  about 
Ohio  and  its  people.  Again,  to  include  every  detail  and  hap- 
pening was  impossible,  but  we  have  endeavored  to  give  an 
interesting  and  condensed  history  of  our  village  and  the 
surrounding  community.  We  do  not  claim  perfection  in  this 
book;  even  though  we  have  checked  and  rechecked  spellings 
and  dates,  there  will  undoubtedly  be  errors.  For  these  we 
apologize  but  assume  no  responsibility  for  such  errors.  If 
exception  is  taken  to  anything  here  printed  or  omitted,  please 


make  a  note  of  it  and  contact  the  committee  at  the  Sesqul- 
Centennial  Celebration  in  2027. 

We  feel  we  live  in  the  greatest  community  in  the  world, 
blessed  with  the  best  people  there  are.  Without  knowing  this 
in  advance  of  our  plans  for  this  Centennial,  we  would  not 
have  undertaken  this  project. 

We  hope  you  enjoy  this  book  and  enjoy  yourself  at  your 
Ohio  Centennial  Celebration. 


Memorabilia  Committee 

Bob  and  Barbara  Draper  -  Chairmen 

Louise  (McDonald)  Gorman  -  Vice  Chairman 

Patricia  (Burke)  Doran  -  Secretary 

Bill  and  Kay  Anderson 

Althea  (Hawks)  Krapff 

Clella  (Corbin)  Johnson 

Lenore  (loder)  Carey 

Sally  (Clark)  Tornow 

Bonnie  (Tornow)  Etheridge 

Mrs.  Kathleen  Hamnett 

Joyce  (Conner)  Draper 


Dedication 


This  book  is  respectfully  dedicated  to  the 

"Biggest  Little  City  in  the  State" 
and  to  the  people  who  have  made  It  so. 


AERIAL  VIEW  OF  OHIO  1977 


PROCLAMATION 
I,  Mayor  Charles  F.  Anderson,  do  hereby  proclaim  the  year  1977  as 
the  Centennial  year  of  the  Village  of  Ohio,  County  of  Bureau,  State  of 


M 1 inols; 

WHEREAS:   a  petition  of  leqal  notice  of  the  proposed  Village  of  OhI 

was  filed  with  the  County  Judge,  December  Fourth,  1876,  praying  to  have 

the  following  territory  Incorporated  as  the  Village  of  Ohio,  to  wit: 

All  of  section  number  nine  (9),  the  north  half  of  the  north 
half  of  section  sixteen  (16),  the  north  east  quarter  of  the 
north  east  quarter  of  section  seventeen  (17),  and  the  east 
half  of  the  east  half  of  section  eight  (8),  all  In  township 
number  eighteen  (18),  north  of  Range  number  nine  (9)  and 
east  of  the  fourth  principal  meridian. 


and  upon  the  eleventh  day  of  December,  1876,  Jesse  Emerson,  Judge  of  the 


County,  did  fl> 


Thursday,  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  December,  I876, 


as  the  time  for  holding  said  election.   Forty-four  ('*'4)  votes  were  cast 
for  Village  Organization  and  seven  (7)  votes  against  Village  Organization; 
WHEREUPON  It  was  declared  by  the  Judge  of  the  County  Court  that  the 
territory  above  described  be  Incorporated  as  the  Village  of  Ohio  under 
the  General  law  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  approved  April  tenth,  1872; 
and  in  force  July  first,  1872.   The  said  Jesse  Emerson,  Judge  of  the 


County  Court  the 


issued  a  call  for  an  election  of  the  proper  officers 


to  be  held  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  January,  1877,  and  appointed  J.  H. 
Bowius,  Peter  Conrad  and  Chas.  Doty  to  act  as  Judges  of  said  election  and 
A.  S.  Walter  and  A.  R.  Scott  as  clerl<s  of  said  election  to  canvas  the 
result  of  such  election  and  cause  the  same  to  be  entered  upon  the  records 
of  said  Vi 1 iage  of  Ohio. 


WHEREAS:   The 


Jtes  of  the  first  meeting  of  the  Village  Trustees 


recorded  on  January  22,  1877,  I  hereby  proclaim  1977  as  the  Centennial  Year 


of  the  Vi I iage  of 


Illinois,  which  is  rich  in  history  and  in  the  promise 


and  potential 


3l  offers  each  of  us 


the  opportunity  to  joi 


low  ci t I zens 


ng  the  past  and 


for  the  future. 


.J^ 


jLtcL' 


/,  ^t.,^.. 


Charles    F.    Anderson,   Mayor 


Lucllla    F.    Gugerty,    C)/ri<     y-'f 


Ohio  Centennial  Proclamation 


SIGNING  OFTHE  PROCLAMATION 

Seated:  Charles  Anderson,  Village  President  and  Francis  Snodgrass,  Centennial  President.  Standing 
left  to  right:  Loren  Owens,  Dick  Swanson,  Jim  Spratt,  Mary  Johnson,  James  J.  Dunn,  Lucilla  Gugerty 
and  Curtis  Saltzman. 


City  Hall  was  built  in  1898    Also  shows  additions  lo  waterworks  building  in  1928. 


The  following  is  a  greeting  to  the  Citizens  of  Ohio  from 
President  Jimmie  Carter  in  response  to  a  letter  he  received 
from  Christopher  Ogan.  Christopher,  six  year  old  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wm.  Ogan  of  rural  Ohio,  drew  a  picture  of  himself 
for  the  President  and  with  the  help  of  his  mother,  wrote  a 
letter  telling  President  Carter  of  Ohio's  Centennial. 


CHRISTOPHER  OGAN 


THK    WHITE   HOUSE 

\\ASHIXGTON 

May  17,  1977 


TO  THE  CITIZENS  OF  OHIO,  ILLINOIS 


Congratulations  on  the  one  hundredth 
anniversary  of  your  community. 

In  celebrating  this  important  milestone 
in  your  history,  you  can  take  pride  in 
the  values  and  ideals  that  have  made 
your  community  and  our  Nation  grow  and 
prosper. 

May  the  vitality  and  spirit  of  your 
people  continue  to  help  build  a  better 
America  and  a  better  world. 

Sincerely, 


C^ec/^ 


Uk^ 


History  of  Ohio^s  Government 


OHIO  VILLAGE  BOARD  1977 
Trustees,    left   to   right:    Richard    Swanson,    Loren 
Owens,  James  Dunn,  Mary  Johnson,  James  Spratt, 
Robert  Kerr. 

Seated:  Lucilla  Gugerty,  Clerk;  Charles  Anderson, 
President:  Zelma  Kerr,  Treasurer. 


as  Chandlers  Pond  (southeast  corner  of  Village  off  Route 
92)  which  for  several  years  was  used  as  a  dumping  grounds. 
In  November,  1974  this  site  was  filled  in  and  landscaped 
and  the  Ohio  Memorial  Park  came  into  existence.  In  1975  and 
1976  trees  were  planted,  picnic  tables  set  up,  lights  installed 
and  two  fine  tennis  courts  built  which  are  flooded  in  winter 
for  ice  skating. 

On  April  15,  1975  the  Sewer  Bond  issue  was  voted 
on  and  passed  -  167  to  86.  A  veteran  town  board  member 
of  37  years,  John  Stevenson,  stated  in  a  quote  in  a  news- 
paper article  in  1956  when  the  town  had  paid  off  a  debt  - 
"You're  going  to  have  to  put  in  a  sewerage  system  sooner 
or  later".  He  passed  away  in  1967  -  and  never  got  to  say 
"I  told  you  so". 

On  Jan.  27,  1977  land  for  the  Sanitary  Sewer  Treat- 
ment Plant  was  purchased  from  Ed  and  Elizabeth  Blaine  - 
5.91  acres.  Work  on  this  operation  is  slated  to  start  this 
Centennial  Year. 

The  Town  Board  members  serving  our  community 
this  Centennial  Year  are:  Mayor  -  Charles  Anderson,  Village 
Clerk  -  Lucilla  Gugerty,  Treasurer  -  Zelma  Kerr,  Water 
Supt.  -  Curtis  Saltzman.  Trustees  are:  James  J.  Dunn, 
Mary  C.  Johnson,  Robert  Kerr,  Loren  D.  Owens,  James 
Spratt,  and  Richard  W.  Swanson. 

Note:  It  so  happened  in  this  Centennial  Year  that  a 
Village  Election  was  scheduled  and  in  April,  Robert  Kerr 
was  elected  Mayor  of  the  Village  and  Charles  Thomas 
assumed  the  vacancy  on  the  Village  Board  replacing  Mr. 
Kerr. 


Ohio  was  incorporated  January  22,  1877.  The  following 
officers  were  the  first  governing  body:  President,  O.  E. 
Dewey;  Village  Clerk,  Geo.  Baker;  Trustees:  J.  H.  Bowlus, 
P.  J.  Conrad,  M.  Pagan,  G.  Rechenback,  Frank  Sherman 
and  H.  Smith. 

The  first  ordinance  passed  by  this  group  was  "Peace 
and  Quiet".  Fines  imposed  for  disturbing  the  peace, 
assault,  etc.,  ranged  from  $2.00  to  $200.00. 

John  Welsel  was  authorized  to  be  the  lamplighter.  He 
had  to  furnish  the  oil  and  wicks  and  his  wages  were  $13.00 
per  month.  He  had  a  small  ladder  which  he  used  to  climb 
up  and  clean,  fill  and  light  the  kerosene  lamps  at  various 
parts  of  the  business  district.  At  midnight  he  came  around 
and  put  out  the  lights. 

An  early  ordinance  stated:  "That  it  shall  be  unlawful 
for  any  animal,  of  the  species  of  horse,  mule,  ass,  cattle, 
sheep,  goat  or  swine  to  run  at  large  in  said  Village  of  Ohio". 
In  1967,  this  ordinance  was  amended  making  it  unlawful 
for  dogs  to  run  at  large. 

Another  early  ordinance  stated  "that  any  person  hitching 
their  horse  or  any  other  animal  to  a  fence,  ornament  or 
Shade  tree  was  subject  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  dollar 
nor  more  than  fen." 

In  1895,  the  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company  re- 
ceived permission  to  establish  their  services  in  Ohio. 

In  1898  the  City  Hall,  constructed  of  bricks,  was  built 
at  a  cost  of  $4000.  This,  a  two  story  building,  housed  the 
fire  fighting  equipment  and  three  jail  cells  on  the  first 
floor,  and  the  village  council  meetings  were  held  on  the 
second  floor. 

In  June  1899,  a  franchise  was  given  to  Sam  Milliken 
to  erect  a  steam  operated  electric  light  plant  to  furnish 
electricity  for  street  lighting  and  power  to  operate  the  well 
pumps.  Lights  were  first  turned  on  September  29,  1899. 
This  plant  was  used  until  1927,  when  Illinois  Northern 
Utilities  installed  their  services. 

The  Natural  Gas  Ordinance  Bond  issue  was  passed 
in  1965, and  Northern  Illinois  Gas  installed  their  services. 
The  Garbage  Disposal  ordinance  was  issued  in  June,  1960. 

In  1920  the  Village  Board  purchased  the  land  designated 


VILLAGE  PRESIDENTS 

1   J.  H.  Bowlus  Jan.  1877 

-Apr.  1877 

2  0.  E.  Dewey 

1877-1878 

3  J.  W.  Ross 

1878-1879 

4  J.  H.  Bowlus 

1879-1881 

5  J.G.  Ruff 

1881-1882 

6  A.  N.  Richardson 

1882-1886 

7  M.  J.  Dolan 

1886-1888 

8  A.  N.  Richardson 

1888-1889 

9  D.  M.  Smith 

1889-1890 

10  Fenwick  Anderson 

1890-1892 

11   W.S.Wilson 

1892-1895 

12  Z.  S.  Hills 

1895-1897 

13  F.  R   Anderson 

1897-1899 

14  H.  S.  Pomeroy 

1899-1902 

15  A.  J.  Anderson 

1902-1905 

16  P.  P.  Michael 

1905-1907 

17  M.  E.  Cadwalader 

1907-1913 

18  P.  P.  Michael 

1913-1917 

19  A.  C.  Ruff 

1917-1923 

20  J.H.Neis 

1923-1927 

21   Frank  Ouinn 

1927-1931 

22  Peter  Spohn 

1931-1933 

23  W.  F.  Anderson 

1933-1945 

24  Gilbert  Anderson 

1945-1949 

25  Charles  Smith 

1949-1957 

26  Elmer  Partridge 

1957-1959 

27  William  S'tsler 

1959-1969 

28  Charles  Anderson 

1969-1977 

29  Robert  Kerr 

1977- 

Early  History  of  the  Village  of  Ohio 
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MAIN  STREET  EARLY  1880's 

Old  kerosene  street  lights  and  city  well  to  right  of     picture. 


The  land  upon  which  our  fine  village  is  built  was  once 
a  land  of  prairie  grasses  and  wild  flowers  with  only  an  In- 
dian trail  here  and  there.  Herds  of  buffalo  roamed  the 
prairie,  and  as  late  as  1815,  small  herds  were  seen.  In  1831, 
a  large  buffalo  bull  was  seen  on  the  prairie  north  of  Dad 
Joe  Grove. 

Dad  Joe  Smith  settled  at  the  grove  in  1828,  and  was 
the  only  white  man  in  Ohio  township  for  several  years.  A 
few  travelers  passed  through  on  the  Peoria-Galena  Road. 
It  is  interesting  to  note.  Dad  Joe  Smith  settled  in  Ohio  Town- 
ship forty-nine  years  before  Ohio  was  incorporated.  Dad  Joe 
sold  his  claim  to  a  T.  S.  Elston,  who  sold  it  to  Jacob  Albrecht 
in  the  fifties. 

Jacob  Albrecht  soon  moved  to  a  small  house  which 
stood  a  quarter  mile  west  of  the  intersection  of  Route  92  and 
26.  When  the  railroad  came  through,  Jacob  contracted 
to  build  part  of  the  grade  and  laid  out  a  village  on  his  farm, 
fvlr.  Albrecht  wanted  the  town  named  after  him,  and  on  the 
deeds  he  started  selling  in  1871,  the  name  is  '"Albrecht". 
Within  five  year's  time,  the  population  was  three  hundred. 
Other  settlers  from  Chaumont,  New  York,  wanted  the  town 
named  "Chaumont";  perhaps  there  were  othe  suggestions 
also,  but  factions  failed  to  agree,  and  the  railroad  named  the 
town  "Ohio"  after  the  early  post  office  which  had  been  in 
operation  southwest  of  town.  The  name  of  'Ohio"  was  soon 
legally  adopted,  and  the  Village  was  incorporated  January 
22,  1877. 


Ohio,  in  November  of  1870,  consisted  of  six  small  build- 
ings which  fronted  to  the  north  on  Railroad  Street.  A  grocery 
store  faced  the  south  and  was  conducted  by  John  F.  Walter, 
The  town  was  literally  surrounded  by  cornstalks,  and  there 
were  no  trees  in  sight.  The  grocery  stock  was  shipped  to 
Princeton  and  hauled  to  Ohio  by  wagon  until  the  railroad 
was  completed. 

The  railroad  had  previously  been  surveyed  and  graded 
through  Ohio  by  a  Company  called  "Air  Line".  However, 
no  (rack  was  laid  until  the  C.  8.  &  Q.  Railroad  Company 
took  it  over  and  completed  the  Mendota-Fulton  Branch 
during  the  winter  of  1870-71.  The  depot  was  built  at  this 
time  also.  The  first  train  to  come  whistling  through  the 
cornfields  and  across  the  prairie  was  in  1871,  and  the  first 
freight  was  for  Walter  Bros.  &  Co..  For  many  years  this 
railroad  has  served  the  people.  The  depot  was  torn  down 
in  1970  and  the  debris  hauled  away  on  box  cars.  Today, 
there  are  still  many  trains  through  Ohio,  but  the  only  freight 
unloaded  here  are  carloads  of  fertilizer. 

Mr.  Albrecht  had  planned  for  RailJ-oad  Street  to  be 
the  main  business  street  in  town.  In  the  spring  of  1871,  Mike 
Pagan  opened  a  butcher  shop.  A.  S.  Walter  went  in  business 
with  his  brother,  john,  in  1872,  and  created  the  firm  of 
Walter  Brothers  &  Co.,  a  general  store.  They  gradually 
bought  out  the  former  partners,  Williams  S.  Wilson,  Joseph 
G.  Wilson  and  Leander  T.  Pomeroy.  This  Walter  Bros.  & 
Co.  building  was  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Railroad  Street. 


Early  view  of  main  street  looking  south  thru  an  arch 
that   was   constructed    for   one   of    the   first   Corn 


Festival  parades  and  left  for  a  few  years  as  a  wel- 
come to  people  coming  to  town  to  trade. 


C.  B.  &  Q.  RAILROAD  STATION  AT  OHIO 
The  horses  are  ready  to  pull  a  float  in  the  Corn    Festival  Parade. 


It  was  then  that  the  businesses  turned  the  corner,  and  build- 
ings were  built  along  Main  Street  as  it  is  today. 

J.  H.  Bowlus  had  much  to  do  with  the  surveying  ana 
planning  of  the  town  and  the  sale  of  lots.  Our  Village  is 
indebted  to  him,  probably  more  than  to  any  other  man,  for 
its  wide  main  street,  fvlr.  Bowlus  had  much  foresight  and 
insisted  this  street  be  widened  to  eighty  feet. 

James  Wilson  was  the  first  lumber  dealer.  The  Conrad 
Bros,  had  a  grocery  store  and  later  added  dry  good  to  their 
grocery  stock.  O.  E.  Dewey  was  the  first  druggist,  and  J. 
H.  Bowlus  opened  the  first  furniture  store.  John  Wiesel  was 
a  shoemaker.  Jim  Ruff  and  W.  Hunt  were  the  first  hardware 
dealers  Peter  Demeratn  was  the  first  carriage  and  wagon 
maker,  and  John  Hogan  was  the  first  village  blacksmith, 
soon  followed  by  IVIr.  Neis. 

Frank  Schmaus  came  early  and  opened  a  harness  shop; 
later,  he  built  a  good  brick  building  for  the  same.  He  taught 
his  sons  to  make  a  good  harness  and  in  those  days  did  a  thriv- 
ing business.  He  had  a  glass  show  room  to  keep  the  dust  out 
and  sold  whips,  fine  saddles,  robes  and  all  the  fixings  for  a 
good  outfit  in  single  and  double  harness. 

Alva  Chandler  operated  the  first  livery  stable,  and  Dave 
Sheehan  kept  the  first  hotel.  This  hotel  was  located  across 
from  the  Depot  on  Railroad  Street,  and  it  was  later  kept  by 
George  Armstrong  and  his  wife.  They  probably  fed  more 
people  over  a  period  of  years  than  any  other  couple  who 
kept  the  hotel.  With  rail  being  the  best  means  of  trans- 
portation, there  were  regular  passenger  trains  which  passed 
through  Ohio  in  those  early  days.  This  hotel  was  destroyed 
by  fire  in  1923. 

Ohio,  being  a  prosperous  town,  had  large  amounts 
of  freight  shipped  by  rail,  and  it  took  nearly  an  hour  to  get 
it  unloaded.  These  freight  trains  also  had  a  passenger  car, 
and  many  salesmen,  or  "drummers"  as  they  were  called, 
would  ride  from  Chicago  to  Ohio.  While  the  freight  was  being 
unloaded,  the  salesmen  would  go  to  the  business  places 
and  get  orders  for  supplies  to  be  shipped  later.  A  few  minutes 
before  the  train  was  to  depart,  the  engineer  would  blow  the 
whistle;  the  salesmen  would  rush  back  to  the  train  and  go 


to  the  next  town  to  carry  on  their  business,  fvlany  times 
these  "drummers"  would  stay  overnight  at  the  hotel,  finish 
their  business,  and  catch  the  train  the  following  day. 

Art  Chase  and  his  brother,  W.  Chase,  were  the  first 
grain  and  livestock  buyers,  followed  by  J.  C.  Kessler  and  M. 
Grumbine.  All  grain,  hog,  and  cattle  checks  were  paid  by 
Walter  Bros.  &  Co.  until  a  bank  was  organized. 

Other  businesses  in  Ohio  in  1875  as  listed  by  old  his- 


George  S.  Jackson  installing  phone  lines  for  first 
phones  in  Ohio.  Ohio  was  allotted  ten  phones. 
Only  nine  phones  were  subscribed  so  Jacksons' 
took  the  tenth  one.  Their  phone  number  was  10 
until  the  dial  system  was  installed. 


Tories  and  accounts  were:  Ellis  &  Cook,  the  third  general 
store:  M.  J.  Dolan,  an  early  teacher:  Tracy  Williams  -  candy 
and  cigars:  Luther  &  Milliken,  furniture:  A.  W.  Chase, 
druggist:  H.  Smith,  general  store:  S.  W.  &  C.  D.  Pomeroy, 
men's  clothing  and  general  merchandise:  G.  Perry,  meats, 
hides  and  skins. 

J.  P.  Burnham.  a  carpenter,  operated  a  furniture  store 
and  undertaking  parlor  in  the  1870's.  According  to  his 
records,  a  child's  funeral  cost  $15,  and  the  more  expensive 
adult  funeral  cost  $160. 

In  1875,  the  old  town  hall  building  was  moved  from 
southeast  of  town  to  the  village,  and  several  feet  were  added 
to  its  length,  as  well  as,  two  ticket  rooms.  This  building  was 
also  called  Opera  Hall.  When  the  roller  skating  craze  struck 
Ohio,  Lou  Parson,  Charlie  Doty  and  C.  D.  Bowlus  laid  a  new 
hard  maple  floor.  All  the  nail  holes  had  to  be  drilled  in  the 
boards  so  they  would  not  split,  and  the  entire  floor  was 
sanded  by  hand.  These  men  had  never  laid  this  type  of 
floor  before,  and  after  all  the  hand  sanding  and  polishing, 
they  had  many  sore  aching  muscles.  They  claimed  they 
would  never  lay  another  floor  such  as  this. 

Dances  were  very  popular,  and  a  man  from  Chicago 
often  came  to  furnish  music.  Stephen  Pomeroy  was  the 
best  local  player  on  the  violin.  The  Minuet,  Redowa  and  Rye 
Waltz  were  among  the  favorite  dances.  The  men  often  turned 
out  in  full  dress  suits,  and  the  ladies  in  evening  gowns. 
Suppers  tor  the  dancers  were  sometimes  served  in  the  hall 
of  the  old  school  building  across  the  street. 

The  Lyceum  Bureau  entertained  in  the  hall,  and  later 
picture  shows  were  given  at  regular  intervals.  These  were 
called  the  "Nickelodeon",  admission  price  being  a  nickel. 
Commencement  exercises  for  the  first  graduating  classes 
of  the  high  school  were  held  in  this  hall.  This  old  town  hall 
was  replaced  with  a  smaller  building  and  is  used  today  as  a 
polling  place  at  election  time. 

Fred  Albreclit  began  a  well  drilling  business  in  1880, 
This  has  been  passed  on  down  through  the  generations, 
and  it  has  been  instrumental  in  keeping  the  people  of  our 
area  supplied  with  water. 


A.  S.  Wal'9'  Home  purchased  in  1903  by  Ohio 
Catholic  Church  and  in  1906, additional  rooms  were 
added  and  it  became  known  as  the  Mercy  Home. 


Jessie   Burnham,    first   telephone   operator;    office 
located  on  the  2nd  floor  of  her  father '  s  store. 


Cameron  Anderson  came  to  Ohio  in  the  eighties  and  ran 
a  mill.  He  had  a  brand  of  flour  called  "Tip  Top  Flour",  and  in 
big  letters  on  each  sack  were  these  lines,  "Tip  Top  Flour, 
Oh  I  See,  Made  From  Wheat  Grown  in  Bureau  and  Lee." 
The  engine  in  the  mill  was  a  Corless,  the  largest  of  its  time, 
first  shown  a  few  years  before  at  the  Centennial  Exposition 
in  1875  in  Philadelphia. 

!n  1882.  Wilson  &  Pomeroy  established  the  first  bank 
in  Ohio.  W.  S.  Wilson  was  president;  Sterling  Pomeroy 
was  vice  president;  R.  R.  Pomeroy,  cashier  and  A.  C.  Ruff, 
assistant  cashier  for  many  years.  The  bank  was  forced  to 
close  in  the  30 's  during  the  depression.  However,  before 
this  closing,  the  bank  was  the  victim  of  two  bank  robberies. 
One,  in  October  1923,  when  two  bandits  about  twenty-five 
years  of  age  ordered  the  employees  into  the  vault  and  closed 
the  gate.  The  men  excaped  in  a  car  with  $1400.  Eleven 
weeks  later,  six  men  attempted  to  blow  the  bank  safe.  They 
tied  up  the  night  watchman  at  three  A.  M.  and  tried  to  blow 
the  door  off  the  vault  with  nitro  glycerin.  They  made  three 
attempts,  and  the  fourth  time  the  front  window  of  the  bank 
was  blown  out.  The  noise  woke  the  people  living  near  the 
bank,  and  the  men  fled  on  foot,  going  north  out  of  town.  Four 
of  them  were  captured  near  the  Oberschelp  farm  about 
noon.  They  confessed  and  were  sentenced  to  three  to  fifteen 
years  at  Joliet  Prison 

R.  C.  Chandler  owned  some  property  on  the  edge  of 


THE  MERCY  HOME 

Known  as  Doran  Apartments 
since  early  1950's. 


town  where  there  was  a  pond.  In  the  winter  ice  was  cut  in 
squares  and  stored  in  the  ice  house  he  had  built.  He  delivered 
ice  to  Ohio  folks  for  many  years  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars 
for  the  season. 

In  the  1890's,  Mr.  McCreedy  established  a  whole 
nnilk  -  butter  plant.  Whole  milk  was  brought  in,  separated 
and  the  cream  churned.  This  butter  was  shipped  in  sixty 
pound  wooden  cartons  to  the  open  market  in  Chicago.  When 
cream  separators  became  popular  this  business  was  sold  to 
M.  E.  Cadwalader.  Wm.  Anderson  was  the  buttermaker  for 
Pomeroys  who  owned  the  business  after  Cadwaladers.  it  Is 
now  owned  by  Sislers. 

Levi  Stevenson  operated  the  first  barber  shop  In  1893, 
and  this  shop  was  kept  in  the  family  until  "Chub"  Steven- 
son retired  in  1961. 

We  have  listed  some  of  the  very  early  businesses.  How- 
ever, a  more  complete  list  of  past  and  present  businesses 
and  a  plat  of  their  location  will  be  found  in  this  book. 

Business  was  flourishing  during  the  1890's  and  the 
businessmen  accomplished  several  things.  An  arch  was 
constructed  over  Main  Street  as  a  welcome  to  patrons  coming 
to  Ohio  to  do  their  shopping.  It  was  also  at  this  time,  the  first 
blocks  of  cement  sidewalks  were  laid,  and  during  the  next 
five  years  all  the  wooden  sidewalks  had  been  replaced. 

In  1895,  Bureau  County  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co., 
was  formed  in  Princeton,  Walnut,  and  Ohio.  Ohio  was 
allotted  ten  telephones,  and  these  were  installed  by  George 
Jackson.  Only  nine  people  in  Ohio  subscribed  for  these 
phones  so  Jacksons  took  the  tenth,  and  their  telephone 
number  was  10  until  the  dial  system  came  into  being.  In  1899, 
Bureau  County  Independent  Telephone  was  formed.  The  first 
telephone  office  in  Ohio  was  located  in  a  room  in  the  new 
brick  building  belonging  to  J.  P.  Burnham.  Jessie  Burn- 
ham  was  the  first  telephone  operator.  In  1908,  John  Steven- 
son was  the  local  manager,  and  Ohio  had  one  of  the  best 
operated  exchanges  in  the  whole  system  with  a  combined 
350  machines  under  the  local  management.  Pauline,  May 
and  Lou  Wiesel  were  telephone  girls  and  later,  Ella  Gorman 
and  Annie  Walton. 

A  concrete  road  connecting  Princeton  and  Dixon  was 
completed  in  August,  1928.  This  route  was  called  Route  89 
and  later  changed  to  Route  26.  The  progressive  merchants, 
negotiated  with  the  State,  and  the  road  was  paved  from  curb 
to  curb  on  Main  Street  through  the  business  district.  Ohio 
was  the  only  town  in  the  area  to  have  this  improvement.  A 
second  concrete  road   was  completed   in    1932,   connecting 


Davenport  and  Mendota.  It  passes  through  the  south  edge 
of  Ohio,  crossing  Route  26.  This  road  became  Route  92  and 
is  also  called  Green  River  Road. 

The  above  mentioned  Route  26,  now  connects  to  "Toll- 
way  5"  twenty  miles  north  of  Ohio  and  to  "Interstate  80" 
twelve  miles  south  at  Princeton.  On  these  routes,  called 
super  highways,  we  can  travel  to  either  coast  without  a  stop 
sign.  Or,  we  can  drive  to  Chicago's  O'Hare  Airport  via  these 
same  super  highways,  depart  on  a  plane,  and  be  in  any  part 
of  the  world  within  a  few  or  several  hours. 

These  super  highways  had  a  70  MPH  speed  limit  for 
cars  until  1975,  when  it  was  lowered  to  55  MPH  t>ecause 
of  the  gas  shortage.  Today,  as  we  complain  about  this  speed 
limit,  let  us  think  of  how  many  miles  per  day  our  pior  aer 
forefathers  traveled  in  their  covered  wagons. 


Happy  Birthday  Ohio!  We  are  proud  of  your 

past  and  look  forward  to  the  future  in  "The 

Biggest  Little  City  in  the  State". 


M.  Pagan  home  built  prior  to  1894  on  W.  Railroad 
St.  and  owned  by  the  Grover  Smiths  today. 
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Early   view   of   the  comer   at   Main   and    Railroad     Streets,  showing  horse  watering  fountain. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  J. 
Conrad  and  daughter, 

Elizabeth  (DeBolt) 

NE  corner  of  Van  Buren 

and  Memorial. 


Construction  of 
Rt.  26-1928. 
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MAIN  STREET  -  1899  to  1913 
Old  Deico  Lights 


OHIO  TOWN  BAND 

This  band  was  organized  in  1902  by  Henry  Kramer  Charlie  Graham,  and  they   played   for   the  county 


and  had  the  reputation  of  being  the  best  band  in 
the  county  for  fifteen  years.  The  band  leader  was 


fair  and  gave  weekly  concerts. 


OHIO'S  FAMOUS  HOTEL 
It  was  located  east  of  the  Harry  Chase  residence. 


View   in   front   of    temporary   waterworks   building 
in  1914.  The  first  building  was  damaged  by  a  falling 


water  tower  and  later  destroyed  by  fire. 


Inside  view  of  the  Town  Hall  during  a  banquet  in 
May  1905.  This  building  was  moved  in  from  the 
country  and  often   times  was   referred   to  as   the 


Opera  Hall.  It  was  used  for  many  different  activities, 
dances  and  entertainments. 


Early  1 900  view  of  Ohio  Elevator  Stock  Yards  and  Depot 


East  Van  Buren  Street 
1934 


Crowd  on   main  street  during   early   Homecoming 
Parade. 


East  side  of  Main  Street  — 1930. 


1977  -  Ohio  Town   Hall   located  on   the  southeast 
corner  of  Memorial  and  Jackson. 


OHIO  BASEBALL  TEAM 


Left  to  right,  back  row:  Sterling  Pomeroy,  banker; 
Joe  Parchen,  painter;  M.  E.  Cadwalader,  depot 
agent;  Wnri.  Shifflet,  farmer;  Frank  Burke,  druggist. 
Middle  row:  Brick  Dewey,  farmer;  Rollo  Cadwal- 
ader, worked  at  poultry  fiouse;  Bob  Miller,  worked 

BASEBALL 
For  many  years,  on  botfi  sides  of  tfie  "turn  of  tfie 
century,"  organized  baseball  in  Ohio  and  surrounding 
towns  was  the  main  sport.  Every  village  had  its  own  team 
composed  of  local  men.  (Occasionally  an  outstanding  player 
was  hired  from  another  area  for  a  few  games  or  the  entire 
season.  Fritz  Kreisler,  from  Mendota,  who  later  became 
coach  at  Princeton  University  and  coach  and  athletic  director 
at  Michigan  State,  pitched  for  the  Ohio  team  one  season). 

These  village  teams  maintained  a  regular  competitive 
schedule,    playing    on    Sundays    and    holidays    during    the 


at  creamery;  J.  Taylor,  editor,  Ed  Aughey,  farmer. 
Front  row:  Bert  Stevenson,  barber;  Charlie  Steven- 
son, scorekeeper  and  billiard  hall  owner;  Bonnell, 
farmer. 


NOHIO 
warm  months.  Each  team  had  its  devoted  supporters,  and 
they  followed  their  idols  to  the  surrounding  towns.  Such 
loyalty  is  hard  to  imagine  when  one  remembers  these 
journeys  were  made  by  horse  and  buggy  over  dirt  roads.  To 
play  Tiskilwa,  for  example,  was  an  all  day  experience  con- 
sidering the  number  of  miles  covered  and  the  length  of  the 
game.  Many  men  played  for  years  and  real  rivalry  developed 
between  the  towns.  This  interest  continued  until  organized 
sports  in  the  high  schools  of  the  area  became  the  custom. 


Group  belonging  to  Citizens  Natural  Gas  and  Oil  Co. 
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New  brick  building  at  waterworks  in  1917.  It  was  later  added  on  to. 


Ohio  Opera  House  built  by  the  parish  of  Catholic  Church  In  1907. 


OHIO  RESIDENCES  BUILT  PRIORTO  1894 


OHIO  RESIDENCES  BUILT  PRIOR  TO  1894 


8.  Mllliken  House,  105  S.  Main.  It  is  owned  by  David 
Etheridges. 


J.  P.  Burnham  home  on  W.  Green  River  Rd.,  owned 
by  the  Gary  Christensens  today. 
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Mrs.  A.  Sheehan,  106  E.  Jackson.  It  is  now  owned 
by  Dick  Langenfeldt. 


Hugh  Johnson  residence  W.  Green  River  Rd. 


Z.  S.  Hills,  residence,  204  S.  Main,  owned  by  Vern 
Nothnagels  today. 


P.  P.  Michael  home  at  108  E.  Jackson. 


FIRST  WATER  WORKS  BUILDING  INTHE1890's 


I 
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WATER  WORKS  1977 
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VILLAGE  OF  OHIO  WATER  WORKS 

Before  the  water  works  were  installed,  there  were  two 
wells  owned  by  the  village.  The  village  furnished  tin  cups 
and  pails  for  these  wells. 

There  were  also  numerous  private  wells  and  cisterns 
scattered  throughout  the  village.  Some  of  these  have  been 
discovered  when  installing  new  water  mains,  service  lines 
and  sewer  tile,  fvlost  of  the  these  have  been  filled  with 
twttles,  broken  dishes,  bricks  and  whatever  rubbish  and  dirt 
wasavaiiabUe. 

In  1893,  a  petition  for  a  drilled  well  was  signed  by  the 
citizens  of  the  village  and  presented  to  the  Village  Board. 
A  year  later  the  bid  was  let  to  the  American  Well  Works 
to  drill  a  well  and  install  a  pump  on  property  purchased  by 
the  Village,  which  is  at  the  present  site.  This  well  Weis  or- 
iginally to  be  pumped  by  windmill  power,  but  instead,  a 
steam  pumping  head  was  attached  and  connected  to  the 
creamery  across  the  road  for  the  steam  supply.  Pump,  steam 
head,  and  connections  cost  $560.  The  same  year,  1894, 
the  village  board  accepted  the  bid  of  the  Challenge  Windmill 
Co.  on  a  70  ft.  tower  and  669  gal.  barrel  wood  tank  which  were 
installed  for  the  sum  of  $1 ,287. 

The  Village  water  works  was  installed  in  1895  at  a  cost 
of  $12,000.  A  four  inch  main  was  installed  from  Jackson 
St.  to  Green  River  Road,  and  a  six  inch  main  from  the  water 
works  to  Main  St.  and  north  to  Railroad  St.  All  ditches 
for  mains  and  water  services  were  dug  by  hand.  The  mains 
were  cast  iron  pipe  with  leaded  joints.  As  time  went  on, 
%"  and  1'  mains  were  connected  and  extended  as  fast  as 
possible.  This  size  was  large  enough  at  the  time,  t)ecause 
each  home  had  only  one  faucet  and  no  bathroom,  and  most 
homes  still  had  a  cistern  or  dug  well.   Later  small  mains 


that   any   burning    building    probably   did    not   stand    much 
chance  of  being  saved. 

Later  in  the  eighties,  the  town  council  bought  a  Hook 
and  Ladder  truck  and  housed  it  in  the  old  jail  building  where 
the  City  Hall  now  stands.  However,  after  some  disastrous 
fires  in  nearby  Walnut,  in  1886  the  council  built  a  brick 
fire  house  two  doors  west  of  Main  Street  on  Railroad  Street 
(later  owned  by  Conrad  Bros.)  and  now  the  property  of  Louis 
P.  Walter,  Jr.).  This  building  housed  a  hand  pumping  fire 
engine  with  two  inch  hoses,  which  at  that  time  was  a  great 
improvement.  Also,  they  acquired  a  bell  to  ring  to  sound 
the  alarm.  To  provide  a  little  "show  biz"  to  the  operation 
they  even  bought  shirts  and  helmets  for  the  firemen,  to  afford 
dignity  and  class  when  they  entered  parades  and  fire  dri  i. 
In  an  article  written  by  F.  J.  Walter  for  the  Ohio  Herald, 
he  cited  an  instance  where  an  active  fireman,  Tony  O'Neill, 
who  was  always  the  first  to  answer  the  alarm,  delayed  the 
fire  truck  until  he  ^  :nned  his  parade  dress  before  going  to 
fight  the  fire. 


CURTIS  SALTZMAN,  WATER  SUPERINTENDENT 


were  replaced  by  4"  cast  iron  mains  and  fire  hydrants  were 
installed. 

George  Armstrong  was  the  first  Water  Superintendent 
and  was  to  oversee  the  laying  of  mains,  make  service  taps, 
and  operate  the  pump.  He  was  to  see  that  the  farmers  did  not 
haul  water  from  the  open  wells. 

The  water  rates  in  1898  were  as  follows:  Farmers  could 
purchase  water  for  20?  a  tank.  The  village  residents  could 
buy  water  at  a  flat  rate  or  a  meter  rate.  Under  500  gallons 
per  day,  20c  per  thousand,  provided  that  no  meter  be  read 
for  less  than  45e  per  month.  Over  500  gal.  and  less  than 
1,000  gal.  at  18c  per  thousand,  and  over  1000  gal.  at  15c  per 
thousand. 

In  June  1899,  Sam  Milliken  erected  a  steam  operated 
elecric  light  plant  and  this  power  was  used  to  operate  the 
well  pumps. 

A  watering  trough  and  fountain  was  installed  in  1900 
at  the  north  end  of  Main  Street  to  water  horses.  This  was 
removed  when  Route  26  was  constructed. 

Well  tools  were  lost  in  1899  in  the  first  well  and  it  had  to 
be  abandoned.  A  new  well  was  drilled  in  1900  to  a  depth 
of  388  feet  by  Fred  Albrecht.  A  third  well  was  drilled  in  1912, 
by  Albrecht,  to  a  depth  of  385  feet  which  is  well  #3  in  our 
present  water  works.  Number  2  well  was  abandoned  in  1929; 
well  #4  was  drilled  to  a  depth  of  402  feet  by  Jonas  Schultz. 
Well  #5  was  drilled  in  1967  to  a  depth  of  427  feet  at  a  cost 
of  $91 1 3  by  Layne  Western  Co. 

The  wood  tank  burst  in  1913  and  fell  on  the  water  works 
and  light  plant.  The  light  plant  by  this  time  was  owned 
by  Illinois  Northern  Utilities.  This  tank  was  replaced  and 
used  until  1940  when  a  20,000  gallon  redwood  tank  was  in- 
stalled on  the  same  steel  tower. 

Fire  destroyed  the  pump  station  m  1914,  and  a  temporary 
building  was  used  until  the  new  brick  bunding  was  erected 
in  1917,  followed  by  a  new  stand  pipe  to  the  tower  in  1920. 
By  this  time  electric  motors  were  used  instead  of  steam. 
The  76.000  gallon  reservoir  was  constructed  in  1928. 

Throughout  the  later  years  many  improvements  have 
been  made  to  the  water  works.  Submersible  booster  pumps 
have  been  added  where  needed.  Chlorene  and  iron  treat- 
ment equipment  and  record  keeping  data  equipment  were 
added  as  well  as  replacement  of  all  water  mains  to  four 
inch.  Since  1957,  Meter  Mikes,  manufactured  by  Safargo 
Co.  of  Ohio,  have  been  installed  so  that  meters  can  be  read 
without  entering  the  homes.  The  east  part  of  the  water 
works  building  has  been  remodeled  for  the  City  Office. 

Mr.  Curtis  Saltzman  is  the  present  water  superintendent. 

HISTORY  OF  THEOHIO 

VOLUNTEER  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

The  tire  protection  in  the  seventies  and  early  eighties 

consisted  of  buckets,  the  town  pump  and  a  ladder,   if  one 

was  handy  at  the  time.  It  was  obvious  with  these  facilities 


OHIO  FIRE  DEPARTMENT1977 

With  the  hand  pumping  engine,  they  found  the  water 
supply  inadequate  so  three  large  cisterns  were  dug  in  the 
Main  Street  area  -  one  under  the  walk  in  front  of  the  Catholic 
Rectory  -  one  in  the  area  of  the  Goy  building  and  the  third, 
west  on  Railroad  Street  on  the  L.  P.  Walter  property. 

Finally,  as  the  town  grew,  the  city  water  works  was 
installed  at  a  cost  of  $12,000  with  water  piped  to  all  the 
residents,  and  fire  hydrants  were  later  installed.  Then  in 
1898,  the  City  Hall,  constructed  of  bricks,  was  built.  This, 
a  two  story  building,  housed  the  fire  fighting  equipment 
on  the  first  floor. 

The  Ohio  Volunteer  Fire  Department,  as  it  now  exists, 
was  organized  in  Oct.,  1941,  with  Elmer  Partridge  as  the 
Fire  Chief .  Prior  to  this  a  1936  Chevrolet  truck  chassis  was 
purchased,  and  Mr.  Partridge,  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  with 
the  assistance  of  an  employee,  Jr.  R.  (Buzz)  Doran,  fashioned 
a  fire  truck  -  built  the  tank  and  the  body  was  mounted  on 
the  truck  and  a  front  mount  Darley  350  gal.  per  minute 
pump  was  purchased  and  installed. 

In  1951,  the  Ohio  Fire  Protection  District  was  formed 
which  serves  about  an  80  square  mile  area  around  Ohio  and 
recently,  in  1976,  the  Village  of  Kasbeer  has  been  included 
in  our  area.  In  1961 ,  a  modern  brick  fire  station  was  erected 
on  Grove  Street  and  now  houses  three  modern  and  well 
equipped  trucks  owned  by  the  district. 

In  1970,  the  Ohio  Volunteers  became  members  of  the 
Blackhawk  Fire  Fighters  Association.  At  this  time  the  Asso- 
ciation sponsored  the  Miss  Flame  Contests.  Early  in  the 
summer,  each  community  has  a  parade  of  neighboring 
fire  trucks,  and  in  the  evening  a  program  is  held  and  local 
girls  compete  for  Miss  Flame.  Late  in  the  fall,  all  Miss 
Flames  compete  for  the  Miss  Blackhawk  crown.  Miss  Flames 
from  the  Ohio  community  area  as  follows:  1970  -  Lana  Mun- 
gor:  1971  -  Wanda  Byers;  1972  -  Debra  Walgrave;  1973  - 
Elaine  Grossman;  1974  -  Sue  Black;  1975  -  Colleen  Gugerty; 
1976 -Tracy  Kerr. 


The  Fire  Chiefs  since  the  organization  of  the  District 
in  1951  are;  Elmer  Partridge.  Jack  Faley,  Charles  Johnston 
and  Robert  Powers  (the  present  chief). 

The  officers  of  the  Ohio  Fire  Protection  District  in  this 
Centennial  Year  are:  Everett  Ackerman,  Lyie  Pendarvis 
and  Richard  Phillips. 

We  are  proud  of  our  firemen,  which  number  about  25 
members,  at  this  time,  and  they  have  proven  themselves 
both  fast  and  efficient  in  responding  to  their  calls. 

Please  note  that  the  past  history  in  this  article  was  ob- 
tained from  the  scrapbook  of  Leigh  Smith  and  a  letter  to  the 
Ohio  Herald  from  F.  J.  Walter). 

AN  EARLY  OHIO  FIRE 

The  L.  E.  Remsburg  house,  1 V2  miles  west  of  Ohio, 
caught  fire  one  afternoon.  We  got  the  hose  cart  out  and  just 
at  that  time.  Cad  came  along  with  a  nice  bay  team  hitched 
to  a  wagon.  We  all  got  in,  stood  up,  and  pulled  the  cart 
behind.  Cad  started  the  team  on  the  run  and  in  front  of  the 
old  Christian  Church,  the  hose  began  to  unroll.  After  it  had 
all  left  the  cart,  the  cart  tipped  over,  we  let  loose  of  the  rope 
and  left  the  cart  in  the  street.  Then  the  team  gave  out  at 
Wilson's  Corner,  west  of  town.  Cad  stayed  with  the  team 
and  the  rest  of  them  walked  to  the  fire  and  while  we  put 
in  our  time  carrying  water  from  a  pond  across  the  road,  the 
house  burned  down. 

(This  article  written  by  Clarence  E.  Conner  published 
in  the  Ohio  Herald). 

OHIO  POST  OFFICE 
The  history  of  the  Ohio  Post  Office  began  in  1854,  with 
Archibald  S.  Dodge  as  postmaster,  in  a  house  a  mile  south- 
west of  Ohio  at  the  jog  in  the  road.  This  was  located  in  the 
southeast  corner  of  section  17.  Stephen  Wilson  was  post- 
master from  1856  until  1865  when  Franklin  Langworthy  was 
appointed.  Jane  O.  Brown  was  appointed  in  1867  and  Stephen 
Burnham  in  October  of  1870.  The  Post  Office  was  discon- 
tinued November  17.  1870,  and  it  was  reestablished,  De- 
cember 30,  1870,  in  the  town  of  Ohio.  John  F.  Walter  was 
appointed  postmaster,  and  it  was  located  in  the  first  store 
building  in  Ohio,  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Main  and  Rail- 
road Streets.  Mr.  Walter  served  for  a  salary  of  $52.00  per 
year;  he  found  it  unprofitable  to  have  in  his  store  and  turned 
it  over  to  the  station  agent.  In  1877,  William  Ross,  known 


Fast  mail  delivery  service  from  the  depot  to  the  Post 
Office  by  Mr.  Wallace  Minkler  and  his  horse. 

as  "Uncle  Billy"  was  postmaster.  He  was  followed  by  Rufen 
W.  Knight  in  1885.  Annie  R.  Ruff  in  1889,  Mrs.  Ann  Shee- 
han  in  1893,  J.  Whitman  Young  in  1901,  Grant  Remsburg 
in  1904,  Ann  Sheehan  again  in  1915,  James  H.  Faley  in  1923, 
Glenn  O.  Conner  in  1926,  Mary  A.  Hannon  in  1929,  John  R. 
Sheehan  in  1934,  Conrad  W.  Knuth  in  1939,  Fergus  G. 
Anderson  in  1954  and  the  present  postmaster,  Darlene  C. 
Farrell  was  commissioned  in  1974. 

Before  the  days  of  the  rural  route  the  farmers  had  to  get 
their  mail  in  town.  All  neighbors,  living  near  to  one  another, 
brought  out  everyone's  mail  whenever  they  went  to  town, 
which  wasn't  every  day.  When  the  news  came  that  the 
government  was  hiring  a   man   to  deliver  the  mail   in   the 


Charlie  Johnston  picking  up  mail  from  the  Dinky  on 
its  last  run,  September  24,  1947. 

country,  the  farmers  could  scarcely  believe  it.  They  bought 
their  boxes,  had  them  lettered  with  their  names,  and  followed 
the  directions  exactly  as  how  to  mount  them  on  the  posts. 

The  excitement  the  day  of  the  first  mail  delivery  would 
be  hard  to  describe.  Each  woman  baked  cookies,  put  some 
into  small  bags,  and  placed  them  in  the  mail  box.  This  was 
the  start  of  a  regular  thing;  treats  for  the  mail  carrier. 

George  Sisler  was  one  of  the  first  rural  mail  carriers 
for  Ohio.  He  began  carrying  mail  in  1904  over  a  route  thirty 
miles  long.  Later  when  cars  were  used  the  route  was 
lengthened,  and  at  one  time  there  were  three  routes. 

At  first,  George  used  a  two-wheeled  cart  with  the  mail 
carefully  packed  into  a  box  and  covered  with  an  oil  cloth. 
On  days  when  the  roads  were  bad,  he  road  horseback  with  the 
mail  packed  into  a  large  leather  bag,  with  the  long  strap 
over  his  shoulder. 

There  was  an  old  man,  a  G.  A.  R.,  living  on  the  route. 
He  was  always  anxious  when  pension  time  came,  but  now 
with  a  government  man  delivering  the  mall,  he  felt  much 
more  secure. 

In  1906  or  1907,  George  delivered  the  mail  using  a  high 
narrow  boxlike  wagon.  It  had  glass  at  the  top,  like  a  wind- 
shield, with  a  slit  below  through  which  George  pulled  the 
reins.  On  each  side  there  was  a  sliding  door  with  a  window 
through  which  he  could  put  the  mail  into  the  boxes. 

One  night  there  was  a  very  severe  storm  out  along  the 
Green  River  area.  George  had  to  cover  this  area,  but  not 
knowing  about  the  flash  flood,  he  started  out  in  his  regular 
mail  wagon.  He  had  very  important  mail  that  morning.  The 
old  G.  A.  R.  member's  pension  had  come.  There  was  a 
family  on  the  route  who  had  a  young,  18  year  old  lad  run 
away  from  home,  and  no  one  knew  where  he  was.  His  parents 
were  very  much  concerned  as  was  everyone  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. Every  day  the  lad's  mother  would  be  out  beside  the 
mail  box,  asking,  "Did  my  letter  come?"  Always  George 
said,  "No,  not  today,  but  I'm  sure  it  will  soon."  And  there, 
as  George  cased  the  mail,  was  the  letter  from  the  son. 

Just  as  George  was  ready  to  start  out  on  his  route,  the 
village  doctor  came  in,  calling,  "George,  I've  got  to  go  to 
Peoria  to  take  a  patient  to  the  hospital.  Please  take  this 
bottle  of  medicine  out  with  you."  He  pointed  to  the  name, 
saying,  "This  child  is  very  ill.  They  must  have  this  medicine." 

George  had  gone  out  of  town  about  five  miles  when  a 
man  called  from  his  barn.  "Go  back!  Green  River  has  flooded 
everything.  You  can  't  get  through."  George  sat  still  a  minute 
wondering  what  to  do.  Three  important  things  were  in  his 
wagon.  He  felt  he  must  deliver  them. 

He  turned  and  hurried  back  to  town  and  got  out  his  road 
cart,  repacked  the  mail  into  the  box. ..and  suddenly. ..why  he 
did  not  know,  but  he  took  down  the  old  leather  bag. 

George  managed  to  get  along  for  a  ways,  but  as  he  came 
nearer  to  Green  River  he  knew  he'd  have  to  give  up  the 
road  cart.  He  took  the  harness  off  his  horse,  put  the  mail 
into  the  leather  bag  and  getting  up  onto  his  horse  he  started 
on. ..wondering  could  he,  no,  not  could,  he  must  do  it. 

When  at  last  he  reached  the  home  of  the  sick  child, 


the  mother  cried,  "Oh,  we  had  just  a  tiny  bit  of  medicine 
left."  He  rode  on  into  the  barnyard  of  the  old  G.  A.  R.  man, 
and  as  he  gave  him  his  pension,  the  old  man  said,  "George, 
I  wonder  if  I'd  have  sloshed  around  in  all  that  water  and  mud 
trying  to  find  the  road.  I  wonder,  could  I  have  done  it?" 
George  shouted,  "Sure  you  would!"  The  next  stop  was  at  the 
farm  home  of  the  run  away  lad.  As  George  rode  up  to  the 
kitchen  door,  he  called,  "Josie!  Josiel"  and  she  screamed, 
"It  did  come!  It  did  come! " 

It  was  very  late  before  George  reached  Ohio  that  night. 
The  next  morning  as  he  walked  into  the  post  office,  he  found 
it  full  of  folks  who  wanted  to  tell  their  rural  mail  carrier 
what  they  thought  of  him,  and  George  Sisler  had  become  a 
hero  overnight. 

Some  other  rural  mail  carriers  were:  Henry  Jackson, 
Mr.  Shaw,  Grant  Remsburg,  f\/lark  Sisler,  Roy  Brown  and 
Charlie  Johnston, 

In  the  pioneer  days,  the  mail  was  brought  to  Ohio  by 
stage  coach  and  on  horse  back.  With  the  coming  of  the 
railroad,  the  post  office  was  moved  into  town,  and  the  mail 
is  now  delivered  by  truck  from  the  distribution  center  in 
LaSalle. 

In  April,  1975,  by  an  act  of  the  Postal  Service,  the  two 
Ohio  rural  routes  were  changed.  Art  Gugerty,  one  of  Ohio's 
mail  carriers,  now  takes  a  Walnut  route,  and  Conrad  Knuth 
of  Ohio  and  Owen  Hurst  of  Walnut  deliver  the  Ohio  rural 
routes. 


OHIO  TOWNSHIP  LIBRARY 

In  1936,  the  Ohio  Woman  s  Club  began  working  toward 
establishing  a  town  library.  Many  books  were  donated 
by  the  public.  Those  and  a  book  case  were  given  to  the  school. 
In  1938,  the  school  offered  a  room  for  the  library  if  a  librarian 
was  supplied.  The  club  appointed  the  first  library  board.  The 
board  included  Ms.  Bertha  Balcom,  Edna  Clark,  Mabel 
Ruff  and  Vesna  Monier.  From  then  on  Mrs.  Balcom,  without 
pay,  kept  the  library  open  several  hours  on  Thursdays  and 
Fridays.  In  1942,  the  Ohio  Town  Board  donated  the  money 
for  fuel,  and  the  Township  donated  the  use  of  the  Town 
Hall.  The  Woman's  Club  had  the  books  moved  there  and 
Mrs.  Balcom  continued  as  librarian.  During  the  summer, 
the  children  enjoyed  a  Friday  morning  story  hour  with  the 
ladies  of  the  community  helping  with  the  project. 

On  April  5,  1949,  Ohio  Township  voted  a  tax  of  one 
mill  on  all  taxable  property  for  a  library  and  it  passed.  The 
library  was  then  moved  to  the  George  Anderson  building 
on  Main  Street.  Mrs.  Balcom  was  hired  and  served  as  li- 
brarian until  1952.  The  library  is  now  a  member  of  the  Starved 
Rock  System,  broadening  its  capacity  to  serve  the  people. 
For  the  past  18  years,  the  library  has  been  located  in  the 
Masonic  building. 

The  library  is  open  18  hours  a  week.  For  a  number  of 
years  a  summer  reading  program  for  grade  school  children 
has  proved  to  be  successful  The  townspeople  have  always 
enjoyed  the  decorated  windows  of  the  library.  Board  mem- 


MRS.  HAMNETT.  LIBRARIAN 
Taken  at  an  Open  House,  May  14,  1977,  honoring 
Mrs.  Hamnett  for  25  years  of  service  as  Librarian. 

bers,  children,  the  school,  clubs,  and  the  librarian  have 
all  worked  to  tastefully  display  In  the  windows,  books  and 
other  things  of  interest.  Holiday  Handicraft  Days  and  an 
Art  Exhibit,  with  those  in  the  community  participating, 
have  been  well  attended. 

The  library  is  now  in  possession  of  Leigh  Smith's  Scrap 
Books  which  are  of  great  value  to  this  community.  Leigh 
worked  on  these  books  for  many  years  with  the  idea  that 
they  would  belong  to  the  library  and  tell  the  history  of  the 
town,  its  activities,  and  the  people  of  the  Ohio  area.  These 
books  are  now  kept  in  a  glass  cabinet  purchased  with  money 
given  by  friends  of  Leigh  in  his  memory. 

Those  elected  on  the  first  library  board  all  served  for 
at  least  twenty  years  and  worked  hard  to  see  the  library 
grow.  They  were:  Ms.  Harriet  Coulter,  Lenore  Carey,  llene 
Hoffman,  Julia  Noonan.  Catherine  Scallan  and  Leigh  Smith. 
In  1969  a  seventh  board  member  was  added  as  requested 
by  the  State  Library  Association.  Mrs.  Janet  Grossman 
became  the  new  member.  Others  serving  as  board  members 
in  the  70 's  are;  Ms.  Mary  Lehn,  Evelyn  Hansen,  Marcia 
Thompson,  Barbara  Brandau  and  Dorothy  Anderson. 

Mrs.  Kay  Hamnett  is  completing  her  twenty-fifth 
year  as  librarian  in  May  of  1977.  It  is  because  of  her  devotion, 
patience  and  understanding  that  the  library  has  become 
an  outstanding  service  to  all  in  the  community. 

UNION  CEMETERY 

On  May  9,  1873,  fifteen  men  met  for  the  purpose  of 
organizing  a  cemetery  association  to  be  known  by  the  name  of 
Union  Cemetery  located  at  Ohio,  Bureau  County,  Illinois. 
The  statement  goes  on  to  say,  "The  object  of  such  association 
is  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  ground  and  laying  out  and 
improving  and  taking  care  of  the  same".  This  document 
was  written  in  long  hand  and  signed  by  O.  E.  Dewey,  A.  U. 
Richardson,  A.  R.  Scott,  G.  W.  Ellis,  W.  W.  Cook,  Horace 
Smith,  Sterling  Pomeroy,  Andrew  Ross,  A.  S.  Walter,  A.  J. 
Haines.  Wm.  S.  Wilson,  A.  W.  Chase,  W.  J.  Young,  Joseph 
G.  Wilson  and  Charles  E.  Dewey.  Trusteess  for  the  first 
year  were  L.  E.  Remsburg,  W.  Ross,  A.  S.  Walter,  Wm. 
Wilson  and  Sterling  Pomeroy. 

November  1 ,  1873,  the  Association  purchased  from  Jacob 
Albrecht  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  a  tract  of  land,  and  the 
Union  Cemetery  was  laid  out.  The  amount  paid  for  this 
tract  was  $400.00.  On  the  7th  day  of  April,  1941,  the  Union 
Cemetery  Association  requested  and  was  granted  permission 
by  the  State  of  Illinois  to  incorporate  as  a  non-profit  organi- 
zation. Under  this  set  up  certain  regulations  set  forth  by  the 
state  must  be  followed.  Annual  reports  and  periodic  audits 
are  required. 


Through  the  years  many  people  have  been  members 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  some  tor  many  years.  Henry  Jack- 
son served  on  the  board  for  thirty-two  years.  Trustees  are 
not  allowed  to  draw  any  compensation.  The  present  board 
consists  ot  Evan  Ewalt,  president;  Harold  Ackerman,  vice- 
president;  Althea  Krapft,  secretary;  Everett  Ackerman, 
Ivan  loder,  Robert  Ewalt,  and  Curtis  Saltzman. 

Star  Theatre 

{^[(o 

Program  for  Week  Commencing 

Saturday  Evniing,  Sept.  9 — 5  Reels 

"Peg  "O  The  Ring," 


Mignonetl 
One  Reel  C 

"His  Wooden  Leg" 

with  Billie  Rhodes 

Sunday    Evening.  Sept.   10 — o  Reels 

Jane  Gail  and  M.-ilt   Moore   in 

Why  Mrs.    Ken^»'orth   Lied 

Three  IMrt<. 
Grace  Cunard  and  Franciy;  Fprd  in 

"The   Unexpected" 

a  Mexican  Drama— One  Part 

Universal   Weekly — 1    Reel. 
Tuesday  Evening,  September  12 

Paramount  Program.     Famou<^   Players. 
Marguerite  Clark  in 

"Pretty  Sister  ot  Jose"— 5  Parts 

One  Reel  Burton  Holmes  Travel  Picture 

"Grand  Canyou  of  Arizona" 

Thursday  Evening,  September  li 

Paramount  Program.     Famous  Players. 
John  Mason  in 

"Jim,  The  Penman"— 5  Parts 

One  Reel  Pararaount-Bray  Cartoon 

"Haddeni  Baadg  Elopement" 
Admission,  5,  10,  15  Cents 


AUTO  GARAGE 

Bring  in  Your  Autos 

and — 

Have  them  Repaired 


Our    Charges    are  Very    Reasonable 
All   Work   Guaranteed 

Auto   Supplies   and   Gasoline    Always  on   Hand 

C.D.SALTZMAN&SON 


Leigh  Smith 


Leigh  Smith 
1903-1974 


No  one  lool<ed  forward  to  the  Ohio  Centennial  Year  more  than  Leigh  Smith.  He  wondered  if  he  would  make  it!  He  didn't, 
but  he  left  a  legacy  to  be  remembered. 

Leigh  loved  people.  A  nice  sunny  day  found  him  in  his  car  on  Main  Street  near  the  people.  Passerbys,  young  and  old, 
stopped  to  chat  with  him.  He  had  many  friends.  Leigh  had  a  keen  sense  of  humor,  used  to  amuse,  not  to  downgrade.  He  Was  an 
intelligent,  caring  person,  ready  to  help  others. 

Ohio  was  Leigh's  town.  It  was  his  heritage;  his  interest  was  here.  He  served  on  the  town  board  and  was  town  clerk  for 
many  years.  He  held  the  position  as  treasurer  on  the  library  board  for  over  twenty  years.  A  class  of  boys  was  taught  by  him  in 
the  Methodist  Sunday  School  for  a  long  time.  Leigh  enjoyed  his  work  as  secretary  to  the  grade  school  until  ill  health  forced  him  to 
quit.  He  spent  years  making  scrap  books  which  tell  all  about  Ohio,  These  books  have  been  invaluable  in  the  making  of  the 
Centennial  book. 

Leigh  Burnham  Smith  was  born  October  6,  1903,  the  son  of  Noble  and  Hattie  Burnham  Smith.  When  he  was  two  weeks 
old  his  mother  passed  away,  and  he  was  taken  to  live  with  his  Burnham  grandparents  and  two  maiden  aunts,  Jessie  and  Leora, 
at  Ohio.  He  graduated  from  Ohio  High  School  and  attended  Illinois  State  Normal  University  at  Normal,  Illinois.  He  then  returned 
to  Ohio  where  he  continued  to  live  with  his  aunts.  As  they  became  older,  he  took  over  their  care;  Jessie  passed  away,  and  for  seven 
years,  Ora  was  a  bed  patient  with  Leigh  taking  complete  care  of  her.  He  never  complained  but  was  always  trying  to  make  life 
more  pleasant  and  comfortable  for  her.  After  her  death,  Leigh  continued  to  stay  in  the  horn  e.  When  it  became  impossible  for  him 
to  get  out,  friends  came  to  his  aid  with  help  and  visits. 

Leigh  and  his  car  will  be  missed  on  the  streets  during  the  Centennial  Days,  but  we  of  Ohio  know  how  proud  he  would 
be  of  the  enthusiasm,  cooperation  and  work  that  has  made  1977  an  important  year  in  the  history  of  Ohio,  Illinois  -  "The  Biggest 
Little  City  in  the  State!" 

by  Lenore  Carey 
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Professional  Directory 


Medical  Doctors 

DR.  ALBERT  N.  RICHARDSON 
Dr.  Albert  N.  Richardson  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Sub- 
lette In  1842.  His  family  had  imigrated  from  New  England  to 
Illinois.  He  attended  Lombard  College  in  Galesburg  in  the 
1860  s.  He  taught  in  country  schools  and  finally  entered 
Rush  Medical  College  and  graduated  in  1871.  He  married 
Mary  Gore,  the  daughter  of  a  Congregational  minister  in 
La  Moille. 

They  moved  to  Ohio  in  1872.  and  he  was  Ohio's  first 
doctor.  Many  times  he  received  only  what  his  patients  might 
give  him  in  potatoes,  corned  beef,  or  lard  for  his  services:  yet 
he  always  went  when  called. 

Dr.  Richardson  cared  for  the  medical  needs  of  Ohio  until 
his  family  was  of  college  age  and  then  they  moved  to  Engle- 
wood.  a  suburb  of  Chicago.  He  passed  away  in  1917  and  was 
buried  in  Ohio  Union  Cemetery. 


DR.T.  D.  MERCER 
Dr.  T.  D.  Mercer  was  a  physician  and  surgeon  in  Ohio 
in  1877.  Previous  to  this,  he  had  a  practice  in  Iowa.  He  was  a 
graduate  of  Bennett  Medical  College,  Chicago.  His  wife  was 
the  former  Margaret  Kasbeer  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
four  children.  On  one  of  Dr.  T.  D's  calls  to  deliver  a  baby,  he 
had  to  ford  a  creek  and  when  he  arrived  at  his  destination  they 
had  to  take  him  and  the  saddle  in  the  house  as  he  had  frozen 
in  the  saddle. 

DR.  SULLIVAN 
Heresay  says  a  Dr.  Sullivan  was  one  of  Ohio's  early 
doctors.  He  is  remembered  as  coming  from  Chicago  and  not 
knowing  how  to  drive  a  horse! 

DR.  FRANCIS  MC  CANN 

Dr.  Francis  McCann  was  born  in  May  Township,  Lee 
County.  March  26.  1864.  After  finishing  grade  and  high 
school  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  he  attended  Naperville  College 
for  one  term  and  Niagara  Falls  College  in  New  York  for  six 
years.  He  then  taught  school  for  one  year.  Three  years  later, 
he  graduated  with  honors  from  Rush  Medical  College. 

Dr.  McCann  started  his  practice  in  Van  Orin  in  1889. 
Three  years  later,  he  moved  his  practice  to  Ohio. 

In  1895  he  married  Elizabeth  Walters  of  Ohio.  They  had 
one  daughter.  Florence  (Mrs.  W.  R.  Doyle),  who  now  resides 
in  Walnut  He  died  on  Christmas  Day,  1899,  having  been  ill 
for  two  weeks  with  the  grippe. 


Dr.  Howard  and  his  first  car 
of  his  house  at  204  S   Main  St. 


1906.  Taken  in  front 


DR.  W.  E.  HOWARD 

Dr.  Howard  was  born  in  Center,  Missouri,  in  1865.  He 
received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  and  then  a 
normal  course  at  Kirksville,  Missouri.  After  teaching  school 
for  a  short  time,  he  studied  medicine  at  St.  Louis  Medical 
College,  and  then  at  Bellview  Medical  School  in  New  York 
City. 

He  practiced  for  eight  years  in  Kasbeer,  Illinois.  Then  he 
returned  to  New  York  for  post  graduate  work.  Returning  to 
Illinois,  he  opened  an  office  in  Ohio  over  the  drug  store.  In 
1901  he  married  Eva  Hensel  of  Kasbeer. 

Dr.  Howard  was  killed  in  an  accident  southeast  of  Ohio 
in  1914.  He  had  served  the  Kasbeer  and  Ohio  communities 
for  twenty-three  years.  His  wife  remained  in  Ohio  for  the  rest 
of  her  life. 

DR. ALLEN 
A  Dr.  Allen  practiced  in  Ohio  in  1905.  His  office  was  in 
Conrad  's  store  upstairs. 

In  1969,  street  signs  were  installed  on  all  streets  in  the 
Village.  A  new  street  was  opened  at  the  east  side  of  the 
town,  and  it  was  named  Stevenson  Street  In  honor  of  John 
Stevenson,  Sr.,  who  served  faithfully  on  the  Village  Board 
for  thirty-eight  years. 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hamnett 
and  daughter,  Helen 

DR.  HAROLD  HAMNETT 

Dr.  Harold  Hamnett  first  came  to  Ohio  in  1914  and 
opened  an  office  over  what  was  then  Frank  Burke's  Drug 
Store.  In  1920,  as  a  medical  missionary  sponsored  by  the 
Methodist  Church,  he,  his  wife,  and  their  daughter,  Helen 
Ruth,  went  to  Kalgan,  China.  After  the  death  of  his  wife  in 
1922,  he  returned  to  Illinois  and  established  a  medical 
practice  in  Princeton. 

In  1924,  he  married  Kathleen  Kopp  of  Princeton.  They 
had  one  son,  David,  now  living  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska.  Later 
they  moved  to  Chicago,  Glenview,  and  Foley,  Alabama, 
before  returning  in  1936  to  again  practice  in  Ohio.  In 
addition  to  being  a  general  practitioner,  Dr.  Hamnett  was  a 
specialist  in  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat. 

He  passed  away  in  March  1954.  His  wife  still  resides  in 
Ohio  where  she  has  been  librarian  for  the  past  twenty-five 
years. 

DR.  TRUMBAUER 
Dr.  Trurnbauer  practiced  in  Ohio  about  1923-1925.  His 
office  was  in  the  drug  store  building.  He  had  a  wife;  a  son. 
Earl:  and  a  daughter,  Helen. 

DR. STALEY 
Dr.  Staley  occupied  the  doctor's  office  above  the  drug 
store  next.  He  and  his  family  were  here  for  several  years. 
His  two  sons  attended  Ohio  High  School,  Howard  graduating 
with  the  Class  of  1926. 


Dr.  J.  M.  O'Malley    and  Loretta  Hannon 

Mrs.  O'Malley  in  May  1941.  The  community  was  shocked 
realizing  their  great  loss.  The  school  annual  of  1942  dedicated 
their  book  in  his  memory  stating,  "He  gave  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  to  the  interests  of  Ohio,  and  particularly  to  the  youth 
of  Ohio. "  It  was  an  earned  tribute. 

Remember  the  Marathon  Walker,  Teru  Masumoto  and 
her  dog,  who  stopped  at  Ed  Anderson's  and  asked  to  sleep 
in  the  garage?  She  claimed  to  be  a  concert  dancer,  poet 
essayist  and  at  one  time  assoc,  art  director  for  American 
Home  Magazine.  She  was  walking  to  Iowa  and  then  on  to 
Colorado.  She  did  sleep  in  the  garade  and  Joan  fixed  her 
some  supper  and  breakfast. 


DR.  JOSEPH  MICHAEL  O'MALLEY 
Dr.  Joseph  O'Malley  was  born  December  24,  1875, 
in  Marion  Township,  Lee  County,  Illinois.  He  attended  Dixon 
Business  College  and  St.  Louis  University  Medical  School. 
For  a  short  time  he  practiced  medicine  in  Amboy  and  then 
came  to  Ohio.  His  first  office  was  in  the  upstairs  of  the 
present  post  office,  later  moving  it  to  the  Doran  building. 

Dr.  O'Malley  was  married  to  Nellie  Zeek  in  1912.  They 
were  the  parents  of  one  son,  Joseph  Willard  O '  Malley. 

A  tragic  car  accident  in  Cicero  ended  the  lives  of  Dr.  and 


On  December  20,  1836,  there  was  a  remarkable  change 
in  the  weather.  For  two  days  it  had  been  warm  like  spring; 
the  snow  melted  to  a  slush.  However,  the  wind  switch  to  the 
northwest,  and  with  a  few  hours  the  temperature  dropped 
eighty  degrees.  Forest  trees  cracked  like  guns,  and  sleds 
and  wagons  froze  fast  In  their  tracks.  A  number  of  cattle 
and  hogs,  while  standing  for  protection  by  the  side  of  a  build- 
ing, froze  in  their  tracks  and  were  found  dead  in  the  morning. 


DR.  JOSEPH  WILLARDO'MALLEY 
Following  in  his  father's  footsteps,  Dr.  Joseph  O' Mai  ley 
has  cared  for  the  people  of  Ohio  and  vicinity,  moving  here 
from  La  Moille  upon  the  death  of  his  father.  The  people  of 
Ohio  feel  fortunate  to  have  Dr.  "Lad"  O'Malley,  who  grew  up 
in  their  community  and  participates  in  it.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Catholic  Church,  has  served  on  the  school  board,  and  is  a 
great  booster  of  school  athletics.  From  1944  to  1946,  Dr. 
0 '  Malley  left  his  practice  in  Ohio  to  serve  in  the  U.  S.  Army 
Medical  Service. 

Joseph  W.  O'Malley  was  born  April  17,  1914.  After 
attending  Ohio  schools,  he  graduated  from  St.  Ambrose 
and  then  St.  Louis  University  in  1939.  He  interned  at  St. 
Ann's  Hospital,  Oak  Park,  Illinois.  In  1941,  he  married 
Violet  Elmblad  of  Ohio.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  sons: 
Thomas  R.  (teaching  in  Iowa);  John  R.  (Doctor  of  Veterinary 
Medicine)  Buffalo  Grove,  Illinois,  and  married  to  Ann  Egan 
of  Ohio  .  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Joseph  and 
Sara.  Joseph  M.  is  residing  in  Ohio  with  his  wife,  Kate 
NIord,  from  Faglum,  Sweden  and  three  daughters,  Janei, 
Margaret  and  Elisabeth. 


Dentists 


October  15,  1878.  He  graduated  from  Blackstone  High 
School,  and  from  there  he  went  to  the  Chicago  College  of 
Dental  Surgery,  Dental  Department  of  Lake  Forest  Uni- 
versity. Following  his  graduation  in  1902,  he  began  prac- 
ticing dentistry  in  Ohio,  Illinois. 

In  1905,  he  married  Maude  Hewitt  of  Chicago.  They  had 
one  daughter,  Mrs.  Gordon  (Violet)  Meisenheimer  of  Ohio, 
and  one  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Fred  (Lynne)  Swanson,  mother 
of  three  children  and  two  foster  children  of  Princeton. 

Dr.  Blanchard's  first  office  was  over  the  Burke  Drug 
Store  beside  the  office  of  Dr.  W.  E.  Howard,  M.  D.  Later, 
Dr.  Blanchard  moved  his  office  beside  that  of  Dr.  J.  M. 
O'Malley  in  what  is  now  the  Doran  Electric  Building.  Miss 
Brida  Schaell  (Faley)  was  their  receptionist.  Here,  he  prac- 
ticed until  forced  to  give  up  because  of  ill  health. 

Dr.  Blanchard  was  a  member  of  the  Ohio  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge.  He  passed  away  on  May 
24,  1929. 


DR.  FRANK  E.  BLANCHARD 
Dr.  Frank  E.  Blanchard  was  born  in  Mendota,  Illinois, 


DR.  ELMER  B.  STOUGHTON 

Dr.  Elmer  Stoughton  was  born  in  Geddes,  South  Dakota, 
in  1879.  He  graduated  from  the  University  of  Illinois  College 
of  Dentistry,  Chicago,  in  1908. 

After  graduation.  Dr.  Stoughton,  went  to  live  with  his 
parents  at  Rogers,  Arkansas,  and  opened  his  first  office. 
He  married  Esther  Kelley  there.  After  practicing  in  Arkansas 
and  South  Dakota  for  a  number  of  years,  the  Stoughton 
family  moved  to  Ohio  in  1922. 

The  four  Stoughton  children  grew  up  in  Ohio.  Two  of  them, 
Mrs.  Perry  (Marjorie)  Husser  and  Mrs.  Leslie  (Dorothy) 
Becker  live  in  Bureau  County.  Another  daughter,  Mrs. 
Howard  (Ruth)  Bolin  resides  in  Naperville.  A  son,  Edgar, 
retired  as  an  Air  Force  Major,  and  is  at  Roy,  Utah. 

Mrs.  Stoughton  passed  away  in  1930,  and  Dr.  Stoughton 
died  in  1950. 

DR.  PAUL  ELDERS 
Dr.  Elders  came  to  Ohio  in  the  middle  nineteen  thirties. 
His  office  was  next  to  Dr.  O'Malley's.  Mrs.  Elders  (Grace 
Heiman)  was  from  Van  Orin.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Elders  are 
retired  now  and  live  in  ivioninouth,  liimois  where  he  practiced 
for  many  years. 

It  was  a  day  in  May  1972,  kids  and  teacher,  both  enjoyed 
and  would  remember.  Mr.  Plapp,  music  teacher  of  the  Ohio 
Schools,  was  retiring.  This  time  the  teacher  was  surprised 
by  a  "This  is  Your  Life"  well  planned  and  carried  out  by  the 
students  with  plenty  of  his  favorite  songs  included. 


chiropractic 


DR.  JAMES  CLAUSEN 

Having    just    graduated    from    ttie    National    School    of 

Chiropractics  in  1911,  Ohio  was  probably  Dr.  Clausen's  first 

location.  He  moved  to  Walnut  in  1915  and  for  the  next  six 

uoars  practiced  in  Walnut,  Tampico  and  Ohio.  He  came  by 

to  Ohio  one  or  two  days  a  week.  At  night,  his  wife  came 

im  in  a  horse  drawn  vehicle,  or  he  walked  home.  Later, 

ylausen  moved  to  Princeton,  but  he  continued  part-time 

ice  in  Walnut  and  Ohio,  until  leaving  Princeton  in  1931. 

41 ,  he  returned  to  Walnut  to  spend  the  rest  of  his  life. 

Dr.    Clausen    took   a   number   of    courses    through    the 

>  to  keep  aware  of  advancement  in  his  field.  He  was  a 

of  many  interests  and  hobbies.  He  is  remembered  for 

leautiful  gladiolus  gardens  around  Walnut  in  his  later 
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Veterinarians 


DR.  JAMES  p.  DORAN 
)r.  V.  M.  James  Doran  was  born  at  Ohio,  Illinois,  on 
16,  1875.  He  was  the  son  of  Edward  Doran,  who  was 
leer  settler,  and  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War. 
>.  James  Doran  graduated  from  the  Chicago  College 
terinary  Surgery  in  1900,  and  practiced  in  and  around 

until   1922.   He  then   received  an   appointment  as  an 
ctor  in  the  tuberculosis  eradication  service.  After  two 

in  this  work,  he  was  transferred  to  the  Chicago  Stock 
>,  where  he  worked  until  his  death  in  1927. 
Dr.  Doran  was  a  long  time  member  of  the  Bureau  County 
blican  Central  Committee.  In  1922,  he  ran  for  sheriff, 
as  defeated  by  Democrat  Harry  Mills. 
His  first  wife,  Elizabeth  Loan,  died  in  1910,  leaving  two 
Iters,  Margaret  (Mrs.  John  Gugerty)  and  Marie  (Mrs. 
s  Morrissey).  He  later  married  Velma  Newton  who  died 
120  leaving  three  children:  James,  C.  Newton,  and 
e  (Mrs.  Verne  Jennings). 


fall  quarter.  He  enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  Navy  in  March,  1946,  and 
served  until  May  1948.  After  discharge,  he  entered  pre- 
veterinary  training  at  the  University  of  Illinois,  where  he 
received  a  B.  S.  degree  in  1953  and  a  D.  V.  M.  in  1955. 

After  graduation,  he  was  employed  as  an  associate 
veterinarian  in  Sheffield,  Illinois  for  two  years.  In  1957,  he 
established  a  veterinary  practice  in  Ohio  and  conducted  thit 
business  for  fifteen  years.  He  was  employed  in  1972  as  a  field 
veterinarian  by  the  Illinois  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Division  of  Meat,  Poultry  and  Livestock  Inspection  and  has 
since  been  promoted  to  Regional  Veterinary  Technical 
Advisor. 

Dr.  Smith  and  C.  Joan  McManus  were  classmates  in 
both  grade  and  high  school.  They  were  married  while  he  v  « 
in  veterinary  training.  They  are  now  the  parents  of  seven 
children:  Mark,  a  third  year  student  in  the  Peoria  School  of 
Medicine;  Cathy,  (Mrs.  Charles  Lovgren)  of  La  Moillff, 
mother  of  two  daugnters;  Jim,  employed  in  Princeton;  Mike 
and  Mary,  high  school  students;  and  twins,  Tim  and  Tom  are 
in  grade  school.  All  grew  up  in  Ohio  where  the  Smiths  still 
reside. 

"Happy  Birthday,  Ohio.  You  are  a  proud  community  with 
great  traditions!  In  fact,  I  have  always  said  and  I  shall  always 
maintain  that  there  are  more  characters  per  capita  in  this 
town  than  in  any  other  place  in  the  U.  S.  A." 

Dr.  Russell  Smith 


Attorney 


LOUISP.  WALTER,  JR. 

Louis  P.  Walter,  Jr  was  born  May  7,  1928,  the  son  of 
Louis  P.  Walter,  Sr.  and  Anna  Schaell  Walter.  He  attended 
St.  Louis  University,  majormg  in  government,  and  gradu- 
ating with  a  B.  S.  degree  in  1950.  In  1953,  he  received  a  J. 
D.  Degree  from  Georgetown  University  Law  Center  and  in 
1954,  a  L.  L.  M.  degree.  His  masters  thesis  was  in  the  field 
on  International  Law  and  was  written  under  the  direction  of 
Adrian  S.  Fisher,  who  was  later  Dean  of  Georgetown  Law 
Center.  While  attending  Law  School,  he  was  employed  on 
Capitol  Hill  under  the  patronage  of  U.  S.  Senator  Paul  H. 
Douglas  of  Illinois. 

In  May  1954,  Mr.  Walter  was  admitted  to  the  bar  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Illinois.  He  opened  his  office  in  Ohio  in 
September  of  that  year.  In  recent  years.  Attorney  Walter 
has  attended  seminars  sponsored  by  the  Association  of  Trial 
Lawyers  of  America  and  the  Practicing  Law  Institute,  pri- 
marily in  the  field  of  Criminal  Defense.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Association  of  Trial  Lawyers  of  America. 

Attorney  Walter  was  an  Assistant  Attorney  General 
of  Illinois  from  1961  through  1966.  He  was  first  elected 
Democratic  Precinct  Committeeman  in  1954,  and  has  served 
since  that  date.  He  has  served  as  Secretary  of  the  Bureau 
County  Democratic  Central  Committee  and  was  elected 
its  Vice-chairmari  in  1964,  serving  until  the  present  time.  He 
is  also  a  Past  Grand  Knight  of  the  K.  of  C. 

««3K3t3K3KSKSK3KStSO«8SSW3(J»KSK3«3CWKSW 

Remember  ice  making  time?  It  was  a  busy  time.  Men 
on  the  pond  sawing  ice  into  blocks,  stacking  it  on  bob  sleds, 
then  the  trip  to  the  farms  with  ice  houses.  There  it  was 
unloaded  and  packed  in  sawdust  to  wait  for  those  hot  summer 
days.  How  cold  and  delicious  it  tasted  on  those  August 
days  in  a  glass  of  "squeezed"  lemonade,  even  though  you 
might  see  flecks  of  dirt  in  your  floating  pieces  of  chipped 
ice! 


DR  WESNER 
Dr.  Wesner  lived  in  Ohio  several  years  around  1920.  He 
then  moved  his  practice  to  Normandy. 

DR.  RUSSELL  D.SMITH 
Dr.  Smith  graduated  from  Toulon  High  School  in  1945 
and  enrolled   at   Iowa  State  College,   Ames,    Iowa,   for  the 


A  few  years  ago  a  young  man  came  from  Chicago  to 
visit  his  girfriend.  He  stayed  in  the  car  while  she  attended 
to  some  errands  on  Main  Street.  Upon  her  return,  he  had 
an  odd  expression  on  his  face  and  stated,  "I  saw  a  horse 
go  in  that  tavern."  He  had.  That's  Ohio! 


Plat  of  Ohio  and  Businesses 


Ohio,  Illinois 
1877-1977 
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Businesses  in  Ohio  in  1876 


Carpenters 


School  Teachers 


G.  W.  Bail 
John  Booth 
J.  P.  Burnham 
John  Payne 
Robt.  Smiley 
B.  Smith 

Boarding  House 


J.  W.  Bailey 
D.  Emmons 
Z.S.  Hills 
Wm.  Luther 

Blacksmith 


G.  W.  Blake 


J.  H.  Compton 
Wm.  Ross 


Shoemaker 


H.  Spencer 
John  Thomas 
John  Weisel 

Wagon  Maker 


S.  Conner 
Wm.  Dexter 
John  Hogan 
R.  Neis 

Teamster  &  Livery 
Arthur  Brannan 
A.  Chandler 
Chas.  Doty 
John  Landers 


J.  H.  Bowlus 


Stock  Dealer 


C.  E.  Dewey 
R.R.  Agent 


H.  H.  Meek 


Butcher 


Peter  Demareth 
Geo.  Jones 


Grain  &  Stock 


Drugs 


Jas.  F.  Pagan 
M.  Pagan 
Geo.  Perry 

Grain  Dealer 


AW.  Chase 
O.  E.  Dewey 


Moses  Grumbine 


Barker  &  Billiards 


J   C.  Kessler 
J.  H.  Palmer 


Plasterer 


David  Sheehan 


Candy  Mfg. 


Chas.  C.  Hyatt 


Minister 


John  Wirges 


Lawyer 


Chas.  Falvey 


W.  Sims 

Physicians  &  Surgeons 
T.  D.  Mercer 
A.  N.  Richardson 


Fr.  P.  J.  Gormley-R.C. 
Rev.  Harvey  S.  Widney- 
Methodist 


Gen '  I  Merchandise 
Michael  Clasen 
G.  W.  Ellis 
John  Harderson 
'  P.  F.  Remsburg 
AS  Walter 
John  F.  Walter 
Wm.  S.  Wilson 

Tinner 

Edw.  Fredrick 

Hardware  &  Grocery 
Fred  Conrad 
Peter  Conrad 
J.G.  Ruff 

Harness  Maker 

John  Kohn 

F.  B.  Schmaus 

Lumber  &  Allied  Lines 

G.  G.  Rectenbaugh 
J.  W.  Ross 


Geo.  Smith 
Theodore  Weber 


Business  Directory 


Compare  the  number  in  the  directory  to  the  number  on 
the  map, and  it  will  tell  you  the  present  business  and  former 


businesses  in  the  same  location;  they  are  listed  In  descending 
order  from  present  to  first  known. 


1— THOMAS  RESIDENCE 
Restaurant— Alvey  Residence 

P.  Mungor 

A.  Meade 

R.  Ewalt 

D. Johnson 

E.  S.  Anderson 
Former  Building 
Library 
Hatchery 

L.  Morgensen 

M.  Melody 
G.  Anderson  Oil  Station 
Tire  Shop 

M.  Remsburg 

Wm.  Dunlap 

G.  Jackson 
Farmer '  s  Co-op— Groceries 
D.  Crane  Restaurant 
H.  Hardersen  Restaurant 
J.  McCrea,  Sr.  Restaurant 
Johnson  &  Conner  Furniture  &  Under- 
taker 
Walter  Bros.  General  Merchandise 
(site  of  first  telephone  office) 

2— DOLAN  AGENCY 

J.  R.  Doran 

F.  J.  Burke 
First  State  Bank  of  Ohio 
Wilson  Pomeroy  &  Co.  Banking  Firm 
Post  Office 

Station  Aaent— P.  Master 


Back  Office 
Jay  Dunn 

Kay  Johnson  Dance  Studio 
Dr.  Hamnett,  MD 

3— BONTZ'S  BEEHIVE  RESTAURANT 

Bea's  Country  Kitchen 

Ryan  Grocery 

G.  Anderson  Grocery 

F.  Anderson  Grocery 

F.  Sorensen  Grocery 
J.  Neis  Variety 

4  — BEAUTY  SHOP 

Yvonne's 
Ogan '  s  Men '  s  Clothing 
P.Spohn  Men's  Clothing 

G .  Anderson  Women ' s  Clothing 
E.  Spooner  Residence 

Bert  Johnson  Residence 
J.  Shannon  Restaurant 
O.  C.  Hey,  Justice  of  the  Peace  &  Watch- 
maker 

5_VACANT  BUILDING 

O.  Stevenson  Barbershop 

O.  L.  &  Eslie  Stevenson  Barbershop 

Levi  Stevenson  Barbershop 

Post  Office 

Rufus  Knight 

Mrs.  Anna  Ruff(Mrs.  Wm.  S.  Wilson) 

Whit  Young 

6_VACANT  BUILDING 


"The  Wreck" 

Dee's  Sundries 

Neis  Drugs 

Burke  Rexall  Drugs  &  Dolan  Ins.  Agency 

Ennes  &  Burke  Drugs 

Hill's  Drugs 


2nd  floor  Residences 


DeBruhl 

J.  Neis 

Hutchinson 


Dr.  Hamnett,  MD 
Dr.  Staley,  MD 
Dr.  Trumbauer,  MD 
Dr.  Hamnett,  MD 
Dr.  Howard,  MD 
Dr.  Blanchard,  DD 

7_W.F.  ANDERSON  HARDWARE 
Balcom  Hardware 
Balcom  &  Son  Hardware 
E.  Schell  Watchmaker 
Rectenbach  &  J.  W.  Ross  (Lumber, 
coal,  &  farm  machinery) 

2nd  Floor 

1. 0.0. F.  Rooms 

8_VACANT  LOT 

Nelson-Johnson  Carpenter  Shop 

Scoughton  Shoe  Repair  Shop 

C.  Obel  Shoe  Repair  Shop 
Demareth  Millinery 
Mollie  Mollee  Dressmaking 


9  — MORGENSEN  HATCHERY 
Formerly  Remsburg  BIdg. 

Wm.  Denbo  Meat  Market 
Post  Office  &  Millinery 

J.  Faley  M.  Sebastian 

Mrs.  A.  Sfieefian 

G.  Remsburg 

Mrs.  A.  Sfieefian 

10  — FORMERLY  WEISEL  BLDG. 
E,  Rehm  Barber  Sfiop 
Sheridan  Restaurant 
Downey  Restaurant 

D.  Eldridge  Restaurant 

Ace  Cafe  (Cassidy  &  Albrecfit) 

D,  Eldridge  Restaurant 

Weisel  Sfioe  repair  sfiop  &  residence 

11  — PARKING  LOT 

Formerly  Chandler  or  Poole  BIdg. 
Residence— Poole 
Restaurant  — Poole 
Restaurant  — Par  Her 
L.  Oakford  Variety  Store 
L.  Ryan  Grocery 
Chandler  Restaurant 
Winnebrenner  Harness  Shop 

12— CATHOLIC  RECTORY 

13  — CATHOLIC  CHURCH 

14  — OIL  STATION 
L.  Knjjth 

P.  Spohn 

15  — P.  WALTER  BUILDING 
L.  Walter  Grocery 

Former  Buildmg 
Spohn  &  Walter  General  Store 
P.  Conrad  General  Store 
Conrad  Bros.  General  Store 

2nd  floor 

CDA  Club  Room 
K  of  C  Club  Room 
Dr.  Allen,  MD 
Residence 

Mrs.  Rehm 

McElhaney,  Seamstress 

16  — GOY  HARDWARE 
J.  Faley  Appliance 

T.  Hannon  &  J.  Faley  Harness  &  Farm 
Implement  (A.  Scnmfcis  Harness 
Maker;  Fisher  Harness  Maker; 
Winnebrenner  Harness  Maker) 

17  — VACANT  LOT 
Rogers  Restaurant 
Parton  Restaurant 
Jones  Restaurant 

E.  Harting  Restaurant 
C.  Odell  Restaurant 
Faley  Pool  Hall 
C.  Stevenson  Pool  Hall 

18  — VACANT  BUILDING 
French  Residence 
A.  Mead  Restaurant 
J.  Johnson  Tavern 
S.  Gorman  Tavern 
Jury  Meat  Market 
Shawger  Meat  Market 


V.  Underine  Meat  Market 

W.  Anderson  &  V.  Underine  Meat 

Market 
M    Fagan  Meat  Market 

19  — HARRY  ETHERIDGE  TAVERN 
J.  Etheridge  Tavern 

E.  Brokaw  Restaurant 
H.  Hardersen  Restaurant 
Powers— Loan  Saloon 
McKinzie  Saloon 

20  — KIMETAVERN 
8.  Donnelly  Tavern 
C.  Gates  Tavern 

E.  Loan  Tavern 

Kreitzer  "Green  Parrot"  Confectionery 

G.  Meurer  Restaurant 

C.  Johnston  Restaurant 
M.  Saig  Restaurant 
Brokaw  Ice  Cream  Parlor 
McMahon  Saloon 

G.  Kolonzyk  Saloon 
T.  Burke  Saloon 
J.  Sowers 

Second  Floor 

Residence— for  proprietors  of  business 

21  — B  &  B  GROCERY  (formerly  2  bidgs.) 

D.  Johnson  Grocery 
Brown  Grocery 

B.  Gugerty 

D.  Albrecht  Plumbing 
V.  Nothnagel  Farm  Implement 
Former  Building  (next  to  library  #21 ) 
Steder  Plumbing  &  Heating 
G.  Morton  Plumbing  &  Heating 
C    E.  Conner  Furniture 
R.  W.  Mmkler  Furniture 
Ennis  &  Burke  Drug  Store 
Post  Office 
B,  Ross 
Former  Building  (Next  to  Kime's  #21a) 
Ohio  Herald 
E.  Rehm 
M.  Boyd 
J.  T.  Boyd 
Albrecht  &  Saltzman  Garage 
Wm.  Weisel  Vulcanizing  &  Gas  Pump 
A.  Anderson  &  J.  Albrecht  Hardware 
Basement  of  Present  Building 
"Meter  Mike"  (Mfg.) 
Garage 
Stubler 
Nothnagel 

22  — LIBRARY 
Gugerty  Grocery 

S.  Dulen  Notions  "Golden  Rule" 
P.  Pomeroy  Notions 

C.  Pomeroy  Men  's  Clothing 
Devine  &  Anderson  Grocery 
Farmer's  Co-op  — (Bixler) 
Royal  Blue 

M.  Burke  General  Merchandise 

2nd  floor 

Masonic  Club  Rooms 
Residence 

Kreitzer 

J.  Faley 
Chaumont  Club 

23— POST  OFFICE 
D.  Farrell 


F.  Anderson 

R.  Ewalt  Gamble  Store 

Wm.  Denbo  Grocery 

H.  Kramer  Merchant  &  Tailor 

Pomeroy-Henriksen  Men  's  Clothing 

Burnham  Furniture 

2nd  floor 

Telephone  Office— Chief  Operators 
E.  Gorman 
L.  Weisel 
J,  Burnham 

A.  Walton,  Night  Operator 
J.  M.  O'Malley,  MD 

24  — FRENCH  AUCTION  HOUSE 
H.  Cassidy  Antiques 
Recreation  Parlor— J.  Walker 
Post  Office 

C.  Knuth 

M.  Duffy 

J. Sheehan 
Yuhash  Art  Studio 

Johnson  &  Conner  Furniture  &  Under- 
taker 

25  — MICHAEL  BLDG. 
DORAN  ELECTRIC 

Ace  Cafe  (E.  Cassidy  &  M.  Albrecht) 

Farley  Barbershop 

Fane  Barbershop 

J.  Cassidy  Barbershop 

Merdian  Cafe 

Post  Office 

G-  Conner 

J.  Faley 
Ohio  Herald 

I.  Conner 

J   E.  Taylor 

P.  P.  Michaels 
2nd  floor 

J.  W.  O'Malley,  MD 

J   M.  O'Malley,  MD 

Dr.  Elder,  DD 

Dr.  Stoughton,  DD 

Dr.  Blanchard,  DD 
Prior  to  present  bidg.— Spencer  BIdg. 

Ohio  Herald 

H.  Kinney  Restaurant 

H.  Spencer  Shoe  Repair  (home  in  rear) 

26-JOHNSON-FARRELL    WAREHOUSE 

L.  Glash  Warehouse 

Dr.  Smith  Veterinery  Supplies 

Grampp  Poultry 

Rice  Tea  Room 

F.  Parchen  Paint 

Frey  Bakery 

C.  S.  McGonigle  Millinery 

J.  Parchen  Saloon 

L.  W.  Palmer  Paint  &  Furniture 

27  — CHASTEEN     BARBER     SHOP     (J. 

Spratt) 
Texaco  Station 

G.  Odell 

E.  Henderson 

E.  Coffee 
F. Johnson 
B.  O' Bryant 
W.  Horton 

J.  Faley  Chevrolet  Garage 
Blacksmith  Shop 

F.  Conner 

S.  T  Conner  , , 


No  longer  exisiting  building 
Gas  Station  (Illinois  Oil) 

Devine  &  Welch 

J.  Fatis 
O.  Shannon  Residence 
Justice  of  the  Peace— Hey 

28— 

J.  Anderson  Residence 
F.  Swain  Residence 
Albrecht  Residence 
B.  Ross  Hotel 

29— KRIEGER  GARAGE 
M.  Libby  Garage 

30  — SISLER'S  CREAMERY 

Wm.  Sisler  &  Edw,  Sisler 

Geo.  Sisler 
Sterling  &  Charles  Pomeroy 

31— VACANT  LOT 
SISLER'S  POULTRY 

D.  Matson 

R.  Sisler 

G.  Sisler 

L.  E.  Cadwalader 

32  — H,  MEYERS  RESIDENCE 

E.  McGraw  — Gas  Station 
M.  Doran— Gas  Station 

H.  Anderson— Gas  Station 
W.  Parlier— Gas  Station 

F.  Swain— Gas  Station 

33-BUS  STORAGE 
F,  Swam  "Grate  Stuf" 
M.  Libby  Garage 
Armstrong  Livery 

34  — ADAMS  LOCKER 
J.  Saltzman  Locker 

J.  Saltzman  Garage 

35  — VACANT  LOT 
Blacksmith  Shop 

A.  O'Hare 
M.  O'Hare 

36-MRS    SIDEBOTTOM'S  RESIDENCE 
Demareth  &  Neis  Wagon  Shop  &  Black- 
smith 
Demareth  Wagon  Shop 

37-OHIO  HOME  OIL  CO-  &  CAR  WASH 

Pearson  66  gas 

E   L.  Fahs— Cities  Service 

38  — GEORGE  ANDERSON 
STANDARD  STATION 

39  — CITY  HALL 

40-OHIO  WATER  DEPARTMENT 

41— OHIO  FIRE  STATION 

42  — LUTHERAN  CHURCH 

43— MC  DONALDTRUCKING 
D  &  H  Trucking  (gravel  &  asphalt) 
H.  McDonald  Fertilizer 

44— OHIO  HOME  OIL  CO. 
Spratt  &  Stocking 


E.  B.  Enright 
Illinois  Oil  Company 
E.  Enright 

E.  Fahs 
J.  Fahs 
W.  Weisel 

45— FORRISTAL  WELDING 
D.  Farrell 
L.  Forristall 

46— METHODIST  CHURCH 

47  — HARRY  CHASE  OHIO  FARM  FER- 

TILIZERS, INC.  &  GUN  SHOP 
Former  Building 
Warehouse 

Spohn  &  Walter 

P.  Conrad 

Conrad  Bros. 
Telephone  Supply  Office 

J.  Stevenson 

48  — RW.  SWANSON,  OHIO  GRAIN  CO. 
J.  Dunn 

Farm  Service  Grain 

F.  Naughtin,  Mgr. 
V.  Jennings,  Mgr. 

H.  Tucker  Elevator 

Ohio  Farmer's  Co-op,  A.  Anderson,  Mgr. 

Al  McCrea  Elevator 

Kessler  &  Grumbine  Elevator 

A  &  W  Chase  Elevator 

49  — EASTENDOFLOT 

J.  R.  Doran  Coal  Co.  (non-existent) 
Stockyards  (non-existent) 

50  — M.  FALEY  GARAGE  (non-existent) 

51  —"TIP  TOP"  FLOUR  MILL  (non- 

existent) 
Cameron  Anderson 

52  — GRAIN  BINS 
Warehouse 

Anderson  Hardware 
Hannon  &  Faley  Farm  Implement 
S.  T.  Conner  Blacksmith 
J   F  Walter  General  Store 
J.  F  Walter  Post  Master 

53  — STANDARD  OIL  BULK  PLANT 
O-  Conner 

I.  loder 
E   Sandrock 
Bert  Larson 
E   Norden 
E.  Ayers 

54  — L.  WALTER  LAW  OFFICE 
Post  Office 

C.  Knuth 
Knuth  's  Men  's  Clothing 
P.  Conrad  Men  's  Clothing 
Fire  Station  (hose  cart) 

55— VACANT 

S.  Burgoyne  Residence 

T.  Faley  Tavern 

Vacant 

T.  Faley  Saloon 

J.  Finn  Saloon 

T.  Hannon  8k  J.  Faley  Saloon 

56— VACANT 
T.  Burke  Saloon 


F.  Finn  Saloon 
L.  Spohn  Saloon 

57  — RESIDENCES 

T.  Lehn 
J.  Harris 
G    Krapff 
D   Lutz 
J   Potts 
E.  Partridge 
L.  Fahs 
L.  McDonald 
J.  Fagan 

58  — OHIO  FARM  FERTILIZER 

STORAGE 
H.  Jennings  Welding 
J.  Murray  Welding 
E.  Partridge  Welding 

59  — SCHULTZ  GARAGE 
E   Henderson  Garage 
Boyle  Garage 

J,  Faley  Garage 

T   Burke  (skating  rink  and  boxing  arena - 

2nd  floor) 
Kessler  &  Burke  Livery 
M.  Doran  &  Kinzer  Livery 

60  — DAVIS  RESIDENCE 
M    Rickert  Residence 
Burns  Residence 

M,  Faley  Residence 
Schaell  Residence 
H  McDonald  Residence 
Swanson  Residence 
Guldbeck  Residence 
T  Burke  Residence 
Hotel 

M    Gorman 

Delia  Remsburg 

61— DEPOT 

62— OHIO  FARM  FERTILIZER- 

(Warehouse) 
Lumber  Yard 

Davis  &  Hopkins 

G.  Conner 

O.  J.  Conner 

Wm.  Conner 

63  — MC.  FERTILIZER 

O.  Conner  &  D.  McDonald 
Swift  Fertilizer  Co. 

64  — LIVESTOCK  YARDS 
Farmers  Co-op— Wm.  loder,  Mgr. 
Fen  Anderson  &  N.  Johnson 

65-FARRELL'S  WELDING 

66  — VACANT  LOT 
J.  Neis  Bowling^Alley 

Star  Theater 

Bowling  Alley 

67-SCHULTZ  TRUCKING 
Schultz  Bros. 

68  — SWANSON  TRUCKING 
A.  Jackson 

69— OHIO  HOME  OIL  CO. 
Bulk  Plant 


Businesses  of  Yesteryear 


EARLY  STORE  WITH  OWNERS  R.  W.  MINKLER,  STANDING  AND  CLARENCE  CONNER. 


1912 

BLACKSMITH  SHOP 

Arthur  O'Hare,  Jr.,  standing  by  forge; 

other  blacksmiths  Fred  Duprais  in  back, 

Wm.  Dulen,  Sr.,  Charles  Obel. 
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MASON  BURKE'S 

GENERAL  MERCHANDISE 

Standing:  Jessie  Burnham,  Mary  Inks, 

Charles    Graham,    Mason    Burke    and 

Larry  Ryan.  Seated,  Charles  Pomeroy. 

1913 
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1914 
From   left  to  right:    Bill    Knuth,    Buck 
Faley,  Kate  Sheehan,  Pete  Spohn  and 
Mary  Burke. 


STEVENSON  BARBER  SHOP  — 1914 
First  chair:  Patron  -  unknown,  Barber  - 
Eslie  "Crackers"  Stevenson. 
Second  Chair;  Patron  -  Abe  Piper.  Bar- 
ber -  Ora  "Chub"  Stevenson. 
Third   Chair:    Patron    -   Tom    Sheehan, 
Barber  -  unknown. 
Man  in  back  ground  -  unknown. 


CLARENCE  CONNER  PLACE 
OF  BUSINESS 
With  sons.  Walter  and  Leonard,  1914. 


KNUTH  CLOTHING  STORE 
1920 


EARLY  DELIVERY  TRUCK 

George  Atkinson,  working  for  Spohn  and  Wal- 
ter's Store,  drove  this  grocery  truck  visiting  eacti 
farm.  Ttie  cfiildren  were  rigtit  there  when  it  stopped 
and   watched    patiently   as   the   eggs   were   traded 


PETER  SPOHN  -  GEORGE  ATKINSON 

for  supplies,  hoping  there  would  be  a  few  cents 
credit  for  a  stick  of  licorice.  If  the  lady  did  not 
trade  even,  she  was  given  wooden  tokens  to  use 
in  the  store  later. 


M.  E.  Cadwalader's  poultry  house  located  north 
of  the  railroad  tracks  and  the  depot.  Picture  was 
taken  after  the  fire  which  destroyed  the  building. 
Cadwalader  then  moved  north  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  He  had  a  grinding  mill  along  with  the 
poultry  business  for  several  years.  The  business 
was  later  managed  by  Mr.  Cadwalader's  son-in- 
law,  Guy  B.  Sisler  and  later  by  Guy's  son,  Ralph 
Sisler. 

George  S.  Jackson's  first  home  on  Long  Street 
is  in  the  background. 

Remember  in  the  1940's,  getting  a  carload  of  kids  and 
going  skating  at  the  Dixon  Rink?  It  was  said  to  be  the 
largest  open  air  skating  rink  in  the  world  which  was  also 
heated  in  the  winter.  The  night  this  rink  burned  the  flames 
could  be  seen  from  Ohio. 


Remember  the  high  school  kids,  lined  up  along  the  ice 
cream  freezers  in  Ryans  Grocery,  eating  their  lunch  and 
visiting  with  Goldie? 


CLARA  SNOW  AND  NINA  TUCKER  IN  DOOR 
OFTHEIR  DRESS  SHOP  ON  MAIN  STREET 


Tony  O'Neil,  who  did  the  butchering  at  the  slaughter 
house  west  of  Ohio  where  grain  storage  buildings  now 
stand,  peddled  meat  in  the  country  area.  He  drove  a  horse 
and  rang  a  bell  to  let  the  lady  of  the  house  know  he  had 
arrived.  Anderson  and  Underine  had  the  meat  market 
in  town  at  this  time. 
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THEOH 

In  the  early  days  the  Ohio  paper  was  published  by  the 
Gazette  Publishing  Co.  m  La  Moille.  H.  E,  Brown  was  the 
publisher.  In  1891.  P.  P.  Michaels  bought  the  paper  and 
called  it  the  "Ohio  Herald".  Mr.  Michaels  was  very  inter- 
ested in  the  village  and  its  people  and  supported  all  corn- 
munity  efforts.  It  was  he  who  coined  the  phrase  The  biggest 
little  city  in  the  state  of  Illinois".  He  also  established  the 
papers  tradition  of  being  non-partisan  politically,  and  in 
support  of  all  projects  for  the  common  good. 

Mr  Michaels  sold  the  paper  and  bought  it  again  several 
times  J  H.  Showalter,  R.  L.  Russell,  Rev.  Lewis,  Mr. 
Luther  and  E.  J.  Taylor  once  owned  the  paper  -  J.  E.  Tay  or 
edited  it  for  a  time  and  then  Taylor  purchased  it.  After 
his  death  in  1902  P  P.  Michaels  regained  ownership  until 
he  sold  to  Fred  L.  Tucker  in  1907.  Michaels  again  bought 
the  paper  in  1912  and  owned  and  edited  it  until  his  death 


lO  HERALD 

in  1917.  It  was  he  who  erected  the  present  Doran  Electric 
building  which  was  the  "Herald's"  printing  office. 

From  1917-1919  O.  J.  and  F.  D.  Conner  owned  the 
paper  and  from  1919-1924  Ivan  Conner  owned  and  edited 
it.  J.  T.  Boyd  took  possession  in  1924  and  after  his  death, 
Milne  Boyd  operated  it  with  the  help  of  his  family.  The 
Boyd's  had  moved  the  print  shop  to  a  small  building  (no 
longer  standing)  directly  south  of  Kime's  Tavern.  In  1940, 
Ed  Rehm  purchased  the  family's  interest.  The  press  was  sold 
and  from  that  date  the  paper  was  printed  by  other  presses 
in  Wyanet,  Bradford,  Princeton  and  Tiskilwa.  In  1946,  J. 
R.  Doran  purchased  the  paper  and  published  it  until  it  was 
sold  in  1952  when  rapidly  rising  printing  costs  made  pub- 
lishing prohibitive.  Rights  were  purchased  by  the  "Tiskilwa 
Chief"  which  was  soon  forced  to  close. 


SPOHN  -  WALTER  DRY  GOODS  - 1927 
Left  to  right:  Pete  Spohn,  Louie  Galgano,  Kathleen 
Waiter  (Doran). 


PROHIBITION  DAYS 
Front  row.  left:  Walter  "Tut"  Ander- 
son; Virgil  Underine,  sitting;  Elmer 
Johnson,  tapping  keg;  Verde  Anderson, 
leaning  on  wall;  Matt  McCormick, 
boxing  gloves,  Long  Bill  Anderson; 
Buck  Faley,  boxing;  Jack  Stieehan; 
Elsie  "Crackers"  Stevenson. 


STANDARD  AUTO 
PRODUCTS  COMPANY 
Standard  Auto  Products  Company 
was  establishied  in  Ohio,  III.  in  1924  by 
Fredrick  and  Thora  Jensen  Swam  The 
Swains  adapted  and  used  the  trademark 
"Grate  Stuf"  for  their  automotive  repair 
and  acessory  parts.  In  all,  their  line 
consisted  of  40  different  items.  "Grate 
Stuf"  products  were  the  first  in  the 
United  States  to  be  delivered  from  a 
truck  directly  to  the  dealers.  Their 
slogan  was:  "Gee  fellers,  it's  Grate 
Stuf!  Try  it,  you'll  say  so  too!"  Fred 
Swain  died  in  the  winter  of  1940,  but 
business  was  carried  on  by  his  widow 
and  family  for  many  years. 


"GRATE  STUF"  DELIVERY  TRUCK 


FRANK  BURKE 

DRUGSTORE 

Palmer  Shifflet,  Frank 

Burke,  Roy  Johnson 
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INSIDE  BURKE  DRUG  STORE 


ROY  JOHNSON.  F.J.  BURKE 


JULIUS  KRAMER  AND  MR.  WALTER 


"EDDIE'S  STATION"  1940-1953 

"EDDIE  PAHS'  GAS  STATION" 
In  1925  "Eddie"  started  in  the  service  station  business 
with  his  father,  west  of  the  Catholic  Church.  He  purchased 
a  200  gallon  gas  truck  and  started  rural  deliveries,  bucketing 
off  five  gallons  at  a  time.  In  1927  John  died, and  Eddie  con- 
tinued in  the  station  until  the  nnid  1930's  when  Illinois 
Oil  Company  built  the  station  next  to  the  Lutheran  Church, 
now  the  Skelly  Station.  Eddie  was  the  first  operator  of  this 
station  and  worked  there  until  1939  when  he  moved  down  to 
"the  corner"  of  Route  92  and  26  where  the  Skelly  station 
and  car  wash  is  now.  He  operated  this  station  from  1939 
until  1953,and  most  people  will  remember  Eddie  as  repairing 
worn  out  tires  during  World  War  II  days  with  reliners, 
"boots"  and  anything  to  make  them  hold  air.  Also  the  war 
years  brought  gas  rationing  and  gas  stamps.  The  younger 
generation  during  the  war  years  remember  Eddie's  station 
as  the  "hangout"  and  if  you  had  a  big  date  for  Saturday 
night,  somehow  Eddie  always  seemed  to  have  a  couple 
gallons  of  gas  for  you.  The  place  would  be  so  crowded  with 
kids  loafing  on  Saturday  night  and  Sunday  afternoon  you 
could  barely  push  your  way  in  and  out  of  the  doors.  I\^any 
good  memories  of  Eddie's  station  still  linger  in  the  minds 
of  "the  kids"  of  that  era.  When  World  War  II  ended,  it  was 
the  reunion  place  for  many  of  the  returning  servicemen 
of  the  Ohio  area 


FALEY'S  APPLIANCES  1955 
John  "Jack"  Faley  started  an  appliance  store  in 
1945  in  the  building  previously  owned  by  his  father, 
James  Faley,  who  had  a  harness  shop  there.  "Jack" 
operated  this  appliance  store  until  1971  when  poor 
health  forced  him  to  close  the  business.  Jack  was 
a  friend  to  all  and  a  great  supporter  of  our  town. 


CAROL  ETHERIDGE  TOWNSEND,  A  STUDENT 
OF  "KAYS  DANCE  STUDIO" 
Kays  Dance  Studio  was  open  for  three  years,  1950, 
1951  and  1952.  One  hundred  students  participated 
in  the  yearly  dance  recitals  directed  by  Kay  Johnson 
with  music  by  Vance  Plapp,  and  the  lighting  by 
Ted.  C  Anderson  and  Catherine  Saltzman  Gebhart. 
Carol  is  shown  here  in  a  costume  designed  by 
Mrs.  Gilbert  Anderson. 


CYRIL  AND  GOLDIE  RYAN 

RYANS GROCERY 
Cyril  and  Goldie  Ryan  bought  the  store  In  1957.  Cyril 
died  in  1962,and  Goldie  continued  operating  it  until  December 
1973.  Remember  the  luscious  pork  tenderloins  they  sold. 
Cyril  and  Goldie  were  staunch  supporters  of  all  town  and 
school  activities.  IVIany  high  school  kids  will  remember 
lining  up  along  the  ice  cream  freezers  to  eat  their  lunch 
and  visit  with  Goldie.  There  are  lots  of  fond  memories  here 
with  the  Ryans,  and  their  clerks,  Elizabeth  Blaine,  Sarah 
Richards,  Katie  Phillips  and  Elaine  Martin. 


Main  Street  Prior  to  1904 
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LOOKING  NORTH 


Main  street  1977 


WEST  SIDE  LOOKING  SOUTH 


EAST  SIDE  LOOKING  SOUTH 
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LOOKING  NORTH 


Businesses  of  Today 


OHIO  GRAIN  COMPANY 

1977 


OHIO  ELEVATORS 

Among  the  first  businesses  in  the  new  village  of  Ohio 
was  the  grain  business.  Mr.  A.  W.  Chase  and  Mr.  John 
C.  Kessler  were  early  grain  and  livestock  shipping  business 
men. 

Mr.  John  C.  Kessler  of  May  township  moved  to  Ohio 
in  1871,  when  the  railroad  came  through,  and  he  went  into 
the  grain  business  and  later  built  the  first  elevator.  This 
consisted  of  three  flat  storage  bins  along  the  north  side  of 
the  tracks.  Mr.  Moses  Grumbme,  Kessler's  brother-in-law, 
joined  him  in  business  in  1872. 

One  of  the  stories  of  the  young  folks,  was  remembering 
Mr.  Grumbme  caring  for  and  leading  an  old  blind  horse  to 
water.  The  horse  was  used  to  turn  the  machinery  for  hoisting 
grain  into  the  elevator  at  that  time.  He  would  go  round  and 
round  by  the  hour  when  there  was  much  hauling  of  grain. 

The  first  part  of  the  present  wooden  upright  elevator, 
located  north  of  the  railroad  and  west  along  Rt.  26,  was  built 
in  1897  by  a  contractor  by  the  name  of  Travis,  and  it  housed 
20,000  bushel  of  shelled  grain.  The  east  house  was  built 
in  1901  and  also  housed  20,000  bushel.  The  first  scale  was 
a  four  ton  scale. 

The  Farmers  Grain  Company  owned  this  elevator  for 
a  number  of  years,  and  in  January  1934,  when  A.  E.  Ander- 
son was  manager,  they  sold  it  to  Harold  Tucker  who  added 
a  larger  scale.  It  was  called  the  Tucker  Grain  Co.  He  operated 
the  business  until  1949  when  he  leased  it  to  the  Farm  Bureau, 
who  ran  it  until  Mr.  Tucker  sold  the  elevator  to  James  D. 
Dunn  in  1954.  Mr.  Dunn  used  Ohio  Grain  Company  as  the 
business  name.  He  improved  the  services  to  the  farmers 
by  adding  a  dryer  and  flat  storage  in  town  and  one  mile 
west  of  town,  totaling  849,000  bushel. 

Mr.  Richard  W.  Swanson  purchased  the  Ohio  Grain 
Company  in  1970  from  James  D.  Dunn,  and  Mr.  Robert 
Payne  of  Amboy  was  hired  as  manager.  The  following  year 
a  new  office  was  built  directly  north  of  the  elevator.  Many 
new  additions  including  another  dump  pit,  leg,  and  dryer 
were  added  to  move  grain  faster  for  the  farmers.  By  this 
time  the  elevator  was  using  a  thirty  ton  scale. 


In  the  spring  and  summer  of  1976,  a  complete  new 
elevator  was  erected  by  Mr.  Swanson,  located  one  mile 
west  of  Ohio  on  the  west  side  of  Albrecht  Road.  The  new 
facility  is  all  metal  with  round  upright  bins,  consisting 
of  two  152,000  bushel  storage  bins,  two  wet  holding  bins 
holding  44,000  bushel  and  two  overhead  load  out  bins.  A 
3000  bushel  an  hour  dryer  was  erected  with  a  10,000  bushel 
an  hour  wet  leg  and  a  6000  bushel  an  hour  dry  leg.  The 
600  bushel  dump  pit  is  enclosed  with  a  modern  power  room 
attached.  Instead  of  horse  drawn  wagons  crossing  a  four  ton 
scale,  we  have  progressed  to  diesel  tractors  with  two  four 
hundred  bushel  wagons  crossing  a  sixty  ton  scale  attached 
to  a  new  26  x  40  all  steel  office. 

Total  capacity  of  the  present  facility  is  1,222,000  bushel 
grain.  Building  has  already  started  on  an  additional  2000 
bushel  dryer  and  a  246,000  bushel  round,  metal  storage 
bin,  which  will  be  in  use  by  the  fall  of  1977.  Approximately 
70,000  bushel  can  be  dumped  a  day  with  this  modern  equip- 
ment. 


THE  GOLAN  INSURANCE  AGENCY 
The  Dolan  Agency  is  the  oldest  business  in  Ohio  owned 
and  operated  by  one  family  since  its  beginning.  M.  J.  Dolan 
established  the  agency  in  1878  to  supplement  his  income. 
He  conducted  its  affairs  from  his  home,  107  Washington, 
until  his  death  in  1918. 

Frank  J.  Burke  bought  the  business  from  his  mother- 
in-law,  Mrs.  Dolan,  the  same  year.  His  office  was  in  the 
Rexall  Drug  Store  which  he  also  owned  and  operated.  In 
1944,  he  moved  the  business  into  the  building  formerly 
occupied  by  the  First  State  Bank. 

In  1945,  his  son-in-law,  J.  R.  Doran,  entered  the  busi- 
ness as  a  partner  and  purchased  Mr.  Burke's  interest  on 
his  death.  In  1973,  he  was  joined  by  his  son-in-law,  Allen 
Fane,  the  fourth  generation  and  the  third  son-in-law  in 
the  agency. 


ALBRECHTWELL  DRILLING,  INC. 
Albrecht  Well  Drilling,  Inc.,  of  Ohio,  is  an  enterprise 
which  has  been  in  operation  since  1880  and  is  growing  today. 
It  was  begun  by  Fred  A.  Albrecht  and  has  progressed  from 
pick  and  shovel  through  drilling  with  horse-operated  rigs  and 
jetting  machines  to  the  four  modern  rotary  rigs  presently 
used. 

Fred's  son,  Henry,  his  grandson.  Dean,  and  his  grand- 
sons, Harold  and  Robert,  all  have  participated  even  as  small 
children,  as  have  other  members  of  the  family  who  are 
now  occupied  elsewhere,  makmg  it  truly  a  family  affair. 
From  an  activity  which  once  'filled  in  the  cracks'  in  farming 
time  and  for  which  the  office  was  a  dining  table,  it  has  grown 
to  provide  employment  for  more  than  twenty  people  and  to 
fill  its  present  plant,  built  since  a  serious  fire  levelled  the 
facilities  December  19,  1974. 


The  firm  incorporated  in  1976,  to  accommodate  broader 
ownership  as  it  has  grown.  It  designs  and  constructs  wells, 
pumps,  and  systems  for  farm,  home,  public  water  supply, 
and  industrial  operations,  and  it  has  in  recent  years  expanded 
into  farm  irrigation  wells.  The  company  designs  and  manu- 
factures some  of  their  own  equipment  and  tools,  including 
that  necessary  for  a  new  method  of  drilling  Dean  has  de- 
veloped. Various  employees  have  attended  seminars  and 
courses  to  better  equip  them  for  their  work  in  an  effort  to 
provide  the  best  possible  service.  Dean  presently  serves 
on  the  state  licensing  board  for  water  well  drillers,  and 
he  and  his  wife,  Ann,  were  members  of  a  Goodwill  People- 
to-People  Mission  to  Europe  and  the  Soviet  Union  in  1973, 
sponsored  by  the  National  Water  Well  Association.  The  firm 
constructs  an  ever-increasing  number  of  wells  over  most  of 
northern  Illinois  and  has  recently  opened  a  branch  in  Havana, 
Illinois. 


SISLER'S  CREAMERY  1908 
Left  to  right:  George  "Red  "  Sisler,  Guy  Sisler,  and    Chas.  Pomeroy  in  the  "Hup" 


SISLER'S  DAIRY  PRODUCTS  1977 


HISTORY  OF  SISLER'S  DAIRY  PRODUCTS 

In  1904,  George  L.  Sisler.  who  was  a  mail  carrier  for 

R.F.D.  3,  began  in  his  spare  time  making  ice  cream,  which 

at  that  time  was  an  infant  industry.  Each  night  and  morning 

the    fresh    separated    cream    was    gathered    from    selected 


farmers.  Ice  was  cut  each  winter  from  the  Albrecht  pond  and 
stored  in  ice  houses.  This  ice  was  used  in  the  ice  cream 
making  and  also  sold  to  customers  for  home  ice  boxes.  He 
made  ice  cream  by  a  hand  turned  freezer  at  first,  then  went 
to  the  gasoline  engine  and  later  electricity.  In  1907,  a  cement 


block  building  was  built  for  the  Ice  cream  factory  and  a  large 
Ice  fiouse.  By  1911.  the  business  required  all  of  Mr.  SIsler's 
time  so  he  resigned  from  the  mall  route.  In  1913,  a  cement 
block  building  was  constructed  for  a  creamery  at  the  present 
location  by  Pomeroy  Bros,  and  Pearl  P.  Michael.  Cream 
was  received  from  La  Mollle.  Van  Orin,  Walnut,  Tampico, 
Prophetstown  and  OMo.  The  butter  was  sold  on  the  open 
market  m  Chicago.  Roy  Dewey  bought  the  creamery  from  the 
Pomeroy  Bros,  and  later  sold  It  to  George  L.  SIsler  on  January 
1 ,  1928,  and  the  ice  cream  and  butter  business  was  combined. 
The  building  was  remodeled  and  electric  power  Installed. 
Harry  Moore  was  plant  manager  for  George  for  over  30  years. 
In  1957,  William  Sisler  took  over  the  management  and  his 
father  retired.  In  about  1959.  the  ice  business  was  revived 
and  has  grown  each  year.  In  1964,  Edward  Sisler  joined 
Bill  in  the  business,  and  they  bought  Glldden  and  RIppll 
in  DeKalb;  Ed  manages  the  DeKalb  plant.  In  1977,  SIsler's 
Dairy  products  extended  its  territory  by  purchasing  Western 
Illinois  Ice  In  Galesburg. 


SCHULTZTRUCKING  1937 


KRIEGERSGARAGE 

The  brown  block  building  that  houses  Krieger's  Garage 
was  built  by  Michael  LIbby  In  1924  or  1925.  It  was  operated 
by  Mike  as  an  auto  repair  shop  until  he  was  injured  In  an 
accident  in  the  garage  In  1935.  C.  J.  Krieger.  t5etter  known 
as  Ladd,  started  his  training  under  Mike  while  he  was  still 
In  school.  In  1938,  he  took  over  the  operation  of  the  garage 
on  his  own.  He  ran  it  by  himself  during  World  War  II. 

In  1946,  Wayne  Albrecht  returned  to  Ohio  and  started 
working  for  Ladd.  Wayne  remained  with  Krieger's  Garage 
until  Dec,  1972. 

In  1959.  the  hoist  room  and  parts  room  were  added  to 
the  east  side  of  the  original  building.  Also,  In  1959,  Leslie 
Krieger,  having  completed  school  and  six  months  Army 
training,  came  to  work  full  time  with  his  father. 

In  1966,  Leslie  and  his  family  moved  to  Phoenix,  Ari- 
zona, where  they  remained  for  ten  years.  In  1976,  Les  and 
family  moved  back  to  Ohio  to  take  over  the  management 
and  operation  of  the  garage  with  his  father. 

Now,  at  the  end  of  '76  and  the  beginning  of  '77,  Ladd 
and  Les  are  adding  a  50'  x  60'  building  on  the  west  side 
of  the  original  building.  This  building  will  be  over  twenty 
feet  high  and  will  house  another  hoist  to  lift  large  trucks 
and  busses,  since  large  truck  service  Is  Les '  specialty. 

ETHERIDGE TAVERN 

In  1933,  Joseph  Etheridge  ("Coky")  purchased  the 
restaurant  business  of  Edgar  Brokaw.  Coky  obtained  a  li- 
cense that  same  year  to  serve  beer,  and  1934  whiskey 
was  added  to  the  bar.  For  some  time,  meals  including  pie 
were  served  for  thirty-five  cents  at  Coky's  Tap.  Harry, 
Coky's  younger  brother,  was  among  those  who  worked  In 
the  tavern.  In  1934,  a  liquor  distributor  gave  to  the  tavern 
a  large  back  bar  that  had  been  on  display  at  the  Chicago 
World's  Fair.  Large  blocks  of  Ice  cooled  the  beer  that  sold 
for  five  and  ten  cents  in  1936.  Fifteen  to  twenty-five  cents 
bought  a  shot  of  whiskey.  Customers  were  treated  to  fish 
for  five  cents  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  night. 

In  1938.  Harry  purchased  the  business.  He  and  his 
family  lived  in  the  apartment  above  the  tavern  until  1944. 
Much  has  changed  since  the  thirties.  Prices  have  Increased, 
blocks  of  Ice  have  been  replaced  by  electric  coolers,  and 
there  are  new  beers  and  liquors.  Some  things  are  much  the 
same.  The  bar  from  the  World's  Fair  Is  still  there.  Many 
of  the  faces  are  the  same  as  are  some  of  the  tales  that  are 
told.  Through  the  years,  practical  jokes  and  these  tales  have 
made  the  tavern  a  favorite  place  for  men  to  gather  each  day. 
In  recent  years  the  tavern  was  nicknamed  "The  Medicare 
Center"  where  Harry's  "Words  of  Wisdom"  are  free. 

We  miss  that  seven  and  six  o'clock  whistle  which  our 
faithful  lady,  Ursala  Glover,  blew  every  day  except  Sundays 
for  many,  many  years. 


SCHULTZTRUCKING 

Lester  and  Leroy  Schultz  purchased  their  first  straight 
truck  in  March,  1936.  The  name  of  their  business  was  Schultz 
Bros.  Later  in  the  year  they  bought  a  4  wheel  trailer.  In  1937, 
they  purchased  another  truck  and  trailer  and  a  semi.  Les  and 
Eleanor  were  married  In  1937,  and  she  helped  by  answering 
the  phone.  By  1939  they  were  doing  much  hauling  In  the  Ohio 
area,  so  when  Leroy  and  Marjorle  were  married  they  pur- 
chased the  Erickson  home.  A  loading  facility  was  built  there, 
and  this  is  where  most  of  the  loading  was  done. 

In  1942,  Les  and  Eleanor  moved  to  their  present  home 
which  they  purchased  from  Mary  (Aunt  Sid.)  Johnson.  They 
erected  the  big  truck  shed  at  this  time,  and  the  business 
has  been  located  here  since  that  time. 

In  1939,  they  employed  their  first  hired  man,  Robert 
Webb,  and  a  short  time  later  Leonard  Carlson,  but  he  soon 
went  to  the  service. 

During  the  next  few  years  many  more  units  were  added, 
and  at  the  present  time  they  have  37  units.  Over  the  forty 
years  they  have  had  many  employees,  starting  many  of  the 
area  truck  drivers  out  to  drive.  Eleanor  does  the  bookkeeping. 

In  1958,  Lester  purchased  Leroy 's  part  of  the  business, 
and  the  name  was  changed  to  Schultz  Trucking.  At  this 
time,  Arlen  was  attending  the  University  of  III.,  but  he 
decided  to  work  with  his  father  and  has  been  working  with 
him  since.  Now  there  are  grandsons  helping,  making  It  a 
third  generation  business. 


ALLEN  RADIO  &  MOTOR  SHOP 
Owned  and  operated  by  Ralph  Allen. 


THE  OHIO  HATCHERY 

In  1936,  Turner  Mills  of  McNabb  started  the  Millway 
Hatchery  in  Ohio.  It  was  managed  by  Mike  Melody,  and  at 
that  time  they  handled  Arcady  feed.  In  1942,  Lester  Mor- 
gensen  became  manager,  and  it  became  known  as  The  Ohio 
Hatchery.  About  1946,  a  new  block  building  was  erected. 
Mr.  Morgensen  bought  out  the  business  in  1947  and  now 
handles  Kent  Feeds.  The  business  has  grown  each  year, 
and  today  it  is  a  thriving  business  which  serves  a  large 
territory  in  Northern  Illinois. 

Mr.  Morgensen  and  his  wife,  Mae,  and  three  children, 
Delores  Mae,  Carl  Edward  and  Ronald  Eugene,  moved  to 
Ohio  in  1942.  In  1961 ,  they  bought  a  new  home  on  East  Jack- 
son Street  where  they  still  reside. 


FORRISTAL  WELDING  SHOP 
Steve  and  Lyie  Fornstal. 


SWANSON  TRUCKING 

Swanson  Trucking,  celebrating  it's  thirtieth  anniver- 
sary, started  in  1947  with  one  grain  tractor-trailer  under  the 
name  of  Jackson  and  Swanson.  Work  consisted  of  hauling 
from  local  elevators  to  river  terminals.  In  1948  livestock 
hauling  was  added,  and  Preston  Burger  was  hired.  Swanson 
bought  out  Arden  Jackson's  share  in  1956,  and  by  1958, 
Swanson  Trucking  was  also  hauling  hogs  to  the  East  Coast 
and  employed  ten  drivers.  Swanson  trucks  were  averaging 
over  five  hundred  twenty  thousand  (520,000)  miles  per  year. 

In  1967,  Swanson  Trucking  began  trucking  liquid  ferti- 
lizer in  tank  trailers  for  the  Ohio  Farm  Fertilizer  Company 
and  liquid  molasses  cattle  feed  tor  the  Illinois  Liquid  Feed 
Company  in  Peoria,  Illinois  covering  a  seven  state  area. 

1968  saw  a  new  garage  facility  built  to  accomodate  and 
service  the  Swanson  fleet  which  now,  in  1977,  consists  of 
twelve  tractors,  six  stock  trailers,  five  grain  trailers,  nine 
tank  trailers  and  three  straight  trucks.  Employees  number 
two  mechanics,  three  office  girls,  one  dispatcher  and  fourteen 
drivers, 

Swanson  Trucking  has  a  built  in  trucking  enthusiast  in 
their  grandson.  Brooks  DeBruhl.  He  has  traveled  thousands 
of  miles  with  his  father,  Charles  (Buddy).  Since  Brooks 
was  old  enough  to  hold  a  pencil  he  has  been  sketching  his 
Grandpa's  fleet  of  trucks. 

All  maintenance,  except  major  over-hauls,  is  done  in 
the  company  garage  keeping  the  fleet  of  trucks  rolling 
continually  to  cover  the  one  million  five  hundred  thousand 
(1 ,500,000)  miles  traveled  annually. 

SWANSON  APPALOOSA 
Swanson  Appaloosas  originated  when  Dick  and   Helen 

SWANSON  TRUCKING  AND 
APPALOOSA  STABLE 
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Swanson,  In  1969.  purchased  one  horse  and  by  1970  had 
expanded  to  three  geldings,  one  stallion  and  one  mare. 
A  seven  stall  stable  had  also  been  constructed. 

In  1973  STAR  DEEDS  (Big  Red)  was  purchased  and  in 
1975  an  association  called  the  Mid-Con  was  formed.  This 
represented  thirty-two  regional  clubs  and  in  the  first  year 
STAR  DEEDS  became  the  first  and  only  Supreme 
Champion  out  of  some  seven  hundred  nominated.  Proof  of 
the  Supreme  award  came  as  he  was  the  Hi-Point  Performance 
horse  at  the  first  Mid-Con  Regional  show. 

Purchased  in  1974  was  the  stallion  SMOKIN  THRU.  He 
was  put  on  the  show  circuit  and  SMOKE  attained  his 
Champion  plateau  in  the  Mid-Con  the  first  year.  His  show 
record  has  many  Grand  Champion  awards,  winning  over 
National  and  World  Champion  stallions  who  have  been  shown 
nation  wide. 

1975  saw  an  expansion  of  six  stalls  to  the  stable  now 
measuring  32'  x  100'. 

In  1976  a  yearling  filly  raised  by  Swansons  was  exported 
in  Caracas  Venezuela. 

Dawn  and  Stacy  DeBruhl.  granddaughters  of  Swansons, 
have  been  showing  some  of  these  horses  in  the  youth  program 
of  the  Illinois  Appaloosa  Association  since  1973  and  winning 
many  awards.  And  being  a  family  affair  their  daughter, 
Barbara  DeBruhl  and  niece,  Ann  Bass,  groom,  condition 
and  tram  the  horses. 

By  1977.  Swanson  Appaioosas  have  eighteen  horses 
including  one  Supreme  Champion  and  one  Champion.  The 
stable  area  now  features  a  lounge  overlooking  a  62  x  140' 
heated  indoor  arena.  So  m  a  few  short  years,  it  has  grown 
into  what  we  feel  is  one  of  the  area's  finest  facilities. 


STANDARD  SERVICE  STATION 
Geo.  Anderson,  owner  and  operator. 


OHIO  WELDINGSHOP 
Owned  by  Delmar  Farrell. 

GROSSMAN  SHELLING  AND  TILING 
Melvin  Grossman  is  the  owner  of  a  grain  shelling  and 
hauling  business,  custom  field  tiling  operation  and  farmer. 
He  and  his  father.  William  Grossman,  purchased  the 


corn  shelling  business  from  Arden  Jackson  in  1949  and  were 
in  partnership  until  1975.  when  William  retired.  William  and 
his  wife,  Darlene,  own  several  farms  and  in  1958  built  a  home 
on  their  land  northeast  of  Ohio,  Sec.  2-18-9. 

Melvin  began  the  tiling  business  in  1972.  He  and  his 
wife,  Janet,  purchased  their  80  acre  farm,  Sec.  2-18-9,  from 
Arden  and  Anna  Jackson  in  1953  and  they  have  resided 
there  since.  In  1962,  they  built  a  new  house,  tearing  down  the 
original. 

An  interesting  note  is  that  in  1915,  William  and  Frank 
Grossman,  brothers,  began  a  corn  shelling  business  and  cus- 
tom threshing,  which  they  continued  to  operate  jointly 
until  1924.  Their  sheller  was  an  Ottawa  which  was  pulled 
by  a  tractor,  and  the  grain  was  hauled  to  the  elevator  with 
horses  and  wagons  or  sleds. 

THESAFARGOCO. 

The  Safargo  Company  began  in  1956  when  Curtis 
Saltzman  invented  and  patented  a  remote  reader  for  water 
meters,  whose  trade  name  is  "Meter  Mike".  It  is  being 
widely  distributed  in  Illinois  and  surrounding  states. 

The  company  was  originally  named  after  the  owners. 
Curtis  Saltzman,  Delmar  Farrell  and  Steve  Gorman.  It  is 
now  owned  by  Steve  Gorman. 


Mcdonald 
trucking 


OHIO 


JAMES  W.  EVANS 
In  April.  1977.  jim  began  his  21st  year  as  a  sales  represent- 
ative with  Investors  Diversified  Service. 


R.   E.   KERR 
CURLY'S  SIGNS 

Phone  376-4204 
OHIO,  ILLINOIS  61349 


Small  Signs 


Truck  Lettering 


DRAPER  REAL  ESTATE  AND  AUCTION  SERVICE 
Draper  Real  Estate  and  Auction  Service  is  owned  and 
operated  by  Robert  Draper  and  is  located  one  and  one-half 
miles  northeast  of  Ohio.  Bob  is  a  real  estate  broker, 
auctioneer,  and  appraiser.  He  started  the  business  in  1961, 
and  has  sold  over  forty  homes  in  Ohio,  as  well  as,  many 
acres  of  land  in  Bureau,  Lee,  Whiteside,  and  LaSalle  Coun- 
ties, both  at  auction  and  privately.  He  handles  all  types  of 
auctions  including  real  estate,  antiques,  household  goods 
and  farm  machinery.  Bob  does  appraisals  for  estates,  in- 
dividuals, businesses,  and  for  banks  and  lending  institutions. 


.m: 
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BUCK  DONNELLY  &  HIS  BACKHOE 


OAK  VALLEY  RECREATION 
Construction  began  in  the  fall  of  1970  for  a  trap  shoot 
range  northeast  of  Ohio  on  a  farm  owned  by  Harry  Chase. 
The  land  was  formerly  owned  by  Nick  Heinze  and  later 
by  the  Earley  Estate;  Chases'  purchased  the  farm  in  1969. 
Trap  range,  named  Oak  Valley  Recreation,  opened  January, 
1971,  with  a  five  trap  field  and  a  two  story  club  house.  In 
1975,  it  was  expanded.  Local  help  is  employed  to  operate 
trap  range,  and  shooters  come  from  Wisconsin,  Iowa, 
Illinois  and  Indiana. 


OHIO  FARM  FERTILIZERS 
&  HARRY  CHASE'S  GUN  SHOP 


BUVING  HQ65 


DfllLV  7B.N.-IRM. 


HEINOLD  HOG  BUYING 
Ken  Ringle,  manager 


B&  B  GROCERY 
Bob  and  Barbara  Brandau,  owners. 
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tVIUELLER'S  MACH.  MART 
Located  northeast  of  town  and  Is  owned  by  Rich  Mueller. 


SKELLY  CAR  WASH 
Junction  of  26  and  92  Jim  Spratt  and  John  Gugerty  standing 


Sohigro 


SOHIGRO  FERTILIZER  PLANT 

Located  west  of  town  and  managed  by  Tom  Durham, 

Lorna  and  Tom  Durham  standing. 


FIRST  MISS  INC. 
Fertilizer  plant  located  east  of  town 


DEEDEES  BEAUTY  SALON 
Diana  Schultz,  beautician,  opened  the  salon  in  1977. 


OHIO  SKELLY  SERVICE 
Jini  Spratt  and  Bud  Stocking. 


M  &  C  FERTILIZER 
David  McDonald  and  Ormond  Conner,  owners. 


In  1913,  C.  E.  Conner  advertised:  We  can  furnish, 
at  a  very  reasonable  charge  the  choicest  fresh  flowers,  for 
any  occasion,  arranged  in  any  design  desired.  Also,  potted 
plants,  and  everything  usually  found  at  a  first-class  florist. 
Call  and  see  our  designs. 


CONNER'S  HOME  &  FARM  SERVICE 
Orm  Conner,  Jobber  of  Amoco  Products 

FARRELL  HEATING  &  COOLING 
Randall  Farrell,  owner  -  operator 

JOHNSON  ELECTRICAL  SERVICE 
Doug  Johnson,  owner  -  operator 

GEORGE  ALLEN'S  ELECTRICAL  SERVICE 

EULA  MCGRAW'S  BEAUTY  SHOP 

FERN  PLAPP'S  BEAUTY  SHOP 

BIG  JIM'S  LOUNGE 
Owned  and  operated  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jim  KIme 

JANICE  HOFFMAN'S  BEAUTY  SHOP 

SANDY  SCROGGIN    S  BEAUTY  SHOP 


PROG RAH  o 

SCHOOL 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Ohio  Opera  House, 

Saturday,  March  %  1898. 

GRAMMAR  SCHOOL 
SELF-CULTURE  .  .  . 
CLUB.  .  .  AIDED  BY 
INTEKMEDLATE  .  . 
GIRLS 


Curtain  Rises  at  7:45. 


BONTZ' BEEHIVE 

Restaurant  and  Lounge,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maynard 

Bontz,  owners. 


"flower-fresh' 


Duraclean' 

The  foam  absorption 

cleaning   process 

recommended  by 

manufacturers 

of  carpets  and 

furniture 


Duraclean 
Carpet  &  Upholstery  Service 

317  Van  Buren  St. 
Bob  Powers  -  Owner 


Remember  whien  a  medicine  show  came  every  year 
under  the  management  of  a  family  named  Robinson  with  a 
harpist,  Louis  Galgano,  known  to  many  of  us.  Louis 
remamed  and  made  Ohio  his  home. 


Specials 

FttJay,  Saturday  &    Sunday 


P05.1  TOASTIES 
FORK  and  BEANS 
CORN  FLAKES 
COFFEE        R 
FLOUR        R 


2  pkgf. 

6  reg.  size  cans 

2  Igc;.  pkg». 

lb. 

49  ib,  bag 


POWDERED  or  BROWN  SUGAR  4  lb. 
VINEGAR         Pure  cider  gaL 

SUMMER  DRINK         Jack  Sprat    2  pkg 


FRUIT  PECTIN 


if»kg. 


21c 
29c 
19c 
23o 

1.99 
25c 
29c 

.  9c 
10c 


Spohn  &  Walter 

Good  Meat  but  Cheap 


Beef  steak         Tender 
Cfioice  Beef  roast 
Beef  Boil 
Hamburger 
Veal  Steak 
Vtal  Roast 
Vc-al  Stew 
Pork  Chops 
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Full  Line  of    Cold  Meats 

DENBO  &  SON 


28c 

18c 

lb. 

14c 

2  lb. 

35c 

lb. 

28c 

lb. 

18c 

lb. 

12*c 

lb. 

30c 

^ts 

Phons 

2093 

This  song  was  written  and  connposed  by  Jackie  Scroggins 
in  commemoration  of  Ohio  Centennial  Celebration.  Jackie, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maynard  Scroggins  of  Ohio,  is  a 
17  year  old  high  school  senior. 


OUR  CENTENNIAL  OHIO  "Illinois" 


Whatever  town  I  'm  in 

Whoever  I  see 

I  always  think  about  you  Ohio. 

You  may  be  kind  of  small 

But  I  don't  care  at  all 

Cause  Ohio,  you  '  re  the  town  for  me. 

If  you  '  re  a  stranger  in  this  town 

You  won  't  be  for  long 

Cause  Ohio  has  got  the  friendliest  people  around. 

We'  II  greet  youwithasmile 

And  a  hardy  hand  shake 

With  a  welcome  to  our  town,  your  town,  Ohio. 


In  Ohio  you  '  ve  got  a  friend 

Whenever  you  're  in  need 

There  is  always  some  one  to  back  you 

And  opportunities  galore. 

Who  could  ever  ask  for  more 

Cause  Ohio  gives  you  everything  you  need. 

After  a  hundred  years,  Ohio's  endured 

Andwe'regoingto  pass  the  word. 

So  come  on  and  help  us  celebrate 

The  birthday  of  the  great  Ohio 

Happy  Birthday.  This  is  our  Centennial  Ohio. 


Transportation  in  Ohio 


H.  H.  Kennedy  in  top 
style  transportation  of 
early  1900  period. 


Very  early   passenger  train  called 
the   "Dolly"  at    the  station  in  Ohio. 
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steam  locomotive  stuck  In  the  snow 


Bob  sled  still  is  use  after  the  first  winter  tfiaw 


Troubles:  Ralpti  Jotinson  ctianging  tire,  Mrs    Ralph 
Johnson  and  Chris  Jensen. 


Lucille  and  Lenore 
loder  on  their  way 
to  school 


Wintertime  Transportation 


Surrey  without  ttie  Fringe  on  Top 


Ohio's  long  awaited  tennis  courts  and  skating  rink 
were  new  in  1975.  Everyone  wanted  ice  skates  for  Christmas 
that  year.  Lights  were  added  in  1976. 

In  1977,  the  Lutheran  Church,  Methodist  Church  of  Ohio, 
and  Red  Oak  Methodist  Church  held  joint  Lenten 
services  and  had  a  potluck  dinner  together  before  Eeister. 

Snowmobiles  were  the  new  winter  fun  in  the  1970's. 
Ohio  had  a  snowmobile  club. 


W^l^ffm.         C.  J.  Kri 


eger '  s  1 921  Model  T  Truck 


Howard  Anderson  in  his  1921  Dodge 

«83a»3Mo»xiatainaixiooMaaoMaapoi 


Bill  Remsburg  takes  off  for  home. 
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The  Jimmy  Careys'  new  car 


"THE  DINKY" 
This  little  well  known  local  train  ran  its  last  trip  on  itself,  with  the  engine,  baggage,  mail  and  passenger 

September  24,    1947.   It  was  a  complete  train    in  compartments  all  in  one  car. 


Bob  Kerr  with  his  Model  T 


MODERN  WINTERTIME  SPORT 
B.  J.  Anderson  and  snowmobile 


PETE  KERR  AND  HIS  MOTORCYCLE 


Chevrolet  Cars 

Retail  Prices 

Delivered  at  Ohio 


$830.00 
799.00 
706.00 
7O6.0G 
582.00 
582.00 


Dale  Rickert  and  his  traveling  Soda  Fountain— 1932 


Landau 
Sedan 
Coach 

Coupe  Ga^^ 

Touring  Car  „ 

Runabout         /  '7 -^  ' 
Balloon  Tires 

Without    Balloon    tires   $25    less  for 
Cord  tires 

FalevMotorSales 

J.  H.  Faley,  manage    i 


Bill  Denbo  ran  a  market  in  town  and  during  the  30's  he 
delivered  ice  in  the  country.  The  kids  knew  Bill  would 
always  give  them  a  sliver  of  ice  and  were  sure  to  be  around 
when  he  came.  In  those  days,  the  ice  in  the  ice  box  was 
to  cool  the  food,  and  you'd  better  not  be  caught  chipping 
any  off. 


Ohio  Churches 


CHRISTIAN  CHURCH 
The  congregation  of  the  Christian  Church  built  their 
first  house  of  worship  in  the  village  of  Ohio  in  1871.  Previous 
to  this  and  as  early  as  1846  the  members  held  meetings  for 
devotions  in  residences  and  in  the  school  houses,  principally 
in  the  south  part  of  the  township.  At  the  first  organization 
meeting,  Joseph  and  John  Ross  were  elected  elders,  and 
Andrew  Ross  and  Rodolphus  Childs,  deacons.  In  1872,  there 
were  twenty-five  members  and  by  1877  there  were  one 
hundred  members.  Elder  Andrew  Ross  was  minister  during 
this  time.  The  church  was  without  a  pastor  for  many  years  and 
remained  closed.  On  February  22,  1922,  the  church  was 
offered  for  sale  by  auction  and  was  purchased  by  the  newly 
organized  First  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Van  Orin, 
and  became  the  First  Lutheran  Church  of  Ohio. 


OHIO  METHODIST  CHURCH 
The  Methodist  Protestant  Church  of  Ohio  was  organized 
in  1871  under  the  pastorate  of  Reverend  W.  H.  Jordan,  and 
meetings  were  held  at  the  Old  Township  Hall  located  on  the 
Brick  Dewey  farm.  Later  on,  the  hall  was  moved  to  the  village 
of  Ohio  to  be  used  as  a  polling  place,  and  church  services 
continued  to  be  held  there. 


They  organized  with  twenty  members  and  elected  as 
trustees:  Solomon  Remsburg,  J.  Hanson  Bowlus,  W.  S. 
Wilson.  J.  P.  Burnham  and  L.  E.  Remsburg.  All  acted  as 
trustees  until  their  death  except  J.  H.  Bowlus,  who  moved 
to  California. 

In  late  summer  of  1871,  work  was  started  to  build  a 
church,  and  it  was  dedicated  June,  1872,  with  Rev.  Jordan 
preaching  the  dedicatory  sermon.  Mrs.  Annie  R.  Wilson 
was  first  organist,  and  Isaiah  Remsburg,  first  choir  leader. 
The  Sunday  School  was  organized  in  June,  1872.  During  the 
summer  of  1873,  the  first  parsonage  was  built;  Rev.  Thomas 
Kelly  was  the  first  resident  pastor.  The  first  Ladies'  Aid 
Society  was  organized  during  his  pastorate.  These  ladies 
pieced  quilts,  quilted  and  tied  comforters,  and  helped  where- 
ever  needed  in  church  activities. 

After  the  basement  was  finished  in  1873,  the  Ohio 
School  was  held  there  in  1874-75,  until  the  first  public  school- 
house  was  finished. 

The  Women's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  was  started 
in  1887.  The  first  Young  People's  Society  of  Christian  En- 
deavor was  organized  about  1890,  and  in  1897  under  the 
direction  of  Rev.  Lee  Anna  Starr,  the  Junior  Endeavor 
was  started.  Also  in  1897-1900  the  old  parsonage  was  sold 
and  a  new  one  built  beside  the  church. 

In  1910,  blueprints  were  made  for  the  present  church. 
In  1912,  Rev.  L.  8.  Kidd  carried  out  the  building  plans.  The 
contract  was  given  to  Alfred  Johnson  &  Son,  memtiers  of 
the  church.  On  March  16,  1913  the  new  house  of  worship 
was  freed  from  debt  and  dedicated.  The  total  cost  was 
$12,100.  The  large  window  on  the  east  side  of  the  church 
was  donated  by  Mrs.  F.  R.  Anderson  and  Mr.  A.  M.  Wand 
in  memory  of  the  late  W.  S.  Wilson.  The  large  west  window 
was  donated  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horace  Morse  in  memory  of 
their  son,  Clair. 

During  the  pastorate  of  F.  B.  Hanna  (1924-1929)  the 
Men  's  Brotherhood  Class  was  organized.  In  the  early  thirties, 
women  of  the  church  organized  the  Dorcas  Circle,  and  the 
Gleaners  Circle,  and  a  group  of  young  ladies  formed  the 
Ruth  Circle  in  about  1963  for  a  study  group. 

The  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  was  organized  while 
Reverend  J.  K.  Worrell  was  pastor  (1929-1933).  He  passed 
away  in  1933,  and  his  family  made  Ohio  their  home.  In 
1939,  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  united  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Robert  Mulligan 
(1936-1942).  The  church   became  known  as  the  Methodist 


EARLY 

METHODIST 

CHURCH 

AND 

PARSONAGE 


UNITED 

METHODIST 

CHURCH 

TODAY 


Church,  and  all  branches  of  the  young  people's  work  became 
known  as  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship,  and  all  the 
women's  organizations  became  the  Womans  Society  of 
Christian  Service.  Since  1969,  the  W.  S.  C.  S.  has  been 
known  as  the  United  Methodist  Women. 

The  Diamond  Anniversary  of  the  church  was  observed 
during  the  ministry  of  Rev.  Carl  Keightley,  (1942-1946).  The 
presentation  of  the  pipe  organ  honoring  six  Gold  Star  boys  of 
World  War  II  was  held  in  July,  1945.  Those  honored  were; 
Paul  Ewalt,  James  Draper,  Guy  Sisler,  Jr.,  Dewey  Sisler, 
Marshall  Remsburg,  and  Donald  Krapff. 

Mrs.  Julia  Delle  Keightley  presented  the  church  with  two 
of  her  original  oil  paintings,  one  of  the  first  church  and  the 
other  of  the  1912  church.  Rev.  Merle  Hall,  pastor  (1946- 
1951 ),  recorded  services  on  tapes  and  took  them  to  shut-ins. 

In  1959,  the  church  was  redecorated,  new  carpet  was  in- 
stalled, and  the  parsonage  repainted.  In  1961,  kitchen 
improvements  were  completed.  In  1967,  Wesley  Hall  was 
built  and  consecrated.  Rev.  Wm.  Heinbaugh  was  the  pastor 
(1963-1967).  It  provided  a  pastor's  study,  Sunday  School 
classrooms,  and  a  fellowship  hall  for  church  groups  and 
civic  affairs.  A  new  kitchen  was  well  equipped  with  efficient 
and  modern  appliances.  The  building  cost  $79,000. 

In  1968,  the  Methodist  Church  and  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethern  Church  were  united  in  a  new  denomination 
called  United  Methodist. 

A  new  roof  was  put  on  the  church  in  1970,  at  a  cost  of 
$3,000.00.  In  the  Sprir.g  of  1971,  the  church  was  redecorated 
in  preparation  for  the  centennial  year's  activities. 

The  newly  formed  Ohio-Red  Oak  Parish  was  first  served 
by  Rev.  Ernest  Carder,  who  came  in  June,  1971,  the  church's 
100th  birthday.  The  church  observed  its  centennial  anni- 
versary with  five  celebrations.  On  June  26,  a  Jimmy  Saltzman 
Day  program  "This  is  Your  Life,"  was  held  to  honor  Jimmy 
on  achieving  his  Masters  of  Divinity  degree  from  Garrett 
College.  On  July  20,  there  was  an  old-fashioned  ice  cream 
social  and  quilt  display.  August  29,  a  family  fellowship 
was  held  and  pictures  were  shown  of  church  families  and 
happenings  through  the  years.  September  23,  an  all  church 
catered  dinner  was  served  in  Wesley  Hall  with  Dr.  Robert 
Mulligan  as  speaker.  September  26,  was  the  dedication 
of  Wesley  Hall,  after  which  an  anniversary  open  house  was 
held  with  Mrs.  Maria  Smith,  the  oldest  member,  cutting 
the  anniversary  cake. 

Rev.  Paul  Milbrandt  came  in  1973  to  serve  both  Ohio 
and  Red  Oak  churches.  In  the  fall  of  1974,  a  new  entry  to  the 
main  building  was  finished.  This  came  about  when  inside 
steps  seemed  more  safe.  Memorials  for  three  young  people 
of  the  church,  Joanne  Tucker  Dunn,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harold  Tucker;  Keith  Schultz,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
LeRoy  Schultz;  and  Janet  Anderson,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  William  L.  Anderson  were  presented  to  start  the 
project.  Later,  other  memorials  from  family  and  friends 
were  given  and  the  addition  was  soon  paid  for. 

Mr.  Vance  Plapp  has  been  for  many  years,  and  is  at 
present,  church  organist.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  mention 
all  pastors  and  members,  who,  through  the  years,  have 
affected  the  life  of  the  church,  its  people,  and  the  community. 


Their  influence  will  be  felt  for  years  to  come,  because,  their 
lives  reflected  the  teachings  of  Christ. 

HISTORY  OF  IMMACULATE  CONCEPTION 
PARISH  IN  OHIO 

Early  Catholic  settlers  were  served  by  a  Father  John 
B.  Raho,  a  Vincentian  priest.  It  is  recorded  that  it  was  he  who 
celebrated  the  first  Mass  in  this  area  in  the  year  1840  in  the 
home  of  William  Dolan,  of  Sandy  Hill,  twelve  miles  north- 
east of  Ohio.  In  1847,  a  log  cabin-church  was  erected,  near 
the  Dolan  home,  which  is  believed  to  be  the  third  Catholic 
Church  in  the  state  of  Illinois. 

The  'History  of  Bureau  County'  reads;  "The  Catholic 
Congregation  of  Ohio,  Illinois,  was  organized  in  1868  by 
Father  McDermott,  Dan  Sullivan,  Michael  Doran,  John 
Murtaugh,  Hugh  Johnson,  Michael  Dunn,  Thomas  Sheehan, 
Richard  Fenton  and  Dennis  Driscoll."  As  the  community 
enlarged,  Fr.  McDermott  of  Dixon  seems  to  have  been  the 
first  priest  to  come  with  regularity,  first  to  the  Gugerty 
school,  three  miles  northeast  of  Ohio;  later  to  the  O'Neill 
school,  and  finally  to  the  old  Town  Hall,  about  two  miles 
southeast  of  Ohio. 

In  September,  1873,  the  first  trustees  were  appointed: 
Daniel  Sullivan,  John  O'Neil,  John  Murtaugh,  Michael 
Doran,  Michael  Dunn,  Lawrence  Walter,  and  Peter  Konrad. 
James  Faley  served  as  secretary  at  the  meeting  when  the 
corporate  name  was  adopted;  "The  Ohio  Station  New 
Catholic  Church." 

Records  in  the  county  seat  disclose;  'On  the  21st  day  of 
June,  1874,  between  Jacob  Albrecht  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife 
of  Princeton  in  County  of  Bureau  and  state  of  Illinois  of  1st 
part  and  Thos.  Foley,  Catholic  Bishop  of  Chicago  and  his 
successors  in  office  for  consideration  of  $274  did  pur- 
chase in  Ohio  Township  -  lots  21  and  22  in  Block  3  in  village 
of  Albrecht  -  50  ft.  front  and  150  feet  deep. ' 

Valentine  Gramer,  a  contractor  from  Greenville  Town- 
ship, was  commissioned  in  1874  to  design  and  complete  the 
building,  at  a  cost  of  $15,000.  Lightning  struck  the  85  foot 
steeple  twice  before  it  was  removed  in  1904. 

One  tombstone  in  St.  Mary's  Cemetery  is  dated  1860. 
And,  although  the  cemetery  is  mapped  out  in  a  plat  book  of 
Lee  County  as  early  as  1872,  the  deed  to  the  cemetery  land 
reads;  "Fenwick  Anderson  to  Catholic  Bishop  of  Chicago, 
five  acres  for  $250  on  November  9,  1875. " 

Father  P.  J.  Gormley  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  parish, 
coming  March  1,  1875.  The  church  was  dedicated  on  Nov. 
14,  1875  and  then  the  community  became  part  of  the  Peoria 
Diocese  when  it  was  established  two  years  later. 

Boundaries  of  the  new  diocese  cut  off  St.  Mary's  Ceme- 
tery and  a  large  number  of  the  charter  members  of  the 
parish.  Parishioners  in  Lee  County  were  stranded  since  they 
were  unable  to  get  to  churches  to  the  north.  The  large  and 
rampant  Green  River  had  no  bridge  and  was  impassable 
eight  months  of  the  year.  An  agreement  was  sought  and 
obtained  by  these  families  from  the  Chancery  in  Peoria  to 
continue  membership  locally,  receiving  their  Sacraments 
here.  The  agreement  is  duly  honored  today. 

The  lots  joining  the  church  to  the  north  were  purchased 
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from  Christian  and  Catherine  Burkey  on  December  1,  1879, 
for  $400.  The  rectory  was  built  on  these  lots  in  1900. 

A  two  ton  bell  was  placed  in  the  steeple  in  1884.  The 
membership  was  said  to  be  750  in  1885,  with  catechism 
classes  averaging  93. 

In  March,  1899,  Father  Richard  F.  Flynn  arrived  in  Ohio. 
He  was  to  attain  a  record  of  construction  of  fine  buildings 
unsurpassed  in  all  Ohio  history,  before  he  moved  on  fifteeen 
years  later. 

First,  he  directed  construction  of  the  brick  rectory 
which  was  completed  in  1900.  In  1903,  St.  Joseph's  Academy 
was  built.  In  March,  the  site  south  of  the  old  Town  Hall 
was  purchased  from  M.  T.  Dunn  and  the  brick  building  was 
completed  and  ready  for  classes  in  September  at  a  cost  of 
$15,650. 

In  December  of  1903,  a  home  was  acquired  from  A.  S. 
Walters  for  $6,000  and  was  transformed  into  the  Mercy 
Home  and  Hospital.  Located  on  Lawn  Hill,  additional  rooms 
were  added  when  property  was  purchased  in  1906  from 
Christian  K.  Saltzman.  This  home  for  the  aged  was  to  per- 
severe for  fifty  years  before  modern  state  regulations  caused 
its  closing.  The  first  chaplain  was  Fr.  Martin  Heafy,  and  the 
last  Father  Albert  Rupsis.  The  chaplains  assisted  the  pastors 
with  the  pastoral  duties  in  Ohio,  and  in  the  mission  parish 
at  Walnut,  in  addition  to  their  cares  at  the  Mercy  Home. 

The  Ohio  Opera  House  was  built  in  the  summer  of  1907. 
The  lot,  located  west  of  the  St.  Joseph's  Academy,  was 
donated  by  Fr.  Flynn.  The  Opera  House  was  built  for  ap- 
proximately $7,000  with  funds  solicited  from  a  stock  company 
of  more  than  100  persons  owning  shares  ranging  from  $25 
to  $600.  Officers  and  directors  were:  Fr.  Flynn,  M.  J.  Dolan, 
Joseph  Braden,  Peter  J.  Conrad,  M.  J.  Brown  and  Thomas 
Gugerty. 

This  was  the  era  of  road  shows  and  many  a  fine  com- 
pany played  in  the  Opera  House  which  made  a  steady  in- 
come for  the  upkeep  of  the  building.  Bookings  included 
the  Annual  Farm  Fair  and  Farmers  Institute,  youth  dances 
and  grand  balls,  card  parties  and  prominent  lecturers.  With 
the  onset  of  the  depression,  this  fine  building  produced 
little  revenue,  eventually  becoming  a  liability  rather  than 
an  asset. 

In  1941,  the  stockholders  passed  the  title  to  the  lot  and 
building  to  the  congregation.  In  1958,  a  warranty  deed  was 
conveyed  to  the  Ohio  Knights  of  Columbus,  but  the  deed 
had  reverted  back  to  the  church  by  the  time  the  Opera  House 
was  sold  in  1972. 

The  Knights  of  Columbus  chapter  in  Ohio  began  in 
1904  and  grew  until  depression  days.  Another  charter  ori- 
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ginated  in  1957,  but  there  is  no  active  K.  C.  chapter  todeiy. 

The  church  pipe  organ  was  installed  and  dedicated 
in  1907,  when  electric  lighting  and  a  steam  heating  system 
was  Installed. 

Father  Flynn  established  St.  John's  parish.  Walnut, 
and  saw  to  the  building  of  their  church  which  became  a 
mission  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  Church  In  1912. 

Upon  Father  Flynn 's  transfer  from  Ohio  in  1914,  the 
Bureau  County  Tribune  records:  "Fr.  Flynn  is  said  to  be  a 
most  eloquent  clergyman  and  he  Is  certainly  a  sort  of  finan- 
cial genius,  and  if  he  is  not  a  first  class  architect,  he  has  the 
knack  of  selection  from  those  who  are. " 

During  the  pastorate  of  Father  T.  F.  Kerin  (1923-33), 
the  white  clapboard  exterior  of  the  church  was  changed  to 
dark  grppn  shingles,  as  it  remains  today^  The  Catholic 
Daughters  of  America  organized  In  1924.  They  remain  active 
socially  and  charitably  today. 

Father  Thomas  P.  Kelly  was  pastor  1934-40.  The  ornate 
altars  and  statues  were  replaced  and  new  carpeting  laid  in 
the  sanctuary.  St.  Joseph's  Academy  was  leased  for  an 
apartment  building,  the  school  having  closed  In  1929.  'Big 
chicken  dinners'  helped  to  pay  the  debt  and  added  to  the 
social  life  of  the  parish.  According  to  an  account,  the  ladies 
of  the  parish  served  over  1500  dinners  using  2000  pounds  of 
donated  chicken  at  one  of  these  festive  occasions. 

During  the  pastorate  of  Father  James  T.  Clancy  (1942- 
43),  complete  sets  of  vestments  and  altar  linens  were  added. 
The  choir,  which  was  always  large  and  fine,  excelled  under 
professional  direction.  The  clergy  aranged  for  religion  to  be 
taught  weekly  in  the  Ohio  Community  High  School.  The 
crowning  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary  took  place  in  May,  with 
great  popularity  and  wide  participation  through  the  years. 

Prior  to  1941,  pastors  appointed  various  women  to  plan 
and  organize  social  activities  to  help  meet  the  financial 
needs  of  the  parish.  In  1941,  Fr.  Clancy  organized  the  So- 
dality and  all  ladies  were  urged  to  join  and  participate.  The 
chief  function  of  the  group  was  to  provide  necessities  and 
maintain  the  altars  and  sanctuary,  and  to  promote  devotion 
to  the  Blessed  Mother.  As  the  years  progressed,  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  this  group  expanded  to  include  the  youth  of 
the  parish.  Catechism  classes  and  plans  for  the  summer  re- 
ligious instruction  were  some  duties.  The  needs  of  the 
Universal  Church  have  been  recognized  as  the  group  found 
their  charity  reaching  world-wide.  The  local  secular  com- 
munity knew  their  active  participation.  Receptions  and  fare- 
well parties  for  the  pastors  were  most  frequently  the  work  of 
these  ladles,  with  parish  co-operation.  In  1973,  the  name  was 
changed  to  the  Ohio  Council  of  Catholic  Women,  to  more 
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truly  reflect  the  expanding   role  the  organization  was  ful- 
filling. 

Ohio  Council  of  Catholic  Women,  to  more  truly  reflect  mc 
expanding  role  the  oraani7atinn  va-pq  fnifinin-i 

Fr.  Carl  Mayes  came  to  the  parish  in  1943,  remaining 
until  1951.  The  ushers  were  trained,  the  choir  grew,  and 
social  awareness  within  the  entire  community  was  success- 
fully cultivated.  Fr.  Mayes  instituted  the  Catholic  Youth 
Organization  chapter  in  Ohio.  After  World  War  II,  the 
Grotto  of  Our  Lady  of  Fatima  was  erected  between  the 
church  and  the  rectory.  Donated  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ted  Piper, 
it  was  in  thanksgiving  for  the  safe  return  of  all  parish 
servicemen. 

The  St.  Mary's  Cemetery  Association  was  formed  in 
1946  to  provide  perpetual  care  for  the  graves.  The  first 
officers  of  the  new  cemetery  organization  were  Mae  Dolan 
Burke,  J.  B.  Gugerty,  John  Faley,  and  Francis  Piper.  An 
additional  two  and  a  half  acres  to  the  north  were  purchased 
from  W.  F.  Anderson  in  1956. 

The  Diamond  Jubilee  of  the  church  in  Ohio  was  grandly 
celebrated  in  November,  1950.  Extensive  preparations  were 
made,  most  dramatically  being  the  redecoration  of  the 
interior  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ladd  (Ingebord)  Juhash.  The 
Juhash  family  were  displaced  persons  from  the  war  and 
came  to  Ohio  through  the  intervention  of  the  National 
Catholic  Welfare  and  Fr.  Mayes.  They  painted  intricate 
art  work  on  the  walls  and  ceilings  throughout  the  sanctuary 
and  body  of  the  church.  Celebrations  included  a  Solemn 
High  Mass  of  Thanksgiving,  with  the  Bishop  Schlarman 
delivering  the  sermon,  and  an  Open  House. 


The  present  pastor.  Father  Edgar  C.  Taylor,  came  to 
the  parish  in  1955.  Soon  after  coming,  he  reorganized  the 
present  Holy  Name  Society.  Their  activities  include  Sunday 
morning  breakfasts,  father-son  activities,  and  management 
of  the  church  repair  fund,  which  is  supported  by  parishioner 
contribution.  The  members  contribute  their  labor  for  church 
improvements.  The  annual  sandwich  supper  in  July  was  the 
major  event  of  the  parish  during  the  fifties  and  sixties. 

The  parishioners  took  pride  in  their  participation  when 
Fr.  Donnelly  Fitzpatrick,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond 
Fitzpatrick,  celebrated  his  First  Mass  at  the  Immaculate 
Conception  Church  on  June  2,  1963;  and  when  Fr.  Hugh, 
O.  S.B.  (formerly  Richard  Anderson),  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Anderson,  entered  the  priesthood  and  celebrated 
the  First  Mass,  here.  May,  1965.  With  these  young  men, 
the  total  reaches  eight  for  those  who  entered  the  religious 
life  from  the  Ohio  parish. 

Each  spring  during  the  1960 's,  Ohio  played  host  to 
Cana  Meetings  and  Marriage  Renewal  Conferences. 

Fr.  Taylor  assisted  his  people  through  the  liturgical 
changes  inaugurated  by  Vatican  II  including  the  transition 
from  the  Mass  in  Latin  to  the  vernacular.  The  rectory  was 
decorated  and  fine  traditional  furniture  purchased.  Walls 
were  paneled  and  the  floor  tiled  in  the  church  basement. 

In  1970,  August  Schmitz,  Jr.,  Peoria,  who  is  known  in 
church  decoration,  was  commissioned  to  refurbish  the 
sanctuary  of  the  church.  Recent  liturgical  changes  estab- 
lished guidelines  for  the  new  decor.  Interestingly,  the  three 
large  stained  glass  windows  were  fully  exposed  for  the  first 
time  since  1890! 


In  1971,  the  entire  tower  and  west  end  of  the  church 
were  rebuilt,  at  a  cost  just  under  $10,000.  The  lots  to  the 
north  of  the  rectory  were  purchased  for  $2000  in  1972,  and 
made  into  parking  lots. 

Periodically,  Benedictine  nuns  from  Arlington  and 
Dominican  nuns  from  Sterling  and  Mendota  have  assisted 
with  the  catechetical  instructions  of  the  youth.  Untold  num- 
bers of  parishioners  have  also  assisted  with  the  catechism 
classes,  several  serving  many  years.  In  1973,  the  one  hundred 
forty  students  were  taught  by  lay-persons  alone. 

In  November,  1975,  the  parish  celebrated  the  first 
centennial  of  the  dedication  of  the  church  building  In  Ohio. 
Parish  and  public  celebrations  were  enjoyed.  At  that  time, 
it  was  noted:  342  marriages  have  been  celebrated  at  the 
Immaculate  Conception  Church,  Father  Taylor  has  admini- 
stered 250  baptisms  in  the  past  twenty  years  alone.  There 
are  over  150  families  in  the  parish  at  this  time,  totaling 
over  400  souls. 

Other  pastors  who  have  served  the  parish  besides 
the  above  mentioned  are:  Fr.  M.  C.  O'Brien,  1882-1884; 
Fr.  J.  A.  Fanning,  1884-1888;  Fr.  J.  O'Rourke,  1888;  Fr.  B. 
H.  Corley,  1888-1892;  Fr.  H.  W.  Finch,  1892-1899;  Fr. 
Charles  Medcalf,  1914-1917;  Fr.  John  A.  Cummings,  1917- 
1923;  Fr.  Daniel  Buckley,  1940-1941;  Fr.  Theodore  Wujek, 
1951-1954. 

Of  the  sixteen  pastors  who  have  labored  tor  this  congre- 
gation, three  survive:  Father  T.  P.  Kelley,  Moline;  Father 
Carl  A  IVIayes,  Port  Austin,  Michigan,  and  Father  E.  C. 
Taylor,  still  serving  in  Ohio.  They  are  all  remembered  by  a 
group  of  grateful  people. 


FIRST  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  OF  OHIO 
For  many  years,  a  group  of  Lutherans  near  Van  Orin 
met  at  the  Molln  School  on  Sunday  afternoons.  Pastor  A. 
Decker,  and  later,  Pastor  C.  A.  Wiederanders  came  from 
Zion  Lutheran,  La  Moille,  to  conduct  services  and  to  instruct 
the  youth.  This  group  was  officially  organized  on  April  27, 
1920.  Officers  were  Wm.  Fischer,  Sec.,  Lewis  Molln,  Treas., 
and  Ed  Fetzer,  Wm.  Fischer  and  Otto  Molln,  Deacons.  The 
next  year,  the  Ross  Church  of  Ohio  was  purchased  and  be- 
came First  Lutheran  of  Ohio. 

Rev.  Otto  Wonn  accepted  the  call  to  be  the  first  resident 
pastor  in  1922, and  the  parsonage  was  built  the  following 
year.  The  Ladies  Aid  purchased  the  Parish  Hall  in  1931, and  It 
was  placed  east  of  the  church  and  was  used  for  their 
meetings,  for  Sunday  School  and  for  other  activities  until 
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1956,  when  the  church  was  enlarged  by  40  feet  and  a  base- 
ment with  a  modern  kitchen  and  room  for  Sunday  School 
was  made  under  all  of  the  church. 

In  January,  1969,  a  16'  x  30'  addition  to  the  parsonage 
was  completed  and  in  1973,  the  two  story  east  addition  to 
the  church  was  added. 

Ministers  who  have  served  First  Lutheran  of  Ohio  are 
C.  A.  Wiederanders  (1920-1922);  Otto  Wonn  (1922-1927) 
William  Volkman  (1927-1932);  Karl  Winterfeldt  (1932-1933) 
Elmer  Nicholson  (1933-1941);  Carl  Kalkwarf  (1942-1946) 
Bertrand  Jordan  (1946-1949);  Melvin  Miritz  (1950-1952) 
John  Burritt  (1952-1958);  Carl  Doermann  (1958-1963);  Melvin 
Blobaum  (1963-1967);  Leonard  Carlson  (1968-1971);  William 
Ufkes  (1971-1976);  Jeremy  Russell  (1976-). 

Baptized  membership  at  this  time  is  360  and  confirmed 
membership  is  262. 

There  are  3  ALCW  circles— Ruth,  Rebecca  and  Rachel, 
a  Brotherhood  Organization  for  the  men  and  Luther  League 
for  the  Youth.  First  Lutheran  is  one  of  16  Lutheran  Churches 
affiliated  with  the  Mendota  Lutheran  Home.  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Jeremy  Russell  and  children  came  to  Ohio  in  November 
1976.  Present  Council  members  are  Richard  Meyer,  Pres., 
Mrs.  John  Cruise,  Sec.,  Martin  Von  Holten,  Treas.,  Harry 
Molln,  Marc  Schulte,  John  Ackerman,  William  Mitchell 
and  Allen  Shurson.  Ivan  loder  is  Building  Fund  Chairman 
and  Ernest  Norden,  Memorial  Fund  Chairman.  Sunday 
School  Supt.  is  Mrs.  Ormond  Conner. 
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Celebration  Centennial 

OHIO,  ILLINOIS 


THE  O 's  GOLD  40  HORSE  HITCH 

America's  greatest  equine  parade  spectacle.  This  is  a  re-creation  of  an  old-time  circus  feature.  The  last  forty  horse  hitch  before 
O's  Gold's  was  Barnum  &  Bailey's  in  1904.  This  spectacular  Hitch  will  present  two  grandstand  shows  at  Ohio's  Centennial 
Celebration. 

SCHEDULE  OF  EVENTS 

THURSDAY,  JULY  14th: 

6:00  p.m.  —Beer  Garden  Opens  -  Festivities  Begin 


/■:UU  p.m. 

FRIDAY,  JULY  15th: 
12:00  p.m. 
12:00p.m. 

1:00  p.m. 

6:00p.m. 

7:30  p.m. 

SATURDAY,  JULY  16th: 
9:00a.m. 
10:00a.m. 
12:00  p.m. 
1:30  p.m. 


7:30  p.m. 

SUNDAY,  JULY  17th: 

9:30a.m. 
10:30a.m. 
12:00  p.m. 

1:00  p.m. 

2:00  p.m. 


10:00  p.m. 


—O's  Gold  40  Horse  Hitch 


—  Kid  's  Games  and  Activities 

—  Beer  Garden  Opens 
—O's  Gold  40  Horse  Hitch 
—Coin  Auction 

—Talent  Show  and  Beard  Judginc 


—Tennis  Tourney  Begins 
—Craft  and  Antiques  Show 

—  Beer  Garden  Opens 
— Anything  Goes 

—Antique  Tractor  and  Engine  Show 

—  Horse  Shoe  Contest 
— Ladies  Fashion  Show 


—  Ecumenical  Worship  Services 
—Tennis  Tourney  Finals 

—  Beer  Garden  Opens 

—  Parade  Line-up 

—  CENTENNIAL  PARADE  BEGINS 

—  Drum  and  Bugle  Concert 
— Sky  Divers 

— Antique  Car  Show 

—Antique  Tractor  and  Engine  Show 

—  Beer  Garden  Closes  -  Festivities  End 


DAILY  EVENTS 


GOOD  FOOD  AT  THE  FOOD  TENT 

BINGO  IN  THE  BINGO  TENT 

GOOD  BEER  AND  FOOD  IN  THE  BEER  GARDEN 


CARNIVAL  RIDES 

GOOD  MUSIC  IN  THE  BEER  GARDEN 

FUN  FOR  ONE  AND  ALL 


BEER  GARDEN  BANDS 

Thursday  —  Greater  DeKalb  Area  Municipal  Foot  Stomping  Band 
Friday  —  Dixie  Cats 

Saturday  —  13th  Precinct 


\  ***** 
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COLLECTORS  ITEMS 
Ohio  Centennial  Plate  &  Tankard 


CENTENNIAL  SAUSAGE 
Two  hogs    were   donated    by    Ohio    Grain    Co.    and    Eldon 
vViemken  -  Walnut  Auction  Sales. 


PREPARING  SAUSAGE  FOR  SALE 
Left  to  right:   Jim   Tornow,    Randy   Martin,   Joe   Goy,   Jim 
Spratt. 


MAKING  LIVER  SAUSAGE 
Left  to' right:   Joe  Goy,    Vivian    Goy,   Jim   Tornow,    Randy 
Martin. 


WRAPPING  SAUSAGE 
Left  to  right:  Mary  Spratt,  Yvonne  Rakowski,  Barb  Branaau, 
Lucy  Gugerty. 


Ohio  Centennial  Corporation  Board  of  Directors 


Francis  Snodgrass  -  President 
John  Henriksen  -  Vice  President 
Sally  Farrell  -  Secretary 
Allen  Fane  -  Treasurer 
John  Ackerman 
Bob  Brandau 
Bob  Draper 


Ed  Duffy 

Janet  Grossman 

Art  Gugerty 

Mary  Johnson 

Bette  McCabe 

Bill  Piper 

Mary  Spratt 


Centennial  Committees 


PARADE 

Beth  Ackerman  -  Chairman 

Bill  Sisler  -  Vice  Chairman 

Mary  Johnson 

Jack  Gugerty 

Jim  Dunn 

Bob  Eidenmiller 

Warren  Brown 

John  Ackerman 

BEER  GARDENS 

Bob  Brandau  -  Chairman 

Buck  Donnelly  -  Vice  Chairman 

Randy  Farrell 

Sally  Farrell 

Ed  Yucus 

John  Cruise 

Randy  Martin 

Jim  Tornow 

HOME  TALENT 

Vance  Plapp  -  Chairman 

Jim  Evans  -  Vice  Chairman 

Dale  Doran 

Mary  Jane  Forristall 

Jackie  Wray 

Donna  Snodgrass 

BEARD  GROWING 

Jim  Spratt  -  Chairman 

Doug  Johnson  -  Vice  Chairman 

Allen  Fane 

Bill  Piper 

John  McCabe 

Ray  Phillips 

Rich  Johnson 

WOMEN  'S  COMPETITION 
Mary  Farraher  -  Chairman 
Jan  Phillips  -  Vice  Chairman 
Barb  Brandau 
Fran  Piper 
Lenore  Thompson 
Ruth  Forristall 


CHILDREN'SGAMES 

Ton  Anderson  -  Chairman 

Carolyn  Anderson  -  Vice  Chairman 

Gayle  Sablotny 

Karen  Harris 

Gene  Lehn 

Paula  Reynolds 

Luie  Ramos 

Nancy  Brandau 

MEMORABILIA 

Bob  and  Barb  Draper  -  Chairman 

Louise  Gorman  -  Vice  Chairman 

Pat  Doran  -  Secretary 

Bill  Anderson 

Kay  Anderson 

Clella  Johnson 

Althea  Krapff 

Lenore  Carey 

Bonnie  Etheridge 

Sally  Tornow 

Kay  Hamnett 

Joyce  Draper 

ANYTHING  GOES 

Orm  Conner  -  Chairman 

Dave  McDonald  -  Vice  Chairman 

Arlen  Schultz 

Don  Spohn 

Bud  Ogan 

Bill  Doran 

CHURCH  SERVICES 
Lois  Anderson 
Cheryl  Norden 
Marilyn  Johnson 
Marlene  Sisler 
Bette  McCabe 


PUBLICITY 

John  Henriksen  -  Chairman 

Janet  Grossman 

Ed  Duffy 

Bob  Kerr 

Margaret  Cass 

Pam  Rogers 

FUNDRAISING 
Art  Gugerty  -  Chairman 
Bob  Dale 
Dick  Anderson 
Richard  Mueller 
Yvonne  Rakowski 
Mary  Spratt 
Jim  Erickson 

FOOD  COMMITTEE 
Bonnie  Anderson  -  Chairman 
Patsy  Johnson  -  Vice  Chairman 

ANTIQUE  ENGINESHOW 
Fred  Allicks  -  Chairman 
Vernon  Hensel 
Jerry  Norden 
Lad  Krieger 
Les  Krieger 
Ike  Krieger 
Dick  Brandau 

CENTENNIAL  BAND 
Janet  Grossman 
Melvin  Grossman 

LOCATION  COMMITTEE 
Ed  Duffy,  Chairman 
Mary  Johnson 
John  Ackerman 

LEGAL  COUNSEL 
Louis  P.  Walters 


Shareholders  of  Ohio  Centennial  Stock 

Donations  as  of  June  11, 1977 


100SHARES: 

Citizens  First  State  Bank  of  Walnut 


80  SHARES: 

Citizens  First  National  Bank  of  Princeton 


50  SHARES; 

First  State  Bank  of  Van  Orin 


25  SHARES: 

Laurence  Crosell,  Tampico 


20  SHARES: 

Charles  F.  Anderson,  Village 

President 
Bontz's  Bee  Hive 
Dolan  Agency 
Robert  Draper  Real  Estate  &  Auction 

Service 
Fasco  Mills  Co.,  Mendota 
GBH-Way  Homes  Inc.,  Walnut 
K.  F.  &  Louise  Gorman 
McDonald  Trucking 
Mueller's  Machinery  Mart 
Willett,  Hofmann  &  Associates,  Inc., 

Dixon 
Glen  H.  Wilner  d/b/a  Wilner  Chev. 

Olds.  Sales.  Walnut 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  O'Malley 

10SHARES: 

Helen  M.  Anderson 

Avanti  Foods  Co.,  Walnut 

B  &  B  Grocery 

B.  Donnelly  Construction 

Richard  &  Ginger  Johnson 

Lester  E.  &  Mae  Morgensen 

Hamilton  &  Blaine 

M  &  C  Fertilizer 

Gilbert  E.  Martin 

Ohio  Volunteer  Fire  Dept. 

Sisler  Dairy  Products 

Buffalo  Days.  Inc.,  La  Moille 

Melvin  &  Janet  Grossman 

Walnut  Farm  Equipment,  Walnut 

Kriegers  Garage.  C.  J.  &  Les 

Atherton  Grain,  Co.,  Walnut 

The  Richard  Brandau  Family 


8  SHARES: 

H.  S.  &  Ruth  C.  Dremann 


5  SHARES: 

Howard  W.  Anderson 

Paul  T.  &  Helen  E.  Cooney 

Robert  &  Suzanne  Dale 

Dura-Clean,  Robert  Powers 

Catherine  Evans 

Delmar  &  Darlene  Farrell,  Ohio 

Welding  Shop 

J.  D.  (Jack)  Gugerty 

Elaine  Marie  Grossman 

Richard  Melvin  Grossman 

Mary  K.  Hamnett 

Frank  &  Erma  Molln 

Hov;ard  &  Dorothy  Ogan 

Ohio  Education  Association 

William  F.  &  Frances  J.  Piper 

Charles  T.  Powers 

Gordon  &  Dona  Sears 

Lester  or  Eleanor  Schultz 

William  J.  Sheridan 

Sohigro  Service  Co.,  Tom  Durham 

Mrs.  G.  H.  Welty 

David  L.  &  Kay  E.  Willey 

Francis  E.  &  Donna  J.  Snodgrass 

James  E.  &  Mary  C.  Spratt 

Francis  E.  &  Mary  C.  Spratt 

Arthur  J.  Gugerty  Family 

Eugene  &  Evelyn  Hansen 

Vivian  &  Kathryn  Martin 

Norman  E.  Faber 

Princeton  New  Car  Dealers  Assoc. 


4  SHARES: 

Edwin  &  Elizabeth  Blaine 
Robert  Ediefson 
John  E.  &  Margaret  A.  Gugerty 
TVlartin  Mueller 
Diller-Rod,  Inc.,  Princeton 


6SHARES: 

Richard  L.  Anderson  -  DeKalb  Seeds 

James  &  Lois  Erickson 

Robert  Kerr  Family 

John  E.  &  Elizabeth  J.  McCabe 


3SHARES: 

Clella  J.  Johnson 

Dorothy  Johnston  Kelley 

Caroline  Kemper 

Margaret  Johnston  Ramsey 

Mrs.  Anna  Sisler 

Ray  R.  &  Janice  A.  Phillips 


2SHARES: 

Richard  E.  Albrecht 

Robert  &  Emma  Albrecht 

Allen  Electric 

Don  T.  &  Verna  A.  Anderson 

Gilbert  &  Maybelle  Anderson 

Clifford  P.  &  B.  Lucille  Anderson 

Gregory  R.  Anderson 

Robert  C.  &  Bonnie  E.  Anderson 

Harold  &  Helen  Belcher 

Mrs.  Mildred  Bryant 

Hugh  &  Margaret  Cass 

Dale  &  Kathleen  Doran 

Stephen  M.  Doran 

Ivan  &  Lois  Dremann 

Wilma  A.  Egan 

Robert  H.  Ewalt 

Eva  Fillis 

Jack  &  Patricia  Finn 

Ray  &  Ursual  Glover 

Bernice  M.  Guither 

John  A.  or  Doris  Henriksen 

Harold  &  Lorraine  Hoffman 

David  E.  loder 

Harry  &  Marie  Jennings 

Paul  &  Bethel  Reed 

Harold  &  Margaret  Schneider 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  White 

Gene  &  Zita  Warkins  Adam 

R.  &  R.  Eidenmiller 

Jerome  &  Mary  Conner 

Francis  Minnick 

Everett  Johnson 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  R.  Johnson 

William  H.  and  Leone  W.  Johnson 

KCandCo. 

Dale  &  Dorothy  Kerr 

Robin  Kerr 

Tracy  Kerr 

Inez  J.  Kessel 

John  &  Mary  L.  Kessler 

Lavern  &  Estelle  Kolp 

Margaret  E.  Kramer 

C.  J.  &  Evelyn  Krieger 

Ray  Mabry  Subaru  Sales  &  Service 

Cyrus  &  Phil  Mattson 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ansel  Mitchell 

Elvi/ood  L.  Molln 

Teresa  &  Richard  Mueller 

Charles  &  Renee  Murfin 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Norden  &  family 

LeRoy  Norden 

Ronnie  Oberle 

Richard  Ogan 

Harry  &  Bernice  Owens 

Francis  Piper 

Richard  L.  Reuter 

Michele  Gorman  Robbins 

Ivin  and  Avis  Rosenow 

LeRoy  Schultz 

Kay  Shields 

Bill  Sisler 

Marlene  Sisler 

Kathy  Sisler 

Karen  Sisler 

Billy  Sisler 

Clifton  E.  Sisler 

Ed  &  Judy  Sisler 

Mary  Snodgrass 

Ken  and  Rita  Spitz 

Philip  and  Alberta  Spohn 

Betty  &  Bernie  Sutton 

Harold  &  Orlyn  Tucker 

Van  Orm  Co-op  Oil  Co. 

Walnut  Feed  Mill 

Ella  Devenney  Watson 

Edward  &  Darlene  Yucus 

Harold  Coulter 

Dale  &  Vera  Rickert 


1  SHARE: 

Joe  Phillips 

Karen  Phillips 

Kristie  P.  Phillips 

Ronald  P.  Phillips 

Ruth  Phillips 

Mrs.  Bertha  (Cricket)  Johnson 

Jennifer  Johnson 

Gregory  Johnson 

Mrs.  Geneva  Matson 

James  &  Joyce  Dale 

Joe  E.  Dale 

Thomas  H.  Dale 

William  R.  Dale 

Debra  L.  Anderson 

Diane  M.  Anderson 

Richard  &  Marie  Anderson 

Alexander  Park  Tavern 

Steve  Conner 

Bertha  Bramer 

Irene  Larson 

Robert  &  Diana  Boward 

John  G.  and  J.  Beth  Ackerman 

John  H.  Ackerman 

Keith  P.  Ackerman 

Mark  C.  Ackerman 

Jim  Harris 

Harold  &  Marie  Foss 

Keith,  Betsy,  Brett  &  Shauna  Erickson 

Nell  Faley 

Elsie  Giles 

Harold  McMahon 

Grover  &  Kathleen  Smith 

Ramona  Smith 

Dorothy  Walter 

Robert  Walter 

Gilbert  &  Helen  Essex 

Grayce  Walter 

Linda  L.  McCabe 

Russell  A.  Darrah 

Loren  D.  Owens 

Tim  Gorman 

Elisabeth  O '  Malley 

Margaret  O '  Malley 

Janel  O'Malley 

Kate  O' Malley 

Mike  O'  Malley 

Farm  Home  Club 

Mindy  Ekstrum 

Michele  Ekstrum 

Angle  Bontz 

Jamie  George 

Rita  Bontz 

Maynard  Bontz 

John  E.  McCabe  or  Amy  Joe  Darrah 

Catherine  L.  Darrah 

Dennis  K.  Becker 

Elizabeth  A.  Rider 

Pat  Piper 

Don  Reynolds  family 

Clyde  E.  Koons 

Anna  S.  Koons 

Fred  &  Gladys  Brandau 

James  J.  Anderson 

Michael  T.  Anderson 

Edward  H.  Anderson 

Sharry  A.  Anderson 

Steve  and  Susan  Wolf 

Edward  S.  &  Joan  Anderson 

Mike  Brandau 

Jim  Brandau 

Ronald  Brandau  Family 

Greg  Patton  Family 

Joe  &  Yvonne  Rakowski 

Joe  &  Vivan  Goy 

David  &  Yvonee  Etheridge 

Keith  A.  Yucus 

Thomas  E.  Yucus 


Robert  &  Pamela  Mattison 

Lawrence  Dale 

Rubye  Dale 

John  Dale 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Noonan 

Mary  Caroline  Duffy 

Debra  Dorothy  Duffy 

Phyllis  Jeanne  Duffy 

Erin  Christine  Duffy 

Megan  Joan  Duffy 

Edward  &  Rosemary  Duffy 

Katharine  Schultz 

Harold  &  Harriet  Coulter 

Evan  J.  Ewalt 

Mary  V.  Ewalt 

Deanna  L.  Draper 

Ralph  R.  Sibigtroth 

Bernice  Rogers 

Jorge  Leius  Garcia 

lleana  Garcia 

Molly  A.  Lovgren 

Winifred  Spooner  Lovgren 

Donald  R.  Lovgren 

Ted  J.  Etheridge 

Andrew  Ronald  George 

Angela  Jo  Taylor 

Randal  &  Barbara  Martin 

Susan  Renee  Hubbell 

Denise  Ann  Hubbell 

Deanna  Kay  Hubbell 

Bill  Wiggins 

Charles  D.  &  Donna  Swanson 

Michael  &  Sharon  Phillips 

Mabel  E.  loder 

Sharon  Norden 

Fritz  Kuebel 

Beryl  E.  Becker 

Loren  B.  and  Paula  M.  Wetsel 

Zelma  R.  Kerr 

Julie  Marie  Johnson 

Rebecca  Irene  Johnson 

Jamie  Hart  Johnson 

Lawrence  R.  &  Letha  C.  Blaine 

Joe  &  Sue  Etheridge 

Conrad  Knuth 

Harry  &  Leia  Etheridge 

David  A.  Robbins 

Reagen  C.  Robbins 

Barney  Keen 

AltheaKrapff 

Patrick  T.  Cooney 

Curt  Mungor 

Karen  Harris 

William  J.  &  Nora  E.  Zora 

Col.  Dale  B.  Ward 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  W.  Pomeroy 

Benjamin  Essex 

Robert  K.  Hild 

Ralph  E.  Fischer 

Shauna  Dunn 

Helen  M.  Tellkamp 

Christine  &  Greg  Gehler 

Betty  June  Faber 

Mrs.  Audrey  Actis 

Gladys  E.  Feik 

Sterling  W.  Carter 

Jean  O.  Catalana 

Helen  Morton  Calhamer 

Edwin  William  Knuth 

Thyra  Foster 

Donna  J.  Haase 

Richard  N.  Sisler 

Harlan  H.  Piper 

Leo  W.  Knuth 

Marvin  J.  loder 

Charles  Schmaus  Morton 

Mrs.  Helen  E.  Piper 
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Ohio 

Centennial  Headquarters 

1977 


1    SHARE  Cont: 

Viola   M.    Lorenzen   or   Margaret    M. 

Price 
Robert  &  Kathleen  Tonozzi 
Minnie  (Krieger)  May 
Alice  Jeanne  Ayala 
Nancy  Norden  Iverson 
Joan  M.  Johnson 
M.  J.  Faley 

Mrs.  Mae  Sisler  Stemple 
Orva  Carey  Weston 
Clifford  &  AltheaLutz 
Ruth  S.  Bolin 
Alice  L.  Tellkamp 
Joseph  &  Linda  Cioiek 
Alice  Roggy 
Glenda  Brandenburg 
Margaret  M.  Conner 
Hazel  Blaine 
Pat  Dempsey 
Alice  P.  Ogan 
Julie  Chase 
Mrs.  Virgil  L.  Gross 
Lucille  A.  Reid 
Caroline  Burkey  Goeke 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Pedersen 
Margaret  Hey  Stewart 
The  Wilbur  Ackerman  Family 
Paul  E.  Nothnagel 
Julie  (Gugerty)  Walsh 
Rev.  Don  J.  Fitzpatrick 
Maureen  Doran  Zimmerman 
Mrs.  Stanton  Beams  or  Mrs.  Margaret 

Bryant  Beams 
Marvin  Sisler 
Susan  Kent 
Jim  Black 
Michael  J.  Carey 
Heather  C.  Carey 
Shirley  Donnelly 
Memory  of  Edw.  M.  Donnelly 
Amy  Hansen 
Eric  Hansen 
Mary  Kay  Gugerty 
Tom  &  Kay  Gugerty 
Ted  W.  Anderson 
Barbara  Anderson 
Mark  Anderson 
Sherry  Anderson 
Bobbi  Jo  Boyer 
Robert  Earl  Boyer 
Greg  Boyer 


Shawn  C.  Rogers 

Pamela  K.  Rogers 

Steven  E.  Rogers 

Kim  Ann  Snodgrass 

Timothy  Dee  Snodgrass 

Kimberly  A.  Spratt 

Robert  H.  Spratt 

John  Arthur  Rosenow 

Jill  Marie  Rosenow 

Monica  Ann  Tlllema 

John  Edward  Tillema 

Felix  E.  Johnson 

Patricia  A.  Johnson 

Nicholas  C.  Johnson 

Rebecca  P.  Phillips 

Diane  Marie  Doran 

Daniel  Joseph  Doran 

David  Michael  Doran 

Douglas  William  Doran 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Bockel 

Master  Robert  Bockel 

Miss  Allison  Bockel 

Edward  &  Bernice  Gerdes 

Curtis  &  Alice  Fordham 

Bernard  M.  Warkins 

Wm.  Ogan,  Jr. 

Lenore  Carey 

Lossie  &  Esther  Janes 

Donald  Townsend  &  family 

Windmill  Campgrounds,  Red  &  Clare 

Conley 
Eric  R.  Anderson 
Katherine  M.  Anderson 
Wm.  F.  Anderson  III 
Wm.  F.  &  Louise  M.  Anderson 
Colleen  Marie  Conner 
Jerome  Dale  Conner 
James  Ormond  Conner 
Laura  Mary  Conner 
Helen  Doran  Johnson 
Hugh  Doran  Johnson 
Robert  J.  Gugerty 
Ronnie  Oberle 
Everett  Ackerman 
George  Reuter 
Mary  L.  Sawyer 
Linda  Lee  Manzano 
Clinton  &  Caryl  Behrens 
Lenore  Thompson 
Grey  Thompson 
Cecil  G.  Thompson 


Marcia  A.  Thompson 

James  C.  Thompson 

Gregory  F.  Thompson 

Daniel  G.  Thompson 

John  R.  O'Malley 

Annette  Egan  O  '  Malley 

Richard  &  Judy  Schultz 

Col.  Frank  Naughton,  USA  Retired 

Ray  Mabry,  Jr. 

Edward  Joseph  Bradley  III 

Coleen  Clark  Bradley 

Shanft.     Burke  Bradley 

John  Evans  Thompson 

Amy  Thompson 

Kendra  Ann  Stearns 

Katherine  Grace  Stearns 

Christopher  William  Zora 

Michael  James  Zora 

Kelly  Ann  Farrell 

Vicky  Sue  Farrell 

Scott  Randall  Lamar  Farrell 

Randall  L.  &  Sally  K.  Farrell 

Kay  &  Bill  Anderson 

William  L.  Anderson 

Catherine  C.  Anderson 

Wm.  J.  Anderson 

Lance  Harris 

Jody  Harris 

Thomas  R.  Smith 

Timothy  R.  Smith 

Mary  J.  Smith 

Michael  E.  Smith 

Mark  A.  Smith 

James  R.  Smith 

Wilma  A.  Anderson 

Fr.  Hugh  Anderson 

Richard  C.  Anderson 

Jenifer  A.  Anderson 

Jay  R.  McCoy  Foundation 

Ida  Mead 

Mary  E.  Eckhoff 

Walter  &  Pearl  F.  Owens 

Edward  &  Lynne  Doran 

McDonald  Insurance  Agency 

Mary  Seth  Anderson 

Everett  &  Marian  Ackerman 

Tom  &  Corrine  Lonegran 

Phyllis  Kemper 

Ivan  E.  loder 


Things  I  remember  about  the 

Ohio  Centennial  1977 


Ohio  Township 


Ohio  Township  is  a  fine  example  of  a  prairie  township, 
as  it  originally  contained  but  little  timber  land.  This  is  one 
reason  it  was  not  settled  as  early  as  the  townships  further 
south  in  Bureau  County.  The  people  at  that  time  were  afraid 
of  the  open  prairie  and  gathered  around  groves  where  they 
could  seek  refuge  from  the  Indians.  Three  years  in  succession 
the  early  pioneers  of  Bureau  County  were  driven  from  their 
homes  on  account  of  Indian  hostilities. 

After  a  time,  some  of  the  more  venturesome  began  to 
locate  upon  the  treeless  acres  of  the  township.  There  were 
no  roads  except  the  old  Peoria-Galena  Trail,  and  the  settlers 
traveled  old  Indian  trails  or  made  their  own  paths.  With  their 
one  bottom  walking  plow,  they  began  to  turn  under  the 
prairie  grasses  and  plant  their  crops.  In  the  winter,  they 
braved  the  cold,  harsh,  winter  wind  blowing  across  the 
open  prairie. 

No  other  township  in  the  county  had  so  much  plow  land 
as  Ohio.  It  was  high  and  sloping  to  the  south  and  well  adapted 
to  farming  purposes.  There  was  one  grove  of  trees  known  as 
the  Dad  Joe  Grove.  I^any  years  ago,  when  this  township 
was  just  beginning  to  be  settled,  Nehemiah  fs^atson  wrote 
of  showing  the  land  to  a  shrewd  agent  from  New  England. 
He  was  looking  for  land  for  a  New  England  colony  who 
intended  to  settle  in  the  west.  Mr.  Matson  showed  him 
all  the  land,  and  when  they  got  to  a  high  piece  of  ground 
not  far  from  where  Squire  Falvey  lived  (believed  to  be  the 
Pomeroy  farm  where  the  Jerry  Nordens'  now  live),  Mr. 
Matson  pointed  out  to  him  as  near  as  he  could  where  each 
corner  of  the  township  was.  After  surveying  over  and  over 
with  his  eyes  he  said,  "I  swow,  if  that  little  grove  was  out  of 
the  way,  pointing  to  Dad  Joe  Grove,  a  man  could  plow  corn 
from  one  end  of  the  township  to  the  center,  having  corn 
rows  six  miles  long,  running  both  ways." 

One  of  the  oldest  landmarks  in  the  county  is  the  Dad 
Joe  Grove.  Here  was  the  home,  in  1828,  of  Joseph  "Dad 
Joe"  Smith.  This  cabin  stood  isolated  and  alone  for  many 


OHIO  TOWNSHIP  SUPERVISORS 


1  John  Ross 

2  G.  W.  Close 

3  Cyrus  Wilson 

4  Sterling  Pomeroy 

5  John  Ross 

6  G.  A.  Dodge 

7  J.  H.  Bowlus 

8  J.  Ross 

9  D.  P.  Smith 

10  J.  H.  Bowlus 

11  George  Hammer 

12  Albert  Shifflett 

13  S.  B.  Lower 

14  D.  P.  Smith 

15  Sterling  Pomeroy 

16  J.  Inks 

17  M.  R.  Dewey 

18  A.S.  Walter 

19  W.  S.  Wilson 

20  M.  E.  Cadwalader 

21  O.  J.  Conner 

22  Henry  Jackson 

23  Carl  Kramer 

24  C.  A.  Balcom 

25  Harold  J.  Tucker 

26  Eugene  Hansen 


1851-1954 

1855 

1856 

1857-1859 

1860 

1861-1862 

1863 

1864 

1865 

1866 

1867-1872 

1873 

1874 

1875-1879 

1880-1886 

1887-1888 

1889 

1890 

1891-1906 

1907-1920 

1920-1938 

1938-1947 

1947-1949 

1949-1952 

1952-1968 

1968- 


years  before  another  home  was  located  within  the  township. 

According  to  records,  there  was  only  one  family  living 
in  Ohio  Township  in  1836.  The  second  dwelling  erected 
was  that  of  F.  G.  Buchan  at  East  Grove,  on  the  north  line 
of  Ohio  Township.  It  was  later  occupied  by  Mr.  Abbot.  In 
1846,  William  Cleveland  built  a  cabin  on  the  prairie  atx)ut 
three  miles  of  Dad  Joe  Grove,  near  the  middle  of  the  town- 
ship, but  in  a  short  time  he  abandoned  his  claim.  The  land 
then  under  cultivation  was  a  small  field  here  and  there, 
and  the  prairies  of  the  township  remained  mostly  In  a  state 
of  nature. 

In  1847,  John  and  Andrew  Ross  settled  on  Section  22 
and  27,  William  Garten  on  Section  36,  Leonard  Strong  on 
35  and  Aaron  Brokaw  on  34.  Among  those  who  came  In  1848 
were  D.  P.  Smith,  Dwight  G.  Smith,  Stephen  Wilson,  Mr. 
Hunter,  William  Cowan  and  John  Kasbeer.  The  township 
population  in  1850  was  183. 

With  the  threat  of  Indian  attacks  being  over  and  the 
talk  of  railroads  being  built,  the  township  grew  rapidly, 
and  by  1860,  the  population  was  1078.  Where  there  had 
been  only  Indian  paths  and  log  cabins  before,  there  were  now 
continuous  lanes  for  miles  and  fine  white  houses,  large 
barns,  and  wheat  and  corn  fields.  One  could  scarcely  recog- 
nize the  beautiful  rolling  prairie  of  the  1830's. 

Families  from  different  states  came  to  our  area  and 
staked  their  claim,  and  by  1870,  the  township  population 
was  1137.  Many  descendants  of  these  families  are  living 
In  the  Ohio  community  today. 

Today,  we  speak  of  UFO's,  while  in  the  early  settle- 
ment of  our  area,  they  spoke  of  mirages  and  sounds.  The 
following  was  taken  from  "Reminiscences  of  Bureau  County" 
by  Matson,  1892. 

"At  sunrise,  in  a  certain  state  of  the  atmosphere,  ob- 
jects at  a  distance  would  appear  many  times  their  actual 
size.  A  house  would  look  to  be  two  hundred  feet  or  more 
high  and  a  grove  of  timber  as  though  it  was  suspended 
In  the  air... This  phenomenon  is  said  to  be  caused  by  refrac- 
tion, and  is  seldom  seen  since  the  settlement  of  the 
country... 

"Before  the  country  was  settled  sounds  could  be  heard 
at  a  great  distance... A  cow-bell  could  be  heard  ten  or  twelve 
miles  away. ..In  the  summer  of  1831,  when  Gen.  Gains 
removed  the  Indians  from  Rock  Island,  the  report  of  his 
cannons  was  heard  at  Dad  Joe  Grove. 

"Was  it  owing  to  the  stillness  of  the  surroundings 
which  caused  these  sounds  to  be  heard  at  remarkable  dis- 
tance, or  has  the  settlement  of  the  country  produced  a  change 
in  the  atmosphere... This  subject  is  worthy  of  reflection." 

Prior  to  1850  and  the  organization  of  township,  Ohio 
was  known  as  Richland  Township.  At  the  township  organi- 
zational meeting  the  name  was  changed  to  Ohio  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  many  settlers  from  that  state. 

The  town  hall  was  built  about  1850  on  the  northeast 
corner  of  Section  twenty-two.  This  hall  was  the  center  of 
many  activities.  Singing  scnools  and  spelling  matches  were 
early  events,  and  in  iB65,  a  banquet  for  returning  Civil 
War  Soldiers  was  held  there.  Debating  society  meetings, 
as  well  as  many  funerals  were  held  in  it.  In  1875,  the  building 
was  moved  to  the  Village  of  Ohio. 

We,  of  today,  with  our  modern  conveniences,  super 
highways,  modern  farm  machinery  with  all  its  horsepower 
and  speed,  medical  facilities,  televisions,  can  scarcely 
imagine  the  trials  of  the  cold,  hunger,  privation,  disease 
and  other  things  with  which  the  early  pioneers  had  to 
contend. 

We  believe  there  is  no  richer  heritage  upon  this  great 
earth  than  that  which  has  fallen  to  the  present  generation 
who  live  upon  the  subdued  prairies  of  Ohio  Township.  Let 
us  use  this  heritage  wisely  and  thus  preserve  it  for  future 
generations. 


OHIO  TOWNSHIP -1867 


George  Jackson, 

Road   Commissioner, 
ith  his  horse  drawn 
grader  on  West  Long 
Street. 
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OHIO  TOWNSHIP  1977 
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ROAD  GRADING  1977 

H.  I.  McDonald,  road  commissioner,  and  his  grand- 
son, John  Gorman.  Ohio  is  very  fortunate  to  have 
many  blacktopped  roads.  "Mac"  keeps  our  roads 
in  good  repair  and  is  always  on  the  job  of  getting 
the  roads  opened  after  a  snow  storm. 


Dad  Joe  Tavern 


DAD  JOE  TAVERN 


Joseph  (Dad  Joe)  Smith  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers 
of  Bureau  County,  as  well  as  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Rich- 
land Township,  later  known  as  Ohio  Township.  He  was  born 
in  Maryland  in  1786  and  in  1808  married  Catherine 
Kipplinger  in  Kentucky.  During  the  following  years  they 
became  the  parents  of  five  children,  Elizabeth,  Nicholas, 
Joseph,  Catherine  and  Nancy.  When  Joseph  Smith  and  his 
family  came  to  Illinois  in  1823,  they  settled  at  Fort  Clark.  He 
was  partly  instrumental  in  changing  the  name  of  this  Fort 
to  Peoria  and  helped  to  locate  the  county  seat  there.  A 
memorial  tablet,  on  a  stone  in  Courthouse  square  at  Peoria, 
was  dedicated  in  1935.  It  names  "Dad  Joe"  as  one  of  the 
county  board  of  March  7,  1825,  representing  the  district 
then  called  "Farmer  Creek".  Peoria  County  at  that  time 
included  Chicago  and  all  of  the  northern  part  of  the  state. 
Due  to  the  dampness  near  the  river,  and  the  fact  that  "Dad 
Joe"  had  a  roving  spirit  and  felt  the  Peoria  of  the  1820  period 
to  be  too  settled  a  community  for  him,  they  journeyed  by 
prairie  schooner  from  Peoria  in  1827  to  the  lead  mines  of 
Galena.  After  finding  the  Indians  there  unfriendly  to  the 
whites,  they  journeyed  from  Galena  to  Rock  Island,  where  he 
bought  a  claim  four  miles  up  the  river  from  Black  Hawk's 
watchtower.  Here  an  Indian,  in  an  attempt  to  tomahawk 
'Dad  Joe's"  wife,  laid  her  cheek  open  to  the  bone.  Friendly 
Kickapoos  took  her  to  their  camp  where  the  squaws  washed 
and  dressed  the  wound.  After  this  they  left  the  place,  be- 
cause of  the  bad  effect  on  Mrs.  Smith. 

in  November  of  1828.  the  Smith  family  moved  to  this 
area  by  way  of  Fort  Dix  and  stopped  at  Little  Round  Grove, 
where  the  Ament  brothers  had  a  tavern.  Here,  he  found  a 
broad  and  fertile  prairie  about  920  feet  above  sea  level,  and 
Dad  Joe  thought  this  suited  him  just  fine.  He  found  four 
logs  laid  in  a  square  which  was  the  method  used  by  the 
government  for  one  to  hold  a  claim.  He  learned  from  the 
Ament  brothers  that  they  had  laid  the  claim,  but  would  let 
Dad  Joe  have  it.  He  later  purchased  more  land  from  the 
government   thru   the   Department   of   Public   Lands.    Here, 


he  pitched  a  tent  until  he  finished  the  first  one  room  log 
cabin.  His  claim  was  located  near  the  old  Peoria-Galena 
trail.  The  mail  route  was  on  this  road.  One  morning  a  mail 
carrier,  tired  from  traveling  all  night,  and  hungry,  stopped 
at  Dad  Joe's  Cabin  and  asked  for  breakfast.  Following  his 
meal  he  told  Dad  Joe  he  would  not  stop  at  the  Ament  Tavern 
any  longer  if  he  could  have  meals  cooked  by  a  woman.  So 
that   was  the  way  the  Dad  Joe   Tavern   started.   As   Mrs. 


This  was  once  the  well  from  which  travelers  drank 
at  the  Dad  Joe  Tavern. 


PEORIA-GALEN  TRAIL  PAST  DAD  JOE  TAVERN 


Smith  was  the  only  woman  living  around  that  area  for  miles, 
and  was  noted  for  her  good  cooking  and  Dad  Joe  for  his 
rousing  personality,  travelers  soon  began  stopping  at  Dad 
Joe's  tavern  and  the  Aments  sold  out. 

The  Peoria-Galena  road  was  changed  to  pass  Dad  Joe's 
grove  and  a  new  shelter  was  built,  a  double  log  cabin.  Two 
cabins  were  built  so  both  could  be  under  one  roof,  and  an 
entry  between  with  a  door  at  each  end.  The  cabins  faced 
east  with  a  window  in  each.  The  material  was  all  hand  hewn 
from  virgin  timber. 

In  the  spring  of  1831,  Dad  Joe  was  appointed  overseer 
of  highways  from  the  north  line  of  Peoria  County  to  Rock 
Island. 

On  the  12th  of  May,  1832,  Stillmans  army,  on  its  way 
to  fight  in  the  Black  Hawk  war,  arrived  at  the  grove.  Still- 
man's  army  consisted  of  900  rangers  mostly  from  the 
southern  part  of  the  state.  Zachary  Taylor,  who  became 
the  twelfth  president  of  the  United  States,  was  a  colonel. 
Jefferson  Davis,  whose  future  held  the  presidency  of  the 
short-lived  southern  confederacy,  was  a  lieutenant,  and  a  tall, 
thin  man  called  "Abe"  became  captain.  Thus  it  was  that 
Abraham  Lincoln  spent  the  night  of  May  12,  1832  with  the 
Dad  Joe  family. 

A  boulder  carved  with  Lincoln's  name  and  the  date 
is  a  lasting  monument  by  the  old  well  located  along  with 
roadside  opposite  the  house.  It  was  erected  by  the  Ohio 
Woman's  Club  in  1907.  Around  the  old  well,  from  which 
Lincoln  and  thousands  of  other  pioneers  drank,  is  a  rustic 
curbing  made  from  the  original  stones  of  the  old  barn  which 
housed  the  stage  coaches. 

Mrs.  Smith  died  here  in  November  of  1835  at  the  age  of 
53,  and  the  following  year  Dad  Joe  sold  his  farm  to  Thomas 
Elston,  whose  renters  continued  the  tavern  for  several  years. 
For  16  years  this  was  the  only  residence  in  the  township, 
and  a  room  in  the  building  was  used  for  a  school  room  as  late 
as  1852. 

Jacob  Albrecht  traveled  by  stage  coach  and  horseback 
to  Boone  County,  Missouri,  and  in  1865  purchased  865 
acres  of  land  from  Thomas  Elston,  including  the  land  now 
in  the  Village  of  Ohio  and  as  far  north  as  the  Dad  Joe  Farm 

The  old  log  cabins  were  remodeled  in  1865.  The  original 
frame  and  foundation  were  the  same,  however  the  outside 
appearance  was  changed.  The  change  being  new  windows 
added  and  new  siding.  The  house  still  stands  and  was  re- 


modeled  again    in    1974   and    is    lived    in    by   William    and 
Catherine  (Kay  and  Bill)  Anderson. 

Dad  Joe  died  in  1852  in  his  second  home  in  Dover 
Township,  at  the  age  of  66  years.  He  and  his  wife  are  buried 
in  the  Corss  Cemetery  on  the  edge  of  the  beautiful  West 
Bureau  woods. 


MASON  WORK 


CALL     UP 

PETER  ANDERSON 

HHONK    190 

OHIO,  ILLINOIS, 

If   you    want    first-class 
Mason  Work. 


M.  PAGAN, 

Agent    for 

Illinois,  Iowa  and  Alberta,  Canada, 

Also  yenerai  agent  for  Minnesota,  and  1  )alcota  lands 
and  cit}'  property. 

M,  Fagan    .«    ^    Ohio,  Illinois 


Agriculture  in  Ohio 


1915-  40-80  Avery 
Belongs  to  C.  J.  Krieger 


Ohio  has  always  been  a  farnning  community,  and  today 
still  follows  this  time  honored  occupation,  being  justly 
proud  of  its  heritage,  its  land  with  well  kept  modern  homes, 
and  well  trimmed  yards  and  road  sides 

Farming  in  the  Early  Days 
(As  told  by  Ezra  Guither,  91  years  old) 

First,  I  plowed  ground  with  a  single  walking  plow  and 
two  horses;  then  I  had  a  sulkey  plow  with  one  16"  bottom 
pulled  by  three  horses.  The  next  plow  I  had  was  a  two  bottom 
gang  plow,  pulled  with  three  horses. 

Dad  planted  corn  with  a  Hayes  planter;  then  he  had  a 
Woods  two  row  planter.  He  would  mark  the  entire  field 
both  ways;  then  he  would  plant,  and  someone  rode  the 
planter  to  check  the  corn  on  the  cross  marks.  I  never  did 
that.  Put  when  he  planted  the  end  rows,  I  sat  on  the  planter 
ana  tripped  the  lever  to  check  the  corn  on  the  rows.  A  corn 
planter  was  usually  shared  by  two  neighbors  who  helped 
each  other  plant  corn. 

The  first  corn  cultivator  I  had  was  the  Eagle  Claw  with 
six  shovels;  then  I  had  a  tongueless  fourshovel  plow. 


I  first  had  a  7'  grain  binder  that  I  pulled  with  three 
horses.  Later,  I  had  an  8'  binder  that  was  pulled  with  four 
horses.  This  binder  was  too  wide  to  go  through  the  gates, 
so  we  would  put  the  tongue  on  the  canvass  end  to  pull  it 
through  the  gates. 

When  threshing  time  came,  we  had,  I  think,  a  Shepherd 
machine.  A  rack  load  of  bundles  was  driven  up  along  each 
side  of  the  machine.  There  would  be  a  boy  on  each  side  to 
cut  the  bands,  and  a  man  in  the  middle  fed  the  grain  into 
the  machine.  There  would  be  eight  to  ten  flat  racks  and  two 
men  to  pitch  bundles  in  the  field.  The  grain  was  threshed 
into  two  box  wagons  (50-60  bushel  capacity)  and  driven, 
one  at  a  time,  to  the  bin  where  there  would  be  an  extra 
man  to  help  shovel  the  grain  into  the  bin.  The  threshing 
machine  had  a  platform  and  elevated  the  straw  on  canvas 
up  to  the  straw  stack  before  the  machines  had  blowers  that 
blew  the  straw  on  stacks. 

I  cut  hay  with  a  mower,  raked  it  into  windrows,  then 
bunched  the  windrows  with  a  rake.  Two  men  would  pitch 
the  hay  on  rack  wagons.  At  the  barn  they  would  stick  a  hay 
fork  into  the  hay,  and  horses  would  pull  the  fork  into  the 
mow  where  one  or  two  men  would  mow  it  away. 


About  1912  when  farmers  used  incubators  to  hatch 
their  own  chickens.     Lucille  and  Lenore  loder 
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Threshing  Crew 


Corn  was  picked  in  a  bang  board  wagon,  taken  to  the 
16'  corn  cribs  and  shoveled  into  them.  During  the  winter 
when  the  corn  sheller  would  come,  neighbors  would  come 
before  daylight  to  help,  and  it  would  usually  take  about 
twenty  wagons  to  haul  the  corn  to  town. 


Butchering  was  a  big  day.  We  were  up  early  in  the 
morning,  about  four  o'clock,  to  heat  the  water.  Several 
neighbors,  riding  horses  or  walking,  would  come  to  help. 
A  few  women  would  also  come.  This  job  was  usually  com- 
pleted In  one  day. 


Thrashing  oats  for  Frank  Anderson.  Two  blocks  west 
of  intersection  Route  26  and  92.  Geo.  Lloyd,  Ed 
Saltzman,  Wm.  Ewalt,  Sam  Bacorn  and  Robt 't 
Johnson. 

1915 
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Otto  Krieger  with  his  two  row 
horse  drawn  corn  planter 


1926 
Otto  Krieger  and  daughter 


Frank  Krieger  with  his  single 
row  corn  cultivator  in  1917 


Velvin  Phillips  discing  with 
his  Twelve  Horse  Hitch 
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YEAR  OF  1910-  FARM  SALE 


Left  to  right:  George  Yepsen,  Tom  Mayne,  Gilman 
Mayne,  Albert  Rickerl,  Jake  Minter,  Jay  Guthrie, 


Lem  Whittaker,  Joe  Hawks,  and  Ed  Kiefer. 


Picking  corn  by  hand 
LaVern  Kolp 


Farming  Methods  Change 


Farming  methods  and  machinery  have  progressed  at 
an  almost  unbelievable  change  of  pace  since  the  farming 
days  Mr.  Guither  told  of. 

Ohio  and  surrounding  area  was  at  one  time  a  large 
livestock  area,  as  well  as  grain  farming.  The  livestock  enter- 
prise was  largely  due  to  the  crop  rotation  program.  A  field 
would  be  planted  to  corn  one  year,  oats  the  next,  and  the 
third  year  alfalfa  or  clover  was  grown.  This  was  done  to 
rebuild  the  nitrogen  supply  and  loosen  the  soil.  Each  farm 
had  some  cattle  either  beef  or  dairy,  or  both,  along  with 
hogs  and  poultry.  The  hay,  stored  in  the  barns  loose  at  first 
a/)d  later  in  bales,  was  fed  to  the  livestock.  The  manure. 


the  main  source  of  fertilizer,  was  spread  on  the  ground 
which  was  to  be  planted  to  corn  the  following  year.  Com- 
mercial fertilizer  was  used  in  the  early  40 's,  but  very 
sparingly. 

The  farms  were  fenced  into  small  fields,  and  many 
open  ditches  were  the  means  of  water  shed.  Today,  in  1977, 
tiling  has  been  completed  so  extensively  that  many  farmers 
have  no  open  ditches,  and  crops  are  grown  across  where 
old  ditches  were  cleared  and  filled  after  tiling,  or  the  ditch 
is  now  a  grass  waterway  which  can  be  crossed  with 
machinery. 

There  were  a  few  rocks,  picked  up  year  after  year,  on 
some  of  the  farms,  and  today,  this  land  is  in  a  good  state  of 
cultivation. 

With  the  coming  of  new  technology  on  fertilization 
programs,  the  livestock  has  become  almost  non-existant 
on  most  Ohio  farms.  The  fences  have  been  removed  and  the 
old  hedge  fence  rows  have  been  bulldozed  out.  Except 
for  the  roads,  buildings  and  a  few  remaining  fences,  the  land 
is  mostly  open  as  when  the  early  settlers  came. 

Ohio  does  boast  of  several  large  confinement  lots  for 
hogs  and  cattle  which  is  the  present  modern  way  of  raising 
livestock.  Hogs  are  raised  from  farrowing  to  market  in 
confined  areas,  never  being  off  concrete  floors.  An  average 
confinement  farm  will  raise  thousands  of  hogs  yearly.  Feeder 
cattle  are  purchased  and  finished  without  ever  being  on 
pasture. 


Future  Farmers  1936 
The  Anderson  Bros.:  Bill,  Howard,  Bob  and  Dick. 


With  the  clearing  of  the  fences,  the  conservation  prac- 
tices, and  the  bulldozing  of  trees  and  buildings  around 
abandoned  homesteads,  we  have  many  more  acres  under 
cultivation  today  but  fewer  farmers. 

Farm  machinery  changed  along  with  the  larger  number 
of  acres  per  farm,  and  one  man  today  can  farm  from  600 
to  1000  acres  with  a  large,  4  wheel  drive,  diesel  tractor 
(fully  equipped  with  an  air  conditioned  and  heated  cab, 
CB  radio  and  stereo)  and  hydraulic  lifted  equipment.  Five  or 
six  bottom  plows  are  the  usual  pull,  however,  there  are 
many  larger  outfits  pulled  with  the  4  wheel  drive  tractors. 
Disks  are  21  to  32  feet  wide  with  fold  up  wings;  not  so  they 
can  get  through  the  gates,  but  so  they  can  travel  down  the 
road.  Planters  are  from  4  to  16  row  models  with  automatic 
kernel  counter  and  monitors  so  the  operator  knows  exactly 
what  is  being  planted,  or  likewise,  what  is  not  being  planted. 
Herbicides  are  now  used  to  control  weeds  and  grasses,  and 
the  row  crops  are  cultivated  usually  once  and  sometimes 
not  at  all. 

From  threshing  crews  and  hand  picked  corn,  we  have 
progressed  to  combines  that  adapt  for  corn,  soybeans,  oats 
and  wheat.  The  size  varies  from  4  row  to  8  row  models  with 
bins  that  hold  in  excess  of  one  hundred  bushels  before 
dumping  their  load  into  waitng  trucks  and  gravity  flow 
wagons  holding  three  to  four  hundred  bushels.  These  com- 
bines sell  for  fifty  to  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

The  corn  population  per  acre  is  about  three  times  more 
than  it  was  in  the  1940 's,  and  the  yield  has  increased  by 
approximately  100  bushel  per  acre. 

Many  farms  in  the  late  1930's  and  early  '40's  sold  for 
$100  per  acre.  This  price  increased  steadily  until  1973  when  It 
skyrocketed,  and  many  farms  doubled  in  value  in  one  year's 
time.  The  average  value  today  is  $2500.00  per  acre  in  our 
area. 

Farming  today  is  considered  big  business,  and  together 
with  farm  related  businesses,  it  is  the  nation's  largest 
industry.  What  will  the  next  hundred  years  bring  to  this 
land  of  beauty  and  plenty? 


Ford  Tractor 
Karen  Anderson  Harris 


1977  John  Deere  Combine 


1962 

Surplus  ear  corn  being  piled 

on  the  ground 


1977 
Steiger  4  wheel  drive  tractor  8-18"  bottom  plow 


Ice  Making  on  Albrectit  Pond 
Early  1900's 


ANDERSON  PONDS 

In  the  early  1900's  Fred  Albrecht.  seeing  the  need 
for  a  pond,  built  a  dam  across  a  deep  gorge  about  sixty 
rods  northwest  of  his  farm  buildings.  This  pond  was  built 
by  using  horse  drawn  scrapers,  and  many  weeks  were  spent 
hauling  dirt  and  rocks  to  line  the  banks.  Fred,  his  sons  and 
several  neighbors  did  the  work.  When  finished,  the  pond 
covered  five  acres  and  was  seventeen  feet  deep.  Directly 
north  of  this  pond,  two  more  ponds  were  added  in  the  fol- 
lowing years. 

During  January  and  February  of  each  year  much  ice 
was  removed  and  stored  in  ice  houses  for  use  in  the  summer 
months.  Many  people  got  ice  from  this  pond.  It  was  said, 
by  old  timers,  that  you  couid  buy  a  load  of  ice  for  one  dollar. 
George  Sis;er  of  Ohio  also  bought  and  sold  ice  from  this  pond. 
On  the  northeast  corner  of  the  pond,  George  Sisler  built  a 
large  ice  incuse,  ■  lich  would  hold  400  tons  of  ice. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  pond,  a  conveyor  chute  about 
30  feet  long  v/as  ouilt.  This  conveyor  was  driven  by  a  steam 
engine  for  years  and  in  later  years  by  a  gas  engine.  At  the 
upper  end  of  the  conveyor  was  a  dock  from  which  the  ice 
was  loaded  into  wagons.  To  harvest  the  ice  a  horse  drawn 
double  marker  was  used  to  mark  out  the  blocks.  The  marks 
were  then  sawed  and  chipped  and  the  blocks  floated  to  the 
conveyor  to  be  loaded.  Sometimes  when  the  ice  was  too 
thin,  a  horse  or  a  man  would  fall  in  and  would  have  to  be 
rescued,  wet  and  cold  but  unharmed.  Ice  was  removed  from 
this  pond  every  year  until  the  late  1930's. 

The  ponds  were  kept  stocked  for  fishing  when  Henry 
Albrecht  lived  on  the  farm,  and  many  hours  of  "just  fishin" 
were  enjoyed  by  the  community. 


Howard  W.  Anderson,  a  lifelong  resident  of  the  Kasbeer- 
Ohio  area,  purchased  this  157  acre  farm  in  1936.  The  farm  is 
located  one  and  a  half  miles  northeast  of  Ohio  and  here, 
Howard  has  watched  four  generations  enjoy  the  three  ponds 
and  timberland.  Howard  and  his  wife,  Lucille,  added  a  cabin 
and  fenced  in  picnic  area.  The  ponds  were  restocked,  and 
the  shade  trees  and  cool  breezes,  from  one  of  the  highest 
spots  in  Bureau  County,  made  a  perfect  place  for  family 
picnics,  reunions,  church  gatherings,  political  rallies,  school 
parties  and  trail  rides.  Fishing  and  camping  were  enjoyed 
by  many.  The  Bureau  County  Saddle  Club  held  a  horse 
show  and  trail  ride  here  for  twenty  five  straight  years. 
Governor  Stratton  was  one  of  the  well  known  to  visit  here. 

Do  you  remember  how  Ohio  churches  and  schools 
worked  together  on  their  schedules?  Wednesday  night  was 
church  night  and  kids  were  not  expected  to  have  to  attend 
things  at  the  school  that  night.  The  schools  also  tried  not  to 
schedule  anything  on  Wednesday  night. 

Do  you  remember  when  the  three  churches  in  town 
each  had  a  committee  in  1967  to  help  with  the  Pizza  parties 
at  the  new  Wesley  Hall  and  later  how  each  church  took 
turns  entertaining  the  high  school  kids  on  Friday  nights 
when  there  wasn  '  t  a  restaurant  in  town? 

Do  you  remember  the  Halloween  parties  sponsored 
by  the  three  churches  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  held 
at  the  school? 


House  prior  to  1894  belonging 

to  Frank  Hannon  on  E.  Green 

River  Rd.,  and  the  residence 

of  Bill  Piper  Family 


Pomeroy  Estate  house  prior  to  1894 

on  E.  Green  River  Rd.,  and  the 
residence  of  Jerry  Norden  Family 
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STATE  WIDE  CONTOUR  PLOWING  MATCH 
(TAKEN  FROM  A  1948  NEWSPAPER) 

September  21,  1948,  was  perhaps  the  biggest  demon- 
stration and  plowing  contest  to  be  held  in  Bureau  County 
since  the  last  big  corn  husking  contest.  This  contest  was 
held  on  the  Dewey  Johnson  farm  located  one  mile  south 
of  Ohio  on  Route  26.  Contestants  were  present  from  all 
parts  of  Illinois, 

The  WLS  radio  crew  were  on  hand  and  this  event  was 
heard  live  during  their  market  broadcast  at  noon  and  5 
o'clock. 

An  evergreen  windbreak,  shrubs  and  trees  were  planted 
to  show  people  some  good  ways  to  beautify  the  homestead. 
Other  events  were:  inspection  of  contoured  crops,  the  build- 
ing of  a  farm  pond,  the  establishment  of  a  grass  waterway, 
and  a  display  of  farm  machinery. 

Mr.  Johnson,  a  director  of  the  Bureau  County  Soil 
Conservation  District,  had  been  operating  this  farm  on  a 
soil  conservation  program  for  the  past  three    years . 


DEWEY  JOHNSON  IN  RECORD  SHIPMENT 
(TAKEN  FROM  "DROVER'S  JOURNAL") 
"Dewey  Johnson,  in  the  1940's,  shipped  to  the  Union 
Stockyards  at  Chicago  102  choice  heifers  and  193  heavy 
hogs.  This  was  one  of  the  largest  single  shipments  of  live- 
stock from  this  section  of  the  country  in  several  years.  Six 
semi-trailer  units  and  two  truck-trailer  units  were  required 


to  haul  this  livestock,  and  the  trucks  were  furnished  by  Ohio 
truckers." 

"The  cattle  averaged  910  pounds  in  Chicago  and  brought 
the  extreme  top  of  $17.00  for  that  weight.  The  hogs  averaged 
316  pounds  and  sold  straight  at  the  ceiling  price  of  $14.85 
per  cwt." 

"Dewey  had  a  group  of  steers  on  the  market  earlier 
that  brought  $1.00  over  the  extreme  top.  The  packing  plant 
processing  this  stock  reported  that  the  animals  were  in  such 
top  condition  that  the  first  white  tallow,  seen  in  about  nine 
years,  was  obtained  from  them.  The  Johnsons'  were  told 
that  this  white  tallow  comes  when  the  cattle  are  finished 
to  the  top  quality  -  that  they  could  get  no  better." 


"\ 


Special  Events 


WILLIAM  KNUTH 
AND  LAURA  LAMB 


Ohio   Corn   Carnival  and   Fall   Festival 


(Taken  from  The  Walnut  Leader,  Nov.  1899) 
"The  Ohio  Corn  Carnival  and  Fall  Festival  was  held 
on  November  15,  1899...  The  town  was  jammed  at  an  early 
hour.  A  parade  of  floats  represented  each  industry  in  town 
and  surrounding  towns.  The  first  part  of  the  parade  was 
headed  by  the  Dixon  Shoe  Factory  and  was  followed  by 
carriages  containing  speakers  and  invited  guests.  This  was 


a  mile  In  length  and  passed  through  the  main  part  of  town. 
The  second  section  was  headed  by  the  Walnut  Cornet 
Band,  this  was  followed  by  the  floats. 

"At  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremonies,  the  new  Village 
Hall  was  dedicated  in  the  council  chambers  on  the 
second  floor  of  the  fine  brick  building.  H.  S.  Pomeroy, 
president  of  the  board,  spoke  on  the  necessity  of  such  a 
building  and  the  cost.  Jay  Taylor,  Editor  of  the  Ohio  Herald, 


CORN  FESTIVAL  FLOAT 


GRAND  CHAMPION 

Kim  Anderson,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Anderson,  $7,500.00.      Kim  is  the  first  girl  ever  to  win  that  honor.  1973 

is  with  her  grand  champion  steer  at  the  Future  Farmers  of  was  the  first  time  girls  were  permitted  to  compete  in  the  FFA 

America  Livestock  competition  at  the  American  Royal  Live-  show, 
stock  Show    in    Kansas   City    in    1973.    This   steer   sold    for 
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GRAND  CHAMPION 
Jim  Anderson,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Anderson,  steers  of  all  breeds  in  the  junior  show.  The  animal  sold  at 

is  at  the  halter  of  his  grand  champion  steer  over  all  breeds  auction  for  $5,500.00,  a  state  fair  record   price,   to  Jewell 

at   the  1969   Illinois  State   Fair   in    Springfield.    The   1,040-  Food  Company  of  Chicago.  Jim  was  16  at  the  time  and  at 

pound  steer,  unbeaten  in  six  shows  that  year,  was  earlier  the  left  is  his  brother,  Dennis.  Miss  Sheri  Coulter,  an  Illinois 

named    champion    Angus   and    grand    champion    over    425  Angus  Ebonette,  is  presenting  the  ribbon. 
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was  chairman.  He  introduced  Mayor  Browne  of  Mendota 
who  delivered  the  dedicatory  address.  There  was  also  a  short 
address  by  E.  O.  Hills,  first  police  magistrate  of  Ohio.  At  the 
conclusion  of  these  addresses  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 

"At  2  o'clock  the  football  game  took  place  between 
the  Tigers  of  Princeton  and  a  team  from  Clinton,  Iowa.  The 
score  was  in  favor  of  Princeton.  The  crowd  for  this  was  three 
thousand.  At  4  o'clock,  Hon.  C.  K.  Ladd,  the  orator, 
delivered  a  fine  address.  After  this  came  the  Sham  battle 
on  the  school  grounds... Corn  husking  contests  and  fire- 
works. The  day  ended  in  a  Grand  Ball. 

"Mr.  Ennes,  of  Walnut. float  was  decorated  in  bunting 
and  corn  for  the  festival.  It  was  built  like  a  house  on  a  long 
wagon.  The  wagon  was  20'  long,  10'  wide  and  10'  high.  The 
house  was  covered  on  the  roof  with  cornstalks.  The  store 
name  was  on  each  side  in  letters  cut  from  corn  of  yellow, 
white  and  red.  Cut  corn  was  also  used  for  the  letters  "Cash 
For  Grain".  The  background  was  green  calico.  Eight  horses 
were  attached  to  it,  Mr.  Ennes  took  hold  of  the  ribbons 
and  with  his  family,  bookkeeper,  telephone  and  typewriter 
started  for  Ohio. ..The  float  was  made  in  hopes  of  winning 
first  prize  which  was  five  dollars. ..E.  Munson,  former  jeweler 
in  Ohio,  living  in  Mendota,  announced  he  would  give  a  Elgin 
watch  to  the  winner.  Mr.  Ennes  won  the  watch  and  money..." 


MISS  ADDIE  CHASE 
Corn  Carnival  Queen  1898 


The   Glen   Park   Excursion 

(Taken  from  The  Ohio  Herald,  August  24,  1900) 


BUSINESS  MEN  SCORE  A  GREAT  SUCCESS. 
NEARLY  700  PICNICKERS. 


"Ohio  shut  up  shop,  yesterday,  and  went  to  Glen  Park  for 
a  day  of  vacation,  relaxation,  recreation  and  jollification. 
Nearly  seven  hundred  people  from  town  and  surrounding 
country  laid  aside  their  work  and  boarded  the  train  on 
pleasure  bent.  None  were  disappointed.  All  experienced 
a  day  of  mirth  and  merry  making.  Everybody  had  a  good 
time.  Some  enthusiasts  go  so  far  as  to  say  it  was  the  best 
time  they  ever  had.  The  Business  Men's  Glen  Park  excur- 
sion was  certainly  a  red  letter  day  for  Ohio  and  will  long  be 
remembered  by  every  member  of  the  jolly  crowd. 

"The  special  train  of  eleven  coaches  and  a  baggage 
car  arrived  at  Ohio  at  6  A.  M.  and  at  8  o'clock  the  start  was 
made.  Decorations  of  flags  and  bunting  were  profuse.  Four 
huge  canvas  banners,  bearing  the  words  "Ohio  Business 
Men's  Excursion"  adorned  as  many  cars.  The  engine  was 


arrayed  in  gaudy  colors  and  a  holiday  air  pervaded  the 
atmosphere.  The  trip  was  made  without  incident  and  at 
10 o'clock  the  park  was  reached. 

"The  day  was  spent  in  varied  ways;  shooting  the 
schutes,  boating,  and  bathing  were  the  main  attractions. 
Ohio  people  took  to  the  water  like  a  hungry  negro  to  bowl 
of  clam  soup.  The  toboggan  slide  was  tasked  to  its  utmost 
to  accomodate  all  those  who  wished  to  experience  the  ex- 
hilirating  effects  of  a  shot  down  the  schutes.  Row  boats, 
launches  and  the  small  steamer  were  kept  busy  all  day  long. 
The  bowling  alley  and  other  places  of  amusement  received 
a  liberal  patronage. 

"The  day  was  one  continual  round  of  pleasure.  No 
accident  or  unpleasantness  marred  the  enjoyment  of  the  day. 
The  success  of  the  event  is  another  noteworthy  illustration 
of  the  superiority  of  Ohio  over  other  towns  of  its  size  and 
furnishes  an  excellent  example  of  the  progressiveness 
and  public-spiritedness  of  our  citizens. 

"Ohio  is  well  pleased  with  Glen  Park  and  will  certainly 
go  again  next  year." 


Carnival  and   Variety   Shows 


The  first  carnival  was  held  at  the  Ohio  Opera  House. 
This  was  spon<!ored  by  the  Vocational  Anriculture  Depart- 
ment of  the  high  scriool  under  the  direction  of  Ag  teacher, 
James  Evans,  The  vocational  agriculture  department  of  Ohio 
High  School  was  started  in  the  fall  of  1939.  The  depart- 
ment was  very  active  in  promoting  dances,  grain  shows 
and  variety  shows  to  raise  money  for  agriculture  depart- 
ment equipment. 

In  1944,  the  school  board  rented  the  building  which 
now  houses  the  school  buses  and  the  township  grader  for  a 
scnool  Shop.  The  agreement  was  that  the  agriculture  stu- 
dents earn  the  money  to  equip  the  shop  through  their  various 
activities.  Since  World  War  II  was  being  waged,  tools  were 
very  scarce,  and  the  shop  was  equipped  with  tools  purchased 


at  farm  sales,  second  hand  stores  and  garage  sales.  Money 
was  earned  to  purchase  these  with  various  activities.  The 
most  successful  was  the  yearly  carnival.  Ring  toss  at  live 
ducks  was  the  most  popular  contest  along  with  BB  gun 
shoocing,  baseball  throw,  guessing  contests,  dart  throwing 
at  balloons  and  many  other  events.  The  main  event  of  the 
evening  was  a  home  talent  show. 

After  the  shop  was  equipped,  many  products  were 
built  and  sold.  For  several  years  during  the  war  there  was  an 
annual  sale  of  toys  manufactured  in  the  shop.  Hog  houses, 
feed  bunks,  trailers,  hay  racks,  etc.,  were  also  made  and 
sold  at  a  profit.  The  best  year  showed  nineteen  hundred 
dollars  profit  from  activities  of  the  agriculture  students, 
most  of  which  was  spent  to  improve  the  facilities  and  equip- 
ment of  the  department. 


Ohio's  Great  Celebration  in  1907 


HOMECOMING  JUBILEE  1907 


(Taken  from  Ohio  Herald) 
Ohio's  Homecoming  Jubilee  of  1907  was  a  grand  suc- 
cess even  though  it  rained  every  day  and  evening  during  the 

The  following  poem  is  taken  from  the  booklet  prepared  for 
"The  First  Homecoming  Celebration"  in  Ohio  in  1907. 

OHIO 

The  sun  never  shone  on  a  city  more  fair 
Than  beautiful,  peerless  Ohio. 

There's  life  in  a  kiss  of  her  rarefied  air. 
Ohio,  prolific  Ohio. 

Her  sons  are  valiant  and  noble  and  bright. 

Her  beautiful  daughters  are  just  about  right. 

And  her  babies.  God  bless  them,  are  clear  out  of  sight- 
That  crop  never  fails  In  Ohio. 

Our  homes  are  alight  with  a  halo  of  love, 

Ohio,  contented  Ohio; 
We  bask  in  the  smiles  of  the  heavens  above 

No  clouds  ever  darken  Ohio. 
Our  grain  waves  its  billows  of  gold  in  the  sun, 

The  fruits  of  our  orchards  are  equaled  by  none, 
And  our  pumpkins,  some  of  them,  weigh  almost  a  ton- 

We  challenge  the  world  in  Ohio! 

Our  girls  are  sweet  models  of  maidenly  grace, 

In  this  modern  Eden,  Ohio. 
They  are  perfect  in  figure  and  lovely  in  face. 

That 's  just  what  they  are  in  Ohio. 
Their  smiles  are  bewitching  and  winning  and  sweet, 

Their  dresses  are  stylish,  yet  modest  and  neat, 
A  Trilby  would  envy  their  cute  little  feet. 

In  beautiful,  peerless  Ohio. 

When  the  burdens  of  life  I  am  called  to  lay  down, 

I  hope  I  may  die  in  Ohio. 
I  never  could  ask  a  more  glorious  crown 

Than  one  of  the  sod  of  Ohio. 
And  when  the  last  trump  wakes  the  land  and  the  sea. 

And  the  tombs  of  the  earth  set  their  prisoners  free, 
You  may  all  go  aloft,  if  you  choose,  but  for  me, 

I  think  I  'II  just  stay  in  Ohio. 

-LUCIENSEYMOUR 


week.  No  time  during  the  week  was  the  weather  what  might 
be  called  real  pleasant.  If  it  wasn't  chilly,  it  was  threatening 
rain  or  raining. 

Former  residents  of  Ohio  township,  who  were  living  in 


KEETCH  FAMILY  AERIAL  AGi  a 
HOMECOMING  JUBILEE  1907 


MADAM  SKIVER'S  SLIDE  FOR  LIFE  ACT   HOMECOMING  JUBILEE  1«)7 


1907  HOMECOMING 

In  foreground:  B.  Kirk;  Bowlus;  Rogers. 


distant  parts,  began  arriving  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
week  preceding  the  Grand  Jubilee,  and  they  kept  coming  on 
every  train  until  Friday  evening.  They  were  here  from 
Kansas,  Dakota,  Vermont  and  Minnesota.  They  came  to 
visit  their  relatives,  their  friends  and  the  home  of  their 
childhood. 

At  2:30  on  Monday,  a  general  reception  was  held  in  the 
town  hall.  Pomeroy's  orchestra  furnished  instrumental 
music.  Mayor  M.  E.  Cadwalader  delivered  an  address  of 
welcome.  Miss  Jennie  Thompson  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Young 
each  sang  a  solo.  Letters  were  read  from  those  who  couldn't 
attend  the  celebration.  At  5  o'clock  Prof.  Skiver  attempted 
to  inflate  his  balloon,  but  was  forced  to  give  it  up  due  to 
the  heavy  rainstorm.  In  the  evening,  the  Keetch  family 
gave  a  number  of  free  aerial  acts  in  the  street  which  greatly 
pleased  those  who  saw  them.  They  gave  a  performance 
each  afternoon  and  evening  during  the  remainder  of  the 
week.  At  9:30  at  night  Madam  Skiver  slid  by  her  hair  on  a 
wire  stretched  from  the  top  of  the  water  tower  to  the  corner 


of  Grove  and  South  Streets.  She  made  the  slide  during  a 
drenching  rain.  She  carried  a  torch  in  each  hand,  which  made 
a  pretty  sight.  She  also  repeated  the  performance  every 
afternoon  and  night  during  the  week. 

The  industrial  parade  took  place  Wednesday  morning, 
and  that  evening  Prof.  Skiver  made  one  of  the  prettiest 
balloon  ascensions  ever  witnessed  and  dropped  with  a  para- 
chute, landing  about  a  half  mile  from  the  place  of  ascension. 

The  parade  that  Wednesday  forenoon  was  one  of  the 
best  Ohio  had  ever  had.  The  parade  was  divided  into  two 
sections  The  first  division  was  headed  by  Chief  Marshal, 
Peter  J.  Conrad,  followed  by  the  Ohio  Military  band;  then 
came  the  aides  and  flag  bearer,  float  of  St.  Joseph's  Aca- 
demy on  which  were  comfortably  seated  ninety  children, 
ladies  of  Parade  Committee  in  decorated  carriage,  decor- 
ated carriage  of  the  bank  of  Wilson,  Pomeroy  &  Co.,  decor- 
ated carriage  of  S.  W.  Pomeroy  drawn  by  two  white  horses 
driven  tandem;  and  committee  of  Woman's  Club  In  a 
decorated  carriage. 


The  Red  Cross  "Duck"  Sale 


The  Red  Cross  "Duck"  Sale  held  during  World  War 
I,  will  be  remembered  as  a  "Red  Letter"  day  m  Ohio.  The  Red 
Cross  dinner  was  served  by  the  ladies  of  the  community 
and  $237.75  was  raised.  After  the  dinner  there  was  a  talk  by 
Rev.  C.  C.  Carpenter  of  Princeton.  It  was  a  very  patriotic 
speech  and  thrilled  all  who  heard  it.  He  ended  his  speech 
by  introducing  the  famous  Red  Cross  Duck  which  had  sold 
at  Manlius  for  $750.00  and  at  Wyanet  for  $1020.00.  He  said 
he  would  like  to  see  Ohio  beat  the  other  two  towns  and  keep 
the  duck  for  its  own.  The  sale  then  commenced. 

The  Red  Cross  duck  was  the  first  thing  bid  upon.  Bids 
were  solicited  for  ten  dollars  and  then  five  dollars.  The  total 
sum  collected  for  the  duck  was  $1500.00.  Once  again, 
Ohioans,  from  the  "Biggest  Little  City  in  the  State",  came 
through  and  with  their  co-operation  and  generousity,  the 
duck  belonged  to  Ohio. 

Articles  of  every  description  were  sold  that  day  from 
hayracks  on  Main  Street,  including  seed  corn,  potatoes, 
canned  fruit,  bird  houses,  wheat,  barley,  corn  and  a  hand- 
kerchief donated  by  Mrs.  Woodrow  Wilson.  Also,  sold  were 
horses  and  hogs. 


DAN  BURKE  &  RED  CROSS  DUCK 

Expression  was  caused  by  the 

Duck  which  had  just  nipped  him. 
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Welcome  Home  Day 


Ohio  Township's  Welcome  Home  Day  was  held  on 
Sept.  1,  1919,  for  her  ex-service  men.  A  parade  was  the 
biggest  feature  of  the  day,  with  A.  W.  Shifflet  as  chairman. 

(The  following  article  taken  from  the  Walnut  Leader 
newspaper.  Is  it  fact  or  fiction?) 

"Ohio  Museum  -  found  certificate  of  marriage  for  Wild 
Bill  Hickok,  before  he  set  out  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the 
Black  Hills,  also  the  last  letter  he  wrote  to  his  wife  before 
his  career.  Back  of  these  relics  is  an  interesting  story  you 
will  find  in  a  feature  article  "The  Story  of  the  Forgotten 
Romance,"  written  by  Scott  Watson,  which  can  be  found  in 
the  house  of  The  Walnut  Leader. " 


Over  one  hundred  service  men  marched  in  the  parade  along 
with  dozens  of  floats,  fife  and  drum  corps,  bands  from 
nearby  towns,  and  decorated  buggies  and  automobiles. 
Civil  War  veterans  and  Spanish  American  War  veterans 
rode  in  the  parade. 

The  ex-service  men  sat  down  to  a  feed  provided  by  the 
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"Vann  Chevrolet  Band  appeared  in  Ohio  in  June  1936, 
directed  by  L.  L.  Kidd  formerly  of  Ohio.  The  band  is  owned 
by  Vann  Chevrolet  of  Freeport  and  travels  cross  country, 
trips  exclusively  made  in  1936  Chevies.  Courtesy  of  your 
Chevy  dealer  and  the  merchants  of  Ohio  Brass  Band." 
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dinner  committee  The  menu  consisted  of  fried  chicl^en, 
mashed  potatoes,  salads,  escalloped  corn,  rolls,  coffee, 
cakes,  pies  and  icecream. 

At   1:30  P.    M.   an    interesting   address   was  delivered 
by  Rev.  C.  C.  Carpenter  ot  Princeton.  After  that,  performers 


gave  open  air  free  acts.  This  was  followed  by  races  and 
then  a  ball  game  between  Ohio  and  Buda.  There  was  a  band 
concert  in  the  evening  and  later  a  dance.  Over  5000  attended 
this  Welcome  Home  Day. 


Ohio  Feeds  the  Army 


One  hundred  Army,  Air  Force  and  WACS  were  fed  in 
the  basement  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  September,  1944. 
The  Red  Cross  was  notified  that  the  caravan  would  travel 
through  Ohio  and  would  need  to  be  fed.  The  plans  were 
hurriedly  made  and  the  entire  meal,  which  consisted  of  roast 
beef  and  all  the  trimmings,  was  cooked  in  various  homes 
and  brought  to  the  Methodist  Church.  The  women  from  all 
three  churches  helped. 


The  airmen,  most  of  them  veterans  of  overseas  service, 
and  the  WACS  were  enroute  from  Chicago  to  Omaha, 
Nebraska  with  the  Air  Corps  famous  Treasury  Show,  "Shot 
from  the  Skies".  It  was  touring  the  nation  with  its  vast  dis- 
play of  German  and  Japanese  equipment  which  the 
American  fliers  had  shot  down  in  action.  Over  twenty  huge 
army  trailers  were  packed  with  equipment,  most  of  which 
was  clearly  visible  to  the  Ohioans  who  saw  the  caravan. 
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Remember  when  tramps  came  to  town  on  the  old  freight 
trains  or  on  foot  and  slept  in  the  old  jail  in  the  City  Hall?  The 
next  day  they  went  to  the  houses  (which  some  say  were 
marked)  and  begged  food. 


February  7,  1946,  "Breakfast  in  Hollywood"  drew  six 
hundred  people  from  Ohio  and  nearby  towns,  when  Sam 
Traynor  of  Princeton  acting  as  Tom  Breneman,  conducted 
the  well  known  show,  using  home  talent  in  Ohio. 


Remember  Joe  Fisher  driving  his  old  car  with  no  brakes 
and  Gid  Finn  checking  for  fresh  donuts? 

Remember:  High  School  days  when  those  "little 
squirrels"  loitered  on  the  balcony  of  the  old  gym.  The  ball 
teams  going  to  games  in  autos  before  the  days  of  buses. 
Sunday  afternoons  when  "Chub"  Stevenson  drove  the  kids 
to  the  movie  in  Princeton. 


Flying  Saucer  Day 


An  aerial  view  of  Main  Street  during    Flying  Saucer  Day  Celebration  1962 


For  several  years,  starting  in  1957,  ttie  Otiio  Business 
en's  Association  sponsored  an  all  day  celebration  called 
riying  Saucer  Day.  Ttiis  was  held  in  September,  and  thiere 
was  a  big  parade  in  ttie  afternoon  witti  participants  from  Ofiio 
and  ttie  surrounding  towns.  Tfiere  was  always  a  large  crowd 
of  people  to  view  the  parade  and  to  enjoy  the  program  in  the 
evening.  This  program  was  usually  under  the  direction  of 
Vance  Plapp  with  Jim  Evans  as  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Following  the  parade,  hundreds  of  dollars  in   prizes  were 


IVAN  "POP"  DRAPER 
Flying  Saucer  Day  Parade  Marshall 


FLYING  SAUCER  DAY  1961 
Steve  Conner  in  his  Great  Grandma 
baby  buggy. 


given  away  by  the  town  merchants  who  sponsored  1000 
saucers  (paper  plates)  to  be  dropped  by  an  airplane  flying 
over  Ohio.  Marvin  and  Harry  loder  are  two  of  the  men  known 
to  have  dropped  these  saucers.  There  was  always  a  big 
scramble  for  these  plates  as  the  prize  was  written  on  them 
with  values  up  to  twenty-five  dollars  when  redeemed  at  a 
designated  store.  Free  ice  cream  bars  were  given  to  all  the 
children. 

Some  of  the  winners  at  the  Flying  Saucer  Day  in  1959 
were:  Pet  parade;  Sharon  Parsons,  first;  Billy  Joe  Anderson, 
second:  Jacque  and  Julia  Chase,  third;  Jim  Ewalt,  fourth; 
Randy  Martin,  fifth.  Single  pony  and  rider:  Larry  Anderson, 
first:  Gary  Stocking  on  Howard  McDonald's  pony,  second; 
Jamie  and  David  Monier.  third.  Pony  hitch:  Sally  and  Karen 
Anderson,  first;  Deanna  Draper,  second;  Mike  Draper, 
third.  Susan  Quilter's  entry  was  judged  most  unique. 


FLYING  SAUCER  DAY  PARADE  1958 
Rick  Grossman  and  Deanna  Draper. 


Bi-Ohio  '76  Weekend 


BI-OHIO  WEEK-END 
Aerial  view  of  Beer  Garden  on  football  field  Saturday  afternoon 


Bi-Ohio  '76  was  an  all  class  reunion  of  all  graduates 
and  former  teachers  of  Ohio  High  School.  This  reunion 
was  called  Bi-Ohio  '76  in  honor  of  our  Country's  Bicentennial 
and  the  approaching  centennial  of  the  village  ofOhioin1977. 

Through  the  co-operation  of  many  people,  names  and 
addresses  of  most  graduates  and  teachers  were  obtained 
and  invitations  sent. 

After  many  contacts  and  much  research  this  is  what  the 
committee  found.  Since  the  first  four  year  graduating  class  of 
Ohio  High  School  in  1915,  there  have  been  940  graduates. 
Of  this  number  only  75  graduates  were  deceased.  490  of  the 
graduates  sent  in  reservations,  this  being  57  percent  of 
all  the  graduates  of  Ohio.  A  Bi-Ohio  '76  book  was  published 
with  pictures,  a  school  history  and  the  names  and  addresses 
of  graduates. 

An  idea  conceived  in  November  became  a  reality  the 
evening  of  July  23,  1976,  when  over  800  graduates,  teachers, 
spouses  and  guests,  arrived  at  Emerald  Hill  Country  Club, 
Sterling,  Illinois.  Forty-nine  of  the  married  couples  attending 
were  both  graduates  of  Ohio  High  School.  A  delicious  buffet 
dinner  was  served  at  seven,  and  then  the  evening  was  spent 
dancing,  visiting,  and  bowling,  with  more  visiting  being  done 
than  anything  else. 


All  but  three  years,  1916,  1918,  and  1928  were  repre- 
sented at  the  reunion.  The  graduates  were  honored  to  have  in 
attendance  Mr.  Edward  De  Bolt,  the  first  principal  of  Ohio's 
four  year  high  school,  and  Everett  Johnson,  a  member  of 
that  first  graduating  class.  Many  of  the  graduates  and 
teachers  came  from  a  great  distance:  Alaska,  California, 
Texas,  Florida,  Virginia  and  other  states. 

On  Saturday  afternoon  about  three  hundred  attended 
an  open  house  at  the  high  school.  They  enjoyed  viewing 
class  pictures  from  the  years  1926  through  1976,  touring 
the  school  building,  and  meeting  and  visiting  with  friends 
they  missed  at  Emerald  Hill.  The  Bi-Centennial  theme 
was  carried  out  with  floral  bouquets  and  coffee,  punch  and 
cookies  were  served.  In  the  evening,  a  Beer  Garden  was  open 
on  the  football  field  where  two  hogs  were  barbequed  and  a 
dinner  served  throughout  the  afternoon  and  evening.  More 
visiting  and  dancing  was  enjoyed  for  many  hours.  This 
glorious  weekend  was  climaxed  with  an  ecumenical  church 
service  on  the  football  field  Sunday  morning  with  guest 
speakers  and  pastors  from  the  Lutheran,  Methodist  and 
Catholic  Churches  participating.  Coffee  and  donuts  were 
served  after  the  service. 


Some  of  Our  Older  Citizens 


90  years  and  over  in  1977 


MRS.  ANNA  KING 
Mrs.  Anna  King,  widow  of  Charles  King  (1885-1969), 
was  born  in  New  Hampton,  Iowa  in  1881.  She  and  her  hus- 
band farmed  in  Iowa  for  six  years,  then  moved  to  Illinois 
where  they  farmed  until  retiring  to  Ohio  in  1956.  They  are 
parents  of  three  children;  Elmer,  Ruth  (Mrs.  Francis)  Min- 
nick  and  George  who  reside  in  Mendota.  Mrs.  King  still 
resides  at  315  E.  Jackson,  Ohio  and  maintains  her  own 
household. 


MRS.  MATTIEDORAN 
Mrs.  Mattie  Doran,  widow  of  Joseph  P.  Doran,  was 
born  in  Ohio  in  1884,  daughter  of  J.  W.  Ross,  and  moved 
to  Walnut  with  her  family  at  an  early  age.  She  has  lived 
in  the  Ohio  area  most  of  her  life,  on  a  farm  and  later  active 
in  the  Doran  Electric  and  Heating  Go.  in  Ohio.  She  is  now 
a  resident  of  the  Walnut  Manor,  Walnut. 

THE  WOMAN  LESS  WEDDING 
A  show  to  raise  money  for  the  fire  department  was  held 
at  the  school,  September,  1946.  The  principals  of  the  show 
were:  Col.  Everett  Johnson,  Master  of  Ceremonies;  Jack 
Faley,  minister;  Leigh  Smith,  bride;  Julius  Saltzman,  bride- 
groom; Vance  Hopper,  bridesmaid,  Carl  Kramer,  best  man; 
Curtis  Saltzman,  ring  bearer;  James  Evans,  flower  girl. 
Many  others  participated. 

Starting  September  10,  1935,  all  stations  or  depots  on 
the  DB&Q  will  pick  up  livestock  within  ten  miles.  They  will 
make  a  contract  with  a  local  trucker  to  pick  the  livestock 
up  at  your  farm  free. 


ORVILLEL.  VICKREY 

Orville  L.  Vickrey  was  born  April  11,  1885  in  Dover 
Township.  After  farming  in  Ohio  Township  for  fifty  two 
years,  he  retired  in  Ohio  in  1962.  He  married  Beulah  Eld- 
ridge  in  1909.  The  children  are:  Azalia  June  of  Ohio,  and  Mrs. 
John  (Madge)  Reinhard.  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  Grandchildren 
are  Robert,  Mrs.  Sue  Johson,  and  Mary.  Great  grand- 
children: Mathew  and  Sarah  Johnson.  Orville  resides  at 
Walnut  Manor.  As  this  book  goes  to  press,  we  are  sad  to 
add  that  Orville  passed  away  on  May  19,  1977. 


EZRA  PHILLIP  GUITHER 

Ezra  Phillip  Guither  was  born  in  1886,  the  son  of  Edward 
and  Caroline  Rapp  Guither.  Edward  bought  the  farm  north 
of  Red  Oak  Church  in  1871,  and  moved  onto  it  in  1875.  Ezra 
was  born  on  this  place,  and  in  1910,  he  married  Mabel 
Kuhlmeyer,  and  they  moved  onto  the  farm.  His  parents 
retired  to  a  home  in  Walnut.  Ezra  and  his  wife  were  the 
parents  of  two  children:  a  son,  Myron,  lives  in  Texas  with 
his  family,  and  a  daughter,  lone,  married  Elmer  Wangelin 
and  has  three  children. 

Mr.  Guither  lived  most  of  his  life  on  the  family  "Cen- 
tennial" farm  where  his  daughter  and  son-in-law  now  live. 
Mrs.  Guither  passed  away  in  1962,  and  Ezra  now  lives  on 
South  Main  Street,  Ohio. 

Ezra  grew  his  beard  especially  for  the  Centennial! 

A  young  ladies  club,  "The  Merry  Strollers,"  gave  plays 
about  1902.  The  proceeds  usually  financed  a  summer 
camping  trip  for  young  ladies  and  their  chaperone. 


HENRY  AND  HARRIET  ALBRECHT 
Henry  Albrecht  was  born  In  1886.  He  married  Harriet 
G.  Martin  of  Wisconsin  In  1915.  They  tiave  lived  their  entire 
married  life  in  the  Ohio  area.  Henry  and  Harriet  are  both 
In  their  90' s.  Henry  Is  the  grandson  of  Jacob  Albrecht. 


CHARLES  BATTIN 

Charles  Baffin  was  born  In  Ohio  Township  in  1887. 
He  was  living  on  the  farm  where  Melvln  Grossmans'  live, 
when  the  cyclone  of  1898  tool<  the  Baffin  home.  He  attended 
Gugerty  school,  Ohio  Public  School  and  St.  Joseph  Academy. 
He  Is  now  living  on  Memorial  Street  In  Ohio. 


Superior  Under\x^ear 
Comfort 
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WE    SELL   THE 


Union  Suits  That  Are  Made  Rigtit 

So  that  they  feel  right 
And  wear  right 


THE  MAN  who  has  never  enjoyed  wearing 
Union  Suits  because  they  didn't  fit,  will 
find  in  our  big  line  for  spring  garnnents  that 
will  fit,  wear,  and  give  absolute  comfort  and 
satisfaction.  Come  in  today  and  see  our 
many  styles  in  light,  medium  and  heavy 
weight,  cotton,  and  woo!  Union  Suits,  with 
closed   crotch. 

$1.00  '<^  $2.00 


Furnishers  for  His  Majesty,  the  American  Citizen 


Ohio  Grade  and  High  School  History 


OHIO  GRADE  AND  HIGH  SCHOOL -1977 


In  the  fall  of  1873,  ttie  basement  of  tfie  Methodist  Church 
was  used  for  school  purposes,  since  there  was  no  school 
building  in  town.  Z.  S.  Hills  was  the  first  teacher,  and  he 
taught  the  fall  and  winter  terms  in  1873.  He  was  followed 
by  Dr.  Remsburg  of  La  Moille  for  the  spring  term.  The 
school  board,  composed  of  A.  S.  Walter,  R.  Dewey,  and  L. 
Pomeroy,  met  and  voted  to  build  a  new  school  in  the  district. 

The  first  school  of  District  17  was  built  in  1875  at  a  cost 
of  $7000.  The  land  on  which  the  school  was  built  was  donated 
by  Jacob  Albrecht.  In  addition  to  the  three  rooms  which 
the  building  originally  contained,  there  was  a  community 
hall.  This  hall  was  later  transformed  into  school  rooms.  The 
building  was  heated  by  large  sheet  iron  stoves  and,  when  it 
was  very  cold,  the  pupils  moved  up  around  the  stoves  and 
worked  their  problems  on  their  slates.  This  school  was 
erected  about  where  the  new  gym  is  now,  and  the  entrance 
faced  the  south.  Mr.  A.  S.  Hills  was  the  first  principal  in  the 
new  building.  According  to  records,  in  1877,  the  school  had 
an  enrollment  of  nearly  one  hundred  thirty  students  with 
three  teachers  and  the  superintendent. 

As  time  sped  by,  a  school  beyond  the  elementary  level 
was  needed.  A  two  year  high  school  was  maintained  by 
District  17  for  ten  years.  Later,  this  was  extended  to  a  four 
year  school.  The  first  class  to  graduate  from  the  Ohio  High 
School  was  in  1891.  The  first  class  to  graduate  from  the  four 
year  high  school  was  in  1915,  and  Mr.  Edward  DeBolt  was 
principal.  The  Illinois  State  Legislature,  in  1917,  passed  the 
Community  High  School  Law.  In  1920,  the  Ohio  Community 
High  School  was  organized  and  became  District  505. 

After  fifty-five  years,  there  was  a  need  for  a  larger  and 
safer  building,  and  in  February,  1930,  a  special  election  was 
successfully  held  authorizing  a  bond  issue  of  $65,000  for  this 
new  school.  Construction,  on  what  is  now  our  Ohio  School, 
began  in  the  spring  of  1930  and  was  completed  in  the  year 


1931.  The  building  included  classrooms  and  a  combination 
gym  and  auditorium. 

There  have  been  several  additions  and  improvements 
to  the  school  during  the  past  years.  In  1938,  a  large  study 
hall  for  the  high  school  was  added  to  the  building.  In  1953, 
a  new  addition  costing  $230,000  was  constructed;  this  In- 
cluded classrooms,  agriculture  shop  room  and  a  new  gym. 
The  athletic  field  was  purchased  in  1949  by  the  school,  after 
being  leased  for  many  years.  Lights  were  installed  on  this 
field  in  the  spring  of  1949, and  the  first  night  football  game 
was  played  against  Neponset  in  the  fall  of  1949.  in  1965-^, 
the  playground  area  behind  the  school  was  blacktopped, 
making  a  year  round  playground.  New  aluminum  front 
doors  have  recently  been  installed  on  both  front  entrances 
of  the  building. 

In  1948,  the  school  board  contracted  Howard  McDonald 
to  provide  a  bus  service  to  transport  the  rural  students  to 
and  from  school.  Since  1954,  the  buses  have  been  owned 
by  K.  F.  Gorman. 

There  has  always  been  a  close  relationship  between 
the  high  school  and  elementary  school,  both  being  held  in 
the  same  building  from  the  beginning  to  the  present.  They 
started  with  one  superintendent,  and  since  1967-68  they  have 
again  been  with  one  superintendent.  Mr.  John  Henriksen  Is 
the  superintendent  and  Mr.  Warren  Brown  is  prIncipaL 
There  are  twenty-two  teachers  in  the  grade  and  high  school. 
The  enrollment  of  the  grade  school  this  year  is  181  and  there 
are  95  students  in  the  high  school. 

In  addition  to  the  required  subjects,  the  students  have 
many  electives  from  which  to  choose  and  extra-curricular 
activities.  The  high  school  is  affiliated  with  the  Whiteside 
Vocational  School,  and  students  are  transported  daily  to 
Sterling  for  training  in  many  vocational  fields. 


OHIO  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  - 1875 


HISTORY  OF  THE  SCHOOL  BELL 


The  hanging  of  the  school  bell  in  the  belfry  of  the  new 
school  building  was  a  great  event  in  the  village  in  1875.  Mr. 
J.  H.  Bowlus  and  son,  Charles,  supervised  the  placing  of 
this  bell.  It  was  necessary  to  place  some  timbers  so  that  they 
extended  beyond  the  walls  of  the  building.  A  pulley  was 
placed  on  these  extended  timbers,  and  the  bell  was  to  be 
raised  by  the  use  of  a  rope.  It  was  discovered  that  the  work- 
men had  forgotten  to  put  the  rope  through  the  pulley,  and 
Mr.  J.  H.  Bowlus,  who  was  neither  so  young  nor  so  agile, 
climbed  out  upon  the  extended  timbers  and  put  the  rope  in 
place. 

For  sixty  years,  the  old  bell  pealed  forth  the  call  to 
learning  for  the  children  of  this  community.  However,  the 
bell  was  silenced  when  it  and  the  school  building  were  taken 
down  to  make  way  for  a  new  school  building  in  1930.  After 
the  completion  of  the  new  school  building,  the  old  bell 
rested  near  it  on  the  ground.  The  Parent  Teacher  Asso- 
ciation became  interested  in  preserving  this  historic  relic. 
A  committee  composed  of  Henry  Kramer,  Claude  Ruff  and 
Mrs.  Mary  Inks  was  appointed  to  confer  with  the  school 
board  regardmg  the  preservation  of  the  school  bell. 


On  October  1,  1934,  through  the  efforts  of  the  P.  T.  A. 
and  the  Grade  School  Board,  the  bell  was  placed  on  the  roof 
of  the  new  school  building.  The  work  was  done  by  James 
Kerchner,  Frank  Warkins  and  Gus  Gorman.  After  four 
years  of  idleness  its  familiar  sound  was  heard  again  for  the 
first  time  on  October  2.  1934  at  8:25  A.  M. 

Years  later,  this  bell  again  remained  silent;  no  one 
bothered  to  pull  its  rope!  Then  on  a  Halloween  Eve,  by  whom 
or  how  remains  unknown,  the  old  school  bell  was  taken  off 
the  roof  as  a  prank.  It  was,  and  still  is,  a  mystery  how  prank- 
sters could  lower  this  heavy  bell.  Perhaps  someone  who 
reads  this  story  could  now  supply  us  with  the  answer  to  this 
mystery. 

The  historic  school  bell  was  never  replaced  on  the 
school  roof,  but  this  bell  seemed  determined  to  be  heard. 
It  IS  now  secured  to  a  flat  bed  trailer  and  used  as  a  victory 
bell  at  football  games  and  pep  rallies.  It  once  again  rings 
out,  not  as  a  call  for  children  to  come  to  school,  but  as  a  cheer 
for  each  touchdown.  And,  as  the  homecoming  parade  goes 
marching  down  Main  Street  each  year,  this  historic  school 
bell  rings  out  loud  and  clear. 


1892  or  1893  High  School  Graduating  Class  -  left 
to  right:  standing,  Minnie  Remsturg,  Bert  Lowne, 
Nell  Bowlus,  Will  Dolan,  Maude  Rutf,  Will  Cranell. 
Seated:  Blanch  Ruff,  Principal  Rollo  Russell, 
Anna  Fagan. 


STUDENTS  OF  OHIO  HIGH  SCHOOL 
1915-1916 


Ohio  High  School  Graduation  Class  of  1915- Everett 
Johnson,  William  Rogers,  Ivan  Conner,  Pearl 
Anderson,  Thyra  (Rasmussen)  Foster. 
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OHIO  BASKETBALL  TEAM  - 1915 

Palmer  Shifflet,  Pearl  (Sleepy)  Anderson,  Everett 
(Doc)  Johnson,  Ivan  Conner,  E.  E.  Houghtby, 
Coach;  Wayne  Fagen,  Levi  Sharp. 


^    /f/  f 


Freshman  Class  -  1919  -  Margaret  Walker,  Robert 
Jackson,  VIra  Parsons  Elgin,  Bessie  Bolbock  Gu- 
gerty,  Glenn  Albrecht,  Mildred  Ewalt,  Hazel 
Blaine,  Edna  Jensen.  Mabel  Baird.  Marie  Hansen, 
Inez  Hawks  Kessel,  Leigh  Smith,  Virgil  Atkinson, 
Orva  Carey  Weston,  Edward  Poole,  Gladys  Erickson 
Ericson,  Gladys  McDonald  Feik,  Mary  lleen  Fitz- 
patrick,  Margaret  Noreen,  Perolee  Raynor  Stone, 
Berneice  Kiefer,  Clella  Corbin  Johnson,  Zelma 
Damon  Kerr,  Hugh  Burke. 


Ohio  High  School  Wedding  -  1919  -  Miss  Domestic 

Science  was  married  to  Mr.  Ohio  High  School, 
and  every  family  in  Ohio  was  invited.  They  came 
and  brought  gifts  of  money  for  sewing  machines 
and  stoves,  etc.,  and  kitchen  utensils  needed  for 
the  cooking  class.  Those  in  the  wedding  party  are 
Katherine  Conner  Ganschow;  Bernice  loder  Wine- 
brenner;  Margaret  Doran  Gugerty;  Genevieve 
Raynor  Anderson;  Lad  (Dr.  J.  W.)  O'Malley,  ring 
bearer;  Catherine  Saltzman  Gebhardt,  flower  girl; 
Alice  Johnson  Tellkamp;  Lola  Carey  Johnson; 
Margaret  Conner;  Lucille  loder  Anderson;  Grace 
Winkler;  Miss  Madeline  Hadlock,  a  teacher;  Lydia 
Rickert  Nuess. 


Ohio  Girls  Basketball  Team  -  1920  -  Back  Row: 
Katherine  Conner  Ganschow;  Margaret  Cori.ier; 
Catherine  Faley  Donnelly;  Miss  Laura  Andrews, 
teacher  and  coach;  Margaret  Walker;  Leah  South 
Schmalz;  Clella  Corbin  Johnson;  Inez  Hawks 
Kessel. 


OHIO  PUBLIC  SCHOOL 

1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  Grades  - 1929 
Mabel  E.  Baird,  teacher 


Left  to  right,  back  row:  Francis  Doran,  Marjorie 
Schwartz,  Clifton  Sisler,  Claude  Forristall,  Lyie 
Forristall,  John  Albrecht,  Virginia  Denbo,  Violet 
Gustafson,  Marjorie  Bettner.  Middle  row:  Francis 
Powers,  Winifred   Dunn,   Stanley   Etheridge,   Axel 


Gustafson,  Ivan  Bodine,  Beulah  Scheil,  Jeanne 
Ayers,  Junior  Watson,  Lowell  Schwartz,  Irene 
Whaley.  Front  row:  Gaylord  Etheridge,  Junior 
Scheil,  Alvin  Schwartz,  Fergus  Conner,  Jack 
Krapff,  Wilbur  Gustafson,  Mary  Merkel,  Evange- 
line Albrecht,  Alberta  loder. 

Sister  Stanislaus.  In  less  than  five  years  the  enrollment 
reached  125. 

Besides  the  primary  grades,  there  was  a  four  year  high 
school  and  a  two  year  business  program.  Piano  and  art 
complimented  the  schedule.  The  gymnasium  and  adjoining 
'cottage  school'  were  added  in  1913,  located  on  the  east 
end  of  the  property.  The  gymnasium  was  well  equipped 
according  the  standards  of  the  time. 

It  was  during  1918,  that  the  Academy  closed,  for  a  time, 
its  third  and  fourth  year  high  school  program.  Also  in  that 
year,  the  Benedictine  nuns  from  Nauvoo  arrived  to  teach  the 
students.  However,  the  Mercy  nuns  were  again  in  attendance 
when  the  school  closed  in  1929,  due  to  hard  depression 
years  and  lack  of  accredited  teachers. 

During  the  1930's,  the  parish  leased  the  school  building 
and  it  was  converted  to  rental  apartments.  All  rights  to  the 
building  were  sold  in  1972.  It  is  still  used  as  an  apartment 
building  today. 


ST.  JOSEPH  'S  ACADEMY  - 1907 


ST.  JOSEPH'S  ACADEMY 

Ohio's  only  parochial  school  was  St.  Joseph's  Academy 
(1903-1929).  It  was  built  by  the  Immaculate  Conception 
Church,  during  the  pastorate  of  Fr.  Richard  F.  Flynn.  No 
fee  was  charged  to  attend  the  school  as  it  was  fully  funded 
by  the  parishioners. 

In  March  of  1903,  the  site  south  of  the  old  Town  Hall 
was  purchased  from  M.  T.  Dunn  and  amazingly  the  brick 
tiiiilding  was  completed  and  ready  for  classes  in  September! 
The  first  teachers  were  five  sisters  of  Mercy  from  Ottawa: 
Sister  Aloysius,  Sister  Pius,  Sister  Amata,  Sister  Mercy  and 


THE  ONE-ROOM  SCHOOL  HOUSES  SURROUNDING  OHIO 
"Good  ole  school  days"   means  many  things  to  many 
people  but  to  those  who  attended  the  one-room  schools,  it 
is  unique  and  special. 

The  first  school  in  Ohio  Township,  the  second  in  all 
of  Bureau  County,  was  taught  in  a  room  in  the  cabin  of  Dad 
Joe  Smith.  When  the  weather  was  bad,  the  children  stayed 
all  night.  Records  are  scarce  but  is  known  such  a  school 
existed  before  1852.  Eventually  it  became  District  #18. 

Pleasant  Valley  School,  first  District  #16  and  later  #214, 
is  thought  to  date  back  to  the  1850 's.   First  known  as  the 


PLEASANT  VALLEY  SCHOOL  - 1897  or  1898 


(Left  to  right):    Down   front:   C.   Warkins  and   G. 

Warkins. 

First  row:  G.  Smitfi,  J.  Sharkey,   Net  Hannon,  L. 

Murtaugh,    W.    Gorman,    M.    Warkins,    and    the 

Rosenes. 

Gugerty  school,  it  was  located  on  a  corner  of  the  Gugerty 
farm  on  land  given  for  use  for  the  duration  of  the  school. 

The  O'Neill  school  (still  standing  two  miles  north  of 
Ohio  on  route  26)  is  thought  to  have  started  in  the  1860's 
when  it  was  named  for  John  O '  Neill  whose  children  and  those 
of  Fenwick  Anderson  were  said  to  "fill  the  school".  This 
O'Neill  school,  District  #50,  was  one  of  three  schools  located 
in  Lee  County  that  were  consolidated  into  Ohio.  The  others 
were  the  Downey  School,  District  #51  and  the  Armstrong, 
District  #49.  The  Downey  School  was  located  two  and  half 
miles  east  of  route  26  and  one  mile  north  of  the  county  line. 
Today,  the  building  is  a  garage  at  the  Joe  Downey  farm.  The 
Armstrong  School  was  three  miles  west  of  route  26,  just  off 
Easy  Road. 

In  1868,  M.  R.  Dewey  taught  the  Bunker  Hill  school 
on  the  Nick  Heinzie  farm  about  a  mile  north  of  the  village. 
Mr.  Dewey  had  ninety  pupils.  In  the  fall  of  1873,  a  school 
was  opened  in  the  basement  of  the  Methodist  Church  with 
Z.  S.  Hills  as  teacher.  The  Bunker  Hill  students  came  into 
this  school. 

To  the  south  of  town,  the  one  room  schools  were  ap- 


DOWNEY  SCHOOL  — 1915 
Man  — Mr.  Cashion 

Left  to  right,  first  row:  First  two  un- 
known, Ed  Blaine,  Arlene  Conderman, 
Lola  Conderman. 

Second  row:  Mary  Kirk,   Hazel   Blaine, 
Richard  Battin,  Alton  Conderman. 
Back  row:  First  unknown,  Leah  Blaine. 
Edna  Battin,  Elsie  Grossman  and  Mrs 
Downey. 

Francis  Downey  (teacher)  took  th« 
picture. 


Back  row:  Ben  Smith,  Jennie  Murtaugh,  C.  Battin, 
Edna  Doran  Piper  (teacher),  Gusta  Walter,  H. 
Battin,  R.  Smith,  M.  Sharkey. 


pearing  in  at  least  the  1860's,  also.  The  Concord  School 
was  District  #21,  and  located  where  the  Marvin  Johnsons 
live  today.  The  Franklin  School  was  District  #22  and  located 
at  the  corner  south  of  the  Jack  Piper  home.  The  Dodge 
School,  District  #19,  was  located  at  the  corner  south  of 
Everett  Ackerman's.  The  Dodge  School  building  was  moved 
into  town  and  made  into  a  residence  on  West  Street.  There 
also  was  a  Town  Hall  School,  District  #20,  located  first 
corner  east  of  Ivan  Krieger's  house,  that  was  In  existence 
fromat  least  1902-1907. 

Be  it  the  Franklin,  the  Concord,  the  Dodge,  the  Pleasant 
Valley,  the  O'Neill,  the  Armstrong,  the  Downey,  the  Dad 
Joe,  the  Bunker  Hill,  or  the  Old  Town  Hall  school,  they  were 
the  one-room  country  schools  that  surrounded  Ohio  and 
eventually  were  consolidated  into  the  town  school. 

In  the  very  early  days,  the  kids  brought  slates  to  school 
to  do  lessons  on  -  some  had  double  slates,  and  this  was  the 
very  best! 

Remember  the  recitation  bench  by  the  teacher's  desk 
where  the  whole  class  sat?  While  one  class  was  in  session, 
the  others  studied  and  it  is  said,  subconsciously  absorbed 
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ARMSTRONG  SCHOOL  - 1914  or  1915 

(Left  to  right):  Mildred  Norden,  Julia  Schell,  La- 
verne  loder,  Lilah  Rasmussen,  Eva  Kranov, 
(teacher),  Nell  Lempke,  Mabel  Norden,  Leroy 
Norden,  Ernie  Norden. 
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FRANKLIN  SCHOOL 


O'NEILL  SCHOOL 


DAD JOE  SCHOOL 


CONCORD  SCHOOL  -  ARBOR  DAY  - 1916  or  1917 


Participants  shown:  Lola  Carey  Johnson,  Sophia 
Hansen  Jensen,  Velvin  Phillips,  Ronald  Phillips, 
Orva  Carey,  Genivive  Raynor  Anderson,  Marie 
Hansen,    Mildred   Wells,    Stanley   Turnbull,    Glen 


Turnbull,  Alice  Krieger,  Paralee  Raynor  Stone, 
Henrietta  Jensen,  Melvin  Jensen,  Vivian  Mac- 
Donald  Devenney,  Gordon  MacDonald,  Kermit 
Hansen  (in  gloves).  Teacher:  Mrs.  Hynds. 


what  the  reciting  class  was  discussing.  The  kids  in  the  upper 
grades  pronounced  spelling  words  for  the  little  kids.  Perhaps 
this  experience  led  some  to  teaching  careers. 

Teacher  standing  on  the  doorstep,  swinging  the  little 
hand  bell  to  call  the  students  to  attendance  is  warmly 
remembered. 

"The  journey  to  and  from  school  is  as  rich  in  memories 
as  school  itself. ..the  companionship  (and  fights)  t>etween 
brothers,  sisters,  cousins,  neighbors. ..and  the  animals: 
the  ponies,  horses,  and  dogs  accompanying  the  scholars. 

The  teachers  had  many  duties  besides  teaching.  They 
were  janitors  and  fire  tenders.  (Many  youngsters  helped 
tend  the  fire  and  little  ones  liked  to  dust  erasers.)  Some- 
times the  teacher  stayed  with  a  family  in  the  district.  Her 
salary  was  meager.  At  the  turn  of  the  century,  one  local 
teacher  was  paid  $25  each  for  a  fall  and  spring  term,  $30  for 
the  winter  term.  She  paid  room  and  board,  and  supplied 
her  own  horse  and  buggy  for  transportation. 

And  the  discipline!  In  the  early  days,  boys  just  went  to 
school  during  the  winter  when  they  were  not  needed  on  the 
farm.  Some  of  these  boys  were  older  than  the  teacher.  Order 
was  kept  by  the  old  system  of  "spare  the  rod  and  spoil  the 
child",  but  most  of  the  time  it  was  just  a  harsh  scolding. 

As  years  went  by,  Vhe  little  outhouses,  the  common 
drinking  cup  and  towel  were  replaced  with  plumbing  facili- 
ties—  but  not  before  countless  memories  had  been  made. 
Many  remember  hands  sticking  to  a  cold  pump  handle 
in  the  wintertime,  and  the  long  trip  to  the  outhouse,  all 
bundled  up. 

Recesses  were  lots  of  fun  -  the  teacher  usually  played 
games  with  the  kids.  In  the  spring,  it  was  baseball,  tag  and 
hopscotch.  In  the  winter,  the  kids  brought  their  sleds  or  made 
one  out  of  a  piece  of  tin  or  board.  Remember  "fox  and 
goose"?  Who  dared  mess  up  the  paths!  All  afternoon  you 
cpuld  smell  the  wet  gloves  and  boots  drying  by  the  stove. 

Many,  many  memories. ..the  morning  exercises  of  clap 
in,  clap  out. ..the  Christmas  programs  and  closing  day  pic- 
nics...the  PTA  meetings,  a  family  affair  complete  with  lunch 
committee  and  every  family  bringing  a  pie. ..the  noon  and 
recess  ball  and  the  last  "School  Dismissed"  of  the  day. ..kids 
grabbed  coats  from  the  cloak  room  (some  schools  had  a 
"boys'  hall"  and  a  "girls'  hall")  and  scattered  in  all  directions 
for  home,  kicking  dirt  and  stones  as  they  went  in  their  bug- 
gies, on  a  horse,  walking,  or  (later)  bicycles. 

Gradually,  all  doors  closed. ..the  Bunker  Hill  in  1873,  the 
old  Town  Hall  School  in  1909,  Dad  Joe  School  in  1922,  Con- 


cord and  Dodge  in  1948,  the  O'Neill  in  1949,  the  Armstrong 
in  1950,  Franklin  and  Pleasant  Valley  in  1951,  and  lastly 
the  Downey  in  1952.  Long  lists  of  teachers  names  and  years 
for  each  school  are  available  at  the  Ohio  Library. 

In  Ohio  Union  Cemetery  are  the  graves  of  two  brothers, 
William  Conner,  who  fought  on  the  Union  side  in  the  Civil 
War,  is  buried  in  a  lot  next  to  his  brother,  Sam,  who  fought 
on  the  Confederate  side.  Both  were  born  in  Virginia,  and 
William  came  to  Illinois  before  the  war  so  he  was  on  the  Union 
side.  Sam,  still  in  Virginia  when  the  war  began,  enlisted 
on  the  confederate  side.  After  the  war  he  came  to  Ohio 
and  made  this  his  home. 
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A  car  load  just  received  I 
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DODGE  SCHOOL  -  about  1931 


Left  to  right,  back  row:  Lad  Krieger,  Harold  Snod- 
grass,  Gyneth  Glafka  (teacher),  Bernice  Town- 
send,  Ken  Hutchinson,  Kenny  Young  and  another 
Young. 


Front  row:  R.  Albright,  Evelyn  Geisenhagen,  Elaine 
Hutchinson,  Norma  Albright,  Jean  Cass,  Margie 
Young,  Carol  Cass. 


GUGERTY  SCHOOL  PICNIC 


County  Fair  Queens  From  Ohio 


The  Bureau  County  Fair  has  sponsored  a  County  Fair  Queen  Contest  for  a  number  of  years.  A  girl  from  each  township 
In  the  County  is  chosen  by  the  township  fair  director  to  compete  in  this  contest. 

Ohio  Township  has  been  well  represented  over  the  years,  and  seven  girls  have  brought  the  crown  to  Ohio;  three  girls 
have  been  first  runner  up;  and  two  have  been  selected  Miss  Illinois  County  Fair  Queen  at  the  state  pageant  in  Springfield. 
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Linda  Schultz 
Queen  1970 

Linda  Schultz  was  the  First  Bureau  County  Queen  to  be 
chosen  Miss  Illinois  County  Fair  Queen  at  the  State  Pageant 
in  Springfield  in  1971.  She  spent  her  summer  attending  most 
of  the  Illinois  County  Fairs  and  the  Illinois  State  Fair.  Her 
promotion  of  the  County  Fairs  was  rewarded  with  a  trip  to 
Las  Vegas  for  the  National  Fair  Association  Annual  meeting. 

Linda  Schultz  Jones  was  asked  to  be  the  Bureau  County 
Pageant  director  in  1975  and  has  directed  it  since  that  time. 
Elaine  Grossman  was  her  first  county  fair  queen.  She  ac- 
companied Elaine  to  the  State  contest,  and  brought  back 
to  Bureau  County  another  State  Queen. 


Elaine  Grossman 
Queen  1975 

Elaine  Grossman  was  chosen  Miss  Illinois  County 
Fair  Queen  at  the  pageant  In  Springfield  In  1976.  She  at- 
tended the  County  Fairs  throughout  the  state  and  was  Official 
State  Fair  Hostess  at  the  Illinois  State  Fair  in  1976.  Elaine 
has  gone  on  in  queen  competition  and  was  chosen  "Miss 
Illinois  Valley"  in  April  1977.  Elaine  will  be  competing  for 
the  title  of  "Miss  Illinois"  at  the  "Miss  Illinois  Pageant" 
held  in  Aurora  in  July,  1977.  The  winner  of  this  pageant 
will  compete  for  "Miss  America". 


Colleen  Evans  (Thompson) 
Queen  1957 


Bonnie  Evans  (Stearns) 

Queen  1959 

One  of  the  Top  Ten  Finalists 

in  the  State  Pageant  at  Springfield. 


Sheila  Evans  (Bradley) 
Queen  1960 


Lynn  Schneider  (Cannon) 
Queen  1966 


Nora  Evans  (Zora) 
Queen  1968 


Caria  Ediefson 
First  Runner  Up  1963 


Kathy  Carlson  (Anderson) 
First  Runner  Up  1964 


Lana  Mungor  (Organ) 
First  Runner  Up  1971 


OHIO  ORGANIZATIONS 


OHIO  WOMANS  CLUB 

Organized  in  January.  1889  as  a  Woman's  Literary 
Club,  the  Ohio  Woman's  Club  became  a  member  of  the 
State  Federation  Women's  Clubs  in  1899  and  is  the  third 
oldest  club  in  the  county.  Since  its  beginning,  the  club  has 
had  as  its  main  concern  the  welfare  of  Ohio.  In  1899,  the  club 
started  buying  books  for  the  use  of  the  citizens  of  the  town 
and  school,  and  today  Ohio  has  a  library  to  be  proud  of. 
Also,  in  1899.  the  club  put  out  a  cookbook,  printed  by  the  Ohio 
Herald  with  over  40  Ohio  business  ads  in  it.  One  of  the 
earliest  projects  of  the  club  was  placing  a  historical  marker 
near  the  Dad  Joes  Tavern,  now  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  L.  Anderson,  where  Lincoln  stopped  on  his  way 
to  the  Blackhawk  War.  This  was  done  on  Memorial  Day, 
1907.  Following  the  dedication,  those  present  went  to  the 
'rounding  corner"  south  of  Ohio  where  two  maple  trees  were 
planted.  The  club  has  always  cooperated  in  community 
sponsored  activities,  such  as  Christmas  parties  for  children, 
clean  up  days,  and  the  student  exchange  program.  It  is  proud 
of  its  record  of  furnishing  flowers  for  the  soldier's  graves  on 
Memorial  Day  since  1901 .  Since  1947,  the  club  has  sponsored 
scholarships  for  two  students  to  attend  music  camp  each 
summer.  A  Home  Economics  award  is  given  each  year  to 
a  deserving  student.  Other  causes  the  Ohio  Club  has  helped 
are:  Gateway  Center.  CARE,  Cancer  fund,  Christmas  Seals. 
In  1956.  the  club  entered  the  Sears  Roebuck  Community 
Betterment  Project.  The  community,  young  and  old,  entered 
into  the  activity  and  much  was  accomplished.  The  club  won 
first  place  in  Class  A  in  the  contest,  receiving  $200.  The 
money  was  used  to  help  start  a  park  across  from  the  high 
school,  buying  trees  and  building  a  fireplace. 

The  general  federation  of  Woman's  Clubs  put  out  a 
series  of  four  bicentennial  plates,  1973,  -'74,  -'75,  -'76,  and 
the  molds  were  broken  after  1975  and  no  more  will  be 
available.  Many  of  the  members  purchased  the  set  of  4. 

In  the  seventy-fifth  Anniversary  Year,  Mrs.  Mae  Burke, 
a  charter  member,  was  named  second  oldest  Jewel  member 
in  the  State  of  Illinois.  During  the  Bicentennial  Year,  the 
club  presented  a  book,  "These  United  States",  with  the 
photography  by  Fred  J.  Maroon  and  the  text  by  Hugh  Sidey, 
to  the  library  and  participated  and  helped  in  the  plans  of 
the  Ohio  Celebration.  The  theme  for  the  Ohio  Woman's 
Club  75th  Anniversary  was:  "Working  together.  Coming 
together  is  a  beginning,  Keeping  together  is  progress. 
Working  together  is  success."  This  describes  the  Woman's 
Club  of  Ohio. 

OHIO  LODGE  NO.  814  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
Ohio  Lodge  No.  814  was  organized  with  25  members 
and  was  granted  a  charter  on  October  5,  1892  with  Brother 
Elijah  Ross  as  the  first  Worshipful  Master  and  Brother  H. 

E.  W.  Walters  as  Secretary.  The  lodge  moved  from  the  W. 

F.  Anderson  Hardware  Store  to  the  present  building  known 
as  Remsburg  Building  and  on  August  11,  1954  purchased 
the  building  from  the  Nick  Heinze  Estate.  Present  mem- 
bership is  52  and  there  are  6  fifty  year  members.  The  officers 
governing  the  lodge  for  1977  are:  Clifford  Johnson,  Worship- 
ful Master;  Lester  Morgensen,  Senior  Warden;  Paul  Reed, 
Junior  Warden;  William  Sisler.  Treasurer;  Eugene  Hansen, 
Secretary;  Morgan  Savage,  Chaplain;  Max  Cassidy,  Senior 
Deacon;  Harry  Chenneour,  Junior  Deacon;  Curt  Gealow, 
Senior  Steward;  Harold  Tucker,  Junior  Steward;  LaVerne 
loder,  Marshal;  Marvin  loder,  Tyler. 

FRIENDSHIP  CHAPTER  #376 
On  June  4,  1897  some  friends  in  Ohio  invited  Charity 
Chapter  #236  to  visit  and  organize  a  chapter  here.  The 
following  were  charter  members  of  Friendship  Chapter 
#376:  Calla  L.  Mayall,  Worthy  Matron;  M.  E.  Cadwalader, 
Worthy  Patron;  Emma  Jackson,  Associate  Matron;  Hattie 
Neis,  Warder;   Joseph  L.    Pomeroy,   Sentinel;    Bessie  Cad- 


walader, Conductress;  Emma  Pomeroy,  Associate  Conduc- 
tress; P.  P.  Michael,  Secretary;  Emma  Anderson,  Treasurer, 
M.  J.  Mayall,  Chaplain;  Lizzie  Neis,  Organist;  Nettie  Wat- 
kins,  Esther;  Clara  Neis,  Adah;  Lou  Owens,  Ruth;  Ora  Rems- 
burg, Martha;  Mina  Michael,  Electa;  L.  O.  Owens,  A.  M. 
Jackson,  F.  R.  Anderson  and  George  Remsburg.  On  Fet)- 
ruary  27,  1977,  a  party  was  given  honoring  all  forty  year 
or  more  members.  Those  honored  were  Mabel  Aim,  Cather- 
ine Gebhardt,  Verna  Monier,  Lucille  Willey,  Mary  Albrecht, 
and  Edna  Hoffert,  with  special  recognition  given  to  Harriet 
and  Henry  Albrecht  who  will  be  fifty  year  members  on 
April  1,  1977.  The  Eastern  Star  is  still  an  active  organi- 
zation with  Beulah  loder  as  present  Worthy  Matron  and 
Marvin  loder  as  Worthy  Patron. 


CHAUMONTCLUB  MEETING  ROOMS 

CHAUMONTCLUB 
In  the  early  1900's,  a  social  club  was  formed  in  Ohio 
with  a  membership  of  60  -  100.  It  was  decided  to  call  it  the 
Chaumont  Club  in  honor  of  many  early  settlers  in  Ohio, 
who  came  from  Chaumont,  New  York.  The  club  provided 
many  good  times  through  the  years  for  Ohioans.  There 
were  whist  parties  held  twice  monthly  and  dances  once  a 
month,  with  music  provided,  many  times,  by  local  talent, 
and  with  lunches  provided  and  served  by  Mrs.  Corbin  for 
many  years.  The  club  rooms,  located  above  the  present 
library,  offered  pool,  billiards  and  cards,  and  many  of  the 
local  men  spent  their  leisure  evening  hours  there.  Modern 
conveniences  were  installed  as  they  became  available.  It 
would  be  impossible  to  mention  all  the  members  of  this 
club.  It  is  thought  the  club  disbanded  in  the  1920's. 


THE  "DMC"  IN  OHIO 

The  "DMC"  has  kept  the  women  of  Ohio  busy  on  the 
second  and  fourth  Tuesdays  of  each  month  continuously 
for  nearly  seventy  years! 

"DMC"  was  the  name  of  a  popular  thread  used  in  all 
households  at  the  turn  of  the  century.  Some  clever  lady 
suggested  the  name  for  the  sewing  club  organized  to  meet 
twice  a  month  in  the  village. 

Sometime  before  1915,  they  decided  to  change  their 
activity  from  sewing  to  cards,  and  auction  bridge  was  the 
game  they  played  while  still  calling  themselves  the  "DMC". 

By  1928.  when  a  new  bride,  Anna  Sisler  joined  the 
club,  the  group  was  playing  contract  bridge.  With  their 
husbands,  they  were  all  enjoying  bridge  in  the  evening  twice 
a  month  preceded  by  dinner.  The  ladies  still  met  on  the 
Tuesday  afternoons  also. 

Today,  two  tables  are  played  in  the  members'  homes 
with  dessert  and  coffee  served  for  lunch.  After  all  these 
years,  it's  an  established  fact:  Supper  is  served  late  on  the 
second  and  fourth  Tuesday  in  Ohio! 


DAD  JOE  CLUB 

The  Dad  Joe  Household  Science  Club  was  organized 
June  12,  1917.  Mrs.  Henry  (Harriet)  Albrecht  felt  the  need 
for  a  community  club  with  a  representation  in  the  neighbor- 
hood from  all  churches;  she  called  a  meeting  in  her  home 
with  seven  ladies  attending. 

The  ladies  decided  to  organize  and  meet  in  various 
homes  with  30  members  as  their  limit.  At  first  they  named 
their  club  "Lee-Bureau  Household  Science"  but  changed 
the  name  to  Dad  Joe  Household  Science  Club  as  their  first 
president,  Margaret  Albrecht,  lived  on  the  Dad  Joe 
homestead. 

Dues  at  that  time  were  25  cents  per  year  with  a  five 
cent  fine  for  missing  meetings.  Each  member  was  to  have  a 
co-hostess  and  give  a  demonstration  on  new  recipes  -  also 
a  social  hour. 

For  years,  they  had  a  waiting  list  because  of  their  thirty 
member  limitation  -  they  have  only  sixteen  members  this 
year.  The  club  motto  is  "We  cannot  do  everything,  but  what 
we  can  do,  we  will  do".  The  club  colors  are  pink  and  white 
and  the  club  flower  is  "pink  carnation." 

The  club  meets  the  third  Wednesday  afternoon  of  the 
month  with  family  gatherings  in  January  and  July.  August 
is  vacation  month.  The  officers  for  1976-77  are:  Pres,  Iwilla 
Miller;  Vice-Pres.  Ruth  Dremann;  Sec.  Inez  Norden,  and 
Treas.  Mildred  Mueller. 

BOYS  AND  GIRLS  4-H  CLUB 

4-H  was  started  in  Bureau  County  in  1917,  by  members 
of  the  Crop  Improvement  Association.  In  the  early  years  of 
4-H,  there  were  six  projects  to  choose  from:  pigs,  poultry, 
cattle,  gardening,  canning  and  garments.  Each  year  the 
members  take  their  projects  to  the  local  fair  exhibition.  First, 
they  attended  the  County  Fairs,  but,  as  the  clubs  grew  in 
number  and  size,  they  started  their  own  fair  in  the  early 
'50's. 

There  are  many  projects  today  such  as:  arts  and  crafts, 
automotive  care,  livestock,  bee-keeping,  bird  study,  child 
care,  clothing,  crops,  flower  arranging,  foods,  gun  safety, 
forestry,  and  many,  many  more. 

In  the  1970's,  the  "4-H  Exchange  Club"  was  started. 
Boys  and  girls  from  other  states  come  to  our  county  and 
live  with  our  4-H  members  and  their  families.  The  following 
year  some  of  our  4  H  members  return  the  visit. 

The  Ohio  4-H  club  members  have  won  many  prizes 
at  the  local  fairs  and  have  gone  on  to  win  competition  at  the 
Illinois  State  Fair.  The  youth  learn  many  skills,  make  new 
friends  and  develop  leadership  in  their  community.  Many  of 
the  skills  learned  help  them  find  their  careers  in  agriculture, 
home  economics  or  other  fields. 

The  "Ohio  Livewires  Club"  and  the  "Come  Join  Us 
Club"  of  Kasbeer  joined  as  one  club  this  year.  It  is  called 
"OK  4-H  Club."  There  are  approximately  thirty-eight  mem- 
bers, and  the  leaders  are  Mrs.  Ethel  Ohison,  Mrs.  Doris 
Duffield  and  Miss  Diane  Pendarvis. 


AMERICAN  LEGION 

Ohio  American  Legion  Post  #538  applied  for  the  charier 
for  its  organization,  February  18,.  1920.  At  that  time  there 


were  25  charter  members:  V.  H.  Anderson,  J.  R.  Sheehan, 
A.  D.  Neis,  L.  J.  Siegel,  G.  O.  Conner,  C.  H.  Kramer,  Carl 
P.  Sisler,  Louis  P.  Walter,  Thomas  N.  Anderson,  Virgil 
R.  Underine,  William  Thomas  Gorman,  Jr.,  James  Henry 
Faley,  Jr.,  Erwin  Joseph  Devine,  Edward  M.  Johnson, 
Aaron  R.  Kelley,  Henry  J.  Kelley,  Oscar  W.  Fetzer,  Chas. 
W.  Conner,  Albert  S.  Smith,  R.  W.  Johnson,  E.  B.  Smith. 
Mark  S.  Sisler,  W.  W.  Anderson,  Perry  Remsburg,  and  B. 
F.  Faley,  all  of  Ohio,  Illinois. 

Some  of  the  projects  of  the  Post  were  purchase  of  markers 
for  graves  of  veterans  of  all  wars  for  both  the  Union  and  St. 
Mary's  Cemeteries,  and  arrangements  that  these  would  be 
placed  at  the  graves  to  mark  them  for  honor  at  Memorial 
Day  services. 

The  Post  also  provided  a  firing  squad  to  honor  deceased 
members  at  their  burial  services  and  an  honor  guard  and 
firing  squad  at  Memorial  Day  exercises. 

In  cooperation  with  the  VFW,  the  Post  raised  a  large 
percentage  of  the  money  used  to  light  the  present  athletic 
field.  This  was  done  over  several  years  by  fish  fries  held 
at  Howard  Anderson's  pond. 

In  1963,  because  of  dwindling  membership  and  an 
apparent  lack  of  interest,  the  Post  was  disbanded.  Among 
past  commanders  are  Ivan  E.  Conner,  Carl  H.  Kramer, 
V.  F.  Underine,  A.  S.  Poole,  Louis  Walter,  Roy  O.  Brown, 
J.  R.  Doran,  Fergus  Anderson,  Dale  L.  Kerr,  Gilbert  Essex, 
and  Ross  E. Doran. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  BOY  SCOUTS  IN  OHIO 

The  Ohio  Boy  Scouts  was  first  organized  by  the  minister 
of  the  Ohio  Methodist  Church,  a  Reverend  Yumm,  in  1920. 
He  was  Scout  Master  for  three  years,  assisted  by  Robert 
Jackson.  In  that  period  of  time  the  Scout  troop  grew  to  36 
members.  After  Rev.  Yumm  left  the  community,  scouting 
went  into  a  decline.  Mr.  Jackson  passed  away  a  few  years 
later  and  no  one  assumed  the  responsibilities  of  the  Boy 
Scouts. 

In  the  1950's,  a  group  of  interested  people  reorganized 
the  Scouts.  The  Scout  Master  was  Dick  Swanson,  assisted 
by  Jack  Neis.  Much  equipment  was  purchased  and  all  paid 
for  by  the  Scout  organization  through  numerous  money 
making  projects.  Many  canoe  trips  and  campouts  were 
planned. 

In  1962,  Rick  McGraw  was  presented  the  God  and 
Country  Award  in  a  service  at  the  Catholic  Church  by  Father 
Edgar  Taylor.  He  was  the  first  Scout  to  receive  this  award 
in  Ohio.  In  1963,  Jim  Saltzman  completed  his  requirements 
and  received  his  God  and  Country  Award  in  the  Ohio  Metho- 
dist Church  from  Rev.  Wyman. 

Jim  Monier  had  taken  over  as  Scout  Master,  assisted 
by  Rick  McGraw.  They  sponsored  an  overnight  hike  and 
campout.  They  rode  to  the  Harry  Thomas  farm  east  of  Prince- 
ton where  they  spent  two  days  and  nights  then  rode  back 
to  Ohio.  Howard  Anderson,  Howard  McDonald,  Short  Dra- 
per and  Jim  Monier  furnished  the  horses  and  ponies  for 
this  ride. 

In  1964,  Richard  Reuter  tonk  over  as  Scout  Master  until 
the  summer  of  1965.  The  boys  continued  to  learn  Scout- 
ing skills  and  enjoy  camping  and  canoeing.  Richard,  moving 
from  the  community,  turned  the  Scout  Master's  duties  over 
to  Gene  Lehn,  who  was  assisted  by  Greg  Patton  and  Howard 
Kennedy.  Many  campouts,  fishing  trips,  canoe  trips,  and  a 
twenty  mile  hike  were  enjoyed  by  the  Scouts  under  the 
leadership  of  these  men.  Greg  Patton  became  Scout  Master 
after  Gene  Lehn. 

In  the  early  1970's,  Richard  Reuter  returned  as  Scout 
Master  assisted  by  Orm  Conner.  In  recent  years,  Richard 
and  Orm  have  been  alternating  as  Scout  Master.  The  lack  of 
interest  the  past  few  years  has  caused  a  decline  in  Scouting 
in  the  area. 

The  Cub  Scouts  were  organized  in  the  1950's  and  are 
still  active. 


GIRLS  4-H  CLUB 

The  girls  4-H  clubs  were  first  known  as  "Canning 
Clubs."  Mrs.  Edna  O.  Clark  of  Ofiio  -  Walnut  area  was  the 
first  of  three  club  leaders.  Leaders  worked  with  the  County 
Superintendent  of  Schools  until  1920  when  it  came  under 
supervision  of  the  Co-operative  Extension. 

In  1923.  there  were  two  clubs  in  Ohio  Township;  one  in 
Ohio  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Cora  Barkman  and  one  in 
Kasbeer.  Throughout  the  years.  Ohio  has  had  one  of  the  best 
girls  4-H  clubs  in  the  county.  The  girls  have  won  many 
honors.  Many  ladies  of  the  community  have  given  of  their 
time  and  talent  to  be  4-H  leaders.  This  year  there  is  no  girls 
4-H  club  in  Ohio. 

BUREAU  COUNTY  HOMEMAKERS 
EXTENSION  ASSOCIATION 

This  was  organized  under  the  name  of  Bureau  County 
Home  Bureau  in  1922.  and  they  retained  that  name  until 
1963.  when  it  became  Bureau  County  Homemakers  Exten- 
sion Association.  Miss  Anna  Nier  of  Cambridge,  Kansas 
was  the  first  'Home  Advisor"  from  1922  until  1925.  She  be- 
came the  wife  of  George  Sisler  and  moved  to  Ohio  in  1 928. 

Ohio  has  two  Home  Extension  Units  this  year.  The  Ohio 
Unit  meets  in  the  afternoon;  they  have  thirteen  members  and 
the  officers  are:  Janet  Grossman,  Ruth  Ediefson,  Rosalia 
Mitchell,  Kathy  Schulte,  Ella  Snodgrass,  Josie  Zueger,  and 
Jerria  Baumgartner. 


The  W.  H.  A.  T.  (What  Homemaking's  About  Today) 
Unit  meets  in  the  evening;  they  have  fourteen  members 
and  the  officers  are:  Karen  Phillips,  Jane  Forristall,  Jan 
Phillips,  Carol  Kuhnert,  Barbara  Reuter,  Nancy  Brandau, 
Sharon  Phillips  and  Kathy  Anderson. 

Their  lessons  cover  all  important  subjects  on  home- 
making  today.  They  also  help  serve  meals  at  the  4-H  Fair 
and  assist  with  the  annual  Hobby  Show  in  Princeton  each 
year. 


THECAMPFIREGIRLS 

The  Camp  Fire  Organization  in  Ohio  was  formed  in 
February  of  1972. 

The  first  grade  girls  join  in  May  as  Blue  Birds  then 
advance  to  the  Adventure  Discovery  and  Horizon  Club  which 
takes  them  through  college. 

The  past  and  present  sponsors  of  these  groups  have 
been  The  Ruth  Circle  of  the  Ohio  Methodist  Church,  the 
Ruth  Circle  of  the  First  Lutheran  Church  of  Ohio,  the  Ohio 
Council  of  Catholic  Women  and  the  Ohio  P.  T.  0. 

The  past  and  present  leaders  who  have  donated  their 
time  for  these  girls  are:  Carolyn  Reuter,  Pat  Reuter,  Carol 
Merrill,  Nancy  Brandau,  Verna  Gauf,  Mary  Farraher, 
Claudia  Ogan  and  Susan  Wolf.  There  have  been  many 
mothers  who  have  helped  the  leaders,  too. 


OHIO  FAMILIES 


Jacob  Albrecht  (1805-1878) 


JACOB  ALBRECHT  FAMILY 

Jacob  Albrecht  (1805-1878)  founder  of  the  Village  of 
Ohio,  was  born  at  Kaiserslautern,  Bavaria,  Germany,  in  a 
large  community  house  of  the  Mennonite  Church.  His  parents 
were  Christian  and  Elizabeth  Engel  Albrecht  and  they  had 
nine  children:  Barbara  (was  married  to  Joseph  loder  and  had 
three  children);  Jacob  (was  married  to  Katherine  Ackerman 
and  had  two  children);  Elizabeth  (was  married  to  Caspar 
Zierlein);  Peter,  John,  Katherine  (was  married  to  John  Hei- 
mer  and  had  a  child);  Joseph,  Magdelene  and  Christian. 
Their  government's  policy  of  requiring  all  young  men  to 
enter  military  service  was  a  problem  to  these  tvlennonites, 
who  believed  that  it  was  wrong  for  a  Christian  to  take  up 
arms  against  his  fellowman.  The  family  made  plans  to  come 
to  America  and  arrived  in  New  York  in  1836.  There  were 
twenty-three  in  the  group,  including  all  the  above  named 
people,  and  they  traveled  up  the  Hudson  River  and  the  Erie 
Canal,  across  the  Great  Lakes  to  Fort  Dearborn  (later  Chi- 
cago), and  from  there  walked  to  Hennepin  with  their  house- 
hold goods  on  an  ox  team  drawn  wagon.  In  Hennepin,  they 
were  greeted  by  their  friends,  the  Burkeys,  who  took  them 
In  until  their  own  shelter  could  be  built. 

The  family  first  settled  in  Arispie  Township  and  seven- 
teen people  lived  the  first  winter  in  a  log  cabin  of  one  room. 
Jacob  and  his  family  later  moved  north  of  Princeton  beyond 


the  covered  bridge,  where  his  first  wife  died  in  1842.  Four 
children  had  been  born  to  this  marriage:  John,  Magdalena, 
Elizabeth,  and  Barbara.  Jacob  then  married  Barbara  Rin- 
kenberger  and  thev  had  seven  children:  Jacob,  Mary,  Kath- 
erine, Christian,  Anna,  Joseph,  and  Fred. 

In  1864,  Jacob  rode  on  horseback  to  Missouri  to  see  a  Mr. 
T.  S.  Elston,  who  owned  856  acres  of  land  in  northern  Bureau 
County  and  included  the  historic  Dad  Joe  Smith  property. 
Jacob  bought  the  land  and  soon  moved  to  a  small  house 
which  stood  a  quarter-mile  west  of  the  Intersection  of  Illinois 
routes  92  and  26.  The  house  has  been  moved  and  remodeled 
since,  but  it  is  presently  occupied  by  Richard  Swanson.  Soon 
after  they  moved,  Barbara  died,  being  the  second  person 
buried  in  the  Red  Oak  Cemetery. 

When  the  C.  B.  &  Q.  Railroad  came  through,  Jacob 
contracted  to  build  part  of  the  grade  and  laid  out  a  village 
and  railway  station  on  his  farm,  both  to  be  called  "Albrecht". 
He  began  selling  lots  in  1871,  and  within  five  years'  time, 
the  population  stood  at  three  hundred.  Many  of  the  new 
settlers  had  come  from  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  it  was  their 
desire  that  the  name  be  changed  to  Ohio. 

Jacob  donated  the  land  for  the  Ohio  school,  with  the 
proviso  that  if  ever  if  was  not  needed  for  a  school,  owner- 
ship would  revert  to  him  or  his  heirs.  Jacob  was  part-owner 
of  the  American  House  Hotel  in  Princeton  and,  at  the  time 


ALBRECHT  FAMILY 


Top    row,    left   to   right:    Henry,    Millie    (Larson), 
Albert,  Sadie  (Spohn),  George. 


Bottom  row:  Mother,  Anna  (Baumgartner)  Albrecht, 
Florence  (Dunn),  Fred  A.,  Father,  Pearl  (Parsons). 


of  his  death,  he  owned  one  thousand  acres.  He  is  buried  in 
Oakland  Cemetery,  Princeton. 

Fred  A.  Albrecht  (1859-1936)  the  youngest  child  of  Jacob 
Albrecht,  was  born  northwest  of  Princeton.  He  received 
160  acres  from  his  father  in  section  5  of  Ohio  Township,  and 
his  home  was  in  the  house  presently  occupied  by  Howard 
Anderson.  He  married  Anna  Baumgartner  (1866-1945)  and 
they  had  seven  children:  Henry  C.  born  1886;  George  (1887- 
1967);  Albert  D.,  born  1889;  Amelia,  born  1891;  Sadie, 
(1893-1960);  Pearle  (1902-1970);  and  Florence,  born  1903. 

Fred  A.  Albrecht  is  best  remembered  for  beginning  a 
well  drilling  business  which  has  grown  and  has  been  con- 
tinued for  three  more  generations.  He  built  a  series  of  three 
ponds  on  his  farm  which  at  one  time  furnished  the  ice  supply 
for  Ohio. 

Henry  C.  Albrecht  was  born  in  1886.  He  lived  at  the 
family  home  northwest  of  Ohio  until  his  marriage,  except 
for  his  studies  at  North  Central  College  in  Naperville  and  at 
the  University  of  Wisconsin.  He  married  Harriet  G.  Martin 
of  Wisconsin,  in  1915.  They  lived  first  in  a  new  house  built  for 
them  north  of  his  parents'  home.  They  had  six  children: 
Robert  H.,  Paul  G.,  John  H.,  Mary  E.,  Evangeline  M.,  and 
S.  Dean.  Of  these,  all  survive  except  for  John  (born  1919)  who 
was  flight  instructor  in  the  Navy  during  World  War  II  and  was 
killed  on  a  training  flight  on  October  13,  1943. 

Henry  Albrecht  continued  farming,  and  under  his 
leadership,  the  well  business  grpw.  He  continued  operation 
of  the  ice  ponds  and  cutting  ice  for  the  village,  until  he 
moved  in  1938  to  a  farm  three  miles  southwest  of  Ohio. 
There,  he  continued  drilling  wells,  farming,  and  building 
a  herd  of  registered  Holstein  milk  cows.  Now,  ninety  years  of 
age,  he  has  concentrated  in  recent  years  on  his  orchard  and 
garden.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Red  Oak  Church  all 
his  life.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masons  and  the  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star.  As  well  as  their  own  children,  Henry  and 
Harriet  have  cared  for  a  number  of  foster  children,  including 
one  with  whom  ties  remain  close,  Freda  Mullens  Martin,  of 
Decatur,  Alabama.  Henry  and  Harriet's  five  living  children 
are: 

(1)  Robert  H.,  (born  1916)  of  Harvey,  III.,  is  a  graduate 
of  North  Central  College  in  Naperville.  He  is  employed  at 
Sherwin-Williams  in  Chicago,  and  is  a  board  member  of 
Illinois  Church  Council  on  Alcohol  Problems.  He  married 
Emma  Pavlec  of  Chicago;  they  have  three  children:  Pris- 
cilla  (Mrs.  Frank)  Taylor,  Edith,  and  John.  (2)  Paul  G., 
(born  1918),  is  a  graduate  of  University  of  Illinois  and  is 
married  to  Geneve  Long  of  Camargo,  III.,  and  live  on  a  farm 
near  Walnut.  Paul  is  a  member  of  the  Red  Oak  Church,  and 


a  director  of  Kasbeer  Farmers'  Elevator.  They  have  one 
child,  Jeannie  (Mrs.  Richard)  Griffith,  Walnut,  and  three 
grandchildren,  Michael,  Paul,  and  Judy.  (3)  Mary  E.  (Trae- 
ger)  Skelton,  (born  1921),  is  an  R.  N.  She  and  her  first  hus- 
band, Ernest  Traeger  (died  1962)  a  widower  (with  a  daugh- 
ter, Carolyn)  had  four  children:  Louise  (deceased),  the  Rev. 
Ernest  Rex  Traeger,  Nina  (Mrs.  Jerry)  Gortmacher  and 
Bruce.  Mary  and  her  second  husband,  Bert  Skelton,  had  two 
children:  Heather  and  Samuel.  The  family  lives  in  Peru. 
(4)  Evangeline  M.,  (born  1923)  married  Marvin  B.  Guither 
of  Walnut.  They  live  on  a  farm  near  Red  Oak  and  have  six 
children:  James  P.  (adopted),  Kendall  R.,  Bonita  (Mrs.  Gary) 
Gonigam,  David  L.,  Melanie  A.,  and  Harry  D.  (5)  Samuel 
Dean,  (born  1928)  is  a  graduate  of  University  of  Illinois, 
and  served  in  the  U.  S.  Army  where  he  worked  on  Rocket 
Design.  He  married  Ann  Parker  of  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania 
in  1952,  and  returned  to  the  farm  home  in  1953,  where  he 
farms  and  is  in  the  well  drilling  business.  He  has  served 
many  offices  at  the  Red  Oak  Church,  where  he  is  a  member 
He  is  a  member  and  past  president  of  the  Kasbeer  School 
Board,  and  is  presently  on  the  certification  board  for  the 
Illinois  water  well  contractors  licensing.  They  are  the  parents 
of  four  children:  Martha  J.  (born  1954),  a  graduate  of  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois,  is  married  to  Dale  Luckey.  Harold  D. 
(born  1955)  is  a  student  at  University  of  Illinois.  Robert 
W.,  (born  1959)  and  Lucille  A.  (born  1965)  are  at  home. 


JOHN  P.  BURNHAM 
John  P.  Burnham  (1838-1912)  son  of  Stephen  and 
Hester  Ann  (Colter)  Burnham,  was  raised  near  Dover.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-four,  he  enlisted  in  the  Illinois  Infantry 
during  the  Civil  War.  After  the  war,  he  returned  home  and 
learned  the  carpenter  trade.  Later,  he  had  a  furniture  store 
and  was  a  funeral  director  in  Ohio.  In  1867,  he  was  married 
to  Mary  Malinda  Martin.  Four  children  were  born:  Hattie, 
Jessie,  Leora,  and  Oscar.  John  P.  Burnham  is  Leigh  Smith's 
grandfather. 

FRANKQUINN  FAMILY 
Frank  Quinn  of  Van  Orin  and  Charlotte  Crannell,  daugh- 
ter of  Patrick  and  Ann  Doran  Crannell,  were  married  in  1915 
in  Ohio.  They  farmed  on  the  Quinn  homestead  near  Van 
Orin  and  retired  to  Ohio  in  1921 .  He  served  as  Mayor  of  Ohio 
for  several  years  and  was  President  of  the  Van  Orin  Bank. 
Mr.  Quinn  died  in  1935  and  Mrs.  Quinn  died  in  1937.  One 
daughter,  Mrs.  Francis  (Mary  Alicej  R/an,  was  born  to  this 
union.  There  are  4  grandchildren  and  4  great-grandchildren. 


Conrad    and    daughter,    Elizabeth 


PETER  J.  CONRAD 

Peter  J.  Conrad  (1854-1913)  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Bingen  on  the  Rhine,  Germany.  At  the  age  of  11,  he  came  to 
Ohio  with  his  widowed  mother  and  other  members  of  her 
family.  His  early  education  in  Germany  was  continued  in 
the  Bureau  County  schools.  He  entered  into  the  mercantile 
business  at  a  very  early  age  as  a  salesman  in  a  store  in 
Amboy.  At  seventeen  years  of  age,  he  entered  into  a  partner- 
ship with  his  brother,  Fred,  and  they  conducted  a  series 
of  retail  stores  in  Ohio,  under  the  same  name  of  Conrad 
Brothers.  Fred  died  in  1893,  but  Peter  continued  to  conduct 
the  business  using  the  name  of  Conrad  Brothers. 

In  1897,  Peter  J.  Conrad  married  Miss  Ella  V.  Young, 
daughter  of  Michael  and  Elizabeth  (Bettendorf)  Young.  One 
child,  Elizabeth  Marie,  was  born  to  this  union. 

Those  who  knew  Mr.  Conrad,  and  his  active  interest 
in  the  community,  credit  him  with  an  important  part  in  the 
development  of  the  Village  of  Ohio.  The  several  depart- 
ments of  his  merchandising  establishment  served  well  to 
provide  Ohio  and  the  surrounding  territory  with  practically 
every  item  needed  for  all  the  necessities  of  life  and  for  the 
farming  business.  His  very  sincere  concern  for  others  pro- 
mpted him  to  generously  extend  credit  and  aid  to  farming 
neighbors  and  friends.  His  interest  and  activities  extended 
to  farming  as  co-operator  and  owner.  He  was  president 
of  the  bank  in  Ohio  and  his  interest  in  the  community  affairs 
was  as  intense  as  his  interest  in  his  own  business. 

The  principal  of  the  high  school  in  1914  and  the  two 
school  years  following  was  Edward  I.  DeBolt  who  married 
Elizabeth  Marie  Conrad.  The  BeBolts  reside  at  Villa  Park 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Edward  Conrad 
DeBolt  and  Sarah  Ellen.  Sarah  married  Franklin  Richards 
(deceased)  and  they  moved  to  Ohio  in  1948;  Sarah  now  lives 
in  Dixon.  Their  three  children  are:  (1)  Betty  (born  1942) 
married  Gail  Peterson  of  Princeton  and  they  have  two  child- 
ren; Kim,  (born  1962);  and  Dennis  (born  1965);  (2)  Frances 
(born  1946))  married  Jim  Carey  of  Ohio  and  they  have  two 
children:  Heather  (born  1969)  and  Michael  (born  1974); 
(3)  Frank  James  (born  1950)  married  Peggy  Reuter  and  they 
live  in  Grand  Detour. 

O.  L.  STEVENSON  FAMILY  IN  OHIO 
Levi  Stevenson  and  his  wife  came  to  Ohio  about  1870. 
Family  home:  302  W.  Railroad  St.  Five  children:  Albert, 
Charles,  Ora,  Eslie,  and  Myrtle.  Their  mother  died  at  an 
early  age.  The  first  barber  in  Ohio,  Mr.  Stevenson  moved  into 
a  shop  on  the  east  side  of  Main  Street  adjacent  to  the  drug 
store,  in  1893.  This  was  to  remain  the  Stevenson  Barber  Shop 
for  69  years. 

When  adults,  Albert  and  Myrtle  moved  West.  Charles 
"Kid"  operated  the  billiards  hall  on  Main  Street  for  years, 
later  moving  to  Princeton.  Eslie  "Crackers"  married  Ohioan, 
Ethel  Erickson.  He  was  a  barber  in  the  family  shop  for  years, 
and  then  in  neighboring  communities.  All  are  deceased. 

Ora  L.  "Chub"  (1877-1963)  operated  the  family  barber 
shop  all  his  life.  He  started  as  a  "lather  boy"  in  1892,  pre- 


paring the  customers  for  shaving  by  lathering  their  beards 
with  soap  suds  from  the  customer's  private  shaving  mug. 
The  price  of  a  hair  cut  in  the  Stevenson  Barber  Shop  was 
increased  after  World  War  1 1  from  50  cents  to  65  cents,  where 
it  remained  until  his  retirement  in  1961.  Although  a  severe 
asthmatic,  he  never  missed  a  day's  work  until  very  ad- 
vanced in  age,  and  shop  hours  were  seven  days  a  week.  In 
1920,  he  married  a  widow,  Maria  Louise  Rhiem  McDonald, 
with  two  daughters,  Leoa  and  Edwardine  (see  McDonald 
Family).  The  wife,  "Lou"  (1881-1970),  a  devout  Catholic, 
was  sacristan  for  the  Immaculate  Conception  Church  for 
many  years.  They  owned  their  home  at  107  E.  Jackson  St. 
Before  his  retirement  at  84  years,  "Chub"  was  cutting  his 
great-grandsons'  hair. 

JOHN  J  MC  DONALD  FAMILY  IN  OHIO 
In  1876,  John  J.  McDonald  (1847-1884)  came  from 
Arlington,  Illinois,  \o  claim  Sarah  Doran  (1847-1918)  as  his 
bride.  Sarah  was  the  daughter  of  the  James  Doran 's  who 
settled  in  Ohio  in  1862  (see  Doran  Family).  The  McDonald 
family  home  was  at  310  W.  Church  Street.  Their  children 
were,  three  sons:  Edward,  Leo,  and  George. 

Edward  (1877-1909).  a  railroad  man,  married  Maria 
Louise  Rhiem  (see  O.  L.  Stevenson  Family)  of  West  Chi- 
cago; two  daughters,  Leoa  (1907-1976),  the  late  Mrs.  Frank 
Giblin  of  Des  Plaines,  and  Marion  Edwardine  "Ned"  (1909- 
1968),  the  late  Mrs.  Howard  McDonald,  (see  Howard 
McDonald  Family).  The  young  family  lived  in  Chicago.  Mr. 
McDonald  lost  his  arm  in  an  accident  on  the  railroad,  but 
lived  many  months  before  his  death  in  Nov.,  1909.  In  1910, 
the  widow  and  daughters  came  to  Ohio  to  live,  on  W.  Railroad 
Street,  where  she  made  the  living  as  a  cook  at  the  restaurant, 
and  a  seamstress.  Leo  (1880-1907)  died  unmarried.  George 
(1882-1918),  also  a  railroad  man,  married  Mary  Weiss,  in 
Montana  (now  Mrs.  George  Smith  of  Sheboygen,  Wis.); 
two  children,  deceased. 

HOWARD  MCDONALD'S  FAMILY 

The  McDonald  ancestors  are  thought  native  of  Scot- 
land's Isle  of  Skye  and  first  settled  in  North  Carolina.  In 
Pennsylvania,  David  McDonald  married  the  widow  of  his 
cousin,  Benjamon  Raynor.  Lester  McDonald  (1851-1898)  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  and  brought  to  the  North  Prairie  area, 
after  his  father's  death,  by  his  mother,  Mary  Lane  Raynor 
McDonald.  They  resided  with  Mrs.  McDonald's  daughter, 
Lester's  step-sister,  Phoebe  Raynor  Corey  and  her  family. 
Lester  had  one  sister,  Rachel. 

Lester  married  Rachel  Clark  (1853-1930),  the  daughter 
of  John  Todd  and  Sarah  Jane  (Mercer)  Clark,  of  north  of 
Van  Orin.  The  McDonald  couple  settled  near  the  present 
North  Prairie  Cemetery,  on  land  farmed  today  by  James 
Monier.  Seven  children  were  born:  George,  David,  Alice, 
Frank,  Mable,  Lester,  Leonard.  Frank  remained  in  the  Ohio 
area. 

Frank  McDonald  (1877-1964)  married  Delsena  McCray 
(1874-1971).  "Del",  born  southeast  of  Van  Orin  to  Joseph 
and  Hannah  (Baird)  McCray,  was  already  the  third  genera- 
tion of  her  family  born  in  America!  She  taught  in  several 
of  the  areas'  schools  before  marrying  Frank  in  1901.  They 
farmed  northeast  of  Ohio  on  the  current  Doris  Bohm  farm, 
and  then  south  of  town  on  Clella  Johnson  farm  where  their 
home  was  totally  destroyed  by  fire  in  1924,  and  rebuilt. 
Six  children:  Gladys,  Howard,  Glen,  Grace,  Paul  and_Cficil 

Gladys,  who  taught  in  area  scnools,  widow  of  Howard 
Feik,  lives  in  La  Moille,  one  daughter,  two  grandchildren. 

Glen  (1906-1975).  widow,  June  Bousxein  McDonald, 
Princeton,  seven  children,  twelve  grandchildren. 

Grace  (1909-1944)  married  Tom  Robbins,  four  children, 
fourteen  grandchildren. 

Paul  married  Jeanette  Spence  (deceased);  three 
children,  three  grandchildren.  Presently  lives  rural  Prince- 
ton with  wife,  the  former  Betty  Cork  Champley. 

Cecil  (1915-1929)  died  in  youth. 

Howard,  a  road  builder-fertilizer  dealer-farmer  has 
lived  all  his  life  in  Ohio.   He  has  been  road  commissioner 


for  Ohio  Township  for  34  years.  He  married  Ohio  beauti- 
cian, Marion  Edwardine  "Ned"  McDonald  (1909-1968). 
(see  John  J.  McDonald  Family).  Children:  Louise  and  David, 
eight  grandchildren.  They  built  their  home  at  209  S.  Main 
Street  in  1963.  In  1970,  Howard  married  Grace  Conner 
Gorman,  (see  Conner  and  Gorman  Families).  Louise  (RN) 
married  Kay  F.  Gorman  (see  Gorman  Family).  David  married 
Patricia  Schultz  (see  Orville  Schultz  Family).  David  con- 
tinues in  the  family  businesses.  They  built  their  home  at 
307  E.  Jacl^son  in  1965.  Children;  Mark,  Bill,  Joe  and 
Maureen. 

THE  GORMAN  FAMILY  IN  OHIO 
One  woman  brought  the  Gorman  family  to  Ohio  in  1870. 
Margaret  Pyne  (1819-1894)  and  William  Gorman  (1814- 
1868)  were  born  and  married  in  Tipperary,  Ireland.  In  1851, 
they  came  to  America.  One  son,  Richard,  was  born  in  transit, 
Two  more  sons  were  born  after  the  family  settled  in  La  Salle 
County,  Dennis  and  William.  After  the  father  died  in  La 
Salle  County  in  1868,  widow  brought  three  sons  and  settled 
one  mile  north  of  Lee  County  line  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Downey  Road,  to  be  near  her  own  family.  Charles  Gonlgam 
lives  on  the  land  today. 

RICHARD  GORMAN  FAMILY 

Richard  Gorman  (1852-1909)  married  Mary  O'Neill 
(died  1932).  She  was  the  eldest  of  nine  children  of  John  and 
Mary  Flynn  O'Neill.  The  O'Neill  farm  was  located  three 
miles  north  of  Ohio  -  the  Clair  Parsons  farm  today. 

Mary  Gorman's  mother,  Mary  Flynn,  had  come  to 
Ohio  with  her  parents  John  and  Bridget  Flynn  (originally 
from  Ireland)  in  1854.  The  Flynn  homestead  was  four  miles 
northwest  of  Ohio,  where  the  Don  Spohn's  currently  live. 

Richard  Gorman  was  the  first  railroad  section  foreman 
when  the  railroad  went  through  Kasbeer,  later  transferred 
to  Ohio.  Built  house  at  321  E.  Jackson  Street  in  1907.  Parents 
to  six  children:  Margaret,  William,  Ellen  ("Ella"),  John, 
Mary,  Elizabeth,  (Mahar).  Only  Miss  Ella  Gorman  survives. 

Margaret  married  Fred  Albrecht;  lived  all  their  lives 
In  the  community.  Three  children:  Catherine  Albrecht 
Freeburg,  now  Mrs.  Geo.  Schmidt,  Phoenix,  Arizona;  one 
son;  Lucille  Albrecht  Reid,  Downers  Grove,  four  children; 
and  Richard  Albrecht  (married  Barbara  Bailey),  Naperville, 
two  childlren.  There  are  five  great-grandchildren. 

Miss  Ella  Gorman  worked  29  years  for  the  telephone 
companies  in  Ohio  until  they  went  dial  in  1941.  A  devout 
Catholic,  Ella  was  active  in  the  CDA  and  Sodality  of  the 
Immaculate  Conception  Church.  In  1974,  she  went  to  live 
with  a  niece  in  Phoenix,  Arizona. 

Dennis  Gorman  (1859-1877),  the  second  son,  died 
unmarried. 

WILLIAM  GORMAN  FAMILY 

William  Gorman  (1861-1931)  married  Anne  Josephine 
O'Hare  (1869-1922).  "Annie"  was  the  daughter  of  Patrick 
J.  (who  migrated  from  Ireland  to  Maytown  in  1850)  and 
Bridget  (Hanrahan)  O'Hare.  Eleven  children;  William, 
Grace,  Leo,  Mary,  Vincent,  Helen,  Raymond,  Ethel,  Harold, 
Stephen,  and  Regina.  Leo  died  at  sixteen,  Mary  and  Regina 
in  infancy. 

William  (1891-1936)  married  Elinor  Anderson  (now  Mrs. 
Charles  Johnston),  (see  Olaf  Anderson  Family);  one  daugh- 
ter, Grayce  (Mrs.  Dick  Walter);  both  residing  at  206  E. 
Jackson  Street. 

Grace  (RN  (1893-1924)  married  Arthur  Anderson,  (see 
Olaf  Anderson  Family);  survived  by  a  daughter.  Orva  (Mrs. 
Leonard  Carlson),  106  West  Street. 

Vincent  (1897-1968)  married  Pearl  Heitz.  They  lived 
and  farmed  all  married  life  in  community.  Mrs.  Pearl  Gorman 
lives  at  108  E.  Long  Street,  where  they  originally  set  up 
housekeeping  55  years  ago.  Three  children:  Leo,  of  Princeton, 
Ann,  and  Kay  F.,  nine  grandchildren,  one  great-grandchild 
(who  is  the  sixth  generation  of  this  family  to  live  in  Ohio). 
Ann  (RN)  married  Robert  Kerr,  (see  Kerr  Family). 

Kay      F.       Gorman       (carpenter-builder-draftsman-de- 


signer) married  Louise  McDonald  (RN);  (see  McDonald 
Family).  They  have  operated  the  school  busses  for  Ohio 
schools  Tor  23  years.  Built  home  at  103  N.  Pleasant  in  1961. 
Four  children:  Mary  Colleen  (BS-RN,  1977  grad.,  Mary- 
crest  College),  John  (student,  St.  Ambrose  College),  Ellen, 
and  Tim.  These  children  are  fifth  generation  Ohioans  through 
the  Gorman  family  and  fifth  and  sixth  generation  Ohioans 
through  their  mother's  families. 

Helen  (RN)  married  Phillip  Dome  (deceased);  lives  in 
Spokane,  Washington  since  1931 . 

Raymond  (1903-1968)  married  Helen  McCormick 
(daughter  of  Matthew  and  Hannah  McCormick),  of  109  E. 
Jackson  Street.  They  built  their  home  at  305  W.  Green 
River  Road,  now  owned  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  Town- 
send.  One  son:  Richard  Gorman,  of  Ladd,  four  grandchildren. 
Mrs.  Helen  Gorman  (RN)  retired  In  1975  after  more  than 
fifty  years  nursing. 

Ethel  (RN),  widow  of  Hans  Fiedler,  Spokane,  Washing- 
ton, seven  children,  22  grandchildren. 

Harold  "Harry"  (1909-1967)  married  Grace  Conner 
(now  Mrs.  Howard  McDonald,  see  Conner  and  McDonald 
Families),  two  sons,  Joe  of  Villa  Park,  Dennis  of  De  Kalb, 
three  granddaughters. 

Stephen  F.  "Gus"  married  Maude  Freda  Swain  (see 
Swain  Family),  one  daughter:  Mrs.  R.  C.  (Michele  Ann) 
Robbins,  Dixon,  two  grandchildren.  He  owned  and  operated 
Outside  Inn  for  20  years.  In  1954,  he  co-founded  Safargo 
Co.,  manufacturing  remote  water  reading  dials  (this  Ohio 
product  has  been  sold  in  all  50  states).  The  Gorman  home  is 
the  second  oldest  permanent  residence  in  the  community, 
built  in  1852.  William  Gorman,  Stephen's  father,  purchased 
it  in  1922  from  Thomas  Burke;  it  has  been  occupied  by 
members  of  the  Gorman  family  since  that  time,  and  by  the 
Stephen  Germans  since  1942.  Mr.  Gorman  is  a  member 
of  the  Immaculate  Conception  Church;  was  an  active  member 
of  the  Ohio  Volunteer  Fire  Department  for  over  40  years; 
managed  and  coached  Little  League  and  young  adult  basket- 
ball and  baseball  teams  for  many  years  (both  a  baseball  and 
basketball  championship  title  were  secured).  Although 
retired,  Stephen  Gorman  continues  to  oversee  his  business, 
farming  and  family  interests. 

JOHN  HARDERSEN 
John  Hardersen  born  1877  in  Germany  settled  in  Ohio. 
His  exact  relationship  to  other  Hardersens  not  known.  John 
formed  a  partnership  with  Michael  Clasen  and  they  ran  a 
general  store  in  Ohio  "Clasen  &  Hardersen  Dry  Goods". 

ALBERTO.  ERICKSON  FAMILY 
Albert  O.  Erickson  lived  in  and  near  Ohio  for  almost 
fifty  years.  He  came  to  the  community  with  his  family,  the 
Andres  Ericksons,  at  an  early  age  from  Kewanee,  III.  In 
Ohio,  Albert  worked,  married,  and  raised  his  family.  He 
worked  as  a  young  man  for  the  Sisler  Bros.,  later  becoming 
Buttermaker  for  the  Sisler  Enterprises.  In  1931,  he  married 
Hirrel  V.  Young  of  Bureau  Township.  She  had  taught  in  the 
Ohio  Grade  School  since  1927.  The  couple  resided  at  the 
Kerchner  property  on  Main  Street  for  two  years,  then  bought 
the  40  acres  belonging  to  Roy  Dewey  on  route  92,  and  lived 
there  for  thirteen  years.  After  selling  this  farm,  Albert  rented 
the  Albert  loder  farm  for  two  years,  then  bought  land  near 
Franklin  Grove. 

The  family  were  always  interested  in  community  affairs, 
and  were  active  members  of  the  Ohio  Methodist  Church. 
Albert  was  a  loyal  and  dedicated  member  of  the  local  Masonic 
Lodge,  giving  among  other  services,  the  service  of  installing 
officer  in  home  town  and  surrounding  towns  for  thirty  years. 

The  family  have  lived  in  and  around  Dixon  since  1948. 
Albert  was  interested  and  involved  in  Real  Estate  after 
retiring  from  farming.  He  died  in  1972  at  the  age  of  73.  The 
Albert  Erickson 's  had  two  daughters.  Joyce  married  Gerald 
Miller,  is  a  well-known  artist,  and  have  three  daughters. 
Diane  married  Rex  Musselman  of  Nortli  Platte,  Neb.,  has  a 
daughter  and  three  sons.  Mrs.  Albct  Erickson  lives  at 
Franklin  Grove,  III. 
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Axel  and  Ida  Gusfarson 
GUSTAFSON  FAMILY 

Axel  S.  Magnuson  (1885-1948)  was  born  In  Mojiby 
Sweden,  son  of  Gustaf  and  Anna  (Swensen)  Magnuson.  In 
1903,  he  came  to  America.  As  was  the  custom,  they  would 
change  their  last  names  by  taking  their  father's  first  name 
and  adding  "son"  to  the  end.  His  American  name  was  Axel 
Gustafson.  Axel  traveled  to  Chicago  to  his  sister.  He  learned 
that  his  brother,  Carl,  who  had  come  to  America  in  1902,  had 
found  employment  and  a  home  with  Sam  Baumgartner  on 
a  farm  in  Walnut,  Illinois.  Having  been  raised  on  a  farm,  he 
decided  to  visit  his  brother.  While  in  the  Walnut  and  Ohio 
area,  he  was  employed  as  a  farm  hand  by  the  Ben  Albrecht 
and  Homer  Parsons  families. 

In  1904,  Ida  Sanders  Johansson  (1882-1961),  daughter  of 
August  and  Hilda  Johansson  of  Ostogoland,  Sweden,  and  a 
sister  came  to  America  to  another  sister's  home  in  Media- 
polls,  Iowa.  Having  known  the  Magnuson  family  in  Sweden, 
Ida  visited  their  daughter  in  Chicago,  where  she  found  em- 
ployment at  a  hospital  and  later  as  a  governess.  Ida  spent 
weekends  in  Ohio  visiting  the  Albrecht  and  Parsons  families. 
In  1911 ,  Axel  and  Ida  were  married  at  Mediapolis,  Iowa. 

They  were  the  parents  of  six  children:  Gladys,  married 
Cecil  Steele,  La  Moille,  4  children;  Helen  married  Roger 
Piper,  Princeton,  3  children;  Violet  married  Paul  VanCleave, 
Princeton:  Leia  married  Harold  Etheridge,  Ohio,  five  child- 
ren; Axel  Gustafson,  Jr.  married  Genivieve  Sample,  Prince- 
ton, 2 children;  and  Wilbur  married  Mona  Gilbert,  Princeton, 
three  children. 

After  farming  in  the  Ohio  area  for  33  years,  the  Gus- 
tafsons  moved  to  the  Princeton  area  where  they  eventually 
retired. 

Only  LeIa  still  resides  In  Ohio.  She  and  her  husband, 
Harry,  are  the  parents  of  five  children:  David,  married 
Yvonne  Tornow,  five  children,  (see  Etheridge);  Carol  married 
Donald  Townsend  (see  Etheridge),  son  of  Howard  and 
Lucille  Hoffman  Townsend,  three  children;  Daniel  married 
Donna  Blackburn,  two  children,  reside  in  Amboy;  Dennis 
Joseph  married  Sue  Anderson  (see  loder)  three  children, 
Glendale  Heights;  and  Michael,  Kenosha,  Wisconsin, 
Medical  Technologist. 

Since  1938,  Harrv  has  owned  and  operated  Coky's 
Tavern,  now  commonly  called  "Harry's  Tap"  or  the  "Medi- 
care Center."  Homebaked  ham  sandwiches  are  his  speciality 
plus  "words  of  wisdom"  which  are  free. 

CLARK 
Nell  Antle  (1893)  of  Columbia,  Kentucky,  and  William 
Clark  (1892-1964)  of  Walnut,  Illinois  were  married  and 
settled  on  a  farm  south  of  Ohio  where  they  lived  for  thirty- 
eight  years.  Nell  and  Bill  are  remembered  for  their  "garden 
without  weeds"  that  they  so  fondly  tended  each  year.  When 
not  cooking  specialities  at  her  cookstove,  Nell  spent  her  time 
sewing  and  building  furniture  and  toys.  The  Clarks  were  the 
parents  of  Anna  Louise  "Sally"  (1918)  and  William  Joseph. 
In  1956,  the  Clarks  retired  in  Walnut.  Nell  is  a  resident  of 
Prairie  View  Home  in  Princeton. 


William  Joseph  married  Dorothy  Bramer  of  Ohio,  and 
resides  in  Deer  Grove,  and  has  one  son 

"Sally"  married  Harold  Tornow  of  Walnut  and  in  1947 
settled  on  a  farm  south  of  Ohio.  For  many  years  the  farm  was 
known  for  herds  of  Ayrshire  dairy  cattle.  Sally's  hobby  was 
decorating  cakes.  In  1975,  they  moved  to  a  farm  south  of 
Walnut.  Their  two  children  Yvonne  (1939)  (Mrs.  David 
Etheridge);  and  James  (1941)  married  Joann  Byczynski  and  I 
reside  in  Ohio  Township.  The  Etheridges  have  five  children, 
the  Jim  Tornows  are  the  parents  of  Denise,  Diane  and  Brad- 
ley (deceased). 

ETHERIDGE 

L.  D.  Etheridge  (1891-1963),  son  of  James  and  Hettie 
Kepler  Etheridge,  was  born  in  Nebraska  where  his  parents 
had  journeyed  to  homestead.  L.  D.  was  named  after  a  judge 
in  that  part  of  the  country.  After  seven  years  of  no  crops  due 
to  drought,  the  family  returned  to  Dover,  Illinois.  In  1911, 
he  married  Elizabeth  McCormick  (1894)  of  Ohio,  daughter  of 
Matthew  and  Hannah  Todd  McCormick.  They  eventually 
settled  in  Ohio  where  L.  D.  farmed  for  Tony  Walters  for 
twenty-two  years. 

To  this  union  were  born:  Joseph  "Coky"  (1912-1962) 
married  Jane  Dudek  of  Ladd,  three  children,  Sylvester 
"Spud"  (1914)  married  Gladys  Johnson  of  Tampico,  now  of 
Tampico,  three  children;  Ronald  (1920)  married  Phyllis 
Dunbar  of  La  Moille,  now  of  East  Peoria,  one  child.  Two 
children,  Helen  and  Harold  still  live  in  Ohio. 

Helen  (1924)  married  Paul  Cooney  of  Tampico.  They 
are  the  parents  of  four  children:  Paula  of  Omaha,  Nebraska; 
Patrick  of  Ohio;  Carmel  of  Quincy,  Illinois;  and  Joseph 
(deceased). 

Harry  (1915)  married  LeIa  Gustafson  and  had  five 
children  isee  Gustafson):  David,  Mrs.  Donald  (Carol)  Town- 
send,  Daniel,  Dennis  and  Michael.  Two  children  reside 
in  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  (Carol)  Townsend  are  the 
parents  of  Jeffrey,  Kelly  and  Caron.  They  live  on  a  farm 
southwest  of  Ohio  (formerly  owned  by  his  grandfather). 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  (Yvonne)  Etheridge  '"ee  Clark)  are  the 
parents  of  David  Scott,  Jill,  Steven,  Jennifer  and  Todd. 
In  1965,  they  purchased  their  home  built  by  Samuel  Milliken 
in  approximately  1893. 

THEMC  CABE  FAMILY 
The  John  McCabe  family,  John,  his  wife,  Bette,  and  their 
daughters,  Catherine  and  Linda  moved  to  Ohio  in  1967  from 
Lee  County.  Mr.  McCabe  has  been  an  employee  of  Jones  and 
Laughlin  Steel  Corporation  since  shortly  after  the  mill  opened 
in  Hennepin.  Catherine  married  Russell  Darrah  of  Dover  and 
they  and  their  little  daughter.  Amy,  are  residents  of  Ohio. 
Linda  is  attending  college  in  Springfield,  III.,  as  a  student 
of  Respiratory  Therapy. 

RAYMONDC.  HOFFMAN 
Raymond  C.  Hoffman  came  to  Bureau  County  in  the 
1930's  from  Pana,  III.;  he  was  one  of  nine  children.  He 
worked  on  a  farm  near  Tiskilwa  and  in  1938  went  to  South 
America  with  the  United  States  Army  Engineers  building 
airbases  on  the  coast  of  Brazil.  He  returned  to  U.  S.  and 
farmed  on  Wallace  Monier  farm  southeast  of  Ohio.  In  1945, 
he  married  llene  Brian,  teacher  in  Ohio  Grade  School.  The 
Hoffmans  purchased  the  home  built  by  Henry  Albrecht 's 
northwest  of  Ohio.  Ray  established  a  new  heavy  equipment 
business  of  land  clearing  and  farm  conservation.  Later,  the 
business  grew  to  include  gravel  and  road  construction  work. 
The  Hoffmans  own  the  Cap  Friel  farm  in  East  Grove 
Township.  This  served  as  a  pit  and  washing  plant  for  several 
years.  In  1950,  the  Hoffmans  adopted  a  son,  Douglas  Ray, 
who  now  resides  at  the  family  home  near  Ohio.  Douglas 
served  in  the  Air  Force  and  married  Janice  Hamm  of  Tucson, 
Arizona.  They  have  two  sons,  Craig  Michael  and  Kevin 
William.  Janice  operates  a  beauty  shop  in  their  home. 
Raymond  Hoffman  died  in  1965.  llene  returned  to  teaching 
at  Ohio  Grade  School  in  1966  and  retired  in  1976,  when  she 
married  Verne  Schroeder  of  Hebron  where  they  now  reside. 


MOSES  SCALLAN 

Moses  Scallan  (1821-1896)  was  born  in  County  Wexford, 
Ireland.  He  migrated  from  Liverpool,  England,  in  1847,  and 
he  located  in  Lee  County,  near  Dixon,  where  his  brother, 
Andrew  resided.  He  became  a  naturalized  citizen  September 
22,  1852.  He  was  married  in  1853  at  Le  Salle,  to  Susan  Loy 
(1823-1905)  who  was  born  in  County  Armagh,  Ireland  and 
migrated  to  the  United  States  in  1850.  They  resided  on  a 
farm  near  Dixon  following  their  marriage.  In  1854,  Mr. 
Scallan  purchased  80  acres  of  land  in  the  eastern  part  of  Ohio 
Township  and  moved  to  this  farm  in  1855  and  later  purchased 
40  more  acres  in  Ohio  Township  and  70  acres  in  La  Moille 
Township. 

Moses  and  Susan  Scallan  were  the  parents  of  five  child- 
ren: John  (1856-1934);  Thomas  (1859-1921);  Catherine 
(1863-1900)  married  Lawrence  Walter;  Ellen  (1866-1903) 
married  Simon  Walter;  Mary  A.  (1868-1942)  married  Thomas 
F.  Faley  (see  Thomas  Faley). 


John  Scallan 

JOHN  SCALLAN 
John  Scallan  (1856-1934)  grew  up  and  spent  his  entire 
life  on  the  homestead  farm  of  his  parents,  Moses  and  Susan 
Loy  Scallan.  He  married  Elizabeth  Quest  (died  1948),  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Catherine  Martin  Quest,  in  1895.  They  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children:  Raymond  M.  (died  1974), 
married  Alice  Waddell  of  Mendota;  Leo,  Florence,  and 
Catherine,  all  reside  at  the  Scallan  homestead;  Edward 
Francis,  died  in  infancy;  Charlotte  married  Russell  Campbell 
and  lives  at  Prestbury,  Aurora;  Charles  married  Margaret 
Builfoyle,  and  th£7  reside  in  Rochelle  and  are  the  parents  of 
five  children:  Jean,  Susan  (DuBose),  John,  Kevin,  and 
Nancy. 

THOMAS  SCALLAN 
Thomas  Scallan  (1859-1921)  was  born  to  Moses  Scallan 
and  Susan  Loy  Scallan.  In  1889,  he  married  Julie  Johnson 
(1868-1933)  at  Ohio.  They  lived  on  a  farm  east  of  Ohio  until 
shortly  after  his  death.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children: 
(1)  Paul  (1890-1905);  (2)  Ruth,  (born  1892),  is  the  wife  of 
John  Minnick  and  they  are  the  parents  of  Mary  (Mousolf), 
Chicago;  Tom  of  Davenport,  Iowa;  Bernard  of  Libertyville; 
Francis  of  Mendota;  Donald  of  Sublette;  Walter  of  Dallas, 
Texas;  Lucille  (Mrs.  George  King),  Mendota;  Robert  of  Ohio; 
and  John  H.  of  La  Moille.  (3)  Margaret,  (born  1901),  is  the 
wife  of  John  R.  Cass  (see  John  R.  Cass  History).  (4)  Frances, 


(born  1903,  is  the  wife  of  Herbert  Quilter  (see  Herb  Quilter 
History);  (5)  Ursula,  (born  1906),  is  the  wife  of  Frank  R. 
Glover  of  Ohio. 

JOHN  CASS 
John  Cass,  (1893-1975),  son  of  Minerva  Williams  Cass 
and  Lincoln  Cass,  was  born  in  La  Moille  Township  south  of 
Van  Orin.  He  was  the  eldest  of  six  children,  four  brothers 
and  one  sister.  He  married  Margaret  Scallan,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Julie  Johnson  Scallan,  in  1922.  They  farmed  in 
the  Ohio  area  where  he  was  assessor  of  East  Grove  Township 
for  12  years.  They  retired  to  W.  Jackson  Street,  Ohio,  in 
1965.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  (1 )  Mary  Louise 
(Mrs.  John  Kessler)  Skokie,  whose  sons  are  Fred,  Jeffrey, 
and  Randy  (deceased),  and  whose  grandsons  are  John, 
Fred,  and  Joe  (all  sons  of  Fred).  (2)  Betty  Ann  (Mrs.  Ronald 
Anderson),  lives  in  Naperville,  whose  children  are  Tom, 
Bill,  Nancy  (Harkins),  Mary,  Marilyn,  and  Bob,  and  whose 
grandson  is  Chris  Harkins  (son  of  Nancy).  (3)  Hugh  D. 
married  Margaret  Allen  (see  Hugh  Cass  History). 

HUGH  D.CASS 
Hugh  D.  Cass  (born  1931),  son  of  John  R.  and  Margaret 
Scallan  Cass,  was  born  near  Van  Orin.  He  enlisted  in  the 
U.  S.  Air  Force  for  four  years.  In  1962,  he  married  Margaret 
Allen,  daughter  of  Ralph  Allen  and  Theresa  Noverio  Allen. 
Mr.  Cass  farms  north  of  Ohio  and  is  also  employed  at  Ohio 
Grain  Company.  The  Casses  are  the  parents  of  five  children: 
Ellen  Margaret,  1963;  Timothy  John,  1964;  Theresa,  1966; 
Laura  Anne,  1967  and  Carol,  1970. 

HERBERT  QUILTER 
Herbert  Quilter  was  born  in  1898  to  Catherine  Landers 
Quilter  and  Joe  Quilter  of  Walnut.  He  served  in  the  Navy 
in  World  War  I  and  in  the  Signal  Corps  in  the  Army  in  World 
War  II.  He  married  Frances  Scallan,  (born  1903),  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Julie  Johnson  Scallan.  Mrs.  Quilter  served  the 
Ohio  community  for  many  years  in  the  capacity  of  a  nurse. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Quilter  live  in  Ohio.  They  are  the  parents  of 
one  daughter,  Susan  Kent,  and  grandparents  of  Jimmy 
Black,  both  of  Rockford. 

FRANK  R.  GLOVER 
Frank  R.  Glover  was  born  in  1908  to  Nancy  Morgenthalor 
Glover  and  Andrew  Glover.  He  served  in  the  World  War 
II  and  was  a  P.  O.  W.  in  Germany.  He  married  Ursula 
Scallan,  (born  1906),  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Julie  Johnson 
Scallan.  They  reside  in  Ohio. 

THOMAS  F.  FALEY 

Thomas  F.  Faley,  (died  1944),  son  of  John  and  Bridget 
Faley,  was  united  in  marriage  in  1893,  to  Mary  A.  Scallan 
(1868-1942),  daughter  of  Moses  and  Susan  Scallan.  With  the 
exception  of  few  years  living  in  Chicago,  the  remainder 
of  their  married  life  was  spent  in  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Faley  was 
in  business  for  many  years. 

They  are  survived  by  one  son,  Francis  "Checks"  Faley 
who  is  married  to  the  former  Vernie  Bolbock  Meyer.  They 
reside  in  Ohio. 

THE  SWAIN  FAMILY 

Fredrick  Swain  was  born  in  Stillwater,  Minnesota  in 
1886,  the  son  of  Captain  David  and  Juliana  Ainsworth  Swain. 
Following  his  graduation  from  Mc  Allister,  he  was  employed 
by  his  father  in  the  D.  M.  Swain  Engine  Works  where  he 
and  his  father  constantly  made  improvements  in  steamboat 
design  and  engines.  He  assisted  his  father  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  well-known  Swain  Two-Valve  Engine  and  the 
Swain-Valve  Gear.  The  Swain  family  was  one  of  the  nation's 
foremost  boat  builders.  They  constructed  over  265  steam- 
boats of  all  sizes  and  classes.  From  1890  to  1924,  the  Swains 
owned  and  operated  the  La  Salle  and  Peoria  Packet  Line 
on  the  Illinois  River  and  several  steamboats  of  the  Mississippi 
and  St.  Croix  Rivers. 

In  1905,  Captain  Swain  acquired  a  99-year  lease  from 


the  federal  government  to  drill  for  natural  gas  In  central 
Illinois.  Fred  was  sent  to  ttiis  area  to  oversee  thie  drilling 
operations.  During  one  such  trip,  Fred  met  one  of  Ohio's 
pretty  young  maidens,  Thora  Victoria  Jensen,  the  daughter 
of  Peter  and  Marie  Jensen  Jensen.  The  Swains  were  married 
in  Stillwater  in  1906. 

In  1924,  Fred  and  Thora  established  Standard  Auto 
Products  Co.  which  manufactured  automotive  repair  parts 
and  accessories.  Fred  passed  away  in  the  winter  of  1940, 
but  his  widow  and  family  carried  on  the  business  for  many 
years. 

The  Swains  have  two  daughters,  Maude  (Mrs.  Stephen) 
Gorman  who  has  one  daughter,  Mrs.  R.  C.  (Michele)  Rob- 
bins  -  children,  David  and  Reagen  and  resides  in  Dixon,  III., 
and  Juliana  (Mrs.  Hubert)  Anderson  who  has  four  children: 
Swain  Edw.,  Ohio,  Terry  (Mrs.  Willis)  Smith,  Dixon,  Sue 
(Mrs.  James)  Titlow,  Kewanee,  and  daughter,  Freda  (de- 
ceased 1956). 

The  Swain  descendants  in  Ohio  carry  the  names  of 
Anderson,  Gorman  &  Wolf. 


EVERETT  A.  JOHNSON 
Everett  A.  Johnson,  son  of  Nicholas  and  Kate  Scully 
Johnson  was  born  in  Ohio,  1896.  Col.  Johnson  attended 
St.  Josephs  Academy  and  graduated  from  Ohio  High  SchogI, 
Class  of  1915.  He  attended  Col.  Ruperts  School  of  Auctio- 
neering in  Decater,  Indiana.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the 
auctioneering  and  real  estate  business  for  fifty  years,  having 
seen  over  1000  farms  change  hands  under  the  cold  blooded 
hammer  of  the  auction  block.  He  married  Marie  Lally  Johnson 
(1896-1974),  a  school  teacher  from  Marion  Township  in 
1925.  Their  son,  Arthur  E.  graduated  from  Notre  Dame 
University  and  joined  his  father  in  the  real  estate  business 
in  1957.  Arthur  married  Ann  Welch  and  lives  in  Dixon.  A 
daughter,  Kay  (Mrs.  Peter  Wentworth-Sheilds)  resides  in 
London,  England.  Their  son,  Felix  E.,  is  engaged  in  farming 
in  Ohio  (see  Felix  Johnson  History). 

FELIX  JOHNSON 
Felix  Edward  Johnson  (1930)  son  of  Everett  and  Marie 
Lally  Johnson  was  born  in  Ohio.  He  attended  St.  Ambrose 
College  in  Davenport,  Iowa.  He  served  in  the  U.  S.  Army, 
in  Japan  and  Korea  with  the  7th  Cavalry  Regiment.  He  mar- 
ried Patricia  Ann  Johnson  (1929),  daughter  of  Dewey  and 
Clella  Corbin  Johnson  (see  Corbin  History).  Since  their 
marriage,  Felix  has  farmed  in  the  Ohio  area.  Part  of  the  land 
he  now  farms  has  been  farmed  by  his  family  for  four  gener- 
ations. They  have  one  son,  Nicholas  Charles  (1967),  a  stu- 
dent at  the  University  of  Iowa,  College  of  Pharmacy. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  R.  Johnson 

H.  R.JOHNSON  FAMILY 

Mr.  Johnson  (1865-1958)  son  of  Hugh  and  Lucinda 
Baumgartner  Johnson,  and  Ellen  Crannell  (1871-1967) 
daughter  of  Patrick  and  Ann  Doran  Crannell  were  united 
in  marriage  in  Ohio  in  1895.  They  farmed  southwest  of  Ohio 
on  the  Johnson  homestead,  where  Mr.  Johnson  was  born. 
Prior  to  marriage,  Mrs.  Johnson  taught  at  the  Phillips, 
Johnson  and  Red  Oaks  schools.  They  retired  to  the  village 
of  Ohio  in  1949. 

To  this  union  nine  children  were  born.  Six  are  deceased: 
Mrs.  Jos.  (Grace)  Foley  (died  1962);Mrs.  Vincent  (Mabel) 
Keleher  (died  1966);  Mrs.  Chas.  (Bernjce)  Anderson  (died 
1966).  Two  sons:  Frank  (died  1962)  was  a  Veteran  of  World 
War  II.  Robert  died  in  1921 .  A  daughter  died  in  infancy. 

The  surviving  children  are  sons:  Harold  of  Buda,  a  re- 
tired farmer.  Bill  who  farms  and  resides  on  his  farm  in  rural 
Amboy.  A  daughter.  Mrs.  Bernard  (Mary)  Gugerty  of  Ohio, 
also  18  grandchildren,  53  great-grandchildren,  and  18  great- 
great-grandchildren. 


Col.     Johnson    conducting 
an     auction     of     farm 
machinery  and  land  in  the 
1940 's. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellas  Schell 

ELIASSCHELL  FAMILY 

Elias  Schell  (1830-1917)  was  born  in  Sandusky  County  in 
the  state  of  Ohio.  He  was  married  to  Mary  Ann  Stultz  (1832- 
1890)  on  November  12,  1854,  and  to  this  family,  four  sons  and 
two  daughters  were  born  One  daughter  died  in  infancy. 
Edward  (1856-1936);  James  (1858-1916);  Isaac  (1860-1954); 
LeOwen  (1863-1937)  were  born  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  The 
family  came  to  Ohio,  Illinois  in  1869  and  bought  a  farm  on 
the  Baseline  Road  in  Lee  County.  Elias  Schell  was  a  member 
of  the  Ohio  Lodge  No.  814  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

In  1874,  a  daughter,  Hattie  May,  was  born  and  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  cared  for  her  father  and  brothers  because 
of  the  death  of  her  mother.  Hattie  Schell  married  Albert 
J.  loder  in  1897  and  to  this  couple  five  children  were  born: 
Hubert,  (born  1898)  died  at  14  months;  Bernice  Winebrenner, 
Dixon,  III.;  Marvin,  Walnut,  III.;  Ivan,  Ohio,  III.;  and  La- 
Verne  living  on  the  farm  purchased  in  1869. 


HUGHEY  JOHNSON  FAMILY  —  1905 

Back  row,  (standing)  left  to  right:  Mary  (Aunt  Sid), 

Frank  J.,  Annie,  William  Elmer. 

Second  row:  (seated),  left  to  right:  Jilie  E.,  Nicholas, 


Thomas    H.,     Emma,     Lucinda,     Nelly,     Hughey, 

Lillie. 

First    row    (seated),    left    to    right:    Edward,    Bob 

(H.  R.),  Arthur  P.,  John  J. 


HUGHEY JOHNSON 

Hughey  Johnson  (1828-1921)  was  born  in  Ballenful, 
Parish  of  Dundalk,  County  Louth,  Ireland,  the  son  of  Arthur 
and  Mary  (Rogan)  Johnson.  In  1849,  Arthur  crossed  the 
ocean  in  a  sailing  boat,  the  fare  being  $12.08  from  Liverpool 
to  New  Orleans.  He  went  to  St.  Louis  from  there,  and  by 
light  river  boat  to  Peru,  Illinois,  at  the  cost  of  $1.00.  Being 
pleased  with  America  and  its  opportunities,  Arthur  then  sent 
for  his  wife  and  his  son,  Hughey,  the  following  year. 

When  Hugey  landed  in  Peru,  he  had  only  50  cents  in  his 
pocket.  He,  in  company  with  another  man,  walked  from  Peru. 
At  this  time,  Hughey  was  about  21  years  old,  and  an  only 
child  (rather  unusual  for  those  days).  He  got  his  education 
in  Ireland.  From  the  first,  Hughey  made  his  own  way.  He  had 
no  capital,  but  with  a  strong  constitution  and  good  health, 
he  succeeded.  His  first  purchase  of  land  was  eighty  acres 
at  a  cost  of  five  dollars  per  acre.  He  acquired  more  land  and 
the  last  tract  sold  for  fifty  dollars  per  acre. 

He  built  a  log  cabin  on  the  site  of  his  first  purchase  and 
in  1854,  married  Mary  McAnaney  (died  1861),  also  a  native 
of  Ireland,  who  had  come  to  America  in  1852.  Four  children, 
one  of  whom  died  in  infancy  were  born  in  that  log  cabin.  They 
were:  Artnur  (born  1856),  married  Mary  E.  Miller  and  moved 
to  Kansas:  Thomas  (born  in  1858)  married  Mary  B.  Flemming 
and  moved  to  Coiumbus,  Nebraska  ;  and  Nicholas  (born  in 
1861 ),  mar-ied  Katherine  Scully. 

Mr.  Johnson's  second  wife  was  Lucinda  Baumgartner 
(1843-1925)  born  in  Switzerland  and  came  to  America  at 
the  age  of  six,  the  sixth  child  of  a  family  of  eight  born  to 
Christopher  and  Julia  (Berieaux)  Baumgartner.  Christopher 
was  born  in  Switzerland,  and  Julia  was  a  native  of  France. 
Hughey  and  Lucinda  were  married  in  1862  and  earlv  in 
1864,  they  moved  into  a  new  home  across  the  road  from  the 
log  cabin.  Of  this  marriage,  there  were  eleven  children: 
Mary  "Aunt  Sid"  (born  1864);  Henry  "Bob"  (born  1865, 
married  Ella  Cranell);  Julie,  (born  1868,  married  Thomas 
Scallon);  Emma  (born  1870,  married  James  Kerchner); 
John  (born  1872,  married  Blanche  Triplett  and  later  moved  to 
Walnut);  Edward  (born  1874,  married  Gertrude  Brock); 
Annie  (born  1876,  married  Ralph  Inks  and   later  moved  to 


Santa  Anna,  Calif.);  Nelly  (born  1878,  later  moved  to  Chi- 
cago); Frank  (born  1880.  married  Francis  Haynes  and  moved 
to  Chicago);  Lillie  (born  1883,  married  Thomas  Burke);  and 
William  (born  1887,  married  Hazel  LaRose). 

A  staunch  believer  in  education,  Mr.  Johnson  saw  to 
it  that  all  his  children  completed  at  least  the  eighth  grade. 
In  1904,  the  Johnsons  retired  and  moved  to  town  and  built 
a  lovely  home  on  the  hill  southwest  of  the  village.  In  town, 
Hughey  set  out  many  fruit  trees,  and  Lucinda  was  a  great 
lover  of  flowers.  Mr.  Johnson  was  a  democrat  politically 
and  a  Roman  Catholic  by  religion.  His  wife  was  associated 
with  the  Protestant  Church. 

Grandchildren  of  Hughey  and  Lucinda  presently  residing 
in  the  Ohio  area  are:  Everett  Johnson,  Hugh  Johnson,  Ruth 
Minnick,  Margaret  Cass,  Trances  Quilter,  Ursula  Glover, 
and  Mary  Charlotte  Gugerty.  Great  grandchildren  include: 
Felix  Johnson,  Hugh  Cass,  Robert  Minnick,  Helen  Marie 
Anderson,  Carolyn  Anderson,  Douglas  Hugh  Johnson,  and 
Mary  Clare  Spratt. 

AARON  KELLEY 

Aaron  Kelley  (1806-1888)  was  born  in  Unity,  Waldo 
County,  Maine.  He  went  into  plastering  and  brick  laying  and 
lived  in  cities  in  Maine,  Mass.,  Vermont,  and  New  Bruns- 
wick, Canada. 

He  married  Artissime  Foster,  of  Woodstock,  New  Bruns- 
wick, Canada.  Three  children  were  born  in  Canada;  Sarah, 
ieorge,  and  Rebekah.  Since  the  Kelleys  felt  city  life  was  not 
best  for  their  children,  they  selected  Illinois  as  their  future 
home. 

In  the  early  1840's,  Aaron  came  alone  by  water  to 
Chicago  and  to  Princeton  by  stage.  Princeton  had  been 
settled  but  ten  years.  He  walked  from  Princeton  over  the 
prairie,  over  Bureau  Creek,  and  on  north  to  where  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harold  D.  Johnson  (Venola  Kelley)  now  live,  two  and  a 
half  miles  northeast  of  Ohio. 

Ohio  Village  was  not  there.  Jacob  Albrecht  did  not  come 
until  about  1850,  and  Dad  Joe  had  been  there  at  the  Grove. 
In  1844,  Mr.  Kelley  bought  a  Mr.  Bartlett's  claim  where  the 
Kelley  farm  now  stands.  The  claim  had  a  log  cabin.  He  did 


not  locate  at  once  on  the  claim.  He  returned  to  New  Bruns- 
wick to  his  family  and  worked  for  two  years. 

Having  saved  the  money,  he  moved  his  family  to  the  new 
home  in  Illinois  in  1846.  They  came  the  same  water  route  to 
Chicago.  They  bought  a  horse,  a  light  single  wagon  and  some 
groceries.  They,  then,  started  for  the  Lee  County  line  and  the 
log  cabin.  This  was  part  of  the  property  where  Alonzo  Kelley 
lived.  It  took  them  five  days  to  make  the  trip  at  the  rate  of 
about  20  miles  a  day. 

The  work  began;  splitting  rails  to  fence  the  claim, 
ditching,  grubbing  brush,  and  breaking  the  sod.  The  next 
ten  years,  they  cut  down  trees,  hewed  timbers,  and  split 
shingles  (lasting  much-  longer  than  when  sawed).  They 
sawed  sheeting  with  a  pit  saw  for  the  new  house.  He  hauled 
the  siding  from  Chicago  with  a  team  of  horses  and  a  wagon. 

During  these  years,  the  family  increased.  Alonzo,  Olive, 
Franklin,  and  Columbia  were  born  in  the  cabin  across  the 
line  in  Lee  County.  They  moved  to  the  new  home  in  Bureau 
County  in  1854.  Five  more  children  were  born:  Fremont, 
Henry,  Parker,  Grant,  and  Arty,  to  total  twelve. 

Aaron  became  popular  as  a  doctor  in  the  surrounding 
country.  There  were  no  state  or  national  laws  regarding  the 
practice  of  medicine,  and  with  a  family  of  12,  he  had  sufficient 
experience  at  home.  He  had  a  family  doctor  book  (such  as 
was  published  in  those  days)  with  practical  methods  in  se- 
lecting and  preparing  herbs  and  drugs. 

He  was  the  personification  of  honesty  and  reliability.  He 
delivered  into  this  world  many  of  the  parents  and  grand- 
parents of  people  today.  People  came  from  far  and  near  for 
his  medical  services  and  even  for  dental  work  such  as 
extractions. 

He  never  dropped  his  trade  of  brick  laying  and 
plastering. 

In  religious  belief,  he  was  a  Unitarian.  Aaron  voted  the 
Whig  ticket,  the  ticket  of  Henry  Clay  who  influenced  many  of 
Lincoln's  views  when  he  was  a  child.  Aaron  became  a  Re- 
publican when  the  Whigs  became  Republicans.  He  never 
voted  any  other  ticket.  He  was  leader  in  his  community 
in  politics.  He  was  friend  of  Chief  Shabbona  whose  trail  ran 
just  north  of  his  cabin.  He  talked  with  the  Chief  whenever 
possible.  Traces  of  the  old  trail  are  still  to  be  seen. 

Mr.  Kelley  or  "Doctor"  as  he  was  often  called  had  a 
flare  for  hunting.  He  had  at  one  time  in  his  possession  a  pet 
deer  and  a  pet  crane. 

Two  sons  continued  to  live  in  the  Ohio  community. 
Grant  (1863-1945)  married  Katherine  Greenback  (1876- 
1952).  They  were  the  parents  of  Iva  Kelley  Saltzman  of 
Princeton;  Viola  Kelley  Rutherford  of  Billings,  Montana;  and 
LaVern  Kelley  of  Ypsilanti,  Michigan. 

Alonzo  L.  (1847-1922)  married  O'Tillie  Greenback 
(1869-1952).  They  were  parents  of  two  sons,  Aaron  Kelley  of 
Depue,  married  Elinora  Jensen;  and  Henry  Kelley  (1897- 
1970)  married  Venola  Hedges. 

THE  KOLP  FAMILY 

Earnest  Orville  (Orlie)  Kolp  (1888-1967)  was  the  son  of 
James  W.  Kolp  (1853-1914)  who  was  born  in  Illinois  and 
Hannah  Smith  Kolp  (1844-1922)  who  was  born  in  Canada 
and  died  in  Walnut. 

Orlie  and  his  wife,  Ida  Vickrey  Kolp,  came  from  Green- 
ville Township  to  Ohio  in  1929  with  their  five  children, 
Lowell  (died  1941),  Lavern,  Lois,  Marcella  and  Marjorie. 
They  purchased  160  acres  in  Section  24  (the  Turnball  place). 
Orlie  was  a  lover  of  horses  and  mules  and  he  enjoyed 
breaking  them  to  ride  and  to  drive.  He  owned  a  threshing 
machine  and  operated  it  in  the  summer  months.  He  was  a 
school  director  at  the  Concord  School  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  retired  in  1945.  His  wife,  Ida,  is  presently  living  at  the 
Walnut  Manor  Nursing  Home. 

Orlie 's  son,  Lavern  and  wife,  Estelle,  moved  to  the  farm 
and  farmed  it  until  Lavern  entered  the  Railway  Mail  Service 
in  1951  and  moved  to  Princeton  with  his  wife  and  two  daugh- 
ters, Marcia  and  Lynne.  He  transferred  to  the  Princeton  Post 
Office  in  1953  where  he  is  presently  employed  and  in  1969 
moved  back  to  Ohio  after  purchasing  the  Battin  farm. 


Jonathan  and  Sarah  Ann  (Carter)  Corbin.  Standing: 
Alvin,  Thomas,  Laura  and  Frances  Emily. 

CORBIN  HISTORY 

Jonathan  Corbin  (1822-1892)  and  wife,  Sarah  Ann  Carter 
(1822-1898)  were  married  in  1844,  and  came  to  the  Ohio  area 
about  1867  from  the  state  of  Ohio.  They  were  farmers.  Both 
are  buried  in  Limerick  Cemetery.  Four  children  were  born 
to  this  union:  Alvin,  Thomas,  Francis  Emily,  and  Laura. 
Thomas  married  Minnie  Wolf  and  moved  to  Rutland,  Illinois. 
Francis  Emily  married  Ervin  Kiser  who  farmed  a  few  years 
east  of  Ohio,  and  then  moved  to  Dover.  Laura  married  James 
Dennison  who  owned  the  farm  where  Ivan  Krieger  now 
lives.  In  1876,  Alvin  Corbin  (1850-1928)  married  Ellen  Luticia 
Kinney  (1858-1933),  who  after  the  death  of  her  mother 
had  come  to  Ohio  from  New  York  with  her  uncle,  Andrew 
Jackson  about  1870.  Ella's  father,  Hiram  Kinney  (1826- 
1908)  came  to  Ohio  later.  Alvin  and  Ella  Corbin  lived  just 
south  of  Ohio  on  the  James  Dennison  farm  until  1894,  when 
they  moved  their  house  and  family  of  nine  children  to  Ohio, 
the  street  west  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Lee  Anna  and 
Clella  were  born  in  this  house  and  have  lived  in  Ohio  all 
their  lives.  Gertrude,  Virgie,  Bertha,  Jessie,  Andrew,  Lena, 
all  deceased.  Still  living:  Charles,  California;  Etta,  Mon- 
tana; Ruth,  South  Dakota;  Lee  Anna  (1899)  and  Clella  (1903). 
Alvin  and  Ella  Corbin,  and  her  father,  Hiram  Kinney,  are 
buried  in  Ohio  Union  Cemetery. 

Lee  Anna  Corbin  married  Aubrey  Poole,  who  was  a 
painter  by  trade.  They  ran  the  Poole  Cafe  for  many  years 
in  the  old  Chandler  building  just  south  of  the  hatchery.  This 
building  has  since  been  torn  down  and  a  parking  lot  made. 
They  had  four  children,  10  grandchildren,  and  9  great-grand- 
children. Kenneth  Corbin  Poole  (1917-1967),  Beverly  Kratz 
and  Delores  Frost,  both  of  Mendota,  Illinois,  and  Ramona 
Carol  (1936).  Aubrey  Poole  and  son,  Kenneth,  are  buried 
in  Union  Cemetery. 

In  1954,  Ramona  Carol  married  Ernest  Allen  Shofner 
(1932).  He  is  in  construction  work  and  they  live  on  South 
Main  Street  in  Ohio.  They  have  two  sons,  Brian  Allen  (1959) 
and  Gary  Lee  (1964J. 

Christmas  Day,  1923,  Clella  Corbin  married  Dewey 
Johnson  (1898-1960)  son  of  Charles  and  Ida  Taylor  Johnson, 
Bureau  Township.  They  farmed  12  years  until  1935,  when 
they  purchased  the  Isaiah  Remsburg  farm  south  of  Ohio 
on  route  26  and  moved  there  in  1937.  Dewey  was  a  grain  and 
livestock  farmer.  They  have  three  children,  12  grandchildren, 
and  3  great-grandchildren.   Donald  Gene  (1926),   Patricica 


Ann  (1929).  married  to  Felix  Johnson  (see  Felix 
Johnson  History),  Cheryl  Evonne  (1931)  married  to  Jerry 
Norden  (see  Jerry  Norden  History).  Dewey  is  buried  in  Ohio 
Union  Cemetery.  Clella still  lives  in  the  farm  home. 

Donald  married  Hazel  Rayburn  (1926)  in  1947.  They 
farmed  a  few  years  west  of  Ohio,  then  moved  into  the  Rickert 
house  previously  purchased  by  the  Johnsons.  They  had 
seven  children:  Ronald  Lee  (1947-1966),  buried  in  Union 
Cemetery.  Terry  Dean  (1949),  served  in  the  U.  S.  Air  Force 
for  four  years  and  m  1970  married  Marina  Macongay  (1952)  in 
the  Phillipines,  and  lives  southwest  of  Ohio.  Larry  (1951) 
married  to  Connie  fvlagnuson  in  1970,  three  children,  Hea- 
ther, 6,  Heath,  4,  and  Holly,  1.  They  live  in  Eureka,  Illinois. 
Ricky  (1952),  James  (1956),  Jeffrey  (1959),  and  Julie  (1960), 
all  at  home.  Don  is  in  the  upholstering  business. 


(4)   George    married    and    had    two   children:    Gorden, 
of  tviichigan  and  Mrs.  Buford  (Alice)  Dean  of  Princeton. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Norden 

NORDEN  FAMILY 

One  of  Ohio's  oldest  German  families  came  from  Stet- 
tin, Germany.  Henry  and  Frederika  Norden  with  their  two 
sons.  Axel  and  Ernest  and  daughter,  Emma,  came  to  America 
in  1862.  They  located  in  the  Princeton  area  for  two  years 
and  in  1864  moved  to  a  farm  in  East  Grove  Township,  Lee 
County.  Axel  died  in  1866  and  Emma  (Mrs.  Beebe)  moved 
to  Chicago. 

In  1873,  Ernest  was  united  in  marriage  with  Elizabeth 
Simon,  daughter  of  Franz  Simons',  Wyanet.  Ernest  and 
Elizabeth  had  seven  children.  Ernest's  wife  died  in  1890, 
leaving  him  with  7  small  children.  Ernest's  father,  Henry, 
died  in  1899,  his  mother  died  in  1908.  Ernest  died  Dec. 
26,  1906,  exactly  16  years  after  his  wife  died. 

Ernest  and  Elizabeth's  seven  children  were:  (1)  Henry, 
(2)  Frank,  (3)  Frederick,  (4)  George,  (5)  Emma,  (6)  Amelia, 
and  (7)  Pauline.  The  daughters,  Mrs.  Emma  Bolz,  Mrs. 
Amelia  O'Hare  and  Mrs.  Pauline  Shearburn  married  and 
moved  from  Ohio.  Mrs.  Pauline  Shearburn,  wife  of  the  late 
Dr.  A.  P.  Shearburn  of  Walnut,  is  the  only  surviving  child 
of  Ernest  and  Elizabeth  and  resides  at  Walnut  Manor.  The 
children  of  Ernest  who  remained  in  the  Ohio  area  were; 

(1)  Henry  (the  oldest)  married  and  had  two  children: 
Rov  and  Mrs.  Ivan  (Mable)  loder.  Roy  operates  the  Henry 
Norden  farm  and  has  4  children:  Jerry  of  Ohio;  Mrs.  Stanley 
(Nancy)  Iverson  Glen  Ellyn;  Mrs.  Robert  (Alice  Lee)  Sem- 
low  of  Paris,  France  and  Mrs.  Orm  (Ann)  Conner  of  Ohio, 
and  10  grandchildren.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ivan  loder  reside  in  Ohio 
and  have  2  children:  Mrs.  Edward  (Judy)  Sisler.  DeKalb  and 
David  of  Naperville,  they  have  4  grandchildren. 

(2)  Frank  married  and  had  two  children:  Ernest  and 
Mrs.  Martin  (Mildred)  Mueller.  Ernest  and  wife  now  own  the 
original  Norden  farm  (Norden  Bros.)  and  they  had  three 
children:  George  of  Walnut;  Mrs.  David  (Joyce) 
Emmert  of  Geneseo;  and  "Chuckle"  deceased,  and  7  grand- 
children. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mueller  reside  on  the  former  Charles 
Anderson  farm.  They  have  one  son,  Richard,  who  farms 
and  operates  Mueller  Mach  Mart  at  Ohio. 

(3)  Fred  never  married,  but  became  co-owner  of  the 
home  place  with  his  brother,  Frank,  where  he  made  his  home. 


Back    row;     Jerry     Norden,     Roy     Norden, 
Norden.  Front,  Wayne  Norden. 


Henry 


JERRY  ROY  NORDEN  FAMILY 
Jerry  Roy  Norden  (1932)  son  of  Le  Roy  and  Bernice 
Krieger  Norden  married  Cheryl  Johnson  in  1951.  They  had 
4  children:  Wayne,  residing  in  Bloomington,  III.;  Sharon 
who  is  employed  at  Johnson,  Martin  &  Russell  law  office  in 
Princeton;  Susan,  college  student;  and  William  Charles 
(Billy)  at  home. 

Jerry  and  Cheryl  are  life-long  farmers  and  have  spent 
most  of  these  years  on  the  Pomeroy  Bros,  farm  on  route  92 
east  of  Ohio,  where  they  presently  reside. 

GREY  THOMPSON 
Grey  Bernard  Thompson  (1913)  son  of  John  O.  (1863- 
1934)  and  Catherine  Young  Thompson  (1869-1942)  Shef- 
field, married  Lenore  Franklin  (1914)  daughter  of  Benjamin 
R.  (1890-1955)  and  Katie  Phillips  Franklin  (1897-1928)  Buda. 
They  moved  to  Ohio  area  from  rural  Buda  in  1951  and  en- 
gaged in  farming.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
Beverly  (Mrs.  Harry)  Barton,  Sheffield,  her  children  are: 
Diane  (Mrs.  Charles)  Nicholas,  Denise  (Mrs.  Gaile)  Arnold, 
and  David  Grev:  and  Cecil  Grey  (see  Cecil  Thompson).  Also 
one  great  grandchild,  Benjamin  Franklin  Nicholas. 

CECILTHOMPSON 
Cecil  Thompson  (1935)  came  to  Ohio  with  his  parents 
at  age  15.  (see  Grey  Thompson).  He  later  married  Marcia 
Ann,  daughter  of  Albert  J.  and  Susanna  J.  Zimmer  Dose, 
of  Lostant,  III.  They  are  parents  of  three  children:  James 
Cecil  (1964),  Gregory  Franklin  (1968),  and  Daniel  Grey 
(1970).  They  still  are  engaged  in  farming  near  Ohio. 


ZZ'v\iAr\Zi  3.  AINUtnoUN  l-AMILY 

In  1951,  Joan  Donnelly,  daughter  of  Edward  M.  and 
Catherine  (Faley)  Donnelly  became  the  bride  of  Edward 
Swain  Anderson,  son  of  Hubert  F.  and  Juliana  (Swain) 
Anderson.  Hubert  Anderson,  deceased,  was  an  Ohio 
businessman  for  several  years,  operating  the  DX  Service 
Station  on  Main  Street. 

Ed.  also  known  as  "Ton",  at  the  age  of  fifteen  spent  his 
summers  working  in  the  construction  with  the  Frank  Warkins 
Construction  gang.  Ed  has  been  in  the  field  of  construction 
and  home  sales  all  his  life.  Homes  locally  that  he  has  built 
are:  Eugene  Enright,  Jay  Dunn,  Raymond  Anderson,  John 
McCabe,  Robert  Walters,  Rosalia  Mitchel,  Ronald  Phillips, 
Steve  Rogers,  and  John  Henricksen. 

Ed  and  Joan  are  the  parents  of  six  children:  Susan 
(Mrs.  Steven  J.  Wolf  married  in  1973);  Stephen,  (deceased  in 
1975);  Sharalyn  and  Edward  are  at  A-'izona  State  University; 
Michael  and  James  are  at  home.  In  1964,  the  Andersons 
purchased  the  former  Claude  Ruff  home  at  212  South  Main 
Street. 


Louisa  and  Henry  Kramer 

HENRY  KRAMER  FAMILY 

Henry  Kramer,  (1871-1943)  son  Carl  Kramer  and 
Margaret  (Ebling)  Kramer  was  born  in  Wallertheim,  Ger- 
many. At  tile  age  of  12,  he  came  to  America  with  his  father 
and  mother  and  four  sisters  and  four  brothers,  and  settled 
in  Mendota.  His  brothers  and  sisters  lived  in  the  immediate 
area  after  their  marriages  and  were  well  known  to  many.  They 
were  Mrs.  John  (Mary)  Bohler,  Walnut;  Mrs.  Louis  (Ger- 
trude) Theurer  and  Mrs.  Chris  (Katherine)  Sturman,  Men- 
dota: Mrs.  Rudolph  (Christine)  Mathesius,  Meridan:  John, 
Aurora;  Carl  and  Peter,  Mendota,  and  Jacob  of  Clinton,  Iowa. 

In  1895,  he  was  married  to  Louisa  Gross  of  Mendota. 
Four  children  were  born  to  this  union;  (1)  Carl  Henry  (de- 
ceased-Princeton); (2)  Julius  Jacob  (deceased-Ohio); 
Christian  John,  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa;  and  Henrietta  Margaret 
(Hopper,  Dixon-deceased). 

He  spent  the  early  years  of  his  life  as  a  tailor  in  Mendota. 
In  1900,  he  and  his  family  moved  to  Ohio  where  they  lived 
their  entire  married  life  on  Lawn  Hill.  He  opened  a  tailor 
shop,  which  he  conducted  for  10  years,  then  bought  out 
Pomeroy  Brothers  and  added  clothing  and  shoes.  In  1918, 
Mr.  Kramer  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  (Red  &  White 
Store)  and  continued  in  the  same  building  until  his  retire- 
ment in  1941 . 

Carl  was  associated  with  the  Sisler  Creamery  for  many 
years,  then  later  went  into  farming.  Chris  was  an  employee 
of  the  bank  in  Ohio.  Mr.  Kramer  was  active  in  the  civic  life 
of  the  village,  serving  on  the  school  board  and  the  village 
board.  He  was  instrumental  in  forming  a  band  in  1902,  which 
had  the  reputation  of  being  the  best  band  in  the  county  for 
15  years.  After  retiring,  he  still  felt  a  duty  to  serve  his  country 
so  he  went  to  work  at  the  Green  River  Ordnance  Plant.  The 
Kramers  had  five  grandchildren. 

After  Mr.  Kramer's  death,  Mrs.  Kramer  lived  with  her 
daughter  and  family,  the  Vance  E.  Hoppers,  until  her  death 
in  1957.  Henrietta  and  Vance  were  married  in  1929.  Mr. 
Hopper,  a  civil  engineer,  was  employed  with  the  State  High- 
way Department  in  Dixon,  and  Henrietta  was  an  accom- 
plished pianist  and  organist  and  taught  both  instruments 
for  many,  many  years.  She  served  as  church  organist  for 
nearly  30  years.  Vance  and  Henrietta  were  both  active  in 
civic  affairs.  Vance  served  on  the  school  board  with  a  term  as 
president.  In  1950,  the  Hoppers  moved  to  Dixon,  when  Mr. 
Hopper  was  promoted  to  District  Engineer  at  the 
Highway  Department  and  held  that  position  until  his  retire- 
ment in  1971.  They  have  two  children:  (1)  Mrs.  Theodore 
(Barbara)  Maves  of  Dixon;  and  Richard  of  Foster  City, 
California  and  three  grandchildren. 

Carl  was  marred  to  the  former  Pearl  Balcom  Pomeroy. 
He  continued  farming  in  the  Ohio  area  until  moving  to 
Princeton  in  1949.  Pearl  died  in  1958.  After  moving  to  Prince- 
ton, he  served  2  terms  as  county  treasurer.  He  passed  away 


in  April  1969.  His  second  wife,  the  former  Margaret  Paden, 
survives  him  and  still  resides  in  Princeton. 

Julius  and  the  former  Margaret  Meurer  of  East  Grove, 
were  married  in  1926.  They  lived  their  entire  married  life  in 
Ohio.  Julius  became  associated  with  his  father  in  the  grocery 
business  until  1941.  In  1943,  he  became  the  school  custodian 
and  held  that  position  until  he  retired  in  1961.  He  passed 
away  in  1976.  Julius  and  Margaret  have  one  son,  Russell, 
Lockport,  married  to  the  former  Ruth  Anderson,  Ohio.  They 
have  one  son,  Kevin. 

GEORGE  MEURER  FAMILY 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Meurer  came  to  Ohio  from  Peoria 
in  1922.  They  remained  for  about  ten  years,  operating  a 
restaurant,  and  living  in  the  apartment  above,  in  the  builo  ag 
owned  by  Jim  Kime  today.  They  had  two  daughters:  Mar- 
garet and  Verna.  Verna  married  Gerald  Ogan,  they  have 
four  sons,  and  live  in  Blunt,  S.  D;  Margaret  married  Julius 
Kramer  (1898-1976).  (see  Henry  Kramer  Family);  and  resides 
in  the  family  home  at  208  S.  Main.  They  are  the  parents  of 
one  son,  Russell  who  married  Ruth  Anderson,  daughter  of 
the  late  Pearl  "Sleepy"  Anderson  and  Florence  Bolbock 
Anderson  who  resides  at  103  N.  Washington  Street.  The  Rus- 
sell Kramer's  have  one  son,  Kevin,  and  live  in  Lockport. 

QUEST  FAMILY 

John  Quest  was  born  in  1834  in  county  West  Maid, 
Ireland  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1858.  He  worked 
on  a  farm  in  the  Ohio  area  for  Hugh  McGaven.  In  1868,  John 
married  Catherine  Martin,  who  also  came  from  Ireland. 
They  had  eight  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Those 
who  lived  in  the  Ohio  area  were:  Mary  Braden,  Elizabeth 
Scallon,  twins,  Catherine  Friel  and  Edward  Quest,  Theresa 
Quest,  and  George  Quest. 

George  Quest  married  Frances  Meade  in  Maytown  in 
1921 .  They  lived  on  the  Quest  homestead  their  entire  married 
life.  George  was  road  commissioner  for  Maytown  Township 
for  16  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  children:  John 
George,  Mary  Ann,  and  twins,  Joseph  Urban  and  Frances 
Ellen. 

John  Quest  married  Norma  McCormick  in  1944  in  Ohio 
John  was  World  War  II  veteran.  He  spent  25  years  in  the 
Lee  County  Law  Enforcement  agencies  and  was  serving  his 
second  term  as  sheriff  at  the  time  of  his  death.  They  had 
three  children:  James  Edward,  George  Gerald,  and  Julie 
Rose. 

Mary  Quest  married  Harold  Snodgrass  in  1947  at  May- 
town.  Harold  (died  1975)  served  with  the  Army  in  World 
War  II  and  farmed  his  entire  life  in  the  Ohio  area.  They 
had  two  daughters:  Ann  Catherine  (Mrs.  Fred  Hansen  who 
resides  in  Wyanet,  and  has  two  children,  Amie  Marie  and 
Eric  Vincent.  Mariorie  Lou  (Mrs.  Elton)  Murphy  resides 
in  La  Salle,  and  has  two  children,  Barbara  Ann  and  Dawn. 

Joseph  Quest  and  Velma  Leffelman  were  married  in 
1951  at  Maytown.  They  had  four  children:  Allan  Joseph, 
Lynne  Marie,  Martin  Kevin  and  Brian  Edward. 

Frances  Quest  (died  1962)  and  Alfred  Kuebel  were 
married  in  1955  at  Maytown.  They  had  three  children:  David 
Lee,  Marlene  Ann  and  Debra  Kay. 

PATRICK  CRANNELL  FAMILY 
Patrick    Crannell     (1822-1889)    was    born    in    Wexford 
County,  Ireland.  He  and  his  sister  came  to  New  York  in  the 
1840's. 

Ann  Doran  Crannell  (1831-1925)  an  only  child  was  born 
in  Wexford  County,  Ireland.  She  imigrated  to  this  country 
in  1847  at  the  age  of  17,  sailing  in  a  vessel  which  required 
six  weeks  for  the  voyage.  In  1854,  she  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Patrick  Cranell  and  they  farmed  near  Perry,  New  York. 
After  the  Civil  War,  the  family  came  in  a  covered  wagon  to 
Illinois.  They  lived  on  a  farm  south  of  Ohio  where  Mr. 
Crannell  died.  Mrs.  Crannell  continued  to  live  on  the  farm 
until  1912,  when  she  moved  to  the  Village  of  Ohio.  The  family 
was  very  fond  of  music  and  were  among  the  first  in  the 
community  to  have  an  organ. 


The  Crannells  were  the  parents  of  fifteen  children,  nine 
of  whom  were  born  in  New  York.  Nine  preceded  Mrs.  Cran- 
nell  in  death:  Mrs.  Louis  (Alice)  Galgano  in  1923;  Mrs.  Ber- 
nard (Anna)  Murtaugh  in  1912,  both  of  Ohio;  two  children 
died  in  infancy,  and  in  1880  five  children,  ages  twelve  through 
twenty-two  were  victims  of  diptheria  and  passed  away  within 
a  space  of  a  month.  All  are  buried  in  St.  Mary's  Cemetery. 

Mrs.  Crannell  died  at  the  age  of  94  and  her  surviving 
children  were:  sons,  John  H.  and  William  P.  of  Chicago; 
Edward  of  Ohio  and  daughters,  Mrs.  J.  B.  (Mary)  Gugerty; 
Mrs.  H.  R.  (Nell)  Johnson  and  Mrs.  Frank  (Lottie)  Quinn 
all  of  Ohio.  All  are  now  deceased. 

The  grandchildren  living  are:  Harold  Johnson  of  Buda; 
Bill  Johnson  of  Amboy;  Mrs.  Bernard  (Mary)  Gugerty  of 
Ohio;  Bill  Crannell  of  Arizona;  Mrs.  Francis  (Mary  Alice) 
Ryan  of  Ohio;  Mrs.  Wm.  (Bernice)  Boyter  of  Lombard  and 
Mrs.  John  (Frances)  Bolger  of  Western  Springs. 

THE  KERR  FAMILY 

Upon  the  death  of  her  husband  in  August,  1943,  Mrs. 
Theodore  L.  (Zelma  Damon)  Kerr  of  Van  Orin,  Illinois  and  her 
four  sons,  moved  to  103  S.  Memorial  Street,  (then  Joe  Doran 
Apartments),  where  Mrs.  Kerr  resides  today. 

Mrs.  Kerr  was  employed  as  cook  or  waitress  at  Neis 
Drug  Store,  operated  at  that  time  by  Marian  Van  De  Mark. 
She  then  worked  for  Margaret  Albrecht  at  the  Ace  Cafe  which 
is  now  the  Doran  Electric  Store,  and  in  several  other  restaur- 
ants in  the  Ohio  area.  She  has  been  the  Village  Treasurer 
since  1960.  Being  a  fine  seamstress,  she  uses  her  talents 
for  local  people. 

Her  first  born,  Ted  J.,  served  in  the  Air  Force  in  World 
War  II  and  resides  with  his  wife  in  Anchorage,  Alaska.  He  is 
a  pilot  with  Alaska  Airlines. 

Dale  Kerr  returned  from  World  War  II  to  work  for 
McDonald  Trucking.  He  operated  the  Skelly  Oil  Station  at 
South  Main  for  3  years.  He  now  resides  in  Princeton  with  his 
wife,  Dorothy  Fahlberg  Kerr  and  children. 

Robert  Eldon  Kerr  in  1954  wed  Ann  Elizabeth  Gorman, 
(see  Gorman  History).  They  are  the  parents  of  four  children. 
Mr.  Kerr  has  been  employed  at  Sislers  Creamery  as  a  butter- 
maker,  since  1959.  He  is  a  member  of  the  High  School  Board 
of  Education  for  5  years,  a  volunteer  fireman  for  15  years  and 
a  Village  Trustee  for  18  years.  He  is  also  owner  of  Curly's 
Signs  of  Ohio.  His  wife,  Ann  Gorman  Kerr  is  a  graduate 
of  St.  Francis  School  of  Nursing  in  Peoria.  Presently,  she  is 
employed  with  Dr.  J.  W.  0' Mai  ley. 

Pamela  Kay,  wife  of  Steven  Rogers,  and  their  son, 
Shawn  Christian,  live  at  403  E.  Van  Buren.  She  is  a  secretary 
for  the  Ohio  schools.  Steve  is  employed  by  the  State  of 
Illinois  in  Dixon.  Peter  Karl,  served  in  the  Air  Force  and  is 
now  employed  at  Conco  in  Mendota.  Tracy  Ann,  17,  and 
Robin,  10,  resideat  home. 

Zelma  Kerr's  last  son,  Donald  M.,  served  four  years  in 
the  Navy.  He  now  resides  with  his  wife,  Roxanne,  and  their 
three  children,  all  at  home,  in  Ladd. 

The  Kerr  family  trace  their  lineage  to  William  the 
Conqueror  about  1000  A.  D.  They  are  Scotch  Irish.  Ann  Kerr 
is  German  Irish. 

EDWARD  M.  DONNELLY  FAMILY 
Edward  M.  Donnelly  (1897-1976)  and  Catherine  (Faley) 
Donnelly  were  married  in  1924,  and  farmed  with  his  father, 
James  Donnelly.  Catherine  taught  school  at  the  Goy  School 
in  the  Maytown  area  before  their  marriage.  They  have  the 
■following  six  children:  Shirley,  teacher  at  Princeton  High 
School;  James,  who  farms  the  home  place  south  of  Ohio; 
Joan  (Mrs.  Edward  S.  Anderson);  Frank,  who  bought  and 
farms  the  Tom  Vickrey  farm  at  Green  Oak,  and  married 
Beverly  Baker  of  Oglesby  in  1955,  and  they  have  three 
sons  and  four  daughters.  Bernard  operates  his  own  Back  Hoe 
Business  and  has  built  a  new  home  where  he  lives  on  East 
Jackson  Street,  in  Ohio.  Daniel  is  married  to  Isabelle  and  is 
employed  at  Caterpillar;  they  have  seven  children  and  two 
foster  children,  and  have  built  their  home  in  Chillicothe, 
where  they  live. 


JOHN  E.  GUGERTY  FAMILY 

Among  the  early  settlers  of  Bureau  County  were  Patrick 
and  Catherine  Gugerty.  Together  with  their  son,  John, 
they  came  to  America  in  1851.  They  landed  at  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana,  and  came  to  Bureau  County  later  that  year. 
Patrick  and  John  purchased  a  farm  in  section  2  of  Ohio 
Township  and  built  a  home.  Patrick  Gugerty  (1792-1876)  and 
his  wife,  Catherine  (1788-1882)  were  both  born  in  County 
Lough,  Ireland. 

In  1856,  John  Gugerty  married  Mary  Burns,  who  was 
born  in  Ireland  and  they  became  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
four  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Their  five  living  children  are: 

(1)  Catherine,  born  in  1858,  married  Edward  Murtaugh; 
they  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  John,  Thomas,  Harry, 
Steven,  Jennie,  and  Leo  and   lived  on  a  farm   near  Ohio. 

(2)  Ann,  born  in  1860,  married  James  Sheehan  and  were  the 
parents  of  four  children,  William,  Thomas,  John,  and 
Charlotte.  Mrs.  Sheehan  was  postmaster  in  Ohio  during 
the  Cleveland  and  Wilson  administrations.  (3)  Thomas 
Gugerty,  born  in  1862,  married  Mary  O'Hare  and  always 
lived  on  the  farm  where  he  was  born.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  John  E.,  Joseph,  Francis,  Bernard,  Paul, 
Margaret,  Ignatius  and  Thomas.  (4)  John  B.  Gugerty,  born  in 
1863,  married  Mary  Cranell  and  worked  in  Chicago  as  Inter- 
nal Revenue  Inspector  until  his  retirement.  (5)  Mary  E. 
married  John  O'Hare  and  lived  in  Ohio. 

Members  of  the  Gugerty  family  now  living  in  Ohio  are: 
Leo  Murtaugh  married  to  Nettie  Hannan;  Margaret  Gugerty 
Keen  married  to  Barney  Keen;  Sharon  Gugerty  Phillips 
married  to  Michael  Phillips,  one  son,  Shane;  John  Gugerty, 
married  to  Margaret  Doran,  and  sons,  John  D.  (Jack)  Gugerty 
and  Arthur  Gugerty,  married  to  Lucilla  Michlig. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  BERNARD  GUGERTY 
Bernard  Gugerty,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Gugerty 
and  Mary  Johnson,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  R.  Johnson 
were  married  in  Ohio  in  1931.  Mr.  Gugerty  attended  St. 
Joseph  Academy  for  a  year  of  business  training.  Mrs.  Gu- 
gerty graduated  from  St.  Joseph  Academy  High  School  in 
1925,  and  was  employed  at  the  Spohn  &  Walter  Store  and  also 
the  Ohio  Post  Office.  After  marriage,  they  farmed  a  number 
of  years  and  were  in  the  grocery  business  in  Ohio  for  18 
years.  Mr.  Gugerty  passed  away  in  January  of  1963.  They 
have  four  children:  Mrs.  Bill  (Ann)  Huber  of  California.  Mrs. 
Dean  (Patsy)  Mills  of  Colorado.  Thomas  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri 
and  Robert  of  La  Grange  Park,  La  Grange,  Illinois.  There  are 
nine  grandchildren. 

JOHN  E.  GUGERTY 
John  E.  Gugerty  was  born  in  1899,  the  son  of  Thomas 
and  Mary  O'Hare  Gugerty.  He  graduated  from  St.  Joseph's 
Academy.  He  married  Margaret  Doran.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gugerty  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  Mary  E.  Devine 
of  Sterling,  III.,  Rita  Charlene  Cooper  of  South  Euclid, 
Ohio,  Arthur  J.  married  to  Lucilla  Michlig,  living  in  Ohio, 
and  John  D.  (Jack)  living  in  Ohio. 

ARTHUR  J.  GUGERTY 
Arthur  J.  Gugerty,  born  1932,  son  of  John  E.  Gugerty 
and  Margaret  Doran,  served  in  the  United  States  Navy 
1952  to  1956.  While  in  the  Navy,  he  served  in  the  North  and 
South  Atlantic,  Mediterranean  and  Baltic  areas  aboard  the 
Destroyer  Escort  George  E.  Davis  and  Destroyer  Smally  as 
a  Radarman.  He  married  Lucilla  Michlig  of  Manlius  and  they 
have  lived  in  Ohio  since  1956.  They  have  seven  children: 
James  E.,  (1954),  has  completed  four  years  in  the  U.  S. 
Air  Force  and  is  now  attending  Western  Illinois  University; 
Joseph  C.  (1955)  is  working  at  S  &  K  Motors,  Peoria;  Cather- 
ine Anne  (1957)  is  a  student  at  Western  Illinois  University; 
Colleen  Marie  (1959),  Karen  Susan  (1960),  Jeffrey  B.  (1963) 
and  Jerome  K.  (1964)  are  at  home.  Art  was  appointed  Rural 
Mail  Carrier  in  1964  and  is  still  employed  in  that  position. 
Lucilla  is  presently  the  Village  Clerk.  The  Gugerty's  reside 
at  103  Stevenson  Street  in  a  home  they  built  in  1973. 


THE  JENSEN  FAMILY 

Peter  Jensen  (1841-1928)  and  his  wife,  Marie  Jensen 
Jensen  (1845-1930)  migrated  from  Copenhagen,  Denmark 
to  Ohio,  Illinois  in  May  of  1893. 

Mr.  Jensen  was  a  farmer  by  trade.  The  Jensen's  have 
7  children:  Mrs.  Fredrick  (Thora  Victoria)  Swain,  (1886- 
1974);  Mrs.  Michael  (Henrietta)  Libby,  (1884-1960);  Mrs. 
Andrew  (Christine)  Hanson  (1872-1960);  Mrs.  Michael 
(Sophia)  Doran  (1880-1962);  Mrs.  John  (Marie)  Josephson; 
John  (1881-1959)  who  married  Miss  Minnie  Schultz;  Peter 
who  married  Miss  Ada  Weasel;  and  Christopher  who  married 
Miss  Frances  Krieger.  The  Jensen  descendants  in  Ohio 
carry  the  names  of  Anderson,  Gorman,  Wolf,  Hanson, 
Johnson  and  Krieger. 
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Joseph  D.  Hawks 

JOSEPH  D.  HAWKS 

Joseph  D.  Hawks  (1878-1965)  was  born  in  Red  Oak, 
Iowa  of  Joseph  Olin  (1854-1924)  and  Anna  (Darnell)  Hawks 
(1858-1954).  Later  they  pioneered  westward  to  Clay  Center, 
Nebraska.  Then  at  age  14,  drove  by  covered  wagon  with  his 
parents  and  sister,  MyrI,  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Van  Orin, 
Illinois.  He  graduated  from  La  Moille  High  School.  In  1902, 
he  married  Clara  Kiefer  (1873-1930),  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Julia  Kiefer,  Walnut.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Inez  (Mrs.  Elmer  Kessel),  Harmon,  four  children,  two  of 
whom  are  deceased;  Alice  (1907-1972)  married  Francis 
Warkins,  Ohio,  three  children  (see  Michael  Warkins); 
Merville  (1911-1968)  married  Theresa  Guidorjni,  Ladd, 
two  children;  Althea  (Mrs.  Walter  Krapff),  Ohio,  four  child- 
ren; Walter  D.  married  Sue  Gosch,  Iowa,  and  resides  in 
Farmington  Hills,  Mich.,  and  has  three  daughters;  Janice 
married  Edw.  John  Piper,  six  children  (see  A.  L.  Piper); 
Richard  married  Cynthia  Fitzgerald,  Mo.,  and  resides  in 
Boise,  Idaho.  Rita  married  Terry  Hallman  (1952-1973).  She 
now  resides  in  Normal. 

Joe  farmed  for  several  years,  then  moved  to  Ohio  where 
he  was  employed  at  the  water  and  light  plant,  and  later  for 
Illinois  Northern  Utilities  to  read  meters  and  inspect  the  high 
line  for  the  Utilities  Co.  In  1918,  he  was  hired  as  custodian  of 
the  Ohio  schools  and  kept  this  position  for  27  years.  In  1942, 
he  married  Gynetha  Wilson,  McNabb,  (former  Ohio  teacher) 
and  in  1945,  he  retired  to  McNabb  where  he  lived  until 
his  death. 

He  was  always  active  in  community  affairs.  As  custo- 
dian, he  always  had  a  sympathetic  ear  to  the  student's  prob- 
lems, settled  playground  fights  and  in  the  old  school  building, 
the  younger  students  would  clamor  to  see  who  could  help  him 
pull  the  rope  to  ring  the  old  school  bell. 

WILLIAM  CONNER  AND  DESCENDANTS 
William  Conner  (1834-1917)  only  child  of  David  and  Jane 
(Merchant)  Conner  was  born  on  a  plantation  in  Leesburg, 
Va.  (David  and  his  second  wife  were  parents  of  12  children). 
William  came  to  Illinois  at  17,  and  worked  on  the  Eli  Lewis 
farm  for  seven  years.  In  1861,  he  joined  Company  B,  57th 


Divison  Illinois  Infantry,  serving  two  years  and  participating 
in  many  battles  against  Confederate  armies.  In  1864,  he 
married  Maria  Winkler  (1841-1914)  of  Summit  County,  Ohio. 
They  farmed  for  several  years  southwest  of  Ohio  before 
moving  to  the  village,  where  he  became  a  dealer  in  building 
materials,  coal,  lime  and  cement,  operating  "Conner's 
Lumber  Yard"  until  his  death,  when  the  business  was  con- 
tinued by  his  son,  Ormond  J.  Conner. 

William  Conner  was  deeply  interested  in  community 
affairs.  He  was  supervisor  of  Ohio  Township,  township 
collector,  and  school  board  director  for  22  years.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Conner  were  parents  of  four  children:  (1)  Lucy,  (2) 
Clarence,  (3)  Roberta,  and  (4)  Ormond. 

(1)  Lucy  Conner  married  Grant  S.  Remsburg;  one  son, 
Perry. 

(2)  Clarence  Conner  married  Mary  Walter,  and  owned 
Ohio's  furniture  store  and  undertaking  parlor,  which  he 
purchased  from  R.  and  W.  Minkler.  He  was  active  in  com- 
munity affairs.  Four  children;  Katherine,  Walter,  Leonard, 
and  Virginia.  Katherine  married  Lawrence  Ganschow  of 
Normandy.  Two  children:  Clifford  and  Glenda.  Clifford  mar- 
ried Beverly  Lear,  three  children:  John,  Timothy,  and  Eliza- 
beth. Glenda  married  Larry  Akridge  (deceased),  five  child- 
ren: Laura  Kay,  Dale  (deceased),  Gary,  Katherine  and  Beth. 
Walter  Conner  (deceased  1933)  married  Thelma  Baker,  one 
son,  Duane.  Leonard  married  Alene  Peterson,  one  daugh- 
ter, Kay.  His  second  marriage  was  to  Thelma  Baker  Conner, 
two  sons:  Jerry  and  James.  Virginia  Conner  married  John 
Nyman  (deceased),  two  daughters:  Jacqueline  Woodley  and 
Lynda  Fenwick.  Her  second  marrage  was  to  Arthur  Nyman. 

(3)  Roberta  Conner  married  Charles  Young  and  moved 
to  state  of  Washington. 

(4)  Ormond  Conner  married  Mae  E.  Fagan  (see  Michael 
Fagan  Family).  He  was  Supervisor  of  Ohio  Township  for  20 
years,  served  several  terms  on  school  board,  served  on 
building  committee  in  Bureau  County  when  present  Court 
House  was  built,  and  ran  for  State  Representative  from 
the  37th  District.  They  were  parents  to  five  children:  Ivan, 
Glenn,  Margaret,  Helen  and  Grace. 

Ivan  married  Edna  McGonigle,  three  children:  Robert, 
Helen,  and  Richard.  Glenn  married  Hazel  Anderson,  eight 
children,  (see  Glenn  Conner  Family  History).  Margaret 
resides  in  Peoria.  Helen  married  Ralph  Tellkamp,  four 
children:  William,  Margaret,  Mary  Alice,  and  Carol.  Grace 
married  Harry  Gorman,  two  sons,  (see  Gorman  Family 
History).  Her  second  marriage  to  Howard  McDonald,  (see 
McDonald  History). 

GLENN  ORMONDCONNER  FAMILY 
The  Glenn  O.  Conner  (1898-1961)  branch  of  the  family 
began  with  his  marriage  to  Hazel  M.  Anderson.  Glenn 
worked  with  his  father,  Ormond,  in  the  family  lumber  yard 
for  many  years.  Immediately  following  World  War  I,  he 
served  with  the  Army  of  Occupation  in  France  and  Germany. 
His  wife.  Hazel,  was  a  member  of  the  Ohio  School  Board 
for  nineteen  years,  and  held  the  post  of  Village  Treasurer  for 
many  years. 

To  this  union  were  barn  four  sons  and  four  daughters. 
They  are:  (1 )  Fergus  D.  Conner,  Ladd,  two  children;  (2)  Mrs. 
Arnold  (Jean)  Sapp,  Alburquerque,  New  Mexico,  four 
children;  (3)  Mrs.  Merrill  (Joyce)  Draper,  Amboy,  three 
children,  (see  Draper  history);  (4)  Mrs.  Don  (Glenda)  Bran- 
denburg, Walnut,  four  children,  Janet,  Jacquelyn,  Joe,  and 
Jerry;  (5)  Edward  Conner,  Walnut,  five  children,  David, 
Daniel,  Darcy,  Dawn,  Darrin;  (6)  Jerome  David  Conner, 
rural  Ohio;  (7)  Mrs.  Grace  Piper,  Walnut,  six  children,  (listed 
under  A.  L.  Piper);  (8)  Ormond  James  Conner,  rural  Ohio. 

Son:  Jerome  David  Conner,  known  as  "Rip",  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Mary  Doran  in  1958.  They  are  the  parents 
of  four  children:  Colleen  Marie,  Jerome  Dale,  James  Or- 
mond, and  Laura  Mary.  They  presently  live  on  the  old  "Gust 
Grossman  farm"  north  of  Ohio.  This  farm  is  the  site  of  many 
large  4th  of  July  picnics  and  a  popular  spot  for  snowmobiling 
in  the  winter.  "Rip"  is  presently  serving  on  the  Ohio  High 
School  Board. 


Son:  Ormond  "Orm"  James  Conner  married  Bernice 
Ann  Norden  in  1957.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  children: 
Steven  James.  Charles  Jerome  and  Nancy  Ann.  They  live  in 
the  home  they  built  in  1974  just  north  of  Ohio  on  Route  26. 
'Orm'  is  a  Jobber  -  Amoco  Products,  and  a  partner  in  the 
M  &  C  Fertilizer  Company.  His  wife,  Arm,  served  three  years 
on  the  Ohio  Grade  School  Board. 

There  are,  at  this  writing,  thirty-six  direct  descendants 
of  Glenn  and  Hazel  Conner. 

SAM  CONNER  FAMILY 
Sam  Conner.  William  Conner's  half-brother,  also  came 
to  Illinois  from  Virginia  and  settled  in  Ohio.  He  and  his  sons 
owned  Ohio's  only  blacksmith  shop.  Sam  married  Margaret 
Myers.  They  had  four  children:  Benjamin,  Frank,  Belle  and 
Charles. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  HAROLD  MC  MAHON 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  McMahon  (Eileen  Longman) 
natives  of  Tiskilwa,  moved  to  Ohio,  Illinois  in  1964.  They 
lived  in  a  home  on  Jackson  Street.  Mrs.  McMahon  passed 
away  in  1969  and  to  date  Mr.  McMahon  is  85  years  of  age. 
They  have  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Harry  (Mary  Alice)  Chase. 

HARRY  CHASE  FAMILY 
The  Harry  Chase  family  moved  to  Ohio  from  Tiskilwa, 
Illinois  in  1958.  They  had  two  daughters,  Jacque  and  Julie. 
Harry  and  Mary  own  and  operate  Ohio  Farm  Fertilizers, 
Inc.  In  1960,  a  daughter,  Rebecca  was  born  and  in  1972, 
twin  daughters,  Catherine  and  Cristine  joined  the  family. 
The  family  resides  on  Railroad  Street. 


Col.  and  Mrs.  John  P.  Powers 

JOHN  P.  POWERS  FAMILY 

Col.  John  P.  Powers  (1878-1939)  was  born  in  East  Grove 
Twp.  He  was  a  prominent  auctioneer  in  northern  Illinois 
for  many  years  and  was  considered  an  authority  of  land  and 
livestock  valuations.  In  1918,  he  married  Margaret  Mead 
(1890-1975)  in  Amboy.  She  was  a  school  teacher  prior  to  mar- 
riage. In  1919,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Powers  moved  to  Ohio  where 
tney  resided  their  entire  lives.  They  had  four  sons:  (1)  John, 
(2)  Francis,  (3)  Charles,  and  (4)  Robert,  all  born  in  Ohio. 

(1)  John  was  a  veteran  of  World  War  II  and  resides  in 
Ohio  where  he  farms.  (2)  Francis  resides  in  Mendota  where 
he  is  an  emoloyes  of  Prescott  Brothers.  He  is  a  veteran  of 
World  War  II  and  is  married  to  the  former  Barbara  Freyof 
joliet.  They  have  one  son,  Patrick  of  Mendota  and  a  daugn- 
ter.  Joanne  (married  Robert  Navarro  and  has  two  children, 
Casandra  and  Robert,  resides  in  Joliet.  (3)  Charles  of  Oak 
Lawn.  III.,  is  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  District  133  in 
Riverdale.  He  is  a  veteran  of  World  War  II  and  is  married  to 
the  former  Betty  Lou  Evans  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.  They  have  four 
children:  Joseph,  a  graduate  of  Illinois  State  University, 
resides  in  Chicago;  Michele,  a  student  at  Northern  Illinois 
University..  Kelley  and  Michael  at  home  (4)  Robert  is  an 

employee  at  Wayside  Press  in  Mendota,  and  resides  in  Ohio. 
He  is  married  to  the  former  Verna  Lowe  of  Dixon  and  they 
have  two  children.  A  daughter,  Dolores,  is  a  student  at  Rock 
Valley  College,  Rockford,  and  a  son,  Michael  (now 
deceased),  was  employed  by  Swanson  Trucking  Company. 


GEORGE  SISLER  FAMILY 

Charles  Edward  Sisler,  father  of  George  L.  Sisler,  was 
born  in  1856,  in  Princeton,  the  first  of  eight  children  of 
George  Washington  Sisler  and  his  second  wife,  Mary  Ann. 
In  1881,  Charles  Edward  married  Lizzie  Breed,  (born  1858), 
daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Simon  Peter  Breed,  of  Pleasant 
View,  III.  The  Breed  family  moved  to  Princeton  when  Lizzie 
was  ten  years  old.  Lizzie  graduated  from  Princeton  High 
School.  Charles  Edward  and  Lizzie  made  their  first  home  on 
his  father's  tenant  farm  west  of  Princeton,  where  George 
L.  Sisler  was  born,  the  first  of  eleven  children.  From  Prince- 
ton, the  family  moved  to  a  farm  near  Lincoln,  Nebraska  and 
later  moved  into  Lincoln  where  George's  father  engaged  in 
the  ice  cream  business.  In  1902,  the  family  moved  to  a  farm 
two  miles  west  of  Ohio,  Illinois.  In  1923,  they  bought  a  home 
in  Ohio,  where  they  lived  until  her  death. 

In  1928,  George  L.  Sisler  (1882-1972),  married  Anna 
Neer,  who  had  come  to  Princeton  in  1922  from  Cambridge, 
Kansas,  to  fill  the  position  of  the  first  Home  Adviser.  They 
resided  in  Ohio  where  George  ran  Sisler 's  Creamery  until 
his  son.  Bill,  took  it  over  in  1957.  Tney  purchased  the  Charles 
Newton  farm  in  1929.  They  have  three  children,  William  or 
Ohio;  James  E.  in  DeKalb,  and  Richard  in  Carpentersville. 
Anna  still  resides  in  Ohio. 

WILLIAM  SISLER  FAMILY 
William  Sisler  was  born  in  1929  to  George  L.  and  Anna 
Sisler.  He  was  the  first  of  three  boys.  William  graduated 
from  a  two-year  course  in  Dairy  Plant  Management  from  Iowa 
State  University.  He  served  in  the  Armed  Services  in  Korea, 
and  returned  to  help  in  the  family  business  and  took  over 
from  his  father  in  1957.  He  served  as  Village  Board  President 
from  1958  to  1968.  He  married  Marlene  Geiken  from  Oregon, 
Illinois  in  1960.  Marlene  taught  at  Ohio  High  School  from 
1963  to  1966.  They  resided  in  Ohio  for  twelve  years  and  then 
bought  and  moved  to  the  Wilbur  Carey  farm  in  1972.  They 
have  three  children:  Kathy,  1966;  Karen,  1967;  and  Billy, 
1970. 


ARTHURO'HARE 

Arthur  O'Hare,  (1842-1923)  was  born  at  County  West- 
meath,  Ireland,  and  came  to  America  at  an  early  age.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Flynn,  (1839-1923).  Mr.  O'Hare  farmed  in 
East  Grove  Township,  and  later  moved  to  Ohio,  where  he 
was  Village  Marshall. 

They  were  the  parents  or  live  children:  (1)  John  (1870- 
1955)  who  married  Mary  Gugerty.  John  was  in  the  cement 
and  coal  business,  and  later,  the  water  superintendent  in 
Ohio.  (2)  Mary  (1872-1948)  married  Thomas  Gugerty,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  eight  children:  John,  Joseph, 
Francis,  Bernard,  Paul,  Margaret,  Nate,  and  Thomas.  (3) 
Bridgett,  born  in  1874,  married  Samuel  Rapp  of  Peoria, 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  three  chidren:  Juanita,  Leona, 
and  Richard.  (4)  Arthur,  born  in  1876,  was  a  blacksmith 
in  Ohio,  first  in  the  Neis  building,  and  later  in  his  own  shop 
on  Railroad  Street.  (5)  Joseph  was  born  in  1878,  and  was 
also  a  blacksmith  in  Ohio. 


MICHAEL  T.  DUNN  FAMILY 
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MICHAEL  T.  DUNN 

Michael  T.  Dunn,  (1833-1904),  one  of  the  early  settlers 
in  what  is  now  the  Ohio  area,  was  born  in  County  Galway, 
Ireland,  the  youngest  child  of  Thomas  and  Ann  Cunningham 
Dunn.  He  had  two  sisters,  Mrs.  Thomas  Doyle  and  Mrs. 
James  (Alice)  Shields;  and  three  brothers:  Lawrence, 
Timothy  and  John.  Mrs.  Doyle  remained  in  Ireland  with 
her  parents.  Lawrence  and  John  came  to  the  United  States 
and  settled  near  Canadaigua,  New  York.  Timothy  moved  to 
Australia. 

Michael  T.  and  his  sister,  Alice,  came  to  the  U.  S.  A. 
in  the  late  1840's.  There  was  an  outbreak  of  cholera  on  the 
ship  during  the  voyage.  Many  of  the  passengers  died  and 
were  buried  at  sea.  When  the  ship  reached  America,  there 
were  only  two  men  living  among  the  survivors,  Joe  Allen, 
who  later  settled  in  Dixon,  and  M.  T.  Dunn.  The  captain 
lived  until  the  day  before  they  were  to  dock  at  Ellis  Island.  He 
showed  them  how  to  navigate  the  ship,  signal  for  help,  etc. 
They  were  quarantined  in  the  harbor  for  40  days  before 
they  could  leave  the  ship. 

M.  T.  Dunn;  his  brother,  John;  their  sister,  Alice;  and 
her  husband,  James  Shields  came  to  Illinois  where  they 
found  work  at  Downers  Grove,  with  a  contractor  building 
the  railroad  west  from  Chicago.  M.  T.  Dunn  was  employed 
as  a  Clerk  and  Supervisor.  Alice  and  her  husband  operated 
the  restaurant  and  lodging  quarters  for  the  construction 
crew. 

In  1853,  M.  T.  Dunn,  John  and  Alice  bought  160  acres 
in  sec.  24,  Hamilton  Township.  They  built  a  home  and 
started  farming.  Michael  later  bought  the  adjoining  160  acres 
to  the  south.  James  and  Alice  bnields  purcnased  160  acres 
to  the  north.  They  continued  farming  as  a  family  partner- 
ship, although  M.  T.  Dunn  continued  his  employment  with 
the  railroad. 

In   1857,    Michael   T.    Dunn  was  married   to  Mary  Ann 


Downey,  (born  1841),  daughter  of  Major  John  and  Johanna 
Casey  Downey  (sec.  35,  East  Grove  Township).  She  was  the 
first  white  child  born  in  East  Grove  Township.  The  Downey 
home  was  a  one  room  log  cabin,  and  the  story  goes  that  the 
local  Indians  came  with  gifts  of  beaded  moccasins  and  gifts 
for  the  new  white  baby. 

In  regard  to  Township  and  County  history,  this  local 
area  was  a  part  of  Jo  Daviess  Territory  with  a  rather  inde- 
finite boundary  A  U.  S.  Post  Office  opened  at  the  Downey 
home  about  1839.  Bureau  County  was  incorporated  in  1837. 
Lee  County  incorporated  in  1839,  thereby  establishing  a 
definite  boundary  very  much  the  same  as  it  is  today.  The 
area  north  of  the  County  line  was  called  Hamilton  and  East 
Grove  and  the  Town  Board  was  comprised  of  citizens  from 
both  Townships  until  1865,  when  they  became  incorporated 
as  Congressional  Townships. 

M.  T.  Dunn  and  his  wife  bought  out  his  brother,  John's 
interest,  and  the  Shields  built  a  new  house  on  their  share 
of  the  original  farm.  In  1877,  the  Dunns  built  a  new  house 
south  of  the  first  home.  This  house  is  100  years  old  this  year 
and  is  owned  and  occupied  by  Gerald  and  Anita  Dunn,  the 
great-grandchildren  of  the  M.  T.  Dunns. 

The  Dunns  built  a  new  home  on  their  property  in  Block 
25  in  Ohio.  In  1890,  they  retired  and  moved  into  it.  They 
were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children:  Mary  Jane  (Scully), 
Elizabeth  (Sullivan),  John,  Michael  F.,  Margaret  (Ryan), 
James  P.,  Steve  V..  Agnes  (Sister  Theresa),  and  her  twin 
sister,  Ellen  (Sister  Magdalene),  Robert  T.,  Joseph  L., 
Johanna  T.  (Naylor),  and  Josephiene. 

Shortly  after  moving  to  Ohio,  the  Dunns  deeded  the 
South  one-half  Block  25  to  the  Immaculate  Conception 
Parish  as  a  site  to  build  a  parochial  school.  This  school  was 
called  St.  Joseph  's  Academy. 

The  following  is  a  brief  account  of  the  M.  T.  Dunn 
children  that  established  their  residence  in  the  Ohio  com- 


munity.  Mary  Jane  married  John  Scully.  Their  children: 
John  J.,  Frank,  Mary  (O'Connor),  George  M.,  Blanche 
(Egan).  Leo,  Genevieve  (Johnson). 

Elizabeth  married  Jerry  Sullivan.  Their  children  include: 
Alice  (Daniels),  Gertrude  (Daniels),  Frank,  Edward,  Loretta 
(Foley).  Joseph,  and  Elizabeth  (Fowler). 

Michael  F.  Dunn  married  Elizabeth  Kilday.  Mike  was 
manager  of  the  Opera  House,  and  wdS  also  employed  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  parish  property  until  1913  .when  he 
purchased  the  real  estate  and  insurance  agency  from  James 
Naughtin.  which  he  operated  until  his  death  in  1946.  His 
wife,  known  as  'Aunt  Lide",  and  Clara  Snow  operated  a 
dressmaking  and  millinery  shop  in  a  building  located  on 
Main  Street  where  the  new  Morgenson's  building  now 
stands.  When  bobbed  hair  came  into  style,  ladies'  hats 
went  out  of  style,  she  quit  the  hat  shop  and  continued  dress- 
making in  her  home. 

James  P.  Dunn  and  his  wife,  Anna  Manning  Dunn 
and  their  children:  James  J.,  Mary  (Cornwell),  Dorothy 
(Kraft),  Joseph  P.,  William  E.,  and  Raymond  J.,  resided 
in  the  Ohio  community  until  1924  when  they  moved  to  Chi- 
cago. 

Some  of  the  names  of  the  M.  T.  Dunn  family  still  residing 
in  this  area  are:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Scully  and  family,  George 
ScuJIy  family,  Frank  Scully  family,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold 
Johnson  and  family,  Loren  Foley,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  J. 
Dunn,  Winnifred  (Sister  Elizabeth)  Dunn,  Robert  J.  Dunn, 
James  D.  Dunn  and  children:  Shauna,  James  and  Carol; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gerald  P.  Dunn  and  Martin,  Patty,  Peggy 
and  Kathy. 

THEHANNON  HISTORY 

Michael  Hannon  and  his  wife,  Catherine  Loy  of  County 
Armah,  Ireland,  with  a  group  of  relatives  and  friends  decided 
to  sail  for  North  America  about  1837  or  1839.  They  had  had 
famine  in  Ireland  for  four  years.  Many  had  died  from  star- 
vation. Potatoes  were  their  chief  food  product.  The  king  of 
England  was  a  cruel  tyrant,  and  forced  the  Irish  people  to 
attend  the  Church  of  England  which  was  the  Episcopal. 

Michael  Hannon  purchased  80  acres  of  prairie  land  upon 
arriving  in  the  township  of  Ohio  as  know  today.  He  bought 
this  territory  from  the  government  for  a  small  sum  of  money 
per  acre  and  named  it  "The  Homestead".  Here,  he  and  his 
wife  took  up  their  abode.  He  built  a  small  house  on  this  land. 
His  family  increased  so  he  bought  another  piece  of  land  a  few 
rods  north  and  built  a  larger  house  to  accomodate  the  family. 
They  raised  a  large  family  of  five  boys  and  four  girls.  The 
children  attended  the  Concord  School,  about  1  Vs  miles  west- 
ward, and  also  another  school  located  near  the  Caspar 
Fetzer  farm,  not  in  existence  today. 

Owen  Hannon,  died  1936,  was  the  third  child  born  to 
Michael  and  Catherine  Hannon,  born  on  the  Homestead. 
In  1888.  Owen  married  Jane  Finn  who  died  in  1953.  They 
lived  on  the  Homestead  in  the  smaller  house  and  reared  a 
family  of  eight  children,  four  boys  and  four  girls:  (1)  LeRoy, 
(2)  Edward,  (3)  Joseph  C;  (4)  A.  H.  Hannon  married  Marian 
Grow;  (5)  Lunetta  married  Leo  Murtaugh;  (6)  Mabel,  died 
1944;  (7)  Frances  (died  1976)  married  James  Grady,  had  two 
children  and  five  grandchildren;  (8)  Gertiude.  Frances  and 
Gertrude  attended  DeKalb  University. 

LOSSIE  JANES  FAMILY 

'_ossie  and  Esther  Janes,  formerly  of  Mattoon,  moved 
to  the  Ohio  area  in  the  year  1951.  Lossie  was  first  employed 
by  the  California  Packing  Corporation.  For  the  past  nine- 
teen years,  he  has  worked  for  LeRoy  Schultz  and  lives  on 
the  LeRoy  Schultz  farm  one  mile  south  of  Ohio. 

They  are  the  parents  of  three  children;  (1)  Terrill  Dean 
Jones,  the  oldest  child,  married  Carole  Ruth  Stanard  of 
La  Moille  and  now  reside  in  Mt.  Morris,  III.,  and  have  four 
children.  (2)  Paula  Marie  married  Loren  B.  Wetsel  of  Prince- 
ton, now  reside  in  Ohio  and  have  two  sons.  (3)  Lossie  Douglas 
Janes  married  Jenny  Ellen  Johnson  of  Ohio  and  they  live 
in  Amboy  and  have  one  son. 


Andrew  A.  Spooner 


Mrs.  Andrew  A.  Spooner 


A.  A.  SPOONER 

Andrew  A.  Spooner  (1826-1907)  was  born  in  Madison 
County,  New  York.  He  was  the  youngest  child  of  Sir  Prince 
and  Rebecca  (Patterson)  Spooner.  Mr.  Spooner  came  to 
Illinois  in  the  early  1850's,  and  in  1854,  he  came  to  Ohio. 
He  first  settled  in  Lee  County  (where  the  Jerry  Conner 
family  resides).  He  returned  East  in  1858  and  married  Mary 
E.  Philpot,  also  of  Madison  County,  New  York,  born  in 
1841  to  George  and  Mary  (Tooke)  Philpot.  Her  father  was  a 
lawyer.  Mrs.  Spooner  attended  Oneida  Ladies'  Seminary 
at  Oneida,  New  York. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spooner  returned  to  Ohio  to  make  their 
home.  He  purchased  a  tract  of  land  across  the  road  in  Bureau 
County,  where  they  settled.  In  his  political  views,  A.  A. 
Spooner  was  a  Republican,  and  took  an  active  interest  in 
local  political  affairs.  While  living  in  East  Grove  Township, 
he  served  as  supervisor,  and  when  he  moved  to  Ohio  Town- 
ship, he  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  two  terms,  road 
commissioner  for  eight  years,  and  as  a  school  trustee  for  8 
years.  Mr.  Spooner's  religious  views  were  liberal,  but  he 
was  not  identified  with  any  church  organization.  Mrs. 
Spooner  and  the  family  attended  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Ohio.  Mr.  Spooner  raised  fine  beef  cattle  and  horses.  He 
purchased  several  head  of  Shorthorn  cattle  from  England; 
the  cattle  were  shipped  to  Canada,  then  by  train  to  Mendota. 
Mr.  Spooner  drove  the  cattle  to  the  farm  northeast  of  Ohio. 

They  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  two  dying  at  an 
early  age.  The  three  surviving  children  were;  (1)  Prince 
Edward  (1863-1942),  (2)  Winafred  Rachel  (1872-1947), 
married  Sam  Milliken  of  Walnut,  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  four  sons,  Wayne,  Vaughn,  Allan,  all  deceased,  and  Trent 
Milliken,  who  lives  in  Kittaning,  Pa.  (3)  Allan  G.  (1880- 
1965)  married  Minnie  Hoffman.  They  were  the  parents  of 
one  daughter,  Winafred.  She  married  Donald  Lovgren  of 
Amboy.  They  are  parents  of  a  daughter,  Molly.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lovgren  and  Molly  live  in  the  same  house  in  which  the  A. 
A.  Spooner  family  lived. 

JAMES  E.  SPRATT 

James  E.  Spratt,  son  of  Lennie  and  Winifred  Scheffler 
Spratt,  was  born  in  1940  in  Dixon.  He  was  one  of  eight  boys. 
At  an  early  age,  his  family  moved  from  Grand  Detour  to  a 
farm  south  of  Green  River. 

In  1963.  he  married  Mary  Clare  Johnson.  Mary  was 
born  in  1942.  the  daughter  of  William  H.  and  Leone  (Morris- 
sey)  Johnson.  They  lived  southwest  of  Ohio.  In  1959,  the 
Johnsons  moved  to  a  farm  near  Amboy. 

Jim  and  Mary  moved  to  Ohio  in  July  of  1964.  Jim  was 
employed  by  Ohio  Home  Oil.  In  1972,  Jim  purchased  in 
partnership,  the  Ohio  Home  Oil  and  Ohio  Skelly  Service. 
Mary  is  an  assistant  cashier  at  Citizens  First  National  Bank  of 
Princeton. 

The  Spratts  have  two  children:  Kimberly  Ann,  (1964); 
and  Robert  Hugh,  (1965). 

Jim  is  a  member  of  the  town  board  and  the  treasurer 
of  the  Ohio  Volunteer  Fire  Department. 

The  Spratt 's  reside  at  314  East  Van  Buren,  Ohio,  Illinois. 


CLAUS  HARDERSEN  FAMILY 

Claus  Hardersen  (1853-1922)  came  from  Denmark  as  a 
young  man  and  farmed  on  tfie  present  Snodgrass  farm.  He 
married  Elizabeth)  Parchen  (1858-1925).  They  had  five 
children:  Joseph  (1889-1918)  the  youngest  never  married. 

Margaret  "Mag"  (1881-1947)  married  Wm.  (Billy) 
Remsburg,  they  had  three  children:  Etta  (Mrs.  Charles 
Moser),  two  sons.  Lila  (deceased)  married  Donald  Marlowe, 
nine  children  and  after  being  widowed,  she  married  Peter 
Butts,  five  step-children.  Marshall  "Casey"  Remsburg 
(1908-1944)  died  in  France  during  World  War  II.  and  is  buried 
in  Ohio  Union  Cemetery. 

William  "Bill"  (1884-1960)  married  Anna  Gunderson 
(she  resides  in  Florida  and  is  the  only  living  member  of  this 
generation),  they  had  two  sons:  Russell  married  Margaret 
Jessen  and  has  three  children.  Ralph  married  Maxine  Ed- 
mundson  (deceased),  they  had  two  children  and  Ralph  re- 
cently remarried. 

Kathryn  "Kate"  (1886-1962)  married  Henry  Krieger 
and  they  have  one  son.  Max. 

Henry  "Hein"  (1893-1931)  married  Anna  Rieker  and  they 
had  five  children.  Hein  and  Annie  ran  a  restaurant  in  Ohio 
for  many  years.  A  complete  home  cooked  meal  was  thirty- 
five  cents.  Their  five  children  all  worked  part-time  in  the 
restaurant.  Behind  the  restaurant,  a  horse  tank  was  kept 
with  water  and  ice  to  cool  pop.  Henry  Kelly  once  brought 
a  hugh  turtle  to  the  restaurant;  the  tank  was  emptied  and  the 
turtle  kept  in  it.  Many  kids  took  turns  riding  it  and  after  a 
week,  it  ended  up  a  restaurant  special  "turtle  soup".  Hein 
was  also  manager  of  the  Ohio  Town  Baseball  Team.  He  knew 
many  Chicago  Cub  players  and  attended  many  of  their 
games,  where  his  car  was  allowed  to  cross  centerfield  to  take 
him  to  the  best  seats,  as  he  was  in  a  wheelchair  the  latter 
part  of  his  life.  Cub  players  stopoed  at  the  restaurant  to  see 
Hein  and  because  of  the  good  food.  Hein  and  Anna's  children 
are:  (1)  Darlene  "Dolly"  (Mrs.  Edward  "Ted"  Piper)  had  two 
children  by  a  previous  marriage  and  seven  grandchildren  and 
after  the  second  marriage,  five  step-children.  (2)  Glen 
married  Marjorie  Britt,  they  reside  in  Walnut  and  they  have 
two  children  and  six  grandchildren.  (3)  Harold  "Goog" 
married  Marguerite  Bodine  of  Ohio  and  they  reside  in  Dixon 
and  have  three  living  children,  one  deceased  and  three  grand- 
children. (4)  Marian  (Mrs.  Downey)  lives  in  Sterling  and  has 
four  children  and  eleven  grandchildren.  (5)  John  L.  "Jack" 
has  lived  his  entire  life  in  the  Ohio  area  and  served  two  years 
in  the  Navy  during  World  War  II.  Jack  married  Eileen  Russ- 
man  of  Princeton  and  live  on  a  farm  southeast  of  Ohio.  They 
had  seven  children,  two  died  in  infancy.  Their  five  living 
children  are:  Jack  Lee  married  Ellen  Waldron,  they  reside 
in  Coal  Vallej'  and  have  a  son^  Michael  and  a  daughter, 
Kellie.  Peggy  (Mrs.  Darrel  White)  resides  in  Marietta, 
Georgia  and  has  two  sons,  Jeffrey  and  Scott ;  Debby  resides 
in  La  Salle;  Sue  lives  in  La  Salle;  and  Gail  (Mrs.  Dale  Turczyn) 
lives  in  Utica  and  has  one  son,  Danny. 

DESCENDANTS  OF  DR.  T.  D.  MERCER 
Dr.  Thomas  D.  Mercer  was  a  physician  and  surgeon  in 
Ohio.  He  was  born  in  Princeton  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Billy  Mercer 
on  April  15,  1847  and  died  in  1890.  He  was  a  Republican 
and  Methodist.  Dr.  Mercer  married  Margaret  Kasbeer  in 
1868.  Margaret,  born  in  Ohio  Township  was  the  daughter 
of  John  S.  and  Hannah  Ross  Kasbeer.  John  founded  the 
Village  of  Kasbeer.  Dr.  Mercer  graduated  from  Bennett 
Medical  College  in  Chicago.  He  practiced  in  Iowa  for  a  few 
years  before  moving  back  to  Ohio  where  he  was  a  doctor 
and  surgeon. 

Dr.  T.  D.  and  his  wife  had  four  children,  two  girls  died 
during  a  diptheria  epidemic  in  Bureau  County  in  1878.  Living 
were  one  daughter,  Gertrude  Mercer  Scholes  and  one  son, 
William.  William  was  born  in  1879  at  Maple  Hill  Farm. 
This  is  the  farm  now  owned  by  Gene  Hansen.  One  of  William 
Mercer's  most  memorable  experiences  was  a  ride  on  Shab- 
bona's  pony.  Shabbona  told  William  to  tell  his  children  and 
grandchildren  about  this  event. 

William   Mercer   married    Florence   Limerick.    Florence 


was  the  granddaughter  of  George  Limerick,  founder  of  the 
town  of  Limerick,  from  whom  it  takes  its  name.  Florence's 
father,  Robert,  deeded  to  the  Limerick  Church  the  land  for 
the  present  Limerick  Cemetery.  Robert  fought  in  the  battles 
of  Altoona  and  was  in  all  the  principal  battles  of  Shermans 
"March  to  the  Sea",  during  the  Civil  War.  Mrs.  Esther 
Limerick  Jackson,  also  a  daughter  of  Robert  Limerick  lived 
in  Ohio. 

William  and  Florence  Limerick  Mercer  had  three  sons 
and  two  daughters:  Robert,  John,  Gladys,  Faith  and  Stanley. 

Robert  Mercer  has  lived  his  entire  life  near  Ohio,  and 
married  Hazel  Corey,  who  also  lived  in  the  Ohio  area  until 
her  death  in  1950.  They  had  two  chidren:  Betty  Greenwood, 
Tampico  and  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Calvin  Philhower).  Elizab'jth 
Philhower  lives  in  the  house  she  was  born  in,  and  she  and 
Calvin  have  four  children:  Robert  (married  Gland  Cathelyn 
and  they  have  one  son,  Daniel),  Diana,  student  at  Sauk  Valley 
College,  Dave  and  John  at  home. 

Dr.  T.  D.  Mercer  told  the  story  of  knowing  a  certain 
fellow  was  stealing  his  corn.  He  told  this  fellow  where  he  hid 
a  key  to  the  crib.  However,  instead  of  hiding  the  key,  Dr. 
Mercer  set  a  trap  then  sat  back  and  waited.  It  wasn't  long 
until  he  heard  someone  yelling  and  found  the  young  man 
caught  in  the  trap.  He  never  had  to  lock  up  his  crib  again. 

THE  COREY  HISTORY 

Hamilton  F.  Corey  was  born  in  Cayuga  County,  New 
York  in  1811.  He  came  to  Illinois  in  1835  and  settled  in 
Morgan  County.  From  there,  he  came  to  Bureau  County  in 
1845  and  settled  in  Dover  Township.  In  1850,  he  bought  land 
in  Ohio  Township  from  Bill  Masters.  He  continued  buying 
land  until  he  owned  approximately  1000  acres.  Hamilton 
was  a  corporate  member  of  North  Prairie  Church  which  was 
organized  in  1859.  He  was  of  the  Whig  Party  and  latfer 
became  a  Democrat. 

His  first  marriage  was  to  Esther  Mead.  They  had  four 
children  who  lived:  Mrs.  Elizabeth  L.  Smith,  Mrs.  Almeda 
Hammer,  Mrs.  Elsa  Rainer,  and  John  H.  Corey  (born  1843). 
After  his  first  wife  died  Hamilton  married  Rachel  Martin 
in  1874  and  they  had  one  son.  Harrv  F.  Corey  (born  1876). 

Hamilton's  first  son,  John  Corey  married  Phet)e  Reiner 
in  1865.  They  had  a  son,  Charies,  who  married  Carrie  Taylor. 
Their  chidren  were  Phebe,  Vera  and  Lee.  Lee  Corey  (died 
1950)  married  Marie  Woods  of  Chicago.  They  had  one  living 
child,  Richard  Corey,  now  residing  near  Ohio. 

Richard  Corey  married  Nancy  Plaza  in  1958.  They  have 
four  children.  Michael,  Tracey,  Lee  and  Gregory,  at  home. 

Harry  F.  Corey,  son  by  Mamiiton  s  second  marriage 
was  born  where  Harold  Duffield  now  lives  and  married  Frona 
Huffaker  in  1899.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  daughters: 
Hazel  (married  Robert  Mercer,  See  Dr.  T.  D.  Mercer  De- 
scendants) and  lona  Corey  Burgess. 

Harry  F.  Corey  told  of  the  day  he  brought  home  a  new 
buggy  with  rubber  tires  and  how  angered  his  father  became 
because  of  the  extravagance  of  such  an  unnecessary 
adornment. 

MICHAEL  FAGAN  AND  DESCENDANTS 

Michael  Fagan  (1850-1920)  came  to  Illinois  from  Canada 
and  settled  in  Ohio.  He  had  Ohio's  first  meat  market.  He 
married  Mary  Sheehan  (1852-1922)  of  Ohio  and  they  had 
11  children,  as  follows: 

Stella  married  Frank  Kiser,  had  three  daughters  and 
lived  in  Canada.  Mae  married  Ormond  J.  Conner  and  had 
five  children,  (see  William  Conner  Family).  Anna  became  a 
Dominican  nun. 

William  married  Maria  Anderson  (see  Fenwick  Anderson 
Familvlj  and  they  had  one  son,  Curtis.  Martin  never  married. 
Edward  married  Elizabeth  Hannon,  they  had  one  son  and 
lived  in  Montana  and  California.  Grace  died  in  infantry. 

Alice  married  Sterling  Burke,  Tampico,  they  had  five 
children.  Frances  married  William  Canavan  of  Decatur. 
Marguerite  married  John  McGonigle,  they  had  two  sons  and 
lived  in  Belvidere  and  later,  California.  Wayne  married 
Mary  Fenton,  had  one  daughter,  and  lived  in  Amboy. 


PATRICK  D.  FITZPATRICK  FAMILY 
There  have  been  five  generations  of  the  Patrick  David 
Fitzpatrick  family  who  have  lived  in  Ohio. 

Patrick  David  Fitzpatrick,  son  of  Cotaleen  Foley  and 
David  Fitzpatrick,  was  born  at  Dingarven,  Waterford  County, 
Ireland,  1850.  That  same  year,  the  family  migrated  to  the 
United  States  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  Peru.  Later,  they 
moved  to  Livingston  County,  and  they  pursued  the  vocation 
of  agriculture. 

In  1884,  Patrick  married  Mary  E.  Ahern  in  Campus.  They 
had  ten  children:  David;  William;  Mrs.  Alphonse  (Catherine 
F.)  Lauer;  Theodore;  Raymond;  Irving;  Mrs.  Joseph  (Marie 
F.)  McCaffrey;  Mrs.  James  J.  (Genevieve  F.)  Dunn;  Eugene; 
and  Sister  Celestine  (Eileen)  Fitzpatrick,  Order  of  St. 
Benedict. 

In  1901,  Patrick  sold  the  Livingston  County  farm  and 
bought  a  section  of  land  in  Lee  County.  In  1914,  after  the  four 
oldest  children  married,  William  and  Theodore  took  over  the 
Lee  County  farm,  and  the  rest  of  the  family  moved  to  a  new 
farm  in  Bureau  County  near  Arlington.  After  Raymond  and 
Irving  married,  Patrick  and  Mary  with  their  three  youngest 
children  retired  to  Ohio.  Patrick  passed  away  in  his  home  at 
201  Van  Buren  Street  in  1932,  and  Mary  died  in  1942.  Both 
were  buried  in  St.  Patrick  Cemetery,  Amboy. 

Raymond  J.  Fitzpatrick  belongs  to  the  second  generation 
of  Fitzpatricks  living  in  Ohio.  In  1917,  Raymond  married 
Veronica  Donnelly  of  Ohio.  They  had  five  children:  Francis 
J.  of  Earlville,  III.;  Raymond  Patrick,  deceased;  Ramona 
Patricia  (Mrs.  Robert  Eidenmiller),  Ohio:  Mary  Eileen 
(Mrs.  Donald  Crock),  Masonville,  Iowa  and  Rev.  Donnelly 
J.  Fitzpatrick,  Bushnell. 

Raymond  and  Veronica  farmed  at  Arlington  for  33  years. 
The  P.  D.  Fitzpatrick  home  at  201  Van  Buren,  Ohio, 
was  purchased  by  their  son,  Raymond  J.  and  wife,  Veronica, 
who  retired  to  it  with  their  son,  Donnelly  in  1950.  Donnelly 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Illinois.  He  served  two  years 
in  Europe  with  the  United  States  Army  before  he  entered 
the  seminary.  He  was  ordained  to  the  Roman  Catholic  priest- 
hood in  1963. 

The  following  first  cousins  are  of  the  third  generation  of 
Fitzpatricks  living  at  Ohio.  Mrs.  Ross  Doran  (Patricia), 
daughter  of  William  and  Johanna  (McKune)  Fitzpatrick 
resides  with  her  husband  at  206  Church  St.,  Ohio.  Mrs. 
Robert  Eidenmiller  (Ramona),  daughter  of  Raymond  and 
Veronica  (Donnelly)  Fitzpatrick,  resides  with  her  husband 
at  Route  2,  Ohio.  James  D.  Dunn,  son  of  James  J.  Dunn  and 
Genevieve  (Fitzpatrick)  Dunn  lives  at  320  East  Jackson 
Street.  His  daughter,  Carol,  resides  with  him  and  is  of  the 
fourth  generation. 

Alan  J.  Fitzpatrick,  son  of  Bernard  and  Charlotte  (Goy) 
Fitzpatrick  is  of  the  fourth  generation  residing  at  104  Main 
St..  with  his  wife,  the  former  Betty  Gibbs  of  Princeton.  Their 
children,  Anthony  and  Heather,  are  the  fifth  generation  of 
Fitzpatricks  living  in  Ohio. 

JAMES  DONNELLY  FAMILY 

James  Donnelly  (1861-1938),  son  of  Bernard  and  Wini- 
fred Conroy  Donnelly  of  Castlefield,  Cadamstown  in  the 
County  of  Offaly,  Ireland  was  baptized  in  rites  of  Roman 
Catholic  Church  at  Kinnitty  on  June  20,  1861. 

Although,  Winifred  was  afraid  to  cross  the  ocean,  Ber- 
nard had  done  so  several  times  to  visit  their  son,  Joseph 
Donnelly  who  farmed  near  Toluca.  After  his  mother  died, 
James  came  to  America  with  his  father  and  six  other  children. 
He  was  eighteen  years  old.  By  driving  taxis  in  New  York 
and  working  on  new  railroads,  he  accumulated  enough  money 
to  set  up  farming  the  land  that  Toluca  is  built  on  today.  In 
1893,  he  rented  and  moved  to  a  farm  owned  by  Mrs.  Chas. 
(nee  Miller)  Devlin  located  one  and  half  miles  north  of  Green 
Oak  on  the  Princeton  mail  route.  It  was  later  changed  to  Ohio 
mail  route.  His  sister,  Winifred,  kept  house  for  him. 

In  1895,  James  Donnelly  and  Mary  Monahan  of  Wash- 
burn were  married.  They  had  three  children:  Winifred  D. 
Bader  (Mrs.  O.  J.)  deceased;  Edward,  deceased;  and  Ver- 
onica D.  Fitzpatrick  (Mrs.  Raymond  J.). 


James  and  Mary  Donnelly  purchased  the  Mary  Miller 
Devlin  farm  of  340  acres  in  1908  at  $125  per  acre. 

They  were  active  members  of  the  Immaculate  Conception 
Church  in  Ohio.  They  helped  maintain  the  church,  the  Mercy 
Home,  the  Opera  House  and  St.  Joseph  Academy. 

The  Donnelly's  were  hard  working  progressive  livestock 
and  grain  farmers.  In  addition  to  cattle,  hogs,  etc.,  they  kept 
a  pure  bred  stallion  and  raised  horses  for  sale. 

Farming  equipment  was  changing  from  horse  drawn  to 
motor  driven  machines  replacing  the  need  of  many  hired 
men.  By  1911,  a  seven  passenger  Hupmobile  was  the  family 
car.  Much  improvement  was  done  with  the  farm  buildings 
and  the  home  was  remodeled  with  a  central  heating  furnace 
and  bathroom  facilities.  A  carbide  system  was  piped  through- 
out the  home  lor  lighting.  In  1920,  the  electric  high  line  came 
through  the  area  and  the  home  and  farm  buildings  were 
electrified. 

James  Donnelly  was  the  last  survivor  of  a  large  family 
of  thirteen  children.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  St.  Mary  Cemetery. 
Mary  preceded  him  in  death  in  1937. 

Their  son, Edward,  took  over  the  home  place  of  340  acres 
and  the  66  acre  farm  that  they  had  purchased  in  1920  from 
Chester  B.  Mead  at  $200  per  acre  adjoining  to  the  south. 
They  built  a  new  home  for  Edward  and  his  bride,  Catherine 
Faley  of  Ohio  in  1924. 

Edward  and  Catherine  Donnelly's  heirs  are  farming  the 
property  now. 

HENRY  OBERSCHELP  FAMILY 

Henry  H.  Oberschelp  (1870-1953)  came  to  the  Ohio  area 
from  Princeton  in  1906.  With  him  were  his  wife,  Alta  (Spar- 
ling) and  their  four  children,  Li  la,  Roland,  Ruth  and  Harold. 

Mr.  Oberschelp  took  over  the  brick  and  tile  making 
business,  having  learned  the  business  from  his  father  and 
brothers.  This  tile  yard  had  previously  been  operated  by  Mr. 
Munson.  The  location  was  good  because  of  the  type  of  clay 
soil  on  that  farm  which  is  about  3  miles  northeast  of  Ohio. 
Coal  to  fire  their  kilns  was  hauled  by  horse  and  wagon  from 
Ohio.  It  was  purchased  at  $2.40  a  ton.  Mr.  Oberschelp 
employed  two  or  three  men.  They  produced  10,000  bricks  or 
3,600  four-inch  tile  in  a  ten  hour  day.  They  also  manufactured 
other  sizes  up  to  10  inches.  The  factory  supplied  customers 
within  a  radius  of  about  15  or  20  miles.  Many  customers 
paid  in  gold.  The  business  was  good  because  it  was  a  period 
when  much  building  and  tiling  was  being  done. 

By  1920,  because  of  more  modern  methods  of  trans- 
portation, competition  became  so  keen  that  the  Oberschelp 
operation  was  no  longer  profitable  so  they  closed  down. 

The  Oberschelp  family  continued  to  live  at  the  same 
location.  The  family  had  increased  with  the  births  of  Joy, 
Leslie  and  Kathryn.  Mrs.  Oberschelp  died  in  1912.  All  mem- 
bers of  the  family  married  and  have  lived  in  the  community 
or  nearby  communities.  Mr.  Oberschelp  is  remembered 
as  assessor  in  East  Grove  Township  for  many  years.  He  is 
also  remembered  as  a  regular  visitor  in  the  village  where  he 
came  for  weekly  supplies. 

One  member  of  the  family,  Leslie  and  his  wife.  Bertha, 
live  in  Ohio.  Their  children  are  Wayne  and  Lois. 

ORVILLESCHULTZ 
Orville  Schultz  was  born  in  1905  and  died  in  1963.  He 
married  Kathryn  Sharkey  in  1930  in  Maytown.  They  settled 
in  Ohio.  They  had  three  daughters:  Mary  K.  (Mrs.  Robert 
Sondgeroth)  has  four  children  and  lives  in  Mendota;  Alice, 
(Mrs.  Bill  O'Brien)  has  seven  children  and  lives  in  Ohio; 
Patty  (Mrs.  Dave  McDonald)  has  four  children  and  lives  in 
Ohio. 

EDWARD  YUCUS  FAMILY 
Edward  Yucus.  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Yucus  of 
Seatonville,  was  born  in  1932  in  Chicago.  He  enlisted  in  the 
Air  Force  m  1951  and  was  discharged  in  1954.  He  served  in 
Okinawa  during  the  Korean  War  as  a  mechanic.  He  married 
Darlene  Larsen  of  Hinton,  Iowa  in  1954.  Darlene  was  born  in 
1932  in  Wayne,  Nebraska  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evert  Larsen  who 


reside  in  Aurelia,  Iowa.  The  Yucuses  bought  the  Fred 
Brandau  farm  in  1965  and  moved  to  Ohio  from  Ladd.  They 
have  three  children:  Pamela  Kay,  born  in  1955,  (married 
Robert  Mattison  in  1975  and  resides  at  Moline).  Thomas 
Edward,  born  in  1958,  is  a  student  at  Western  Illinois  Uni- 
versity. Keith  Allan,  born  in  1959,  is  at  home. 

FRANCIS  RYAN  FAMILY 
Francis  Ryan  of  Maytown  and  Mary  Alice  Quinn,  daugh- 
ter of  the  Frank  Quinns  were  married  1945  in  Ohio.  Mr. 
Ryan  served  in  the  U.  S.  Army  for  5  years.  Mrs.  Ryan 
attended  business  school  in  Sterling,  Illinois  and  graduated 
from  Rosary  College  in  River  Forest,  III.  They  farmed  in  the 
Van  Orin  area  and  since  moving  to  Ohio,  Mr.  Ryan  is  a 
truck  driver  and  Mrs.  Ryan  is  a  teacher  in  the  Amboy  School 
District.  They  have  4  children:  Mrs.  Lee  (Sharon)  Carley  of 
Rockford;  Mrs.  Jim  (Sheila)  Bacorn  of  Sycamore;  Sandy  of 
Rockford  and  Jim  who  is  in  the  U.  S.  Army  at  Ft.  Jackson, 
South  Carolina.  There  are  4  grandchildren. 

GEORGE  REUTER  FAMILY 
George  Reuter  and  his  wife,   Patricia  (Roegner)  moved 
to  the  Ohio  area  in  1967.  They  reside  on  the  Wm.  Grossman 
farm  (formerly  the  Oberschelp  brick  yard).  They  have  two 
children,  Jeff  and  Susan. 

HAROLD  TUCKER 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Tucker  (Orlyn  Camp)  came  to  Ohio 
in  1933  when  he  purchased  the  Ohio  Elevator,  which  he 
operated  until  his  retirement.  Mr.  Tucker  served  14  years  on 
the  school  board  and  also  served  as  the  Township  Supervisor 
for  20  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Joanne 
(1926-1968),  who  was  married  to  James  D.  Dunn.  The 
Tucker's  have  three  grandchildren:  Shauna,  who  is  studying 
in  Wisconsin;  James,  a  student  at  Jacksonville  and  Carol, 
at  home. 

RICHARD  M.  PHILLIPS  FAMILY 

Richard  (Dick)  Phillips  was  born  1928  in  Woo  Sung, 
III.  He  is  the  son  of  Rodney  and  Minnie  Thulean  Phillips 
and  is  the  youngest  of  five  children.  One  sister,  Mrs.  Albert 
(Arva)  Mead  is  deceased.  Sisters,  Mrs.  Hollie  (Ruth)  Mead 
and  Mrs.  Charles  (Sue)  Austin  reside  in  Princeton.  A  brother, 
Bliss  Phillips  and  his  wife,  the  former  Christine  Underwood, 
live  in  Ohio. 

Dick  married  Katherine  Behrens  of  Walnut  in  1948.  They 
moved  to  Ohio  in  1952  and  Dick  was  employed  at  Schultz 
Trucking  Co.  He  is  presently  a  mechanic  for  Swanson 
Trucking  in  Ohio. 

Dick  has  served  on  the  Boy  Scout  Committee  and 
coached  Little  League  baseball.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Ohio 
United  Methodist  Church  and  of  the  local  fire  protection 
district.  He  is  a  volunteer  fireman  and  was  instrumental 
in  organizing  Ohio's  entry  into  the  Princeton  Ambulance 
Service.  Katie  serves  as  treasurer  for  the  Ohio  Methodist 
Church.  Both  are  supporters  of  the  high  school's  Athletic 
Booster  Club.  They  have  three  children,  Michael,  Barbara 
and  Gary  Joe. 

Michael  was  born  1949.  He  served  eleven  months  in 
Viet  Nam  with  the  U.  S.  Army,  and  was  honorably  discharged 
in  1970.  He  married  Sharon  Gugerty  in  1971  and  they  have 
one  son,  Shane  Michael  born  1974.  Michael  has  been  working 
at  Harper-Wyman  Company,  Princeton,  since  1971  and 
Sharon  is  a  registered  nurse  and  works  at  Perry  Memorial 
Hospital.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Ohio  Council  of  Catholic 
Women.  Mike  has  been  a  coach  of  Little  League  baseball 
for  seven  years. 

Barbara  born  1950  graduated  from  Midstate  College 
and  was  employed  at  the  First  National  Bank  of  Peru  until 
her  marriage  to  Myron  Hard  of  Manlius  in  1971 .  They  resiae 
in  Princeton  where  Myron  is  employed  at  the  city  power 
plant.  They  have  two  children.  Heather  Michelle,  born  1972, 
and  Scott  Allen,  born  1976. 

Gary  Joe  is  the  youngest  child  and  was  born  in  1958  and 
resides  at  home. 


Joseph  Ackerman 
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Harold  Ackerman  house,  built  in  1914 

THE  ACKERMAN  FAMILY  HISTORY 

Joseph  Ackerman  (1844-1878)  farmed  in  the  Ohio  area 
moving  here  from  Morton,  Illinois  in  about  1860.  He  pur- 
chased a  farm  southwest  of  Ohio  in  1875.  This  farm  has  been 
in  the  family  since,  an  Illinois  Centennial  Farm.  A  grandson, 
Everett,  resides  there  now.  John  H.  Ackerman,  son  of 
Joseph  and  Mary  Albrecht  Ackerman  married  Christine 
Herr  from  Mendota.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  sons: 
Harold  Frederick  and  Everett  John  George. 

John  H.  Ackerman  purchased  a  farm  northwest  of  Ohio 
from  Joseph  Albrecht.  John  H.  farmed  until  his  death  in 
1928,  then  son,  Harold  F.  took  over  the  farming  operations 
until  1966.  His  son,  John  G.  now  operates  the  farm  and 
resides  there  with  his  family.  The  farm  is  owned  by  Harold  F. 

Harold  F.  married  Dorothy  Gonnerman  of  Nachusa, 
they  have  three  children:  John  George,  Carol  Ann  (Norton) 
of  Chillicothe  and  Wilbur  Carl  of  California.  Both  sons 
were  in  the  service  of  their  country:  John  G.  in  the  U.  S. 
National  Guard  and  Wilbur  C.  in  the  U.  S.  Air  Force. 

Everett  Ackerman  and  first  wife,  Marion  Altoeter  had 
one  son,  Paul  Arthur  of  Wooaridge.  Later,  hverett  married 
Marian  Christensen  Marine  and  has  three  step-children: 
Konrad  of  Uecorah,  Iowa;  Kiroy,  student  at  dental  school  in 
Chicago;  and  Laurel  Ann  in  Dixon. 

John  George  married  Janet  Beth  Reed,  they  are  the 
parents  of  three  sons:  Mark  Allan,  John  Harold  and  Keith 
Paul,  all  at  home. 

The  Ackermans  are  of  the  Lutheran  Faith  and  all  are 
members  of  Ohio  First  Lutheran  Church. 

The  cement  block  house  on  the  Harold  Ackerman  farm, 
one  mile  northwest  of  Ohio,  was  built  by  John  H.  and  Chris- 


tine  Ackerman  in  1914.  The  gravel  for  the  cement  foundation 
was  shipped  in  by  rail,  unloaded  by  hand  and  hauled  to  the 
farm  from  Ohio,  by  team  and  wagon,  as  was  all  the  building 
material.  The  cement  blocks  were  made  locally,  in  a  building 
where  the  present  Standard  Oil  Tanks  now  stand,  by  Mr. 
Grant  Remsburg.  The  lumber  and  building  materials  were 
purchased  from  Conners  Lumber  Yard,  operated  by  Ormand 
Conner,  Sr.,  which  was  located  in  the  block  west  of  the  old 
Ohio  Grain  Co.  Mr.  Fred  Kreiger  Sr.,  was  the  main  carpen- 
ter, who  lived  in  the  house  now  owned  by  Lyie  Forrestal.  Fred 
would  drive  to  the  farm  every  day  by  spring  wagon  and  horse. 
Mort  Parson,  uncle  of  the  late  Clair  Parson,  helped  with  the 
carpenter  work.  The  32  volt  light  plant  was  purchased  from 
Ralph  Johnson  who  did  all  the  electrical  wiring.  The  plumbing 
and  heating  was  purchased  and  installed  by  Mr.  Guy  Morton, 
who  operated  a  shop  in  Ohio.  The  total  cost  of  the  house, 
including  material  and  labor  was  about  $8,000.00. 

CHRISTIAN  L.  GIESENHAGEN 
Christian  L.  Giesenhagen  (1892-1969)  was  born  in  Iowa 
and  came  to  Wyanet  with  his  parents,  Frederick  and  Eliza 
Giesenhagen,  as  a  small  child.  He  married  Nettie  Anderson 
of  Lone  Tree  (vicinity  south  of  Tiskilwa)  in  1924.  They  moved 
to  Ohio  in  1928  and  purchased  the  William  Mercer  farm 
southwest  of  Ohio.  Four  daughters  were  born:  (1)  Evelyn 
married  Eugene  Hansen  (see  Andrew  Hansen  Family). 
(2)  Frieda  married  Donald  Grady  (died  1966)  has  four  child- 
ren: Chris,  Karen  (Mrs.  Paul  Hopman),  Cathy  (Mrs.  James 
Nicholsen,  and  has  two  children,  Jacqie  and  Jamie)  and 
Gary  (married  Debbie  Richards).  (3)  Virginia  (Mrs.  Merrill 
Underwood)  has  two  children,  Thomas  and  Richard.  (4) 
Phyllis  married  Robert  Hardy  and  have  two  children,  Penny 
and  Steven.  Chris  and  Nettie  Giesenhagen  moved  to  Prince- 
ton in  1956. 

WILBUR  H.CAREY 
Wilbur    H.    Carey    "Jimmie"    (1908-1971).    He   farmed 
southeast  of  Ohio  for  forty  years  and  was  also  an  electrician. 
He  married  Lenore  loder  (1909)  in  1931.  Children  are: 

Mrs.  John  (Wilma  Jean)  Kurfiss,  Sterling,  ill.,  D.  V.  M. 
James  Melvin  (1941)  married  to  Frances  Richards  (1946) 
of  Ohio  living  in  Belleville,  III.  Grandchildren:  Terrie  Sue 
Martin  (1957),  Heather  (1969)  and  Michael  (1974)  Carey. 

ANDREW  HANSEN 

Andrew  Hansen  (1860-1937)  was  born  in  Loland,  Den- 
mark and  came  to  America  about  1881  and  was  naturalized 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  in  1890.  He  settled  in  Ohio 
and  later  purchased  the  farm  where  Mabel  Aim  now  lives. 
He  built  the  house  and  barn  that  are  still  being  used.  He 
married  Christine  Jensen  (1894)  a  daughter  of  Peter  Jensen 
who  had  come  from  Denmark  with  his  family.  Andrew 
Hansen  and  Christine  had  six  children:  Mabel,  Martin, 
Walter.  Sophia,  Marie  and  Kermit. 

Martin  married  Esther  Damon,  daughter  of  William  and 
Mildred  (Jordan)  Damon  of  Van  Orin  (1919).  Four  sons  were 
born:  Eugene  married  Evelyn  Geisenhagen,  they  have  two 
children,  Delmar  ancj  Loretta.  Howard,  married  Marietta 
Haenstich,  they  have  five  sons,  Keith,  James,  Michael, 
Alan  and  Kevin,  all  of  Dixon.  Melvin  resides  in  Florida  and 
has  two  sons,  Douglas  and  Richard  of  Walnut.  Glenn  never 
married. 

Esther  Hanson  died  in  1935  and  Martin  married  Alma 
Ellis  (died  1974)  of  Stanford  in  1938.  They  had  one  daughter, 
Charlene  (married  James  Pearsall)  and  they  have  two  daugh- 
ters, Jill  and  Sarah,  and  reside  in  Peoria.  Martin  farmed  in 
Ohio  and  Kasbeer  area  until  his  death  in  1974. 

Eugene  and  Evelyn  Hansen  live  on  the  farm  that 
Evelyn's  folks  purchased  from  the  William  Mercers  in 
1928.  Eugene  is  affiliated  with  the  Ohio  United  Methodist 
Church  and  Ohio  Lodge  No.  814,  Friendship  Chapter  No.  376 
O.  E.  S.  of  Ohio;  Royal  Arch  Mason,  Orion  Council  and 
Temple  Commandery  all  of  Princeton  and  Mohammed 
Shrine  Temple  of  Peoria.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Kasbeer 
Farmers  Elevator  and  is  Ohio  Township  Supervisor. 


GORDON  MEISENHEIMER  FAMILY 
Gordon  Meisenheimer  of  Walnut  and  Violet  Blanchard, 
daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Blanchard,  were  married  in 
1934.  They  have  lived  their  entire  married  lives  in  Ohio  and 
are  members  of  the  Ohio  Methodist  Church.  Gordon  was 
employed  by  "The  Walnut  Leader"  newspaper  until  his 
retirement  in  1974.  Violet  has  been  school  treasurer  for  many 
years,  and  has  touched  the  lives  of  many  families  through 
her  teaching  of  piano  to  their  children.  They  are  the  parents 
of  one  daughter,  Lynne  (1941),  married  to  Fred  Swanson 
of  Princeton  who  is  engaged  in  the  construction  business. 
They  have  three  children:  Marilynne,  Charlene  and  Raymond 
Gordon  and  two  foster  daughters,  Laura  and  Kay  Handley. 

THE  BURKEY  FAMILY 
Katharine  Albrecht  Burkey  was  the  seventh  child  of 
Jacob  Albrecht.  Jacob  Albrecht  (1805-1878)  was  one  member 
of  a  family  group  of  twenty-three  who  came  to  America 
from  Bavaria,  Germany  in  1836.  He  was  thirty-one  at  that 
time,  with  a  wife  and  two  children,  (see  Jacob  Albrecht 
History).  He  was  owner  of  1,890  acres  in  Bureau  and  Lee 
Counties.  Jacob  gave  tracts  of  it  to  each  of  the  five  younger 
children. 

Katharine  Albrecht  (1850-1920)  married  Christian 
Burkey  in  1869.  Christian  Burkey  (1847-1933)  was  from 
Tazewell  County,  III.  They  lived  their  entire  married  life, 
over  50  years,  on  the  farm  known  as  the  Burkey  homestead 
that  Katharine  had  received  from  her  father,  Jacob  Albrecht. 
Their  family  consisted  of  eight  children:  Andrew  (1871- 
1937)  of  Iowa;  Jacob  (1872-1877);  Daniel  (1874-1952);  Amelia 
Burkey  Eigsti  (1876-1915);  John  (1878-1924);  Fred  (1884- 
1953);  Edward  (1886-1969)1  and  Anna  Burkey  Guither  (1888- 
1965).  They  built  the  home  which  Dorothy  and  Kenneth 
Esterday  now  live  in.  Only  three  families  have  lived  in  this 
100  year  old  house:  Katharine  and  Christian  Burkey,  Flor- 
ence and  Edward  Burkey,  and  presently  Dorothy  and 
Kenneth  Esterday. 

Edward  Burkey  was  the  seventh  child  in  his  family 
and  he  lived  his  entire  life  on  the  Burkey  farm.  He  married 
Florence  Guither  (1889-1965)  in  1912.  They  also  celebrated 
over  50  years  of  marriage.  The  Burkey  and  Guither  families 
were  musical  and  enjoyed  many  activities  related  to  music. 
Florence  Burkey  was  church  organist  and  pianist  at  the  Red 
Oak  Church  from  the  time  she  was  sixteen  until  well  into  her 
sixties. 

Florence  and  Ed  Burkey  had  three  children:  Milton, 
Caroline  and  Dorothy.  Milton  married  Eleanor  Hammerle 
and  they  own  a  dairy  farm  at  Warren,  Illinois.  They  are  the 
parents  of  five  children,  a  son  who  died  in  infancy  and  four 
daughters:  Virginia  McMillion,  Jacqueline  Roop,  Elizabeth 
Rosenberger,  and  Priscilla  Freese. 

Caroline  married  Frederick  Goeke  and  lives  at 
Lockport,  Illinois.  They  have  three  children:  David,  James 
and  Julia  Lamm.  Caroline  is  a  registered  nurse. 

Dorothy  married  Kenneth  Esterday  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  three  children.  Mike  graduated  from  Wartburg 
College  at  Waverly,  Iowa.  He  married  Terry  Filter  from 
Thiensville,  Wisconsin,  and  they  live  in  Nashville,  Ten- 
nessee. Karen  graduated  from  Western  Illinois  University. 
Linda  is  a  student  at  Western  Illinois  University. 

Dorothy  and  Kenneth  and  their  family  are  the  only 
surviving  Burkey  descendants  living  in  the  Ohio  area. 
Dorothy  has  taught  school  for  twenty  years,  the  last  fourteen 
being  at  the  Walnut  Grade  School.  Kenneth  was  in  the 
Navy  during  World  War  II  and  started  farming  when  he  was 
released  from  the  service.  The  farm  that  they  own  and 
live  on  was  declared  a  "centennial  farm"  in  1972.  Dorothy's 
great-grandfather,  Jacob  Albrecht  bought  it  in  1864. 
Dorothy's  grandmother,  Katharine  Burkey  and  Dorothy's 
father,  Edward  Burkey  owned  it  and  now  Kenneth  and 
Dorothy  Esterday  are  the  fourth  generation  to  own  the  land. 
It  is  good  to  have  our  "roots"  in  the  rural  area  known  as 
Ohio,  Illinois.  We  are  proud  to  be  a  fourth  and  fifth  genera- 
tion family  of  a  community  that  has  been  a  great  place  to 
grow  up  in  and  live  in. 


OLAF  C.ANDERSON 
Olaf  C.  Anderson  (1847-1933)  came  to  this  country  from 
Sweden  as  a  young  man  with  his  friend,  John  Trolson. 
Olaf's  brother,  Peter,  also  came  from  Sweden.  Olaf  worked 
for  Claris  Norris  in  Arlington.  In  1880,  he  married  Ellin 
Amelia  Hadell  (1861-1947),  who  also  came  from  Sweden  at 
the  age  of  five  with  her  parents,  Andrew  and  Emma  Hadell, 
and  brothers  and  sisters  and  had  settled  in  Arlington.  They 
started  farming  near  Kasbeer  and  reared  their  family  in  this 
area,  later  moving  two  miles  southwest  of  Ohio  in  the  house 
that  was  once  the  old  postoffice  on  the  Dad  Joe  Trail.  They 
had  seven  children:  (1)  Edith  (1882-1946)  married  Monte 
Young,  Geneseo  -  three  sons,  Calvin,  George  and  Harry. 
(2)  Arthur  Olaf  (1884-1949)  married  Mary  Grace  Gorman 
(1893-1924)  -  children,  Joseph  (died  in  infancy)  and  Orva, 
who  married  Leonard  Clifton  Carlson  in  1942  and  live  in 
Ohio.  Their  daughter,  Cathy,  married  Larry  Alan  Anderson 
and  have  two  children,  David  and  Amy  and  live  at  Walnut. 
Their  son,  David  L.,  is  married  to  Bonnie  Joann  Goble, 
have  one  son,  Eric,  and  reside  in  St.  Joseph,  III.  (3)  Dorothy 
Emma  married  Fred  Heuer,  six  chidren.  Her  second  husband 
was  Otto  Forristall.  She  still  resides  in  Wyanet  area.  (4) 
Elinor  Ann  married  William  Gorman  (1891-1937),  had  one 
daughter,  Grayce  Walter  and  has  always  lived  in  the  Ohio 
area.  Elinor's  second  husband  was  Charles  Johnston,  who 
served  as  Ohio  postmaster  for  a  number  of  years.  (5)  George 
Andrew  married  Phyllis  Denbo,  Ohio,  four  children.  Ted 
married  Barbara  Ball,  children.  Sherry  and  Mark,  they  reside 
in  Michigan:  Judith  (Mrs.  Charles)  Love,  one  son,  Tim 
and  resides  in  Colorado;  Renee  (Mrs.  Charles)  Murfin, 
three  children,  Mike,  Tim  and  Lori,  they  reside  in  Princeton, 
and  Thomas  married  Margaret  Wilson  and  resides  in  Bloom- 
ington.  George  and  Phyllis  live  in  Ohio  and  he  owns  and 
operates  a  Standard  Oil  Station  on  route  92.  (6)  Alice  Adell 
lives  in  Dixon,  has  one  daughter,  Marlene,  (Mrs.  Joy  Fahs). 
(7)  Howard  William  married  Lucille  loder  (1904-1963).  They 
have  six  children,  William,  Howard,  Robert,  Richard,  Sue 
and  Sally,  whose  families  are  listed  under  the  Joseph 
loders.  Howard  and  Lucille's  home  was  well  known  in  Ohio 
as  many  happy  hours  have  been  spent  at  picnics  with  boat 
rides,  fishing  and  horseback  rides  as  they  shared  their 
country  living  with  everyone. 

HIRAM  POMEROY  FAMILY 
Hiram  Pomeroy  born  1797  in  Conn.,  came  to  this  county 
in  1850.  His  son,  Leander  T.  Pomeroy,  born  1829  in  Jeffer- 
son County,  N.  Y.  came  to  this  county  in  1853.  Leander  T. 
married  Namy  F.  Wilson,  daughter  of  the  Stephen  Wil- 
sons', in  1856.  Their  children  known  in  Ohio  were:  a  daugh- 
ter, Hortense,  and  four  sons:  Charles  (wife's  name  Minnie) 
had  varied  business  interests.  Vespatian  "Vep"  (wife's  name 
Pearl  Balcom)  was  a  cashier  of  the  Ohio  Bank.  Sterling 
"Sterl"  (wife's  name  was  Helen)  was  a  judge  in  juvenile 
court  in  Chicago  and  also  Country  Judge  in  Kewanee. 
Stephen  (wife's  name  Azalia),  operated  a  general  merchan- 
dise store  in  Ohio,  and  had  a  daughter,  Caroline,  the  only 
descendant  of  this  line  of  Pomeroys.  Caroline,  a  fine  violinist 
and  graduate  of  the  American  Conservatory,  Chicago, 
toured  with  a  Lyceum.  She  married  Orville  Westgor,  Direc- 
tor of  Dixon  Theatre  Orchestra.  The  Westgors'  have  two 
daughters:  Mavis  (Mrs.  George  Bauer)  of  Cape  Coral, 
Fla.;  Joan  (Mrs.  Carl  Falkenstrom)  of  Hinsdale  has  three 
daughters,  Kim,  Robin  and  Julie.  The  Westgors  had  been 
married  47  years  when  Caroline  died  in  1970.  Caroline's 
grandfather  owned  a  section  of  land,  and  160  acres  is  east 
of  town,  this  is  known  as  the  L.  T.  Pomeroy  Estate  today. 

THEO'HARE  FAMILY 
Patrick  J.  O'Hare  was  born  in  the  Parish  of  Foghart 
Co.  Louth,  Ireland  in  1825.  He  came  to  Maytown,  Lee  Co.,  in 
1850.  He  ate  his  first  breakfast  at  Martin  McGowan's.  Mr. 
O '  Hare  being  industrious  soon  purchased  the  O '  Hare  home- 
stead three  miles  east  of  Ohio.  In  his  younger  days,  when  not 
busy  with  his  own  farms,  he  worked  for  others  with  what- 
ever they  had  to  do.  He  soon  became  known  as  "The  Jobber. " 


He  was  a  man  of  great  physical  strength  and  many  stories 
are  told  of  his  muscular  power  and  endurance. 

In  1863,  Patrick  was  united  in  marriage  to  Bridget 
Hanrahan,  the  daughter  of  James  and  Margaret  Hanrahan. 
To  them  10  children  were  born:  Mrs.  Phillip  (Mary)  Dome; 
Mrs.  James  (Bridget)  Tobin;  Mrs.  Michael  (Margaret) 
Warkins;  Mrs.  William  (Anne  Josephine)  Gorman;  James, 
Thomas,  John,  Patrick,  and  a  son  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
O'Hare  died  in  the  winter  of  1879,  leaving  nine  children,  the 
oldest  of  whom  was  15  years  of  age.  Mr.  O'Hare  died  in 
1907,  and  a  special  train  took  the  mourners  to  Amboy,  where 
he  is  buried. 

Mr.  O'Hare  owned  land  east  of  Ohio,  in  Ford  County, 
Illinois  and  in  Cunningham,  Washington.  Mr.  O'Hare's 
estate  was  divided  equally  between  his  children.  The  Mercy 
Home,  and  the  Immaculate  Conception  Church.  Descendants 
living  in  Ohio  bear  the  names  of  Gorman,  Warkins,  Kerr, 
Walters,  Anderson  and  Carlson. 

LARSON  FAMILY 

It  was  in  the  county  of  Willie,  the  state  of  Skona,  Sweden 
that  Lars,  (died  1903),  and  Elsie  Mortensen  (died  1898), 
raised  their  family  of  six  children,  Magnus,  John,  Nels,  Ed- 
ward, Carl,  and  Mary.  They  died  while  the  children  were 
quite  young,  and  while  the  children  were  in  Sweden,  they 
were  given  the  name  of  Larson,  derived  by  adding  "son"  to 
the  father's  first  name.  Magnus  and  Mary  stayed  in  Sweden. 
In  1904,  John  and  Nels  migrated  to  America  and  came  to 
Princeton,  and  later  moved  to  other  states. 

In  1906,  Ed  and  Carl  Larson  left  by  steamship  from  Mal- 
mo,  Sweden,  landed  in  New  York,  then  transferred  to  a 
tram  to  Princeton  where  they  were  met  and  taken  to  the 
Dennis  Downey  farm,  and  the  children  helped  to  teach  them 
English.  While  on  the  train,  they  saw  their  first  banana 
carried  by  the  conductor,  and  bought  some  and  like  them. 
Carl  worked  on  farms  for  several  years,  then  worked  with  a 
construction  company  in  Aurora  until  his  death  in  1954.  Ed 
worked  for  different  farmers  -  two  of  whom  were  William 
loder  and  Fred  Albrecht.  In  1917,  he  married  Millie  Albrecht, 
the  oldest  daughter  of  Fred  and  Anna  Albrecht,  and  estab- 
lished farming  on  Annie  Schell's  farm  where  LaVerne  loder 
now  lives.  Two  daughters  were  born  to  them  -  Ethel,  in  1919; 
and  Irene,  1921.  In  1930,  Ed  bought  his  own  farm  north  of 
Ohio  on  Easy  Road  where  he  lived  until  his  death,  in  1960. 
Millie  died  in  1972.  Ethel  married  Burnham  Grossman, 
Amboy,  in  1942,  two  sons,  David  married  Beth,  in  1968; 
children,  Christopher,  Allan,  Erin  and  Carl  married,  Carolyn, 
1975,  and  all  live  in  the  Amboy  area.  Irene  graduated  from 
Peoria  Methodist  Hospital,  in  1943,  and  served  as  2nd  Lt. 
in  A.  N.  C.  1945-1946,  then  resumed  nursing  in  Dixon,  and 
now  continues  to  live  on  the  home  farm  and  enjoys  the 
freedom  and  peace  of  the  country.  Her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Diana  (Robert)  Boward  married  in  1971,  graduated  from 
University  of  Iowa  with  a  B.  S.  N.  degree  and  has  two 
children,  Rebecca  and  Katherine  and  resides  in  Dixon. 

GEORGE  JACKSON  FAMILY 
George  S.  Jackson  and  wife,  Anna  Compton  Jackson, 
moved  to  Ohio,  Illinois  in  the  winter  of  1892-1893  in  their 
2nd  year  of  marriage.  They  lived  in  a  home  on  Long  Street, 
the  present  home  of  Wayne  Harris,  their  entire  lifetime. 
George  S.  Jackson  died  in  1940  at  the  age  of  72  years,  and  his 
wife,  Anna  C.  Jackson,  in  1955,  at  the  age  of  88  years. 

George  Jackson  did  carpenter  work  and  commercial 
feed  grinding  (with  wind  mill  for  power).  He  also  sold  and 
erected  wind  mills,  did  house  moving,  and  was  road  com- 
missioner for  several  years.  He  installed  the  first  telephone 
in  Ohio.  Ohio  had  been  allotted  ten  telephones.  The  Jack- 
sons'  telephone  number  was  10  until  the  dial  system  was 
installed. 

A  son,  Arden  C,  was  born  to  them  in  July,  1900,  and 
lived  in  Ohio  until  1958.  As  a  boy,  he  worked  one  summer 
at  the  Sisler  Creamery  for  the  going  wage  of  fifty  cents  a  day. 
He  was  in  the  trucking  business  for  himself  from  1921- 
1958.  In  the  late  20's  and  early  30's,  Arden  and  his  father 


owned  and  operated  a  tire  shop  and  gas  station,  iocated  Just 
north  of  the  bani<  buiiding.  They,  also,  owned  Guernsey  cows 
(first  l<ept  in  town,  later  on  the  farm)  and  bottled  and  sold 
whole  milk  for  ten  cents  a  quart.  Arden  owned  corn  shellers 
and  did  commercial  shelling  for  several  years.  He  sold  the 
corn  shellers  and  trucking  business,  and  in  1958  moved  to 
El  Paso.  Illinois,  where  he  and  his  wife  (Etta  Canney)  owned 
and  operated  the  Corn  Belt  Motel.  In  1964,  ho  retired  and  he 
and  his  wife  are  now  living  in  Lake  Worth,  Florida. 

Of  interest  in  past  family  history,  was  the  purchase  of 
40  acres  of  land  from  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  by  David 
Compton  (father  of  Anna  C.  Jackson)  for  the  sum  of  $600.00. 
The  deed  showing  the  date  of  purchase  as  March  27,  1865. 
This  parcel  of  land  remained  in  the  family,  until  sold  to 
Melvin  Grossman  in  1953. 

Henry  Jackson  (great-grandfather  of  Arden  C.  Jackson) 
owned  and  lived  at  one  time  in  the  house  on  South  Main 
Street,  where  Gene  Koons  now  resides.  Later,  this  same 
home  was  occupied  by  Andrew  M.  Jackson  (grandfather  of 
Arden  C.  Jackson). 

Andrew  M.  Jackson  and  Al  Walters  operated  a  General 
Store  in  the  late  90's  in  the  same  building  George  and  his 
son,  Arden,  later  had  their  tire  shop. 

MELVIN  CAREY 

Melvin  Carey  (1872-1953)  was  the  son  of  John  and 
Sarah  Stevens  Carey,  Walnut.  As  a  boy,  the  family  moved  to 
Tampico,  III.,  and  later  to  Sterling,  Kansas  where  his  father 
passed  away.  Melvin  lived  for  many  years  with  his  grand- 
mother. Nancy  Overholt,  in  Kansas  and  Oklahoma.  As  a 
young  man,  he  came  East  to  Indiana,  and  later  lived  with 
relatives  near  Van  Orin. 

In  1901,  he  was  united  in  marriage  in  Eva  Belle  Ken- 
nedy, daughter  of  Hugh  and  Margaret  Kennedy,  in  their 
home  near  Van  Orin.  The  Carey's  had  three  children:  Lola 
Margaret  (Mrs.  Wayne  Johnson),  Ohio;  Orva  Belle  (Mrs. 
Max  A.  Weston),  Naples,  Florida  and  Wilbur  Hugh, 
"Jimmie"  (married  Lenore  loder),  Ohio. 

In  1906,  Melvin  purchased  a  farm  from  Albert  Lewis 
southeast  of  Ohio  where  they  still  resided  until  his  death. 
He  was  indeed  a  self-made  man.  He  started  out  as  a  hired 
man  and  purchased  his  own  farm  in  1906.  For  twenty  years, 
he  was  president  of  the  Van  Orin  Bank.  He  also  served  as 
chairman  of  the  A.  A.  A.  program  in  Bureau  County  and  was 
a  trustee  of  the  Van  Orin  United  Brethern  Church  for  many 
years.  In  addition,  he  served  on  the  Board  of  Education 
for  rural  schools  and  Ohio  High  School  for  thirty  years  and  as 
a  trustee  of  Huntington  College,  Huntington,  Indiana. 

THE  FORRISTALL  FAMILY 

Five  generations  were  born  and  raised  within  a  25-mile 
radius  of  Ohio.  The  first  member  was  James  G.  Forristall 
(1806-1881)  who  came  from  New  Hampshire  in  Cheshire 
County  to  Berlin  Township.  He  built  a  cabin  north  of  Dover; 
he  paid  $1.50  per  acre  for  the  land.  In  1877,  he  owned  268 
acres  worth  $18,700.  Besides  grains  and  hay,  he  raised  po- 
tatoes and  set  out  apple  trees.  In  his  earlier  years,  he  carried 
a  gun  while  he  worked  in  the  field  and  repaired  fences. 
Later,  he  made  brick  and  built  a  home  and  the  Hazel  Grove 
School  which  both  are  still  standing.  He  had  seven  children, 
three  daughters  and  four  sons. 

The  second  generation  was  William  Forristall  died  in 
1929,  at  the  age  of  79.  He  farmed,  was  a  logger  and  a  great 
trapper.  He  was  married  to  the  former  Mary  Smith.  They 
had  seven  children-Roy,  Otto,  James,  Harry,  Glen,  Edith, 
and  Orie. 

The  third  generation  was  James  Ralph  Forristall  (1889- 
1958).  He  was  married  to  Martha  Elizabeth  Steder  (1894- 
1964)  in  1911.  They  farmed  all  their  life  in  the  Ohio  area, 
except  for  six  years  farming  near  Dixon  and  a  few  years 
working  in  town.  They  had  eight  children-Delbert,  Lyie, 
Claude,  James  Jr. ,  Anna  Marie,  Donna,  Rogene,  and  Clara. 

The  fourth  generation  is  LyIe  P.  Forristall,  the  only 
member  living  in  Ohio.  He  was  born  on  a  farm  northeast 
of  Ohio  known  as  the  Clayton  farm. 


He  served  in  the  Army  for  41/2  years  in  World  War  II, 
of  these  SVa  years  in  England,  Africa,  Sicily,  and  Italy.  In 
1947,  he  married  the  former  Ruth  Vock  of  Polo.  They  are 
the  parents  of  three  sons-Edward  Leo,  Harry  LyIe,  and  Steven 
John.  Edward  married  Margaret  Gorzenski,  1969,  and  they 
have  a  son,  Joel  (1974).  They  live  in  Bay  City,  Michigan. 
Harry  was  married  to  Mary  Jane  Shetler  of  Metropolis, 
Illinois,  in  1972,  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Amanda  Ruth, 
born  1975.  Mary  Jane  has  taught  in  the  Ohio  schools  for  six 
years.  They  live  two  miles  northwest  of  Ohio.  Steven  lives 
at  home  and  helps  his  father  in  the  shop.  LyIe  has  owned 
and  operated  a  welding  and  repair  shop  which  he  built  in 
1947  in  Ohio  at  107  East  Church  Street.  They  have  resided 
in  their  present  home  for  15  years  at  108  West  Long  Street. 
He  has  done  some  unusual  jobs  at  the  shop,  such  as:  cutting 
off  a  chocolate  syrup  can  lid  from  a  boy's  finger,  and 
repairing  artificial  limbs. 

DOUGLAS  HUGH  JOHNSON 

Douglas  Hugh  Johnson  (born  1941)  was  born  in  Walnut, 
son  of  Wayne  Triplett  Johnson  and  Lola  Carey  Johnson, 
great-grandson  of  early  pioneer  settler  in  Bureau  County, 
Hughey  Johnson.  In  1953,  the  Wayne  Johnson  family  moved 
to  a  farm  southwest  of  Ohio. 

In  1966,  Douglas  Johnson  married  Mary  Catherine 
Hart  of  Chicago.  In  1969,  they  purchased  their  present 
residence  at  215  S.  Main  Street  from  Nellie  Byrnes.  The 
Johnsons  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Julie  Marie 
(1967);  Rebecca  Irene  (1968);  and  Jamie  Hart  (1970). 

In  January  of  1977,  Mr.  Johnson  opened  Johnson 
Electrical  Service,  and  with  Randall  Farrell,  purchased  a 
building  on  Main  Street  from  Louis  Glash.  Mr.  Johnson 
is  a  volunteer  fireman;  his  wife,  Mary,  is  a  teacher  and  has 
been  active  in  church  and  school  activities,  and  is  currently 
a  member  of  the  village  board  of  Ohio. 

THE  DOWNEY  FAMILY 

John  Downey  (1798-1876)  was  born  in  Parish  Kenmore, 
County  Kerry,  Ireland.  He  married  Johannah  Casey  also 
born  in  Kerry,  Ireland.  They  had  two  children  while  living 
in  Ireland,  Molly  and  Elizabeth.  Shortly  before  they  left 
for  the  United  States,  Molly  burned  her  hand,  therefore, 
she  remained  in  Ireland  with  her  Grandmother  Casey  and 
came  to  the  United  States  at  a  later  date.  Elizabeth  was  two 
years  old  at  this  time. 

They  arrived  in  the  United  States  in  1833,  and  James 
the  oldest  son  was  born  about  six  months  after  they  arrived 
in  Illinois.  They  had  seven  more  children.  They  were  Dennis, 
Johannah,  John,  Ellen,  Mary,  Ann,  Margaret  and  Tim.  The 
place  where  the  Downeys  settled  was  in  East  Grove  on  the 
County  Line  (Jerome  and  Mary  Conner  now  live  on  the 
farm).  They  had  a  one  room  log  cabin.  John  Downey  was 
the  first  postmaster  in  East  Grove.  It  was  in  his  home  in 
1838.  Molly  was  not  able  to  come  to  the  United  States  till  she 
was  eighteen.  Her  folks  hauled  a  load  of  grain  to  sell  in  ex- 
change for  staples  and  went  to  Chicago,  the  nearest  trading 
post,  to  meet  her. 

The  John  Downey  family  and  the  Thomas  Sheehan 
family  were  the  only  two  Catholic  families  from  East  Grove 
in  the  Sandy  Hill  parish  when  the  first  Mass  was  said  in 
1840.  John  Downey  was  referred  to  as  Major  Downey. 

Tim  Downey,  the  Major's  youngest  son,  bought  part 
of  the  original  farm  and  later  purchased  another  eight  acres 
north  and  east  which  is  still  the  Downey  home.  Tim  married 
Margaret  Ellen  Kenney  in  1875  at  Amboy.  They  had  nine 
children:  John,  James,  Dennis,  Joseph,  Edmund,  Elizabeth, 
Margaret,  Mary  Ann  and  Francis.  Tim  farmed  and  was 
commissioner  of  highways  for  many  years  before  he  died 
in  1896. 

Edmund  stayed  with  his  mother  and  did  the  farm  work. 
He  later  married  Anna  Harvey  in  1917.  They  had  ten  children: 
John,  Edmund  (died  1936),  Eileen,  Frances,  Isabelle,  Robert, 
Joseph,  Evelyn  (died  1935),  Stephen  and  Harold.  Edmund 
and  Anna  purchased  both  farms  from  Edmund's  mother, 
Margaret,  and  kept  both  till   1951   when  he  sold  the  forty 


acres  which  had  originally  belonged  to  the  Major.  Edmund 
Downey  had  a  very  sharp  wit.  He  never  lost  his  sense  of 
humor  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  he  had  much  sickness  in  the 
family.  He  died  in  1973  and  is  buried  in  St.  fi^lary's  Cemetery. 

Francis  Downey  Morgridge  born  Jan.  29,  1890  is  the  only 
living  member  of  this  Downey  generation.  She  resides  with 
her  daughter,  Evelyn  in  Rockford. 

Edmund's  children  all  live  in  northern  Illinois. 
(1)  Francis  Wallace  is  married  to  a  farmer  and  lives  in 
Walnut.  (2)  Bob  owns  a  small  acreage  and  lives  in  Erie. 
(3)  Eileen  Coomes  lives  in  Dixon  and  is  a  busy  housewife 
and  grandmother.  (4)  Isabelle  Long  lives  in  Dixon  and  is  a 
school  teacher.  (5)  Steve  lives  in  Polo  and  is  a  farmer.  (6) 
John  lives  in  Rock  Falls.  (7)  Harold  lives  In  Rockford.  (8)  Joe 
and  his  family  are  the  fourth  and  fifth  generation  farmers 
in  East  Grove.  They  reside  on  the  eighty  acre  farm  that 
was  purchased  by  Timothy  Downey  in  about  1890.  Joe 
married  Elizabeth  Sims  in  1954.  They  have  five  children, 
Teresa  Downey  Gabriel,  Deborah,  Larry,  Paul  and  Amy. 

FRANK  G.  BLAINE 

Frank  G.  Blaine  (1870-1952)  was  born  in  Markesville, 
Prairie  County,  Pennsylvania.  He  had  a  brother,  Charley 
and  three  sisters,  Elizabeth,  Margaret  and  Ann.  His  brother 
came  later  and  went  on  and  settled  in  Tower  City,  North 
Dakota.  His  sisters  and  parents  remained  in  Pennsylvania. 

In  1895,  Frank  and  his  wife.  Cartes  Potter  Blaine  (died 
1908)  came  to  Buda  and  rented  a  farm;  Laurence  and  Leah 
were  born  there.  The  family  lived  five  years  in  the  Buda 
area  and  then  moved  to  a  farm  three  and  one-half  miles 
northeast  of  Ohio,  where  Hazel  and  Nellie  were  born. 

Laurence  married  the  former  Letha  Mitchell,  of  Wayne 
City,  III.  They  farmed  in  the  Ohio,  Walnut,  Princeton  and 
Rock  Falls  areas.  They  moved  from  Princeton  to  Ohio  in 
1971. 

Leah  married  Otto  Krieger  of  Ohio  and  they  farmed 
east  of  Ohio  for  a  number  of  years.  Their  daughter,  Orva 
Marie,  passed  away  at  the  age  of  nine  in  1929.  In  1957,  they 
moved  to  their  new  home  in  Ohio.  Otto  died  in  1975  and 
Leah  now  resides  in  Princeton. 

Hazel  now  lives  in  Chicago,  and  Nellie  was  married 
to  Al  Cashman  of  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania  and  died  in 
1971. 

Frank  and  his  second  wife,  Matilda  Hamann  (died 
1975)  of  Wauzeka,  Wis.,  had  the  following  children:  Edwin, 
Clarence,  Pearl,  Lester,  and  Charles. 

Edwin  married  the  former  Elizabeth  Fetzer  of  Ohio.  They 
live  at  the  sou'h  edge  of  Ohio,  east  of  the  Intersection  of  26 
and  92.  They  have  lived  there  since  they  were  married. 

Clarence  married  the  former  Anna  Mary  O'Brien  of 
Ohio.  They  have  three  children:  Clarence  Jr.  lives  at  rural 
Sublette  and  married  the  former  Marilyn  Spohn  of  Ohio 
(see  Phillip  Spohn  Family),  and  they  have  four  children, 
Laura,  Julie,  Brian  and  Amy.  Ron  married  the  former  Patsy 
Smith  of  Ohio;  they  now  live  in  Dixon  and  have  five  children, 
Lisa,  Angela,  Sheila,  Mary  and  Julie  Ann,  who  died  at  birth 
in  1976.  Betty  married  Gary  Stocking  of  Ohio,  and  they  now 
reside  in  Wyanet;  they  have  two  children,  Jeff  and  Cathy. 
A  nephew  of  Anna  Mary,  Bob  Randall,  came  to  live  with  them 
when  his  parents  died.  His  mother,  Eleanor  O'Brien,  was  a 
former  Ohioan.  Bob  is  married  to  the  former  Dori  Thompson 
of  Arlington;  they  reside  at  La  Moille  and  have  a  daughter, 
April. 

Pearl  married  Cecil  Piper  (died  1974)  and  they  had 
two  girls,  Carolyn  who  is  married  to  Darwin  Howell  of 
Nakomis  and  they  have  three  daughters,  Debbie,  Carol  and 
Tracy.  Daria  has  a  daughter,  Christine.  They  all  live  at 
rural  Amboy. 

Lester  married  the  former  Catherine  Ryan  of  rural 
Amboy.  They  have  four  children.  David  is  married  to  the 
former  Judy  Heller  of  Dixon.  They  reside  at  route  1,  Dixon, 
and  have  two  children,  Debra  and  Michael.  Douglas  married 
the  former  Diane  Mulligan  of  Mt.  Morris.  They  reside  at 
route  1,  Amboy.  and  have  two  children,  Kimberly  and 
Jeremy.  Dianne  married  Wm.  Morris  of  Dixon.  They  have 


two  children,  Cynthia  and  Gregory,  and  reside  at  route  1, 
Dixon.  Duane  is  a  student  at  Notre  Dame  University  at  Notre 
Dame,  Indiana. 

Charles  married  the  former  Ann  Ogan  of  Ohio.  They  live 
at  route  2,  Ohio,  and  have  six  children.  Janet  married  Denny 
Theriault  of  Chicago,  now  reside  in  Franklin,  Wis.,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Angela  and  Todd.  Steve  is  married  to 
Karen  Kapanach  and  they  have  four  children,  Debbie,  Sandy, 
and  twins,  Mark  and  Mike,  and  they  live  at  Somanauk. 
Jimmy  is  married  to  the  former  Linda  Watkins  of  Walnut 
and  they  now  live  in  Dixon.  Barbara  is  a  student  nurse  at 
Copley  Hospital,  Aurora.  Cathy  and  Jeff  are  still  at  home. 

Frank  and  Matilda  lived  on  the  home  place  that  Is  on  the 
east  edge  of  East  Grove  Township  from  1911  until  1942.  They 
retired  and  moved  to  Ohio  to  the  home  they  had  purchased 
from  Mike  and  Brida  Faley.  However,  it  wasn't  retirement 
for  this  couple,  Frank  bought  a  pony  and  rode  out  to  the 
boys'  farms  several  times  a  week.  Later,  he  got  a  red  three- 
wheeled  Cushman  motor  scooter  with  a  side  car,  and  it  was  a 
common  sight  to  see  him  traveling  in  his  little  red  machine. 
Matilda  never  turned  down  a  basket  of  clothes  to  iron  or 
mending  for  someone  that  didn't  get  it  done.  She  babysat 
for  many  little  ones  and  also  cared  for  sick  people. 


Joseph  La  Salle  and  Emma  Estelle  (Kiser)  Pomeroy 

JOSEPH  LASALLE  POMEROY  FAMILY 

Joseph  La  Salle  Pomeroy  (1863-1960)  came  to  Illinois  in 
1882,  from  Chaumont,  New  York,  with  his  sister,  Mary 
Abigail  (1860-1883).  In  1885,  he  married  Emma  Estelle  Kiser, 
in  their  newly  erected  home  east  of  Ohio. 

Joseph  La  Salle  Pomeroy  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
Order  of  Ohio  and  received  his  50  year  pin  in  1942,  making 
him  a  Charter  Member.  He  and  his  wife  were  initiated  into 
the  Friendship  Chapter  of  Easter  Star  when  it  was  organized 
and  were  honored  for  fifty  years  of  membership  in  1947  and 
became  Charter  Members. 

Joe  and  Emma  (died  in  1952)  were  the  parents  of  one 
son,  Oren  De  Lacour  Pomeroy  (1887-1948).  Emma's  nephew, 
Fletcher  Kiser,  also  made  his  home  with  them.  Joe  and 
Emma  moved  from  the  farm  and  in  1920  moved  to  their  new 
home  on  Lawn  Hill.  In  1932,  they  moved  back  to  their  farm, 
and  in  1944,  they  sold  their  farm  east  of  Ohio  (where  Grey 
Thompson  now  resides)  and  moved  to  Princeton. 

Fletcher  Kiser  married  Abbie  Hunter  in  1904  and  moved 
to  Walnut.  In  1907,  Oren  De  Lacour  Pomeroy  married  Mary 
Jeanette  (Nettie)  Anderson  (died  1945)  and  moved  to  the  farm 


east  of  Ohio  in  1919  and  in  1932  they  moved  northwest  of 
Princeton.  The  following  children  were  born  to  Oren  De 
La  Cour  and  Mary  Jeanette  (Anderson)  Pomeroy:  (1) 
Katherine  Emma,  born  1911,  married  in  1929  and  has  a 
son,  Harry  De  La  Cour  Nelson^  born  in  1934.  (2)  Joseph 
William  born  1912,  married  Phyllis  Juns  Paden  in  1937  and 
has  four  children:  Dixie  Lee,  1938;  David  Sterling,  1943; 
Joseph  Reid,  1953;  and  Robert  La  Salle,  1954.  (3)  Oren  De 
Lacour,  Jr.,  born  1916,  married  Geraldine  B.  Snyder  in  1940 
and  has  four  children:  Dana  Rae,  1946;  Oren  De  Lacour 
III  (Lake),  1951;  Rhonda  Marie,  1953;  and  Deborah  Leigh, 
1957.  Oren,  Jr.  served  in  the  Marines  during  WW  II.  (4) 
Frances  Jeanette  born  1917  married  Orie  Husser  in  1940  and 
has  two  girls,  Connie  Lynn,  1942  and  Mary  Jeanette,  1945. 
(5)  Mary  Margaret  born  1925  married  Irvin  F.  Birkey  in  1950 
and  has  four  children:  Randal  Irvin,  1952;  Jeanette  Ann, 
1953;  Richard  Oren,  1956;  and  Janine  Ellse,  1963.  There  are 
five  grandchildren,  fifteen  great-grandchildren  and  thirteen 
great-great-grandchildren,  surviving  Joe  and  Emma. 

A  big  event  in  Ohio,  happened  in  1935.  Three  couples 
celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary.  All  lived  in 
the  Ohio  area  all  fifty  years,  and  were  all  married  by  the  same 
minister.  They  were  John  and  Harriett  Anderson  Neis, 
Dec.  8;  Joseph  La  Salle  and  Emma  Estelle  Kiser  Pomeroy, 
Dec.  9;  and  Horace  and  Alice  Wood  Morse,  Dec.  10.  Their 
pictures  and  write  up  appeared  in  newspapers  far  and  wide. 

JOHN  KELEHER 

John  Keleher  (1830-1924)  was  born  in  County  Cork, 
Ireland.  He  was  married  in  1866  to  Elizabeth  Fitzgerald 
(1840-1910)  who  was  also  born  in  County  Cork.  They  were 
the  parents  of  three  sons,  William,  Edward  and  Patrick. 

He  immigrated  to  the  Ohio  area  in  1857,  served  as  a 
volunteer  soldier  all  during  the  Civil  War.  After  the  war,  he 
purchased  a  farm  south  of  Ohio  where  he  and  his  wife  farmed 
until  retiring  to  their  home  in  Ohio  in  1908. 

The  Keleher  family  were  members  of  the  Immaculate 
Conception  Church. 

LEWIS  REMSBURG 
Lewis  Remsburg  came  to  Ohio  Township  in  1854.  He 
worked  at  the  carpenters  trade  until  June,  1855,  when  he 
bought  his  first  80  acres  of  land.  This  land  was  bought  from 
the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Co.  at  $11.00  per  acre,  which  at 
that  time  was  considered  a  high  price  for  land.  By  1885,  this 
same  land  had  risen  in  value  to  the  almost  unheard  of  price 
of  $75.00  per  acre. 

In  1857,  Mr.  Remsburg  was  married  to  Mrs.  Emily  J. 
Losee,  daughter  of  Sylvester  and  Safrona  Cowles  of  Median 
County,  Ohio.  Lewis  and  Emily  Remsburg  set  up  house- 
keeping on  his  farm  upon  which  he  had  previously  erected  a 
lovely  farm  home.  To  this  union  were  born  six  children, 
Emogene.  1858,  Dilia,  1862,  Alta  1864,  William  1868,  Ger- 
trude 1872,  Minnie  1876.  Emily  Remsburg  had  one  child 
by  her  first  husband,  Dora  Losee,  1853. 

In  1873,  Dora  was  married  to  Arthur  W.  Chase  who  was 
engaged  in  the  drug  and  grocery  business  in  Ohio,  111.,  until 
his  death  in  1879.  Dora  and  Arthur  Chase  had  one  child, 
Addie  Welsley  (1879-1965).  Addie  was  married  to  R.  Marshall 
Cowl  of  Pittsburgh,  Penn.  in  1900.  Their  wedding  took  place 
at  the  Remsburg  home  where  she  and  her  mother  had  lived. 
Of  this  union  there  v/as  one  child,  Dorothy  Adaline  (Nelson). 
Marshall  Cowl  is  still  living  and  resides  with  his  daughter 
in  Princeton,  III. 

Lev/is  Remsburg  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1910,  owned 
280  acres  of  land  in  Ohio  Township  and  town  property  in  Ohio 
Village.  He  was  a  Republican  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church  in  Ohio. 

WALTER  GRANT  SMITH 

Walter  Grant  Smith  (1892-1955)  was  principal  of  Ohio 

High  School  from   1948  until   retirement   in   1954.    He  was 

born  in  Seaman,  Ohio,  son  of  Felix  Grundy  and  Mary  Ellen 

(Sharp).    He    married    Geneva    Rush    (1900-1964)    Milford, 


Illinois  in  1921.  Children  are:  (1)  Gerald  Eugene  (deceased). 
(2)  Marie  Elaine  (Mrs.  Eugene  Krahenbuhl  of  Dixon),  has 
two  children,  Kim  Douglas  and  Grant  E.  (3)  Evelyn  Irene 
Smith,  Dixon.  (4)  Lois  Mae  (Mrs.  Curtis  Piper,  Marengo) 
has  two  children,  Christie  Piper  Carey  and  Deborah  Lynn. 
(5)  Alice  Jeanne  (Mrs.  Ayala,  Davenport,  Iowa)  has  four 
children:  Daniel,  Bradley,  Michelle,  and  Gregory.  Walter 
Smith  graduated  from  ISU,  from  University  of  Chicago,  and 
is  listed  in  "Who's  Who  in  American  Education,  1945." 
Author  of  songs,  "Autumn  Day"  1914  and  "Spray  of  Orange 
Blossoms",  1916. 

RICHARD  NEIS  FAMILY 

Richard  Neis  and  wife,  Catherine  Eiermann  Neis  and 
their  five  children  came  to  Ohio  in  1871 .  This  was  the  end  of 
a  journey  that  had  brought  them  from  Germany.  They  settled 
in  a  house  which  still  stands  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
Memorial  and  Van  Buren.  Mr.  Neis  died  in  1883,  leaving 
Mrs.  Neis  and  family  of  eight  children,  one  having  died  in 
infancy.  Through  hard  work,  Mrs.  Neis  reared  the  family 
and  lived  in  the  same  house  until  her  death  in  1917. 

The  children  each  chose  a  spouse  from  the  Ohio  area  or 
associated  with  Ohio.  John  married  Harriet  Anderson,  daugh- 
ter of  Fenwick  and  Jeanette  Anderson,  in  1885.  Eva  married 
John  Crannell  in  1885.  Katherine  married  Harvey  Vickrey 
in  1889.  Mary  married  James  Fenton  in  1890.  Anna  married 
Robert  Spencer  in  1895.  Clara  married  Philip  Shaub  in 
1903.  Elizabeth  married  George  Baker  in  1912.  Ida  married 
Alfred  Curnow  in  1897.  All  left  Ohio  except  for  John,  who 
went  into  business  and  Anna  who  was  assistant  postmaster, 
tax  collector  and  worked  in  her  brother's  store.  She  later 
lived  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Leo  Bass  in  Walnut. 

After  their  marriage,  John  and  Harriet  Neis  purchased 
a  home  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Memorial  and  Van  Buren 
Streets.  In  1913,  this  house  was  replaced  by  the  house  which 
still  stands.  John  Neis  was  in  business  m  Ohio  until  his  death 
in  1939.  At  one  time  he  operated  a  business  selling  Carriages, 
Buggies,  Wagons  and  Sleighs  and  hired  a  blacksmith  to  work 
in  his  shop.  The  sign  above  his  door  read,  "Specialize  in 
Blacksmithing".  He  was  also  in  the  lightning  rod  and  insur- 
ance business.  In  1908,  he  opened  a  general  store  in  a 
building  just  south  of  what  was  at  that  time  the  bank.  Later, 
this  developed  into  a  variety  store.  In  the  early  1900's,  Mr, 
Neis  opened  a  bowling  alley  in  a  building  extending  from 
Railroad  Street  to  Van  Buren  Street;  it  later  became  a  movie 
theater  and  the  building  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1936. 

The  John  Neis's  adopted  a  boy  who  died  in  youth.  They 
later  had  two  children:  Adelbert  and  jeannette  (Mrs.  Fred 
Sorensen);  Adelbert  "Ducky"  was  a  pharmacist  and  owned 
drug  stores  in  Manlius,  La  Moille,  Amboy  and  Ohio.  "Ducky" 
married  Bertilla  Dyer  and  had  two  children;  Betty  (Mrs. 
Richard  Neuses)  of  Connecticut  and  Jack.  Jack  operated  the 
Neis  Drug  Sundries  in  Ohio  until  moving  to  Crystal  Lake.  Jack 
and  wife,  Eileen  (Sharkey)  have  three  children:  Marl,  Tom 
and  Molly  (deceased). 

ENRIGHT  FAMILY  HISTORY 
Daniel  Enright  (1833-1897)  came  to  the  U.  S.  A.  in  1855 
at  the  age  of  22.  His  wife,  Bridget  Doran  Enright  (1842- 
1911)  came  to  the  U.  S.  A.  at  the  age  of  13.  Both  came  from 
Ireland.  Shortly  after  coming  to  Illinois  in  1862,  Daniel 
married  Bridget  Doran  and  lived  in  Ohio  where  Frank 
Warkins  lives  today. 

Mr.  Enright  helped  build  the  railroad  through  Ohio  in 
1871  and  remained  on  as  maintenance  crew  foreman.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Enright  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  five 
sons,  Daniel,  William,  James,  Joseph,  and  Edward,  and  six 
daughters,  Margaret,  Nell,  Sadie,  Sarah,  Lizzie,  and  Bell, 
one  child  died  in  infancy.  Of  these  children,  only  two  re- 
mained in  the  Ohio  area  as  adults,  Margaret  Enright,  who 
married  John  McGann,  and  Edward  Enright. 

Edward  Enright  (1875-1931)  lived  in  Ohio  until  20  years 
of  age,  when  he  went  to  Chicago.  He  married  Emma  Hobert 
(1878-1972)  and  worked  and  lived  in  the  Chicago  and  Earl- 
ville  area  before  returning  to  farm  the  W.  W.  Wilson  farm 


at  Ohio.  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Edward  Enright  were  the  parents 
of  three  children,  Mildred  Enright  Swarts,  Princeton; 
Jeanette  Enright  Potts,  Ohio;  and  Eugene  B.  Enright,  Ohio. 

Eugene  B.  Enright,  born  in  Earlville  in  1912,  moved  to 
Ohio  at  the  age  of  two.  In  1934,  he  married  Louise  Dalziel 
(died  1975),  and  this  same  year  he  started  working  for  the 
Illinois  Oil  Co.,  as  a  Commissioned  Agent.  In  1945,  he  bought 
the  holdings  of  this  company  and  became  the  owner  and 
operator  of  the  Ohio  Home  Oil  Co.  In  1972,  he  leased  his 
company  to  the  present  operators,  James  Spratt  and  Ben- 
jamin Stocking. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  B.  Enright  are  the  parents  of  six 
children:  Joanne  Enright  Stocking,  Gloria  Enright  Stocking, 
Ohio;  Edward  Enright,  Princeton;  Noreen  Enright,  Dixon; 
Denise  Enright,  Ohio;  and  Patrick  Enright,  Ohio.  Mr.  En- 
right lives  at  304  E.  Van  Buren  Street. 

ISAAC  PARSONS  FAMILY 

Isaac  Parsons  (1833-1891)  was  born  in  New  York  State 
and  moved  to  Illinois  in  1850  with  his  parents.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Fannie  Hawkins  (1837-1908)  who  was  born  in  Lorain 
County,  Ohio,  and  came  to  Illinois  at  age  of  eleven  with  her 
parents  and  settled  in  Lee  County.  The  Isaac  Parsons  home 
was  a  mile  west  of  Ohio  where  the  Donald  Mungors  now  live. 
They  had  four  children:  Electa  Ann,  Homer  W.,  G.  Mortimer 
and  Estella  A. 

Homer  W.  Parsons  married  Frances  Haskell  and  farmed 
north  of  Ohio  on  route  26.  They  had  three  children;  Clair  J. 
(wife,  Pearl  Albrecht),  Esther  (Mrs.  Lyman)  Jones,  now  of 
rural  Ohio  and  Vira  (Mrs.  Ralph)  Elgin,  who  resides  in 
Princeton. 

Clair  never  moved  off  the  farm  where  he  was  born.  His 
wife  preceded  him  in  death  and  he  died  in  1976.  His  daugh- 


ter, Jeanette  (Mrs.  Marvin)  Hunt  and  family  are  now  living 
on  the  home  place.  The  Parsons  were  carpenters  and  farmers 
by  trade. 


EWALT  HISTORY 

John  Ewalt  and  Sophia  Peterson  came  from  Sweden 
about  1850.  They  met  and  were  married  in  New  York  City, 
lived  near  Edwards  Station  near  Peoria,  later  to  Wyanet 
and  then  to  the  Ohio  area.  They  lived  on  farms  north  of  Ohio 
and  their  son,  William,  (1873-1961)  attended  the  East  Grove 
School. 

In  1905,  William  married  Iva  Heaton.  At  that  time,  he 
was  working  at  the  carpenter  trade.  He  built  the  house  whure 
Eugene  Lehn  lives  for  his  family,  and,  later  built  and  lived 
in  the  house  owned  by  Albert  Albrecht  in  the  northwest 
part  of  town  and  assisted  in  building  the  present  United 
Methodist  Church.  They  are  the  parents  of  Robert  (1906); > 
Evan  (1909);  William  (1916);  Mabel  (1914);  and  Paul  (1920) 
who  died  in  World  War  II  and  was  buried  at  sea. 

Robert  married  Dorothy  Worrell  (died  1973)  and  had 
three  daughters:  Sylvia  (Mrs.  David)  Seymour,  Sandwich; 
Barbara,  music  teacher,  Morris;  and  Paula  (Mrs.  Russel) 
Ross,  Earville.  Robert  still  resides  in  Ohio. 

Evan  Ewalt  married  Mary  Linerode  and  resides  on  their 
farm  known  as  the  Old  Bacorn  place,  and  their  son,  Evan 
James,  Jr.  lives  with  his  wife,  Gay  Opatrny  in  Boise,  Idaho. 

Mabel  Ewalt  (Mrs.  Ralph)  Dobbs  lives  in  Salem,  Oregon 
and  son,  Paul. 

William  Ewalt,  married  Eva  Moore,  Ohio,  daughter  of 
Alice  and  Harry  Moore  who  worked  for  many  years  in  the 
Sisler  Creamery,  and  now  reside  in  Iowa.  Their  son,  William, 
lives  in  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


Juanita  Dewey  Hey,  Joe  Hey,  irma  Phillips,  Darlene   Dewey  Sisler. 


EDGAR  PHILLIPS  FAMILY 

Edgar  Phillips  was  the  son  of  Alonza  and  Alzinia  Stiles. 
His  father  was  born  in  Warren,  Penn.  and  his  mother  in 
Bureau  County.  His  father  settled  in  Walnut  Township  in 
1857.  His  great  grandfather  was  Esquire  Phillips  of  the  Re- 
volutionary times  -  born  in  1758  in  Conn. 

Edgar  was  born  in  Walnut  Township  in  1884  and  married 
Irma  Scoughton  of  Walnut  in  1905.  Irma  was  the  daughter 
of  William  and  Caroline  Bard  Scoughton.  Irma's  father  was 
a  lather  and  probably  most  of  the  old  houses  in  Walnut  Town- 
ship had  lath  put  on  by  him. 

Edgar  and  Irma  lived  in  Walnut  Township  on  his  father 's 
farm  until  Iyi2,  when  they  bought  a  farm  two  and  a  half 
miles  southeast  of  Ohio  known  as  Kaiser  farm.  They  moved 
in  March  in  a  snowstorm  -  the  bobsled  upset  near  the  C.  A. 
Balcom  farm  -  saved  everything  except  one  can  of  hominy 
which  was  found  in  Spring.  At  this  time,  they  bought  feeder 
pigs  for  four  cents  a  pound  and  sold  them  fat  for  two  cents 
a  pound.  Also  during  the  depression,  corn  sold  for  twenty- 


five  cents  a  bushel  and  later  six  cents  a  bushel. 

Edgar  and  Irma  were  the  parents  of  two  sons,  Velvin 
and  Ronald,  both  born  while  living  near  Walnut.  Shortly 
after  Edgar  and  Irma's  retirement,  Irma  was  injured  and 
spent  twenty-six  years  in  a  wheel  chair. 

Velvin  (died  1963)  married  Ruth  Swanson  and  they 
lived  south  of  Ohio  on  the  Andy  Ross  farm.  Velvin  was  well 
known  for  his  Belgian  ten  horse  hitch  with  which  he  farmed 
many  acres,  and  drove  them  in  parades  in  Illinois,  Wis- 
consin, Iowa,  and  Minnesota.  Velvin  and  Ruth  had  two 
children,  a  daughter,  Virginia  (married  Norman  West  and 
has  four  children  and  lives  at  Barrington,  III.,  where  both  are 
teachers),  and  a  son,  Ray,  who  with  his  wife,  Janice  (Porath) 
and  daughter,  Rebecca,  live  on  the  home  place. 

Ronald  married  Ruth  Hayden,  who  have  one  son,  Joe. 
who  with  his  wife,  Karen  Rowe  and  daughter,  Kristie,  live 
east  of  Ohio  on  the  original  Gugerty  farm.  Ronald  lives  on 
the  Shawl  farm,  which  for  many  years  was  a  well  known 
place. 


WILLIAM  FETZER 

William  Fetzer  (1853-1936)  was  a  life-long  resident  of 
this  area.  He  was  born  in  Lee  County,  thie  son  of  Casper  and 
Fredrika  (Hoffman)  Fetzer,  His  sisters  were  Louise  and  Anna 
Fetzer,  Mary  Molln,  Kate  Nelson  and  Sarah  Gross,  and  his 
brothers  were  Edward,  John,  Henry  and  Charles, 

His  marriage  to  Mary  Miller  (died  1903)  took  place 
in  Clarion  in  1882  and  they  were  the  parents  of  five  children, 
all  of  whom  are  deceased.  They  were  Ida  Fetzer,  Martha 
Epperson,  Oscar,  Gilbert,  and  George. 

He  was  a  farmer  all  his  life  and  when  he  retired  from  his 
farm  east  of  Ohio,  he  resided  in  Ohio  until  the  time  of  his 
death. 

JOHN  FALEY  FAMILY 

The  first  Faley  family  emigrating  to  the  Ohio  area  were 
John  Faley,  (1825-1899),  and  his  wife,  Bridget  (Finn) 
Faley.  Both  were  born  in  Ballingang,  County  Monaghan, 
Ireland.  They  settled  and  farmed  northeast  of  Ohio.  To  this 
union,  eleven  children  were  born,  four  girls  and  seven  boys. 

After  the  death  of  John  Faley,  Mrs.  Faley  moved  to 
Chicago  where  she  could  find  employment  more  readily. 
The  sons  were:  Barney,  William,  and  Edward,  and  daugh- 
ters: Mrs.  Frank  Fitzpatrick  (Margaret),  Mrs.  Thomas 
Waters  (Catherine),  and  Mrs.  Eugene  Kelly  (Mary),  re- 
mained in  Chicago.  Ellen  preceded  her  in  death. 

Four  sons  remained  in  the  Ohio  area:  Tom,  who  operated 
a  tavern  on  Railroad  Street;  Mike,  who  farmed  in  the  Lee 
County  area;  Peter,  who  worked  in  the  Ohio  area  as  a  farm 
hand;  and  James,  who  after  he  married  Susan  Hannon  in 
1891,  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother-in-law,  Tim 
Hannon.  Together,  they  operated  the  harness  shop  on  Main 
Street  known  as  "Hannon  and  Faley".  After  the  death  of  Mr. 
Hannon,  James  Faley  operated  the  business  until  he  was  no 
longer  able  to  operate  it  in  1945.  His  son,  John  R.  Faley  took 
over  the  building  and  started  an  appliance  shop  which  he 
operated  until  1971  when  poor  health  forced  him  to  close. 
The  business  was  then  sold  to  Joe  and  Vivian  Goy. 

JAMES  FALEY  FAMILY 
James  Faley  (1864-1954)  and  wife,  Susan  (Hannon) 
Faley,  (1863-1906),  were  the  parents  of  the  following  child- 
ren: Bernard,  who  lives  in  Rochelle  and  for  many  years 
operated  a  tavern  there;  James,  deceased,  operated  the 
Chevrolet  garage  on  Railroad  Street  in  Ohio.  Michael,  de- 
ceased, was  a  mechanic  in  the  Ohio  area  for  many  years; 
John,  deceased,  co-worked  a  partnership  of  painting  and  wall 
papering  with  Harry  Gorman  and  later  owned  the  Faley 
(Appliance  Store;  Florence  (Mrs.  Clifford  Krapff);  Mary; 
and  Catherine  (Mrs.  Edward  M.  Donnelly)  still  live  in  the 
Ohio  area. 

MC  COY  FAMILY  HISTORY 

Patrick  Duffy  (died  1907)  was  born  in  County  Caren, 
Ireland  and  when  sixteen  years  old  came  to  America  and  set- 
tled ip  Harristraw,  New  York.  Four  years  later,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Ellen  Vaughen  (died  in  1882).  In  1854,  he 
came  to  Illinois  and  in  1868,  he  moved  to  East  Grove.  Seven 
children  were  born  to  bless  their  marriage.  Two  of  the  child- 
ren were  Ellen  and  Thomas  Duffy. 

Ellen  married  James  Donovan  (born  1854)  of  East  Grove 
in  1881.  James  Donovan  was  the  son  of  Dennis  and  Mary 
(Downey  Todd)  Donovan.  He  had  one  sister  and  three  half- 
sisters.  One  was  Mrs.  Mat  McCormick  of  Ohio  and  one 
half  brother,  Wm.  Todd,  Sr.  of  East  Grove.  To  them  seven 
children  were  born:  Mrs.  L.  W.  (Ellen)  Walters,  Mrs.  M.  E. 
(Mary)  Keleher,  Frank  and  James  Donovan,  Mrs.  John 
(Alice)  McCoy,  Mrs.  Chas.  (Loretta)  Dunn  and  Edward 
(died  in  1906).  James  Donovan  was  better  known  as  Squire 
Donovan  and  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  more  than  twenty 
years.  In  1914,  they  built  a  new  home  and  were  only  moved 
in  a  short  time  when  James  Donovan  died.  His  wife,  Ellen, 
lived  on  in  the  same  house  with  her  daughter,  Alice,  until 
her  death  in  1942. 

Alice  Donovan,  born  1893,  the  daughter  of  James  and 


Ellen  Donovan  married  John  McCoy  in  1917.  John  was  born 
in  1887,  In  Walton,  the  son  of  James  and  Alice  (Murphey) 
Mc  Coy.  At  that  time,  he  moved  to  East  Grove  Township  onto 
the  Donovan  farm.  To  them  five  children  were  born:  Patricia 
(deceased).ln  1946, James  married  Mary  Casicly  of  Ar- 
lington and  died  in  1957;  Lillian  Farley  of  Tampa,  Florida; 
Mrs.  Edward  (Alice  Catherine)  Garland  of  Rock  Falls;  and 
Mrs.  Dennis  (Esther)  Fielding  of  Tucson,  Arizona.  John 
McCoy  died  in  1958  and  his  wife,  Alice,  is  in  a  nursing  home 
in  Sterling. 

The  family  farm  dates  back  113  years  to  July  22,  1864, 
when  Mary  (Donovan)  Todd  purchased  120  acres  for  $1152.00 
from  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company.  Living  on  the 
family  farm  is  Donald  Garland  and  his  wife,  Mary  Pat,  who 
is  John  and  Alice  Mc  Coy's  grandson. 

LESTER  SCHULTZ  FAMILY 

Lester  Schultz  and  Eleanor  May  were  married  in  1937. 
They  have  resided  at  their  present  home  since  1942  when  they 
purchased  it  from  Mary  Johnson.  They  own  Schultz  Trucking 
and  farmland  near  Ohio.  Lester  served  on  the  Ohio  Grade 
School  Board  for  twenty-five  years.  Eleanor  has  served  as 
bookkeeper  for  their  business.  They  are  members  of  the 
Ohio  Methodist  Church,  where  Eleanor  serves  on  the  Board 
of  Trustees.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Arlen  and 
Linda. 

Arlen  was  born  in  1939.  He  was  active  in  FFA  and  4-H 
activities.  He  raised  Purebred  Chester  White  Swine  for  over 
twenty  years,  exhibiting  at  many  state  and  national  shows. 
He  married  Delma  Farrell  and  they  are  the  parents  of  six 
children:  Diana,  Bruce,  Bridget,  Douglas,  Darren  and  Tina. 
Arlen  serves  on  the  Ohio  High  School  Board  and  he  works 
with  Schultz  Trucking. 

Linda  was  born  in  1952.  She  was  active  in  4-H  and 
showed  Poland  China  Swine  at  state  and  national  shows. 
She  graduated  from  Sauk  Valley  College  and  is  a  Registered 
Nurse.  She  was  chosen  Bureau  County  Fair  Queen  and  was 
the  first  Bureau  County  Queen  chosen  State  Fair  Queen.  She 
married  Charles  Jones  and  they  have  two  children,  Charles 
and  Christa. 

VINCENT  SNODGRASS  FAMILY 
Vincent  Snodgrass,  born  in  southern  Indiana  in  1889, 
and  his  wife,  Clara  (1884-1971),  moved  to  the  Ohio  area 
in  1915  with  their  daughter,  Ella,  born  1915,  Clara's  mother, 
Luella  Dee,  and  her  son.  Sterling  Dee.  Vincent  and  Luella 
Dee  formed  a  partnership  and  rented  a  farm  from  J.  D. 
Hoffert.  Two  years  later,  Mrs.  Dee  married  Sherman  Sargent 
of  Limerick  and  turned  her  interest  over  to  Sterling,  who 
remained  with  the  Snodgrass  family  the  rest  of  his  life. 
After  moving  to  Ohio,  three  sons  were  born  to  Vince  and 
Clara:  LeRoy  (1916-1975)  married  Virginia  May  and  had  four 
daughters,  Rosalie,  Judy,  Carol  and  Patti.  Harold  (1919- 
1975)  married  Mary  Quest  and  had  two  daughters,  Ann  and 
Marjorie.  Francis  was  born  in  1926,  married  Donna  Long, 
they  have  two  children,  Tim  and  Kim,  they  reside  on  the  farm 
southwest  of  Ohio.  In  1930,  the  Snodgrass  family  moved  to 
the  243  acre  Parchon  farm  they  had  purchased,  and  Vince 
and  Ella  still  reside  there.  Vince  is  an  ardent  "Cubs"  fan  and 
seldom  misses  a  game. 

WAYNE  HARRIS  FAMILY 

Wayne  Harris  and  wife,  Jane  (Baumgartner)  and  family 
moved  to  Ohio  in  1960  and  purchased  their  home  from  Wes 
and  Amada  Gobel.  Wayne  is  employed  with  Strunk  Bros. 
Construction  of  Tiskilwa  and  Jane  is  Activity  Director  for 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America  Life  Insurance  Co.  Jane's 
parents  were  both  reared  in  Ohio.  Her  father,  Howard 
(see  Henry  Christian  Baumgartner)  and  her  mother,  Esther 
(King)  was  the  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  King  and  the 
King  home  was  where  the  home  of  Mrs.  Charles  Johnston  is, 

Wayne  and  Jane  have  two  children:  Mrs.  Andrew  L. 
(Sharon)  Spohn  of  Walnut  and  James  of  Princeton.  Four 
grandchildren:  Lance  and  Jody  Harris;  Michelle  and  Michael 
Spohn. 


HAROLD  COULTER  FAMILY  HISTORY 

Harold  Coulter's  grandfather  was  James  L.  Coulter, 
born  in  1856,  ttie  son  of  Robert  and  Catherine  Smith  Coulter, 
who  was  a  daughter  of  Dad  Joe  Smith,  a  very  early  settler 
of  Ohio  Township  in  1828.  James  L.  Coulter  married  Melissa 
Kasbeer  at  Kasbeer,  in  1887,  and  they  had  4  sons,  Raymond 
B.,  Leslie  Dean,  J.  Milton,  and  Glenn  G.,  who  were  born  in 
a  house  just  6  miles  south  of  the  Dad  Joe  Tavern. 

Leslie  Dean  Coulter  married  Emma  G.  Lamb  at  Kas- 
beer, in  1910  and  their  children  were  Helen,  Curtis,  Robert, 
Harold,  Donald,  Pearl,  and  James  L.  Three  are  deceased 
and  three  have  moved  from  Ohio  Township. 

Harold  Coulter  married  Harriet  Durham  of  Walnut,  in 
1939  and  their  first  daughter,  Jeanne  Marie,  was  born  in 
the  same  house  where  her  father  and  grandfather  were  born. 
The  Harold  Coulters  had  a  second  daughter,  Carolyn  Ann 
who  lives  in  Davenport,  Iowa.  Jeanne  M.  Coulter  married 
David  O'Melia  in  1962,  they  have  2  sons  and  live  in  Milan. 
Harold  Coulter  has  always  been  a  farmer  and  lives  on  a  farm 
one  mile  east  of  his  birthplace,  3  miles  south  of  Ohio,  Illinois. 

Please  note  that  Harold  Coulter's  grandfather's  grand- 
mother, Catherine  Smith  was  the  cook  at  the  Dad  Joe  Tavern 
and  in  1828  a  loaf  of  her  homemade  bread  sold  for  $1 .00. 

ROBERT  H.  DALE  FAMILY 
Robert  H.  Dale  was  born  in  Manlius  Township  in  1925. 
He  joined  the  Army  in  1943  and  was  discharged  in  1946. 
Bob  married  Suzanne  Andersen  of  Walnut  in  1949.  In  1950, 
they  moved  to  a  farm  northwest  of  Ohio  formerly  known  as 
the  Armstrong  Place.  They  are  the  parents  of  six  children. 
Barbara  (now  Mrs.  Randal  Martin)  graduated  from  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois  in  1972.  James  (married  Joyce  Morris 
in  1975  and  they  have  one  son,  Michael  and  reside  in  Amboy). 
Ronald  attended  Eureka  College  and  died  in  1976.  William 
is  a  student  at  Illinois  State  University  at  Normal.  Joe  is  a 
student  at  Western  Illinois  University  at  Macomb.  Thomas 
is  at  home. 

PLAPP  FAMILY 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vance  Plapp  came  to  Ohio  in  1949.  Mr. 
Plapp  taught  for  23  years  in  the  Ohio  Grade  and  High  School 
music  departments.  He  had  many  outstanding  singing 
groups  and  quartets  that  entertained  throughout  the?*'sur- 
rounding  communities. 

Mr.  Plapp  retired  from  teaching  in  1972,  but  has  con- 
tinued his  service  as  a  school  bus  driver  completing  his 
28th  year  of  driving  this  year. 

Mr.  Plapp  is  the  son  of  the  late  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ezra 
Plapp  who  was  minister  of  Red  Oak  Church  from  1921- 
1929.  Mrs.  Plapp  was  Fern  Glafka,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Marie  Glafka  of  Walnut.  Fern  operated  a  beauty  shop  in 
Walnut  and  Ohio  communities  for  over  40  years. 

The  Plapp  family  was  very  active  in  church,  school  and 
community  activities.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Plapp  have  three 
children:  a  daughter,  Kay,  married  Neal  Shurson  of  Adams, 
Minn.,  where  they  live  on  a  farm,  they  have  5  children, 
A  daughter,  Glenda,  married  Allen  Shurson,  Adams,  Minn.; 
they  live  in  Walnut,  and  are  in  the  electrical  business  and 
have  two  children.  A  son,  Nile  Plapp,  married  Cathy  Klehr 
of  Shakopee,  Minn.;  they  have  2  sons  and  Nile  is  a  partner 
in  the  Centich  Electronic  Corp.  in  Minneapolis  and  they 
live  in  Bloomington,  Minn. 

KNUTH  FAMILY 

Ludwig  Knuth,  and  his  wife,  Louise  (Meihsner),  came  to 
this  country  in  the  1840's.  They  first  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Bureau  County  and  later  moved  to  a  farm  in  East  Grove 
which  was  later  called  the  "Blake  Farm".  They  had  nine 
children:  William,  Herman,  Charles,  August,  Mary,  Martha, 
Emma,  Albert  and  Louis.  William  and  Herman  served  in 
the  Union  Army  during  the  Civil  War. 

After  the  war,  William  went  to  Iowa  where  his  descend- 
ants live  at  Vinton.  Herman  married  and  lived  in  Lee  County. 
His  children  were:  Mrs.  Sam  Randall,  Mrs.  Harry  Elgin  and 
Louis.  Albert  married  Martha  Anderson.  Their  three  child- 


ren died  in  infancy.  Charles,  died  when  still  a  young  man. 
Mary,  married  Ab.  Anderson.  They  had  one  son.  Pearl 
(deceased). 

Emma  married  Jacob  Albrecht,  they  had  three  children: 
Peter,  Lee  and  Mabel.  Lee  and  Mabel  went  to  Ontario, 
Canada  to  live.  August  married  Mary  Hannan,  and  they 
moved  to  a  farm  in  Iowa.  They  had  three  children:  William, 
Mary  and  Anna.  When  the  children  were  quite  young  their 
mother  died.  The  family  came  back  to  the  home  place  in 
Illinois. 

William  married  Elizabeth  Walter  in  1910,  and  their 
three  children  are:  Conrad,  Leo  and  Mary  Sophia.  Conrad 
married  Hilda  Montavon,  and  they  had  three  children: 
Antoinette  (married  Romano  Maschiett);  Mary  ACnle 
(married  Wayne  Lafrenz)  and  Conrad  Joseph  (married 
Rebecca  Rahde). 

Leo  married  Beverly  Durham,  and  their  children  are: 
Michael,  Mary  Joe,  Paul,  Billy,  Jon  and  Kathy. 

Mary  Sophia  married  Lloyd  Fiesel. 

Anna  Knuth  married  Fred  Cork  and  they  had  no  child- 
ren. Mary  "Doll"  Knuth  married  Charles  Carter  and  their 
children  are:  Sterling,  Marvin,  Lloyd,  Darwin,  Emma  and 
Russell.  Louis  married  Sarah  Scully  and  their  children  are: 
Glen,  Lester,  Irene,  Catherine  and  William. 

THE  PAUL  MILBRANDT  FAMILY 
Rev.  Paul  Milbrandt,  wife,  Mary,  and  two  daughters, 
Marlys  and  Christine,  moved  to  Red  Oak  in  1973,  to  serve 
as  pastor  of  the  Red  Oak  and  Ohio  United  Methodist  Church. 
Rev.  Milbrandt  attended  Evangelical  Theological  Seminary 
in  Naperville. 

The  Paul  Milbrandt  family  share  1977  as  a  special  year: 
Christine's  17th  birthday  was  February  17;  Marlys  21st  birth- 
day will  be  August  21;  Paul 'sand  Mary's  23rd  wedding  anni- 
versary will  be  August  23  and  Ohio,  Illinois  is  100  years  old. 

Rev.  Milbrandt  is  of  German  descent  and  is  from  Min- 
nesota. Mrs. ,  Milbrandt  is  of  Irish  descent  and  is  from 
Minnesota. 

VERNER  HENSEL  FAMILY 

Verner  Hensel,  born  1908,  was  the  son  of  George  P. 
Hensel.  He  resided  on  the  Phillio  Hensel  homestead  in  Dover 
Township.  The  father,  George  P.  Hensel  (1869-1935)  was 
also  born  there. 

George's  two  sisters  were  Mrs.  Eve  Hensel  Howard  of 
Ohio,  and  Mrs.  Jennnie  Hensel  Beatty  of  La  Moille.  They 
are  now  both  deceased.  George  married  Nellie  Trimble  and 
they  had  two  sons,  Verner  and  Evelyn  (Fuzzie  to  his  friends). 

Verner  Hensel' s  parents  purchased  the  farm  where 
he  lives  in  Ohio  Township  in  1918,  no  matter  what  the  Piatt 
Book  says.  Verner  attended  grade  school  at  the  Dodge 
School.  He  had  two  years  of  high  school  in  Kasbeer  and 
finished  his  schooling  in  Ohio.  In  1933,  he  married  Lillian 
Reynolds  of  Sheffield.  They  have  a  family  consisting  of  3 
children  and  8  grandchildren.  Their  children  are:  Verner 
Eugene  who  died  in  1962,  Joyce  (Mrs.  Gerald  Linker)  of 
Maiden,  and  Robert  Joseph  of  Walnut. 

Verner  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  Party  and  a 
member  of  the  Kasbeer  Church  of  Kasbeer.  This  carried  on 
a  religious  tradition  started  by  his  father.  His  father  was 
treasurer  of  this  church  for  26  years,  and  his  mother  was  a 
teacher  there  for  many  years.  Verner's  hobbies  are  attending 
gas  engine  and  threshing  shows,  and  collecting  antiques. 

ARTHUR  G.  WHITMYER 

Arthur  G.  Whitmyer  (1880-1968)  was  married  to  Mae 
Lorenson,  born  in  1882,  in  La  Salle  in  1903. 

The  Whitmyers  moved  to  Ohio  from  a  Sublette  farm 
in  1955  and  lived  there  until  his  death.  Mrs.  Whitmyer 
now  resides  at  Sunrise  Nursing  Home,  Mendota. 

They  were  the  parents  of  two  children:  Mrs.  William 
(Darlene)  Grossman,  who  with  her  husband  have  livari 
nortneast  of  Ohio  an  tneir  married  life  and  farmed,  (see 
Grossman).  Their  son,  Glenn,  married  Beulah  Randall, 
they  lived  in  Dixon  throughout  their  marriage.  Glenn  and 
their  son,  LaVerne,  are  deceased. 


GUSTAV  GROSSMAN  FAMILY 
Gustav  Grossman  was  born  in  Chicago  (1882-1959)  and 
was  raised  there.  He  married  Lena  Hoffman  (187&-1946)  in 
1897  at  Princeton.  Tfiey  lived  first  at  Princeton  and  Walnut, 
Then  about  1902,  they  moved  northeast  of  Ohio  and  remained 
in  the  Ohio  area  farming  the  rest  of  their  lives,  living  in  three 
locations  north  of  Ohio.  At  his  death.  Gust  owned  579.82 
acres  and  in  1904.  purchased  the  original  Grossman  home- 
stead of  250  acres  in  section  35,  Lee  County. 

They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children:  one  died  in 
infancy. 

(1)  Frank,  never  married. 

(2)  Albert  married  Helen  Fahs,  had  two  children.  Ralph 
married  Dorothy  Barrett  Stevenson  and  Vernon  married 
Leona  Gerringer,  they  are  the  parents  of  four  sons. 

(3)  Elsie,  deceased,  was  never  married. 

(4)  William  married  Darlene  Whitmyer  and  had  three 
children:  Melvin  married  Janet  Andersen,  they  have  two 
children,  Richard  and  Elaine;  Mrs.  Elmo  (Caroline)  Koos, 
four  children:  Mrs.  John  (Lauraine)  Hays,  three  children 
including  Carmen  Sisler,  who  was  raised  by  the  Wm.  Gross- 
man 's.  and  married  Robert  Sissel. 

(5)  Elizabeth  married  Nicholas  Smith,  children,  Mrs. 
Gordon  (Vivian)  Johnson:  Ted  married  Fay  Baxter  with  sons 
Rick  and  Doug:  Nick,  who  married  Sandra  Smith,  three 
daughters:  and  Doug,  aeceased. 

(6)  Florence  married  Marion  Vick,  one  son,  Leonard 
married  Kafherine  Weerts,  three  children. 

(7)  LeRoy  married  Martha  Anderson,  their  children, 
Mrs.  Max  (Peggy)  Andreas,  four  children;  Mrs.  John  (Linda) 
Manzano,  three  children;  Mrs.  Judy  Eager,  one  daughter; 
Dennis,  married  to  Donna  Bolt. 

(8)  Burnham  married  Ethel  Larson,  have  two  sons. 
David  married  Beth  Harris,  three  children,  Carl  married 
Carolyn  John. 

(9)  Luvina  married  James  Baum,  their  children,  James 
Jr.  is  married  to  Delores  Burress,  two  daughters;  Kenneth 
married  to  Careth  Sargent,  four  children;  Mrs.  A!  (Kathy) 
Siebert,  two  children. 

Relatives  recall  that  Gust  helped  unload  coal  from  the 
railroad  cars  when  they  arrived  in  Ohio  and  would  spend 
several  days  at  a  time  hauling  wagon  loads  of  coal  out  to 
Henry  Oberschelps  where  bricks  were  made  at  the  brickyard. 

At  one  time,  there  was  a  post  office  cabin  in  the  timber 
on  the  "home  place"  where  the  mail  express  stopped  and 
exchanged  mail  on  their  way  from  Sterling  to  La  Salle.  The 
Indian  trails  are  still  visible  in  the  timber. 

WALTER  FAMILY  HISTORY 
About  the  time  of  the  Seven  Weeks'  War  in  Europe, 
when  Prussia  was  asserting  her  hegemony  in  Germany 
over  the  various  principalities  in  the  Rhineland  area  of 
Germany,  Count  Otto  Von  Bismarck  began  his  Kulturkamp 
in  his  newly  acquired  Rhineland  territories.  From  an  exam- 
ination of  various  maps  purporting  to  illustrate  the  division 
of  the  Rhineland  territories  prior  to  the  above-described 
time  in  history,  it  appears  that  Budesheim  near  Bingen 
on  the  Rhine  had  had  as  its  temporal  sovereign,  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Mainz.  This  territory  during  the  30  years  War  had 
been  described  as  Priests'  Row.  The  Kulturkamp  resulted 
in  the  expulsion  of  first  the  Jesuits  and  subsequently  many 
other  priests.  As  a  sidenote,  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the 
baptismal  records  of  Anna  Mary  Walter  in  the  parish  church 
of  Budesheim  were  written  in  French,  obviously  the  language 
of  a  visiting  priest  who  ministered  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  a 
people  who  had  been  deprived  of  their  priests. 

It  was  with  this  background  and  the  glowing  reports  as 
to  the  area  in  the  vicinity  of  Ohio,  Illinois  that  had  been  re- 
ceived from  Wendel  Wendel,  brother  of  Anna  Maria  Conrad, 
that  induced  the  Walter  family  to  depart  from  Budesheim 
near  Bingen  on  the  Rhine,  Germany  for  the  vicinity  of  what 
is  now  Ohio.  Earlier,  a  brother  of  Anton  Walter,  Sr.,  had 
migrated  to  this  area;  he  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  St.  Cloud, 
Minn.,  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army,  and  was  killed  in  the 
Civil  War. 


The  following  people  traveled  together  from  their  native 
land  of  Germany  to  Ohio,  Illinois:  Antone  Walter,  Sr.,  (son 
of  Mathias  and  Catherine  Schwerel  Walter)  and  his  wife, 
Sophia  (Conrad)  Walter  and  their  two  children,  Anna  Mary 
and  Peter  J.;  Sophia's  mother,  Mrs.  Peter  J.  (Anna  Maria 
Wendel  1813-1888)  Conrad,  Sr.,  and  her  two  younger  sons, 
Peter  J.  (1854-1913)  and  Fred  (1855-1900),  and  her  daughter 
who  married  Mr.  Walter's  brother,  Henry.  They  arrived  in 
June  of  1865. 

Antone  Walter,  Sr.  (1833-1914)  and  his  wife,  Sophia 
(Conrad)  Walter  (1835-1898)  and  their  two  children,  Anna 
Mary  and  Peter  J.  settled  in  section  2  in  Ohio  Township. 
Shortly  after  their  arrival,  another  son,  Anton  James,  was 
born,  August  1865.  Five  more  children  were  born  to  this 
union:  Katie,  Fred,  Elizabeth,  Henry  R.  and  Catherine.  Of 
these  eight  children,  Anna  Mary  born  1862,  never  married. 
Peter  J.,  (1864-1899)  married  Mollie  Truckenbrod  in  1895. 
Anton  J.  (1865-1955)  married  Elizabeth  Spohn  in  1892,  (see 
Anton  J.  in  this  article).  Katie  died  in  infancy.  Fred  married 
Jessie  McFarren  in  1890,  had  three  children  who  live  in 
California.  Elizabeth  married  W.  H.  Knuth  in  1910,  had 
three  children,  Conrad,  Leo  W.  and  Sophia.  Henry  R.  married 
Nellie  Ogan,  had  three  children,  Robert  F.,  Richard,  and 
Kathleen  (Mrs.  Dale  Doran).  Catherine  never  married. 

Anton  Walter,  Jr.  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  (Spohn)  had 
eight  children.  (1)  Peter  J.  never  married.  (2)  Louis  P., 
married  Anna  T.  Schaell  and  their  children  are,  Louis  P. 
Jr.,  and  Patricia  (married  Bernard  Dempsey,  has  seven 
children  and  resides  in  Peoria).  (3)  Abbie  married  George 
Fetzer,  had  two  children,  Casper  (deceased)  and  Mary 
Magdalen  (married  James  Fuller,  four  children  and  resides 
in  Muscatine,  Iowa).  (4)  Bessie  married  Vernon  Nothnagel, 
has  three  children.  Margaret  (married  J.  R.  Misfeldt  and  they 
and  their  family  reside  in  Amarillo,  Texas).  Paul  E.,  his  wife, 
and  family  reside  in  Clinton,  III.,  Marie  married  Richard 
L.  Anderson,  they  have  three  children  and  reside  in  Ohio. 
(5)  Magdalene,  never  married.  (6)  Frederick,  never  married. 
(7)  Margaret,  never  married.  (8)  Rose,  never  married.  The 
surviving  children  are,  Frederick  E.,  and  Bessie  Nothnagel; 
both  reside  in  Ohio. 

Elizabeth  Spohn  Walter,  wife  of  Anton  Walter,  Jr., 
was  born  in  May  Township,  Lee  County  in  1870,  the  daughter 
of  John  Spohn  and  Mary  (Haag)  Spohn.  John  Spohn  had  been 
left  a  widower  with  three  sons,  (1)  Barney,  two  of  his  child- 
ren who  resided  in  Ohio  were,  Frank  (married  Sadie  Al- 
brecht)  and  Isabelle  (married  Albert  Albrecht).  (2)  John, 
and  (3)  Phillip.  Mr.  Spohn  (died  1881  at  age  58)  married 
his  second  wife,  Mary  Haag,  (died  1928  at  age  83)  in  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.;  both  were  natives  of  Germany  and  had  the  following 
children:  (1)  Elizabeth  married  Anton  Walter,  Jr.  (2)  Adam 
married,  lived  in  Aurora,  left  no  survivors.  (3)  William 
married  Emma  Fahs  and  had  a  large  family.  Augusta  Martin, 
Elizabeth  Hohertz,  and  Mrs.  Zinke  reside  in  the  community. 

(4)  Andrew  married  Barbara  Walter  (daughter  of  Joseph 
Walter  Sr.)  and  their  children  were  Louis  and  Verna  (Goy). 

(5)  Louis  married  Maria  Walter  (daughter  of  Henry  Walter, 
a  brother  of  Anton  Walter,  Sr.)  and  their  son  was  Peter  J. 
Spohn.  After  his  wife's  death,  Louis  married  Elizabeth 
Walter  (daughter  of  Philip  Walter)  and  their  children  were, 
Philip  F.,  Andrew  and  Marie  (Obserschelp).  (6)  Abbie 
married  Mr.  Hinkle  of  Sublette  and  had  two  daughters. 
(7)  Lena  married  Henry  Fahs;  they  had  three  sons,  Louis, 
Fred  and  Francis. 

An  uncle  of  Antone  Walter  Sr.  also  settled  in  this  vi- 
cinity; his  name  was  Henry  Walter  and  his  sons  were  Joseph 
Sr.,  Phillip  and  Lawrence.  It  appears  that  his  daughter 
was  the  wife  of  Peter  Braden.  The  children  of  Philip  Walter 
were  Henry,  Elizabeth  Spohn,  and  another  daughter.  The 
children  of  Lawrence  Walter  were  Henry,  Joseph,  Phillip, 
Anton  and  two  daughters. 

Anna  Schaell  Walter  was  born  1894,  at  Metamora,  the 
daughter  of  John  J.  and  Catherine  (Monohan)  Schaell.  The 
other  children  born  to  this  union  were:  William  E.,  never 
married;  Brida  B.,  (married  Michael  A.  Faley,  had  one  son, 
Michael  J.  who  lives  with  his  wife  and  seven  children   in 


Peoria).  Eulalia  M.  "Lulu"  (married  Gerald  Clark).  John 
Charles  married  Loretta  Thurston.  Emmet  J.  married  Bessie. 
Charles  and  his  wife  had  six  children. 

John  J.  Schaell  (1860-1906),  the  son  of  William  Schaell 
and  Anna  (Malone)  Schaell,  was  born  at  Delevan  and  lived 
at  Metamora.  Other  children  born  to  this  union  were  Mary 
Irving  and  Julia.  William  Schaell  was  a  native  of  County 
Mayo,  Ireland,  a  part  of  the  Gaelic  Belt.  Later,  his  brother, 
John  and  family  arrived  from  Ireland  and  spelled  the  name 
"Scahill",  the  spelling  was  obtained  from  their  children's 
school  books. 

Catherine  Monohan  (1865-1935)  was  born  near  Wash- 
burn, the  daughter  of  Edward  (1825-1890)  and  Bridget 
(Daly)  Monohan.  Edward  was  born  in  County  Cavan,  Ire- 
land. Bridget  was  born  in  1841,  the  daughter  of  Martin  and 
Mary  Daly  (died  1884).  Martin  was  a  native  of  the  parish  of 
Egless,  King's  County,  Ireland;  he  died  in  1878  at  age  77. 
The  other  children  born  to  Edward  and  Bridget  Monohan 
were,  Martin,  John,  Charles,  Mary  (married  James  Don- 
nelly, had  three  children,  Edward  M.,  Winifred  "Bader"  and 
Veronica  "Fitzpatrick"),  Veronica  Sheridan,  Theresa  Harney, 
Ella  Manley,  Anna,  Rose,  and  Elizabeth  (married  John 
Murtaugh). 

The  other  descendants  of  Edward  Monohan  residing 
in  this  vicinity  are  Ramona  (Mrs.  Robert  Eidenmiller)  daugh- 
ter of  Raymond  and  Veronica  "Donnelly"  Fitzpatrick;  and  the 
following  children  of  Edward  M.  and  Catherine  (Faley) 
Donnelly:  James,  Bernard;  Joan,  wife  of  Edward  S.  Ander- 
son, and  family;  Franklin  and  wife,  Beverly  and  family. 


ANTON  WALTER 

Anton  Walter  (1833),  son  of  Mathias  and  Catherine 
(Schwerel)  Walter,  and  his  wife,  Sophia  (1835-1898),  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  J.  and  Anna  Marie  (Wendel)  Conrad  were  born 
in  Germany  at  Budesheim  near  Bingen  on  the  Rhine.  They 
came  to  this  country  in  1866  with  two  of  their  chidren, 
AnnaMary  (1862-1943)  and  Peter  J.  (1864-1899)  and  home- 
steaded  northeast  of  Ohio.  They  were  parents  of  eleven 
children. 

In  1905  "Aunt  Mary",  as  Anna  Mary  was  affectionately 
called,  "moved  to  town"  with  her  father  and  sisters,  Eliza- 
beth Louise  (Knuth)  (1874-1964)  and  Catherine  (1880-1913). 
In  1905,  Henry  R.  Walter  (1876-1951)  married  Nellie  Ogan 
and  farmed  the  homestead  until  late  1930's  -  children  were: 
Robert  (1907),  Kathleen  (Mrs.  Dale)  Doran  (1909)  and 
Richard  (1911).  Peter  J.  Walter  operated  a  hardware  store  in 
Mendota  until  his  death.  Fred  Walter  (1872)  left  the  area 
for  California.  Anton  J.  Walter  (1866-1955)  married  Eliza- 
beth Spohn  and  was  manager  of  his  uncle  Peter  J.  Conrads' 
farm  until  his  retirement  in  early  1950's.  Their  children 
were:  Peter  J.,  Louis  P.,  Abigail,  Elizabeth  (Nothnagel), 
Magdalene,  Margaret,  Frederick,  and  Rose. 

In  the  early  1900's  Elizabeth  L.  Walter  operated  a  dress- 
making and  millinery  shop  in  partnership  with  Miss  Clara 
Snow,  which  was  located  across  from  the  Immaculate  Con- 
ception Church  and  was  the  meeting  place  for  many  of  the 
young  people  before  and  after  church.  In  1910,  she  married 
William  H.  Knuth,  a  civic  minded  gentleman,  who  bought 
a  part  of  his  wife's  Uncle  Peter  J.  Conrad's  General  Store 
on  Railroad  Street  and  operated  a  men's  clothing  store  until 
his  death  in  1927.  Their  children  are:  Conrad  Walter  (1911) 
married  Hilda  Montavon,  children:  Antoinette  (Maschietto), 
Adele  (Lafrenz)  and  Conrad  Joseph.  "Connie"  was  post- 
master of  Ohio  from  1939  and  then  transferred  to  rural  mail 
carrier  in  1953.  Leo  William  Knuth  (1913)  married  Beverly 
Durham  -  oarents  of  six  children:  Michael,  Mary  Jo,  Paul, 
William,  Jon  and  Kathleen.  Mary  Sophia  Knuth  (1914) 
married  Lloyd  Fiesel  -  children:  Christopher  and  Debbie. 

After  Mr.  Knuth's  death,  Mrs.  Knuth,  with  the 
assistance  of  her  sons,  operated  "W.  H.  Knuth  &  Co."  until 
1946,  then  sold  the  business  to  Peter  J.  Spohn.  Leo  W. 
Knuth  bought  the  business  of  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  from 
Peter  J.  Spohn  and  operated  it  from  1946  to  1957. 


JOSEPH  WALTER 

Joseph  Walter  (1838-1934)  and  his  wife,  Catherine 
(Fuchs)  Walter  (1840-1904)  came  to  America  in  1864,  from 
Bingham  on  the  Rhine,  Germany,  where  they  were  both 
born.  They  settled  in  the  Ohio  community  and  after  fourteen 
years,  they  bought  the  farm  northeast  of  Ohio  where  he  lived 
for  52  years  until  his  death.  They  had  thirteen  children: 
Simon,  Wendell,  John,  Lawrence,  Joseph  (Sp.  Am.  War 
Vet),  Katherine  (married  W.  J.  Sharkey),  Elizabeth  (married 
F.  Mc  Cann  and  J.  R.  Knight),  Barbara  (married  Andrew 
Spohn),  Clara  (married  Chas.  Goy),  Margaret  (married 
John  Murray),  Mary  (married  Clarence  Conner),  Anne 
(married  Clyde  Palmer),  and  Augusta  (married  Wm.  R. 
Ogan). 

Augusta  (1885-1949)  married  Wm.  "Pete"  Ogan  (1883- 
1952)  in  1906.  They  farmed  in  the  Ohio  area,  moving  to  the 
Walter  farm  in  1927  to  farm  and  care  for  her  aning  father. 
They  raised  four  children:  Dorothy  (married  Carlyle  Morton, 
(see  Mnrton  History);  Howard  (married  Dorothy  Krieger)-; 
Alice:  and  Ann  (married  Chas.  Blame). 

Howard  Ogan  bought  and  has  lived  on  the  Walter  farm 
since  1942.  He  has  two  sons:  Richard  lives  in  Ohio  and  Wm. 
H.  Jr.  (married  Claudia  Left)  has  a  home  on  the  family  farm 
and  has  three  children.  Heather,  Chris  and  Keith.  Ann  and 
Chas.  Blaine  remained  in  the  area  on  their  farm  northeast 
of  Ohio.  They  have  six  children:  Janet  (Theriault),  Stephen, 
James,  Barbara,  Cathy  and  Jeff  and  six  grandchildren. 

Other  Walter  descendants  living  in  Ohio  at  present  are 
Joseph  Goy  (grandson  of  Barbara  W.  Spohn)  and  his  two 
children:  Yvonne  (Mrs.  Joe  Rakowski)  and  daughter,  and 
Greg  and  daughter. 

IVAN  DRAPER  FAMILY 
Ivan  Draper  (1891-1971)  and  his  wife,  Helen  Murphy 
Draper  (1897-1968)  lived  most  of  their  lives  in  Bureau  County. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Draper  known  as  "Mom"  and  "Pop"  and  their 
family  moved  to  the  Ohio  community  in  1942  to  the  Ruff 
farm  southwest  of  Ohio.  "Mom"  baked  and  decorated  cakes 
for  weddings  and  special  occasions.  "Pop"  will  be  remem- 
bered for  his  horses  and  for  leading  the  parades  with  his 
palamino,  Carmel.  The  Drapers'  had  five  sons,  all  served 
in  the  armed  services,  and  two  daughters:  Marvin  of  Ar- 
kansas. Marjorie  (married  Harry  Frank)  two  children,  Nancy 
(deceased)  and  Gail  reside  at  Normandy.  James,  killed  in 
action  in  France,  World  War  II.  Merrill  "Pat"  (married 
Joyce  Conner,  see  Glenn  Conner  History)  four  children 
Michael,  Kelli,  Thomas  and  Richard  Fergus  (deceased), 
reside  on  their  farm  north  of  Ohio.  Marian  (married  Myron 
Gustafson  of  Princeton)  three  children,  Lee,  Gary  and  Kathy, 
reside  south  of  Princeton.  Ivan  "Short"  Draper  (married 
Barbara  Lindner  of  Princeton)  four  children,  twin  daughters, 
Nina  and  Nancy,  James  and  Dennis,  reside  south  of  Walnut. 
Robert  (married  Barbara  Dahl  of  Walnut)  one  daughter, 
Deanna  of  Bloomington,  reside  on  their  farm  northeast 
of  Ohio. 

GEORGE  BRAMER 
George  Bramer  (1«'^'7-1937)  was  the  son  of  Dan  and 
Margaret  Lower  Bramer,  who  had  come  to  America  from 
Germany  in  the  early  1800's  and  settled  in  Elizabeth,  In- 
diana. In  later  years,  he  came  to  Illinois  and  married  Ida 
Leffler  in  1883.  They  lived  around  Ohio  their  entire  life  on 
a  farm  in  the  Armstrong  School  District.  They  raised  seven 
children:  (1)  Louis,  two  children,  Wisconsin.  (2)  Mabef 
(Mrs.  Charles)  Bolbock,  one  son,  Howard,  Walnut.  (3)  Pearl 
(Mrs.  Arthur)  Nodine,  two  children,  state  of  Ohio.  (4)  Alvin 
married  Bertha  Schiipp,  lived  all  his  life  in  the  Armstrong 
School  District  and  owned  farm  that  the  school  is  on.  In  fact, 
the  building  is  still  standing,  but  is  now  used  as  a  machine 
shed.  He  had  two  children,  Dorothy  Clark,  Deer  Grove, 
and  Kenneth  Bramer,  Ohio.  (5)  Inez  (Mrs.  Gus)  Kranov, 
one  son,  LaVern,  Walnut.  (6)  Mary  Marguerite  (Mrs.  Ralph) 
Snow,  one  daughter.  New  York  state.  (7)  Lilah  (Mrs. 
Andrew)  Rasmussen  (see  Rasmussen). 


DALEDORAN  FAMILY 

iGreat  Grandfather)  James  Doran  (1803-1893)  was  born 
in  Wexford  County,  Ireland.  In  1835,  he  married  Margaret 
Penston  of  Wexford  County,  Ireland.  They  were  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  In  1855,  he 
and  his  wife  and  seven  living  children  migrated  to  America 
and  settled  in  Wyoming,  New  York.  In  1862,  he  and  his  family 
came  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Bureau  County,  Ohio  Town- 
ship. The  family  purchased  a  160  acre  farm  four  and  one- 
half  miles  southeast  of  Ohio.  This  farm  was  later  known  as 
the  'Billy  Enright  Place"  and  is  now  owned  by  the  James 
Monier  family.  James  Doran  lived  at  this  location  until  his 
death.  His  seven  children  were:  Michael,  James,  Edward, 
Mrs.  Dan  Enright,  Mrs.  Sarah  McDonald,  Mrs.  John  Caine, 
and  an  unmarried  daughter,  Mary. 

(Grandfather)  Michael  Doran  (1839-1913),  oldest  son  of 
James  Doran,  was  born  in  Wexford  County,  Ireland.  In  1863, 
he  purchased  a  farm  four  miles  southeast  of  Ohio,  and  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  all  his  life.  This  farm  has  been  in  the 
family  for  the  past  114  years.  It  is  now  owned  by  the  Dale 
Doran  family.  In  1871,  Michael  Doran  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Matilda  Stofer  (1847-1939)  at  Mendota.  To  this  union  six 
children  were  born:  Edward,  Mrs.  C.  S.  Anderson  (Rena), 
Mrs.  A.  L.  Piper,  (Edna),  Frank,  Joseph  and  William. 

(Father)  William  Doran  (1885-1955),  is  the  youngest  son 
of  Michael  Doran.  In  1910,  he  married  Ellen  Hannan  (died 
1957),  daugnter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Timothy  Hannan  of  Ohio. 
They  were  the  parents  of  one  son,  Dale  Doran.  William 
Doran  farmed  all  his  life  with  his  brothers,  Edward  and 
Frank,  in  the  partnership  known  as  "Doran  Bros."  His  wife, 
(known  as  "Nellie")  served  as  organist  at  the  Immaculate 
Conception  Church  off  and  on  for  nearly  fifty  years. 

(Present  Generation)  Dale  Doran  was  born  in  1911.  In 
1934,  he  married  Kathleen  Walter,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Nellie  (Ogan)  Walter  of  rural  Ohio.  They  are  the  parents  of 
seven  children  and  twenty  grandchildren.  Their  children  are 
(1)  Mrs.  Lewis  Sisler  (Joan),  DeKalb,  five  children.  (2)  Mrs. 
Jerome  Conner  (Mary),  rural  Ohio,  four  children,  (see  Glenn 
Conner  Family).  (3)  Mrs.  David  Willey  (Kay),  Sterling, 
three  children.  (4)  Mr.  William  Doran  (Bill),  rural  Ohio, 
four  children.  (5)  Mrs.  Robert  Bockel  (Colleen),  Orland  Park, 
two  children.  (6)  Mrs.  Steven  Muzos  (Susan),  Austin,  Texas, 
two  children.  (7)  Mrs.  Clarence  Turpin  (Ann),  Chillicothe. 

Dale  Doran  served  on  local  school  boards,  has  been  Vice- 
President  of  the  First  State  Bank  of  Van  Orin  for  the  past 
10  years,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Bureau  County  Board 
for  four  years.  He  has  sung  in  the  Immaculate  Conception 
Church  choir  for  fifty  years,  having  had  the  great  privilege 
of  singing  at  all  of  his  children  's  weddings. 

(Son)  William  Michael  Doran  (born  1942),  is  the  son  of 
Dale  and  Kathleen  Doran.  In  1962,  he  married  Judith  Rae 
Stocking,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ben  Stocking  of  rural 
Ohio.  They  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  Diane,  David, 
Danny  and  Douglas.  Wm.  (Bill)  has  been  employed  at  J  &  L 
Steel  Mill  in  Hennepin,  since  it  opened  in  1967,  and  farms 
the  "home  place"  owned  by  his  father.  He  and  his  family 
presently  live  in  the  former  Ed  Doran  home. 

MICHAEL  JAMES  DOLAN 

M.  J.  Dolan  was  born  in  Joliet,  in  1849.  His  father, 
William,  //as  born  in  County  Longford,  Ireland  in  1810.  He 
migrated  to  New  York  in  1832,  to  Chicago  in  1837,  and  in 
1840  came  to  Lee  County.  In  1838,  he  married  Mary  McKenna 
and  they  farmed  in  the  Sandy  Hill  area  of  Lee  County. 

M.  J.  Dolan  attended  Illinois  State  Normal,  and  taught 
in  several  country  schools  in  the  Ohio  area  as  well  as  the 
community  grammar  school.  In  1874,  he  married  Catherine 
O'Rourke  (1849-1925),  born  in  Shakespeare,  Ontario.  They 
resided  in  East  Grove  Township  and  Mr.  Dolan  farmed  and 
taught  school.  In  1878,  he  started  the  Dolan  Insurance 
Agency  and  soon  after  they  moved  to  Ohio,  residing  on  Depot 
Street  and  later  building  a  home  at  107  Washington  Street. 
In  1885,  he  took  the  civil  service  exam  for  railroad  postal 
clerk.  He  served  on  the  run  between  Princeton  and  Brook- 
field,  Missouri. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dolan  had  six  children.  Mary  Eileen  (who 
died  in  infancy);  William  (  a  lawyer  In  Champaign);  Mae 
(Mrs.  F.  J.  Burke,  Ohio);  Lilian  (Mrs.  J.  P.  Conley,  Seattle); 
Charles  (electrical  engineer,  LaGrange);  and  Edith  (Mrs.  E. 
J.  Riley,  Spokane).  Mr.  Dolan  was  a  firm  believer  in  educa- 
tion and  the  family  sacrificed  to  send  the  sons  to  St.  Bede's 
and  the  University  of  Illinois,  and  the  girls  to  St.  Clara's 
Academy  in  Wisconsin. 

"M.  J."  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
Grand  Knight  of  the  K.  of  C,  member  of  the  village  and 
school  boards,  and  a  director  of  the  Ohio  State  Bank.  He  was 
also  active  in  the  Father  Matthew  Temperance  Society.  He 
died  in  1918,  having  retired  from  the  postal  service  the  pre- 
vious year. 

FRANK  J.  BURKE 

Francis  Jeffrey  Burke  was  born  in  Walnut  in  1877.  His 
parents  were  John  and  Eva  Burke.  His  father  was  born  in 
County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  in  1841,  and  when  10  years  old, 
his  family  migrated  to  Detroit,  Michigan.  John  Burke  settled 
in  Walnut  in  1871,  and  in  1873,  he  married  Eva  Wattles  who 
was  born  in  East  Springfield,  Ohio,  in  1854.  Mr.  Burke  was 
a  grain  dealer,  building  the  first  elevator  west  of  Aurora 
on  the  C.  B.  &  Q.  The  building  was  erected  from  lumber 
delivered  on  the  first  train  passing  through  Walnut  after 
the  railroad  was  completed. 

Frank  Burke  attended  North  Central  College  at  Naper- 
ville  for  special  courses.  He  then  entered  Highland  Park 
Medical  School  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  to  study  pharmacy. 
Before  taking  his  state  exams,  he  worked  a  year  for  a  whole- 
sale drug  firm  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  In  1900,  Frank 
came  to  Ohio  to  establish  Ennes  and  Burke  Drug  Store.  This 
partnership  was  finally  dissolved  and  became  the  Burke 
Rexall  Drug  Store.  In  1906,  he  was  married  to  Mae  Dolan 
(1878-1975).  Her  parents  were  Michael  J.  (1848-1918,  Joliet, 
III.)  and  Catherine  O'Rourke  Dolan  (1848-1925,  Shakes- 
peare, Ontario,  Canada). 

The  Burkes  resided  at  310  E.  Van  Buren  Street  in  the 
home  built  for  them  prior  to  their  marriage.  In  1918,  on  the 
death  of  his  father-in-law,  Frank  bought  the  Dolan  Insurance 
Agency  which  he  managed  in  conjunction  with  the  drug  store 
until  1943.  At  that  time,  the  store  was  sold  to  A.  D.  Neis,  a 
former  clerk.  From  1944  until  his  death  in  1958,  Frank  was 
in  semi-retirement  due  to  ill  health. 

Mr.  Burke  was  an  avid  reader  and  sport  fan.  He  played 
third  base  or  short  stop  for  many  years  for  both  Ohio  and 
Walnut  teams.  Frank  was  a  convert  to  Catholicism  at  the  time 
of  his  marriage,  and  he  is  buried  in  St.  Mary's  Cemetery. 
His  parents,  a  sister,  Jane  (Mrs.  Will  Livey),  and  brothers, 
Fred  and  Mason,  all  of  Walnut,  jsreceded  him  in  death. 
His  wife,  Mae;  daughter,  Patricia  (Mrs.  J.  R.  Doran);  grand- 
children: Maureen,  Kathleen,  Eileen  and  Sheila  survived 
him. 

J.  R.  "BUZZ"  DORAN 

Joseph  Ross  Doran  "Buzz"  was  born  in  Ohio  to  Joseph 
R.  and  Mattie  Ross  Doran.  Mr.  Doran  's  first  job  was  trucking 
coal  from  local  mines  to  his  customers.  Later,  he  established 
the  Doran  Coal  Co.  In  1941,  he  volunteered  for  service  and 
in  1943,  was  commissioned  2nd  Lieutenant  in  the  Medical 
Administration  Corps.  In  the  European  theater,  he  was 
in  charge  of  a  front  line  medical  detachment.  He  was  dis- 
charged in  1945  as  a  first  lieutenant.  On  his  return  to  Ohio, 
he  entered  the  Dolan  Insurance  Agency  and  for  six  years, 
was  owner  and  editor  of  the  "Ohio  Herald".  He  has  been 
commander  of  the  American  Legion;  Treasurer  of  the  Ohio 
Volunteer  Fire  Department,  the  Ohio  Businessmen's  Asso- 
ciation and  Holy  Name  Society,  and  Secretary  of  the  Ohio 
High  School  Board  of  Education. 

In  1943,  he  married  Patricia  Burke  (daughter  of  Frank 
J.  and  Mae  Dolan  Burke).  Their  children  are:  Maureen 
(Mrs.  Vernon  Zimmerman,  Indianapolis,  Ind.);  Kathleen 
(Mrs.  Thomas  Halfpenny,  Oak  Park,  III);  Eileen  (Mrs. 
Allen  Fane,  Ohio);  and  Sheila  (Mrs.  Robert  Lima,  Oak  Park, 
III.  The  Doran 's  reside  at  306  E.  Van  Buren. 


JOHN  FAHS  FAMILY 

John  and  Minnie  Dettmers  Pahs  originally  came  from 
Germany  before  tfie  turn  of  tfie  century  and  first  settled 
in  tfie  Maytown  area.  Shortly  thereafter,  they  moved  to 
Kasbeer  to  the  farm  on  route  26  directly  across  the  road  of 
the  Harold  Coulter  farm.  The  original  house  was  torn  down 
only  several  years  ago.  To  this  union  were  born  two  children. 
Helen  Fahs  (Grossman)  and  Edward  L.  Fahs.  The  family 
lived  in  Kasbeer  until  around  1914  when  they  moved  to 
Ohio  and  John  purchased  the  first  service  station  in  Ohio 
from  Erwin  Devine,  which  was  located  directly  west  of  the 
Catholic  Church. 

In  1925,  Edward  married  Florence  Albrecht  (see  Jacob 
Albrecht).  They  had  three  children:  Anna  Mae  (Pederson) 
of  Los  Altos,  Ca.;  Edwardine  (Gross)  of  Princeton;  and  Jack 
of  Walnut.  Jack  is  the  third  generation  of  the  Fahs  oil  busi- 
ness, having  his  bulk  plant  in  Walnut  for  the  past  eleven 
years. 


1958,  their  only  daughter,   is  a  student  at   I.   C.   C,    East 
Peoria  in  the  Dental  Hygiene  program. 

In  1976,  Ross  closed  the  appliance  store  and  accepted 
employment  at  Ralston  Purina  Mushroom  Farm,  Princeton, 
as  an  electrician  in  the  maintenance  department.  Their 
home  since  1947  has  been  at  206  W.  Church  Street,  Ohio. 
They  have  three  grandsons:  Chris,  Craig,  and  Bryn  and  one 
granddaughter,  Jennifer  Doran. 


ALLEN  L.  FANE 

Allen  Fane  was  born  in  Dixon,  son  of  Ed  and  Shirley 
Fane.  He  attended  Western  Illinois  University  and  graduated 
from  Illinois  State  University. 

In  1969,  Allen  was  married  to  Eileen  Doran  (daughter 
of  J.  R.  and  Patricia  Burke  Doran).  In  1973,  they  moved  to 
Ohio  and  Allen  entered  the  Dolan  Insurance  Agency.  The 
Fanes  have  three  children:  Shannon  Marie  (1970);  Kelly  Ann 
(1971);  and  Matthew  Doran  (1974).  They  reside  at  310  E. 
Van  Buren. 

JOSEPH  P.  DORAN 

Joseph  P.  Doran  (1883-1972)  was  born  southeast  of  Ohio, 
the  son  of  Michael  and  Tillie  Stauffer  Doran.  Mr.  Doran 
attended  St.  Bede's  Academy  and  was  employed  as  book- 
keeper for  firms  in  Danville  and  Chicago.  He  married  Matilda 
Ross  Doran.  The  family  had  four  children:  Bertell  (who  died 
when  a  child):  Marian  (Mrs.  A.  L.  Lynch,  Geneva,  III.), 
J.  R.  Doran  and  Ross  E.  Doran,  both  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Doran  farmed  for  a  number  of  years  and  then  went 
into  the  electrical  wiring  business  at  the  time  of  the  REA. 
Following  World  War  II,  he  established  Doran  Electric 
Company.  Mrs.  Doran  is  a  resident  of  the  Walnut  Manor 
Nursing  Home. 

JOSEPH  WHITAKER  ROSS 

J.  W.  Ross  (1850-1936),  son  of  Joseph  and  Jane  Fisher 
Ross,  was  born  in  Ohio  Township.  When  he  was  very  young, 
his  parents  died  and  he  and  his  sisters  were  raised  by  their 
uncle,  Andrew  Ross.  Mr.  Ross  taught  school  and  farmed  for 
several  years.  He  then  moved  to  Ohio  and  became  a  member 
of  Rectenbach  and  Ross,  dealers  in  lumber,  coal  and  farm 
machinery.  He  later  moved  to  Walnut  to  establish  the  bank  in 
1885. 

Mrs.  Joseph  P.  Doran  (Mattie)  is  his  only  survivor  in 
the  Ohio  area. 

ROSS  DORAN  FAMILY 

Ross  E.  Doran  is  a  direct  descendant  of  the  Irish  immi- 
grant. Jim  Doran.  He  is  the  second  son  of  Joseph  P.  and 
Mattie  Doran,  born  near  Ohio  in  1920.  Ross  spent  two  years 
in  the  U.  S.  Army.  He  and  Patricia  Fitzpatrick  were  married 
at  Walton  in  1941.  He  joined  his  father  in  the  operation  of 
a  home  appliance  store  at  106  Main  St.,  retailing  the  full 
line  of  Hotpoint  appliances  and  heating  equipment. 

Ross  and  Pat  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  Stephen, 
1942,  graduated  from  Bradley  University,  Peoria,  as  an  Ind. 
Eng.,  served  four  years  in  the  U.  S.  Air  Force,  married 
Linda  Bulfer,  presently  he  is  manager  of  Doran  &  Assoc, 
an  airport  counciling  and  brokerage  firm.  Edward,  (Ted), 
1951,  married  Lynne  McCoy,  served  three  years  in  the  U. 
S.  Army  as  a  security  agent  assigned  to  Berlin,  Germany, 
He  graduated  from  S.  I.  U.  with  a  major  in  Zoology  and  is 
now  attending  Loyola  University,  Chicago  Medical  School. 
Peter,  1954,  graduated  from  S.  I.  U.  and  has  completed  his 
first  year  at  U.  of  I.  Chicago  School  of  Dentistry.   Debera, 


Mrs.  Jacob  loder 

JOSEPH  lODER  FAMILY 

At  the  top  of  the  front  page  of  1939  issue  of  the  "Ohio 
Herald,"  we  find  the  words  "The  Biggest  Little  City  in  the 
State.  Inhabited  by  the  best  people  living."  The  name  Ohio 
may  be  just  a  tiny  dot  on  the  Illinois  map,  but  because  of  those 
who  moved  here,  pioneered  here,  established  homes,  places 
of  education,  business,  and  worship,  Ohio  become  more  than 
just  a  dot  on  the  map. 

Traveling  by  covered  wagon,  drawn  by  either  horses 
or  oxen,  tho  picturesque  as  viewed  on  the  screen,  wasn't 
always  so,  but  it  was  the  only  way  of  travel  over  land  a  century 
ago.  The  Joseph  loder  family  was  one  of  these  early  families. 
Joseph  loder  and  Barbara  Albrecht  loder  were  both  born  in 
Bavaria,  Germany.  They  married  and  established  a  home  in 
Germany.  Here,  three  children  were  born,  one  of  which  was 
Jacob  loder.  In  the  year,  1637,  they,  with  other  relatives  set 
sail  for  America.  After  2  months  on  the  water,  they  landed 
at  New  York  harbor.  From  here,  they  traveled  by  boat, 
on  river  and  canal,  to  where  Chicago  now  is  and,  by  ox  team 
and  covered  wagon,  came  to  Hennepin  on  the  Illinois  River. 
They  crossed  the  river  and  spent  their  first  winter  on  the  place 
that  was  afterwards  known  as  the  Albrecht  Homestead  in 
Arispie  Township.  In  1855,  they  purchased  land  tor  $6  an 
acre  and  10  acres  of  timoer  for  $105,  and  built  their  first 
home,  a  log  cabin,  later  building  a  brick  house.  Five  more 
children  were  born  to  them. 

Their  son,  Jacob,  married  Magdalena  Herschman.  She 
was  born  in  Straesburg,  France,  coming  to  America  at  the 
age  of  12  years.  She  lived  with  her  family  in  the  state  of  Ohio, 
later  moving  to  Champaign  County,  Illinois.  A  few  months 
after  their  marriage  in  1861 ,  they  moved  to  Ohio,  Illinois,  pur- 
chased land,  and  made  their  home.  To  this  union  were  born 
10  children.  Emma,  dying  in  infancy:  Amelia  loder  Guither 
(1867-1891);  Joseph  (1869-1891);  Jacob  (1869-1918);  Albert 
(1872-1959);  Edward  (1874-1876);  William  (1879-1950); 
Edwin,  twin  brother  of  Wm.  dying  in  infancy;  Daniel  (1877- 
1945);  Salomon  (1883-1883);  Pauline  loder  Baumgartner 
(1886-1925). 

The  building  of  the  railroad  through  Ohio  was  an  im- 


portant  event.  Some  of  the  men  who  worked  on  the  railroad 
were  lodged  in  the  loder  home  and  also  enjoyed  the  bounti- 
ful meals  at  their  table. 

Their  faith  in  God  saw  them  through  hardships  and  was 
with  them  through  their  many  joys.  This  faith  in  God  and  the 
future  contributed  much  toward  their  pfirt  in  the  growth  of 
Ohio.  The  descendants  of  the  Jacob  loder  family  are  con- 
tributing much  to  the  communities  in  which  they  live'.  Three 
of  the  sons  remained  in  the  community  of  Ohio,  and  engaged 
in  farming.  They  were  Daniel,  Albert  and  William. 

Albert  and  Hattie  Schell  loder  had  four  children,  Marvin, 
Ivan,  LaVerne  of  Ohio  and  Bernice  loder  Winebrenner  of 
Dixon  who  had  two  children.  (1)  Marvin  and  Beulah  Plapp 
loder  have  rarmed  and  made  their  home  on  the  Albert 
loder  homestead  the  past  49  years.  They  have  seven  children: 
Mrs.  Clinton  (Carol)  Behrens,  Walnut,  has  three  children; 
Mrs.  Robert  Orazem  (Edith),  Aitkin,  Minn.,  has  three 
children;  Mrs.  Wayne  (Betty)  Pillen,  Kewanee,  has  three 
children;  Harry  and  Carol  Gloden  loder,  Walnut,  have  three 
children;  Mrs.  Jacque  (Norma)  Cribb,  Waukegan,  III.  has 
three  children;  Jim  and  Esther  Lozano  loder,  Gladstone, 
Miss,  have  three  children;  and  Ned  and  Sharon  Reinhold 
loder,  Amboy  have  one  child.  (2)  Ivan  and  Mabel  Norden 
loder  reside  in  Ohio  where  he  was  a  Standard  Oil  dealer 
for  a  number  of  years.  Their  family  listed  under  Norden 
history.  (3)  LaVerne  and  Eunice  Mize  loder  live  on  the 
Schell  homestead,  a  Centennial  farm. 

Daniel  and  Luella  Gower  loder  lived  on  the  family  farm 
and  had  one  daughter.  Alberta,  who  married  Donald  Parsons 
and  remam  on  the  farm.  Tney  have  three  daughters:  Mrs. 
Richard  (Donna)  Giltner  of  Dixon,  three  children;  Mrs. 
Thomas  (Carolyn)  Hendrickson  of  Princeton,  two  children;' 
Mrs.  Terry  (Sharon)  Skaggs  of  Princeton,  two  children. 

William  and  Lydia  Pope  loder  resided  on  a  farm  one  mile 
northwest  of  Ohio.  They  had  two  daughters,  Lucille  and  Le- 
nore,  both  remaining  in  the  Ohio  area,  raising  families  and 
helping  in  all  school  and  church  activities  as  the  town  grew. 

Lucille  (1904-1963)  married  Howard  W.  Anderson 
(1903)  who  was  a  farmer  and  hog  buyer  until  his  retirement. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  children:  William,  Howard, 
Robert,  Richard,  Sue  and  Sally.  All  of  the  sons  are  engaged 
in  farming  in  and  around  Ohio.  William  married  Catherine 
Clark  and  they  raised  three  children  in  the  old  Dad  Joe 
home,  Karen  Anderson  Harris,  William  Joe  and  Janet 
who  is  now  deceased,  and  have  two  grandchildren.  Lance 
and  Jody  Harris,  who  are  the  seventh  generation  in  Ohio. 
Howard  married  Carolyn  Johnson,  they  live  on  the  Wm. 
loder  homestead,  which  is  a  centennial  farm  with  their  four 
children,  Bradley,  Timothy,  Todd  and  June.  Robert  married 
Bonnie  Johnson  and  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  Dennis 
mar-ied  Connie  Cramer  Anderson,  James  and  Sherry  Kim. 
Richard  married  Marie  Nothnagel  and  have  three  children, 
Greg,  Debra  and  Dianne.  Sue  married  Joe  Etheridge  who 
live  in  Glenn  Dale  Heights,  III.,  with  their  children,  Bryon, 
Craig,  and  Amy.  Sally  married  Randall  Farrell,  who  operates 
a  heating  and  cooling  business,  in  Ohio  and  have  three  child- 
ren, Viky,  Kelly  and  Scott. 

Lenore  married  Wilbur  Carey  (Jimmy).  (Family  listed 
under  Carey  Family). 

FRANK  SCHMAUS  FAMILY 

When  Frank  Schmaus  arrived  in  Ohio,  he  had  already 
traveled  thousands  of  miles.  A  native  of  German-French 
community  caught  between  two  hostile  countries,  his  family 
decided  to  escape  the  sword-rattling  of  Bismarck,  the  German 
chancellor  v7ho  was  uniting  provinces  and  kingdoms  into  a 
nation.  The  family  traveled  by  sailboat  to  New  Orleans, 
a  French  community,  then  came  by  river  boat  up  the  Mississ- 
ippi and  Illinois  to  Depue  where  they  purchased  rich  bottom 
land  for  farming.  Incidentally,  while  they  escaped  war  in 
Europe,  they  arrived  in  the  U.  S.  A.  in  time  for  the  Civil 
War.  One  son  joined  the  Union  Army  and  was  never  heard 
from  again. 

But  Frank,  who  had  learned  the  leather  trade  or  craft, 
opened  a  small  harness  shop  in  Ohio  about  1871.  He  lived 


at  the  local  hotel  or  Half  Way  House,  (halfway  between 
County  Seats,  Stage  Coach  Stop,  Comfort  for  Man  and 
Horse),  which  was  owned  and  operated  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Diepold  Biegert  from  Germany. 

One  autumn  morning  feeling  in  fine  fettle,  he  noticed 
a  beautiful,  young  lady  in  the  kitchen,  slowly  stirring  apple 
butter  in  a  huge  dishpan  over  a  hot  cook  stove.  He  stepped 
up  behind  her  and  kissed  her  on  the  neck.  She  swung  around 
and  with  her  long-handled  spoon  knocked  his  tall  plug  hat 
off  into  the  apple  butter.  He  must  have  liked  her  spirit, 
because  a  year  later  he  married  her,  Augusta  Florscheutz. 

Augusta  was  the  oldest  of  8  children  and  really  wasn't 
needed  to  help  at  home,  so  she  was  sent  to  Ohio  to  help  her 
aunt,  Mrs.  Biegert.  She  was  born  in  Mendota,  III.,  1855,  of 
Bavarian  parents  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  by  sailboat.  In 
1873,  she  married  Mr.  Schmaus.  ner  father  and  brothers 
were  carpenters,  so  their  wedding  gift  was  a  four  room  house 
which  they  built  on  a  large  piece  of  land  in  the  middle  of  a 
corn  field  on  South  Main  Street. 

The  first  settlers  loved  to  dance,  gathering  in  small 
groups  at  friends'  homes  and  dancing  to  the  tune  of  a  fiddle 
or  accordian.  They  usually  danced  on  the  bare  kitchen  floor 
with  their  shoes  off,  so  they  wouldn't  disturb  the  neighbors 
too  much.  The  first  Sock-Hop? 

To  Frank  and  Augusta  were  born:  (1 )  Bertha  (1874-1956) 
married  Charles  Winkler,  a  carpenter.  Two  children,  Grace 
Reynolds,  Bob  (deceased).  (2)  Oscar  (1876-1956)  served  in 
U.  S.  Cavalry  in  Europe,  W.  W.  I.  (3)  Albert  (1879-1962) 
n-iarried  Martha  Coacmgton  who  preceaea  nim  in  death. 
'(4)  Ada  (1880-1970)  married  Guy  Morton.  Children,  Helen 
Calhamer,  Charles,  and  Carlyle.  (5)  Edward  (1881-1954) 
graduate  of  Northwestern  Law  School,  railway  mailclerk. 
(6)  Gertrude  (1883-1975)  married  Edward  Kiefer,  a  retired 
farmer,  later  a  government  employee  in  Chicago,  Aurora. 
Children,  Berneice  (deceased),  LeRoy  of  Aurora,  Maxine 
Cook  "of  Milwaukee.  (7)  Edna  (1884-1971)  married  LeRoy 
Havens,  farmer,  later  produce  merchant.  One  child,  Gertrude 
Fordham,  Dixon.  (8)  Charles  (1886-1966)  railway  mailclerk, 
married  Evelyn  Johnson  of  Aurora.  One  son,  Charles,  Jr. 
(9)  Anna  (born  1888)  married  Rev.  L.  S.  Kidd  of  Ohio  Metho- 
dist Church.  (10)  Frank  (1890-1973)  World  War  I  veteran, 
railway  mail  clerk,  married  Nellie  Currie,  retired  1950  to 
manage  his  orange  groves  in  Florida. 

Frank  died  in  1893  and  Augusta  was  left  a  widow  with 
10  children  at  the  age  of  38.  It  was  a  close-knit  family  and 
the  older  ones  helped.  The  family  managed  to  stay  together 
until  each  was  ready  to  go  his  own  way.  Augusta's  courage, 
her  philosophy  of  life,  helped  them  through  the  years  -  even 
to  the  next  generation. 

JOHN  M.  BYERS  FAMILY 
In  1955,  the  John  M.  Byers  family  moved  to  Ohio.  Mr. 
Byers  was  born  and  raised  in  Cambridge  and  his  ancestors 
came  from  Ireland  and  Belgium.  He  has  been  working  for 
Lester  Schultz  for  twenty-one  years  as  farm  manager.  Mrs. 
Byers  was  born  in  Chicago.  Her  ancestors  came  from  France 
and  England.  Her  grandmother  was  an  aunt  of  Horace 
Greeley,  who  was  noted  for  his  quote  "Go  West  Young  Man". 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Byers  are  the  parents  of  seven  children  and 
nineteen  grandchildren.  Their  children  are:  (1)  Barbara 
married  Robert  Brandau  (see  Robert  Brandau  History). 
(2)  Joyce  married  Harry  Cassidy  from  near  Kasbeer  and  they 
have  six  children  and  reside  in  Ohio.  (3)  John  drives  for 
Schultz  Trucking  and  has  three  children  and  resides  in 
Ohio.  (4)  Raymond  married  Diane  Welch  and  has  two  boys. 
He  works  at  Honda  World  in  Princeton  and  resides  in  Ohio. 
(5)  Linda  married  a  Chicagoan  and  has  one  daughter.  (6) 
George  married  Sue  Whitlock  and  has  two  children,  Chad  and 
Bridgette,  and  lives  and  works  in  Princeton.  (7)  Wanda  works 
and  lives  in  Peoria  and  she  was  Ohio's  1971  Miss  Flame 
Contestant. 

THE  BOB  BRANDAUS 
Bob  Brandau  and  Barbara  Byers  were  married  in  1957 
and  lived  on  the  Fred  Brandau  farm  north  of  Ohio  in  Lee 


County  until  1964  when  they  moved  to  the  George  Sisler 
house  in  Ohio.  Bob  worked  at  the  Ohio  Locker  under  the 
managennent  of  George  Adams  and  later  for  Don  G.  John- 
son in  the  Ohio  Market.  In  1966,  Bob  bought  the  store  con- 
tents and  equipment  from  Don  Johnson,  and  the  store  be- 
came known  as  the  B  &  B  Grocery.  In  the  fall  of  1967,  the 
Brandaus  moved  into  the  apartment  above  the  store,  where 
they  now  reside.  In  1968,  Bob  bought  the  store  building 
from  S.  Dean  Albrecht. 

The  Bob  Brandaus'  have  two  sons,  James  Robert,  born 
in  1958,  and  Michael  John,  born  in  1959. 


FREDBRANDAU 
In  1943,  Fred  Brandau  bought  the  farm,  owned  by  James 
Faley,  four  and  one-half  miles  northwest  of  Ohio.  That  was 
their  introduction  to  the  Ohio  vicinity.  They  have  seven 
children.  Dolores  lives  in  Macomb,  Marilyn  and  Dorothea 
live  near  Walnut,  Richard  lives  one  mile  north  of  Ohio, 
Ronald  lives  in  Dixon,  Robert  lives  in  Ohio  and  Stanley 
lives  in  Mendota.  They  have  twenty  grandchildren.  They 
sold  the  farm  to  Edward  Yucus  in  1965,  and  moved  into 
Ohio. 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  PIPER 

Abraham  Lincoln  Piper  (1866-1955)  was  born  in  Maiden 
and  moved  to  a  farm  southeast  ot  Ohio  owned  by  his  father 
and  himself  around  the  late  1890's  where  he  lived  and  farmed 
until  his  death.  He  married  Edna  Doran,  who  died  in  1953 
(see  Michael  uoran  Family  History).  I  ne  Abe  Pipers  had  two 
sons.  Francis  and  Edward  Harding  "Ted". 

"Ted"  (1912-1970)  married  Vivian  Gibson  (died  1953)  of 
Rock  Island,  in  1934  and  they  had  five  children:  (1)  Sally 
(Mrs.  Ivan  Donovan)  has  four  children  and  now  lives  in 
Walnut.  (2)  Mary  (died  1963)  married  Wm.  F.  Meyer  of 
Chicago  and  had  three  children  who  now  reside  in  Morton 
Grove.  III.  with  their  father.  (3)  Edward  John  "Jack"  married 
Janice  Krapff  of  Ohio  m  1957  and  they  have  six  children, 
Bartley,  Cynthia,  Scott,  Jacqueline,  Sharon  and  Timothy. 
Jack  and  his  family  reside  at  rural  Ohio  in  the  home  situated 
on  the  farm  which  was  originally  purchased  by  his  great 
grandfather.  (4)  Tom  married  Maxine  Schmitt  Pizzamigllo  of 
Arlington.  They  have  five  children  and  now  reside  in  Prince- 
ton. (5)  Loretta  (Jerry)  Ann  married  Paul  Knuth,  of  Ohio. 
They  have  three  children  and  now  reside  in  Rhinelander, 
Wis. 

"Ted"  married  his  second  wife,  Darlene  Harderson 
Gray,  formerly  of  Ohio,  in  1957.  Darlene  (Dolly)  died  in 
February,  1970  and  Ted  died  in  April,  1970. 

Francis  Doran  Piper  (born  1910)  married  Ruth  Cozad 
of  Rock  Island  in  1932.  Francis  has  been  associated  with  the 
First  State  Bank  of  Van  Orin  for  forty  years  -  was  a  past 
Ohio  High  School  Board  member  and  director  of  the  Immacu- 
late Conception  Church.  They  have  five  children:  Edward 
(Ted)  married  Caryl  Carpentier  of  East  Moline  and  are  the 
parents  or  rive  cmldrenj  cnaries,  Lisa,  James,  Mary  and 
Jennifer.  They  are  now  residing  at  Danville,  III. 

William  (Bill)  Francis  married  Frances  Byvik  of  Ladd, 
III.  Bill  is  a  steelworker  for  Northwestern  Steel  &  Wire  in 
Sterling,  III.  They  reside  east  of  Ohio  and  are  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  Lori  (deceased),  David,  Diane,  Dan,  Linda, 
Jeffrey,  Douglas,  Mary,  Susan  and  Brian. 

Patrick  (Pat)  a  farmer  at  route  1 ,  Ohio.  He  married  Grace 
Conner  of  Ohio,  III.  (see  Glen  Conner  Family  History)  and 
have  six  children:  Mitchell,  Julie,  (Mrs.  Rick  Behn),  Michael, 
Jill,  Janelle  and  Joel.  His  second  wife  is  the  former  Carol 
Hayes  of  Sheffield,  III.  They  have  four  children:  Sean,  Dana, 
Nathan  and  Jamon. 

Ann  married  Robert  Smith  of  Peru,  III.  They  live  in  Rock 
Island,  III.,  with  their  seven  children:  Robert,  William, 
Teresa,  Susan,  Patricia,  Peter,  and  Sandra. 

Dennis  (Den)  married  Cynthia  Kessel  of  Beardstown, 
III.  They  reside  south  of  Ohio  with  their  son,  Michael.  Den 
is  a  railroad  employee. 


Back  row:  Frank  Krieger,  Bernice  Krieger  Norden. 
Front:  Mrs.  Fredrick  Krieger,  Jerry  Norden. 

KRIEGER  FAMILY 

Six  generations,  bearing  the  Krieger  name  have  lived 
in  the  Ohio  area  since  1878. 

In  1878.  Fredrick  Krieger,  Sr.  (1823-1908).  his  wife, 
Louise,  three  sons,  one  daughter  and  one  daughter-in-law, 
came  from  Germany  after  a  very  rough  crossing  of  six  weeks. 
They  settled  near  Ohio,  where  they  engaged  in  farming. 
Louise  Krieger  passed  away  the  same  year  at  52;  he  lived 
with  his  son  until  85. 

Their  family  was:  Fredrick  J.  (1854-1923)  and  wife, 
Maria  (Furd)  Krieger  (1851-1937),  whom  he  married  just 
before  leaving  Germany  (she  never  saw  her  family  again); 
August  and  Ferdinand,  who  later  settled  as  farmers  in  Iowa; 
a  daughter,  Emma,  who  married  John  Meyer,  had  three 
children  and  lived  in  Red  Oak. 

Fredrick  j.  ana  Maria  were  the  parents  of  seven  child- 
ren: Albert  (died  in  infancy),  Frank,  Henry,  Frances,  Fredrick 
W.,  Otto,  and  Lillie.  All  married  and  farmed  in  the  Ohio 
area  at  one  time.  Henry  married  Katherine  Hardersen; 
one  son.  Max,  moved  to  Montana  and  later  to  Washington. 
Frances  married  Chris  Jensen.  Fredrick  W.  married  Mae 
Fischer;  one  daughter,  Grace  Bruce,  one  grandson.  Otto 
married  Leah  Blaine;  one  daughter,  died  at  8y2  years.  Lillie 
married  Peter  Yepsen;  two  daughters,  six  grandchildren. 
She  and  her  daughters  live  in  Marengo,  Illinois.  Only  Lillie 
survives  of  this  family. 

Frank  Krieger  (1880-1940)  married  Carrie  Norene 
(1884-1918);  had  four  daughters  and  two  sons:  Alice,  Bernice, 
Minnie,  Dorothy,  Ivan  and  Cairo  J.  "Lad". 

Alice  married   Lloyd   May;   two   children    (Lloyd   Jr.   and 
Allyn).  three  grandchildren 

Bernice  married  LeHoy  Norden;  four  children:  Jerry, 
(see  Jerry    Norden    Family    History),    Nancy    Iverson,    Ann 


Conner,  (see  Glenr  Conner  Family  History),  and  Alice 
Semlow:  10  grandchildren. 

Minnie  married  Gail  May;  two  children  (Barbara  Mills 
and  Nyla),  two  grandsons. 

Dorothy  married  Howard  Ogan:  two  children,  Richard 
and  William  Howard  Jr.,  three  grandchildren.  William  H. 
Jr.  'Bud"  farms  with  his  father  near  Ohio. 

Ivan  married  Norma  Albus;  three  children:  Karen 
Carlson,  Marilyn  Gilbert,  and  James:  six  grandchildren. 
They  are  farming  near  Ohio,  where  his  grandfather  and 
uncle  also  farmed. 

Cairo  J.  "Lad"  married  Evelyn  Willavize:  children: 
Leslie  and  Jay  (deceased,  14  years).  They  live  north  of  Ohio 
where  he  farms,  and  operates  Krieger's  Garage  in  Ohio. 
Leslie  married  Andrea  Michaelson;  children  are:  Kevin, 
Tamila.  Michelle  and  Leslie  Jr.  They  are  the  sixth  generation 
bearing  the  Krieger  name  to  have  lived  in  the  Ohio  area 
since  1878. 

The  family  of  Fredrick  J.  Krieger  were  all  confirmed 
in  the  Zion  Lutheran  Church  at  Clarion.  They  joined  with 
First  Lutheran  of  Ohio  upon  its  organization  in  1920,  where 
most  of  their  descendants  have  been  members. 

HEINRICKWALTER 
Heinrick  Walter  (1832-1892)  was  born  in  Budesheim, 
near  Bingen  on  the  Rhine,  Germany.  He  married  Miss 
Conrad.  Then  came  to  this  country  about  1866  and  had  two 
daughters:  Clara  (1862-1904),  Maria,  (Mrs.  Louis  F.  Spohn 
(1868-1896).  (see  Louis  F.  Spohn  History).  As  a  widower, 
h'e  purchased  property  in  Ohio,  at  203  E.  Van  Buren,  from 
Jacob  and  Catherine  Albrecht  in  1880,  where  he  resided  until 
his  death. 

LOUIS  F.  SPOHN 

Louis  F.  Spohn  (1869-1928),  was  the  son  of  John  and 
Mary  Hawks  Spohn  of  Maytownship.  He  married  Maria 
Walter  (see  Heinrick  Walter  History).  Two  children:  Henry, 
died  in  infancy,  Peter  J.  (see  Peter  J.  Spohn  History).  After 
Louis'  first  wife  died,  he  married  Elizabeth  Walter  (1875- 
1972).  daughter  of  Philip  and  Elizabeth  Walter,  who  owned 
the  present  Charles  King  farm.  Three  children:  Marie, 
Philip.  Andrew,  were  born.  (1)  Marie  (Mrs.  Roland  Ober- 
schelp.  deceased)  had  two  children:  Clara,  (Mrs.  Martin 
Novlan)  of  La  Salle,  two  children;  Mary  Lou,  (Mrs.  Raymond 
Harrison),  Amboy,  five  children.  (2)  Philip,  Ohio,  married 
Alberta  Bolbock,  daughter  of  Albert  and  Louise  Lempke 
Bolbock,  Ohio,  four  children:  Mrs.  Betty  Hoover,  Dixon, 
two  children;  Louise,  (Mrs.  Richard  Yob),  Dallas,  Texas, 
two  children;  Marilyn,  (Mrs.  Clarence  Blaine,  Jr.),  Sublette, 
four  children;  Donald,  Ohio,  married  Georgine  Wishnevsky, 
Spring  Valley,  two  children.  (3)  Andrew,  Ohio,  has  one  son, 
Andrew  Jr.,  Walnut,  married  Sharon  Harris,  Ohio,  two 
children. 

Louis  F.  Spohn  operated  a  tavern  in  Ohio  with  Tom 
Burke  during  the  1890's.  He  then  farmed  the  Philip  Walter 
farm,  later  purchasing  the  farm  where  his  son,  Andrew, 
Sr.  presently  resides. 

PETER  J.  SPOHN 

Peter  J.  Spohn  (1893-1968),  was  the  son  of  Louis  F. 
Spohn  and  Maria  Walter  Spohn  (see  Heinrick  Walter  and 
Louis  F.  Spohn  Histories).  Peter  lived  for  many  years  with  his 
grandmother,  Mrs.  John  (Mary  Hawks),  Spohn,  at  315  E. 
Jackson  Street.  Mary  Hawks  Spohn,  born  in  Erie  County, 
New  York  (1845-1928),  farmed  with  her  husband  and  children 
in  the  Maytown  area  until  as  a  widow,  she  purchased  this 
property  in  Ohio  from  A.  E.  Baker  in  1904. 

Peter  graduated  from  St.  Joseph  ' s  Academy.  He  worked 
in  Peter  J.  Conrad's  store  until  1914,  at  which  time  he  and 
his  first  cousin,  Louis  Walter  (see  Anton  Walter  History), 
purchased  the  business  in  partnership,  changing  the  name  to 
Spohn  and  Walter. 

Spohn  and  Walter's  was  a  general  store  with  a  grocery 
department,  dry  goods,  shoes,  china,  tools,  feed,  etc.,  being 
offered.    They   operated    a    grocery    truck,    which    a    store 


employee,  George  Atkinson,  drove  to  serve  the  rural  area. 
They  traded  groceries  for  eggs  and  gave  tokens  redeemable 
at  the  store.  Above  the  store  were  offices,  later,  this  became 
the  club  room  for  the  K.  C.'s  and  various  organizations, 
where  dances  and  social  events  were  enjoyed . 

The  partnership  was  dissolved  in  1933.  The  old  store 
building  was  torn  down  and  replaced  with  a  brick  structure, 
housing  a  grocery  store  and  a  gas  station.  Louis  Walter 
operated  the  grocery  and  Peter  Spohn,  the  gas  station.  The 
building  is  presently  owned  by  Philip  L.  Walter,  Jr.,  local. 
attorney,son  of  Louis  WalterPeter  Spohn  purchased  Knuth's 
Clothing  Store  on  Railroad  Street  in  1946,  later  moving 
the  business  to  203  N.  Main. 

Peter  J.  Spohn  retired  in  1960.  He  had  a  great  fondness 
for  the  community,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life.  He  often 
reminisced  about  the  "early  days",  recalling  when  he  and 
other  young  men  of  the  village  played  basketball  in  the 
Old  Town  Hall,  which  stood  where  the  Township  Hall  stands 
today.  Often  their  only  spectator  was  L.  D.  Etheridge. 
Occasionally,  the  "team"  went  by  train  to  a  near-by  town  to 
engage  in  a  game.  He  told  of  the  merchants  manning  the 
doors  of  their  stores,  when  bands  of  gypsies,  camping  in 
near-by  timbers,  visited  the  town.  He  served  as  mayor  and 
was  on  the  high  school  board.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Immaculate  Conception  Church,  where  as  a  boy  he  served 
as  an  altar  boy. 

Peter  J.  Spohn  married  Anna  Duffy,  East  Grove  Town- 
ship. Anna  Spohn  still  resides  on  the  property  purchased 
by  Heinrick  Walter  in  1880.  She  is  a  member  of  Immaculate 
Conception  Church,  has  been  a  member  of  Catholic  Daugh- 
ter's of  America  since  1924.  They  have  four  children:  Joseph, 
Chicago,  married  Shirley  Miller,  five  children,  two  grand- 
children; Catherine,  Mrs.  James  W.  Evans,  Ohio  (see  James 
Evans  History),  four  children,  nine  grandchildren;  Helen, 
Mrs.  John  J.  Mcllwee,  Wilmette,  five  children;  and  Louis, 
Ukiah,  California,  married  Dorothy  Degnan,  two  children. 

JAMES  W.  EVANS 
James  W.  Evans,  Bloomington,  son  of  Waive  and 
Cordelia  Lasher  Evans,  came  to  Ohio  in  1939  as  Agriculture 
instructor  in  the  high  school.  He  married  Catherine  Spohn, 
beautician  (see  Peter  J.  Spohn  History).  Four  children: 
Mrs.  Colleen  Thompson,  Evanston,  two  children;  Bonnie, 
Mrs.  Neele  Stearns,  Glencoe,  two  children;  Sheila,  Mrs. 
Edward  J.  Bradley,  Jr.,  Evanston,  three  children;  and  Nora, 
Mrs.  William  J.  Zora,  Bloomington,  two  children.  Mr. 
Zora  was  Ohio  High  School  instructor,  1968-1970.  The 
Evanses  live  at  305  E.  Van  Buren  Street  in  the  house  built 
by  Marvin  Cadwalader  in  1916.  They  purchased  the  home 
from  Mrs.  George  McGonigle  in  1953. 

MOLLN  FAMILY 

Heinrich  Molln  (1818-1901)  came  from  Schleswig  Hol- 
stein  Germany  at  age  12.  He  settled  in  La  Moille  Township 
in  1861  where  Alvin  Zimmerlien  lives  now.  He  married 
ElsabaRitter  (1821 -1884)  and  they  had  five  children:  (1)  John 
Henry  married  Dora  Halbert,  five  children,  John,  Willie, 
Carey,  George  and  Mary.  (2)  Fredrich  (see  write  up  under 
Fredrich  Molln).  (3)  John  Jacob  married  Caroline  Fahs, 
five  children,  Minnie,  Otto,  Lewis,  Alvin  and  Esther, 
(4)  Barbara  married  John  Eggers,  three  children,  Anna, 
Minnie  and  Mary.  (5)  Anna  married  a  Mr.  Martin,  they  had 
two  children,  Minnie  and  Julian. 

Fredrich  Molln  (second  child  of  Heinrich  Molln),  married 
Mary  Fetzer  and  lived  where  Elwood  Molln  now  lives.  They 
had  five  children:  Edward  married  Anna  Parchen,  no  child- 
ren. Frank  married  Anna  Hardersen,  after  her  death,  he 
married  Erma  Russman,  no  children.  Herman  married  Marie 
Rasmussen,  no  children.  Elmer  (see  write  up  under  Elmer 
Molln).  Charles  (see  write  up  under  Charles  Molln). 

Elmer  Molln,  (fourth  child  of  Fredrich  Molln),  married 
Dora  Hafner,  two  children.  (1)  Elwood  married  Ruth  Kerch- 
ner  and  they  have  four  children,  Linda  (married  Roger 
Purvis,  two  children:  Lynette  and  Troy),  Doris  (married 
John  Helm,  one  child,  Marci),  Eldon  and  Arlen.   (2)  Harry 


married    Arlita    Murray,    they    had    three    children,    Alan 
(married  Nancy  Kent),  Sandra  and  Richard. 

Charles  Molln,  (fifth  child  of  Fredrich  Molln),  married 
Cora  (VIehlbrech.  They  had  two  children:  (1)  Myron  married 
Lois  Rempfer  and  they  had  five  children;  Janice  (married 
Robert  Williams.  They  have  two  children:  Jennifer  and 
Milissa),  Gary  (deceased),  David,  LaVerne  and  Kevin. 
(2)  Ivan  never  married. 

GUYH.  EVER  FAMILY 

Guy  H.  Eyer  (1894-1973)  born  at  Annawan,  and  his 
wife,  Oreta  M.  Eyer  (1899-1974)  born  at  Duncan's  Bridge, 
Missouri,  farmed  in  Missouri  and  Wyanet,  III.,  before 
moving  to  the  George  Sisler  farm,  two  and  one-half  miles 
east  of  Ohio  on  route  92,  in  1938.  Guy  was  a  member  of 
Ohio  Masonic  Lodge.  Oreta  was  active  in  Ohio  Woman's 
Club  and  Home  Bureau.  They  were  members  of  Ohio  Metho- 
dist Church,  and  remained  active  even  after  moving  in  1944 
to  a  farm  purchased  in  the  southeast  corner  of  Walnut  Town- 
ship, and  then  retiring  In  Princeton.  Those  who  knew  Guy 
remember  his  friendly  wave  and  firm  handshake.  Oreta 
was  known  for  her  helping  hand  and  her  talent  in  making 
beautiful  handwork.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  daugh- 
ters, Lucille  and  Helen. 

Helen  married  Robert  Linden  of  Tiskilwa,  and  she 
teaches  in  the  Walnut  Grade  School.  The  Lindens  own  and 
reside  on  the  Eyer  farm  in  Walnut  Township  and  they  have 
two  sons,  Tom  and  Gary. 

Lucille  married  Clifford  Anderson  of  Wyanet.  They 
moved  from  the  Wyanet  area  to  the  George  Sisler  farm  at 
the  time  the  Eyers  moved  to  Walnut  Township.  The  Sisler 
farm  was  a  livestock  farm,  and  it  was  a  unique  occurrence 
each  day  to  see  and  hear  the  excitement  of  the  hogs  as  the 
Sisler  Creamery  truck  came  down  route  92  with  buttermilk 
that  was  dumped  into  the  big  troughs  for  the  hogs  at  this 
farm. 

In  1959,  the  Andersons  purchased  and  moved  to  the  H. 
R.  Johnson  farm  southwest  of  Ohio.  Their  children  are: 
Virginia  Pettegrew  of  University  City,  Missouri;  Gayla  (Mrs. 
Gary  Hylland)  of  Glen  Ellyn,  III.  and  Larry  of  Walnut,  III. 

VIVIAN  R.  MARTIN 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vivian  R.  Martin  moved  to  Ohio  in  1953. 
Vivian  was  born  in  Manlius,  and  Kathryn,  his  wife,  was  born 
in  Richland,  Georgia.  Vivian  served  in  the  Army  during 
World  War  II  and  met  Kathryn  at  Ft.  Benning,  Ga.,  where 
she  was  manager  of  the  Infantry  School  Book  Store. 

The  Martins  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Sandra 
and  Randal.  Sandra  married  Maynard  Scroggins  of  S.  Lyon 
Michigan,  they  have  a  daughter,  JacKie,  a  high  school 
senior.  Sandra  operates  "Sandy's  Beauty  Salon"  in  their 
home  on  the  LeRoy  Grossman  farm.  Randal  married  Barbara 
Dale  while  they  were  students  at  U.  of  I.  They  now  live  on 
the  Clayton  C.  Guither  farm  in  Walnut  Township,  where 
Randal  is  engaged  in  farming  and  raising  hogs  and  cattle. 

The  Vivian  Martin's  now  reside  on  the  Mrs.  Alma  A. 
Gerber  farm  southeast  of  Ohio  where  he  is  engaged  in 
farming  and  breeding  purebred  Hampshire  hogs.  The  Martin 
family  are  members  of  the  Ohio  Methodist  Church;  Vivian 
is  presently  Chairman  of  the  Trustees  and  has  served  on  the 
board  for  many  years;  Kathryn,  a  former  Sunday  School 
teacher,  is  now  membership  secretary. 

MICHAEL  WARKINS 
Michael  Warkins  (1876-1970)  son  of  Valentine  and 
Elizabeth  (Vickrey)  Warkins  was  married  to  Margaret  E. 
O'Hare  in  1897.  (see  Patrick  O'Hare).  Mike,  a  farmer,  lived 
most  of  his  married  years  on  a  farm  northeast  of  Ohio  (now 
Robert  Eidenmiller  farm)  and  in  1935,  moved  to  Ohio  and 
worked  with  his  son,  Francis,  who  was  a  carpenter.  They  were 
parents  of  ten  children  all  raised  in  Ohio  area:  Blanch  Riedel- 
belke,  Mendota  -  Mary  E.  (Mrs.  Bill  Donovan),  Wisconsin  - 
Valentine  (1899-1935)  -  Bernice  (Mrs.  Harold  Oberschelo) 
La  Moille,  three  children,  Harry,  David,  and  Bruce  -  Lucian 
(1908-1909)  Omar,  Sycamore  -  Zita  M.  (Mrs.  Gene  Adams), 


Aurora  -  Clementine  (1913-1975)  Florence  (Mrs.  Walter 
Becker)  (1915-1964)  and  Francis  Warkins,  who  still  resides 
in  Ohio,  married  Alice  A.  Hawks  (see  Joseph  Hawks)  and  had 
four  children:  Bernard  married  Lois  Ousec,  Peru,  -  now 
resides  in  Rock  Falls,  children,  Yvonne,  Michael,  JoAnne, 
Patrick,  Timothy  and  Thomas.  John  Richard  married  Anna- 
Mae  Gorman,  Sheffield  -  reside  in  Princeton,  two  children, 
J.  R.  and  Debra.  Donald  (deceased).  Helen  (Mrs.  William) 
Sheridan,  Dixon,  children  -  Ronald,  Donald  and  Mary. 

Frank  was  an  active  carpenter  in  this  area  and  built 
several  farm  buildings  around  Ohio  and  assisted  in  building 
new  homes  for  his  sons. 

ANNIE  REMSBURG 

Annie  Remsburg  Ruff  Wilson  was  four  years  old  wnen 
she  came  with  her  parents  in  a  covered  wagon  from  Fremont, 
Ohio.  She  sang  "In  the  Sweet  Bye  and  Bye,"  all  the  way  from 
Ohio  and  they  calk  :■  her  Miss  Little  Sweet  Bye  and  Bye.  Her 
parents  were  Solomon  and  Margaret  Shawl  Remsburg. 
Others  who  came  with  them  from  the  state  of  Ohio  were: 
Margaret's  parents,  Eleanor  and  Michael  Shawl.  Annie's 
two  half  brothers,  Isaiah  and  Carleton  Remsburg  and  her 
brother,  George. 

Isaiah  W.  Remsburg  married  Sarah  A.  Hensel  in  1870 
and  they  had  three  children:  Lottie  G.,  Elma  M.  and  Hattie 
R. 

After  Solomon  and  Margaret  retired  from  the  farm, 
Solomon  had  a  hardware  business  in  town,  and  their  home 
was  just  south  of  Mabel  Ruff's  and  Hattie's,  and  Isaiah 
and  Sarah  lived  just  south  of  them. 

James  Grant  Ruff  had  a  big  part  in  the  beginnings  of 
Ohio.  He  married  Annie  Remsburg  after  the  Civil  War.  They 
had  three  children:  Claude,  Maude  (Golden)  and  Blanche. 
Mr.  Remsburg  had  a  bank  and  a  library  of  his  own  books 
from  which  he  loaned  books  to  others.  He  died  at  age  41. 

Annie  Remsburg  Ruff  married  William  S.  Wilson  in 
1893.  She  was  postmistress  for  four  years  and  Mr.  Wilson 
was  also  a  banker. 

A  known  descendent  is  Mrs.  Charles  (Marjorie  Golden) 
Diehlof  Mt.  Morris,  III. 


JOSEPH  HARLEN  PALMER 

Joseph  Harlen  Palmer  (1840-1923)  married  Leidia  A. 
Brock  in  1865  when  they  moved  to  La  Moille.  in  1876,  they 
moved  to  Ohio.  He  was  a  Civil  War  Veteran.  They  had  five 
children,  the  three  surviving  were:  Lawrence,  Manie  Palmer 
(Shifflett)  and  Clyde. 

Lawrence  W.  D.  Palmer  (1867-1969)  was  born  in  La 
Moille  just  before  the  family  moved  to  Ohio.  He  married 
Olive  Dagett  of  New  Bedford,  April  3,  1901.  He  was  a  painter 
and  decorator  and  also  an  undertaker.  He  had  a  furniture 
and  piano  store  in  the  old  Chandler  building  on  Main  Street 
just  north  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Just  a  few  days  after  he 
died  he  would  have  been  102  years  old.  His  daughter  Lucille 
Palmer  (Mrs.  Larry  Palmer)  was  born  in  Ohio  and  is  his  only 
descendent. 

JOHN  WESLEY  BROWN 

John  Wesley  brown  canie  trom  the  state  of  Ohio,  marrieo 
Mary  Elizabeth  Ross  on  January  18,  1879.  They  lived  on  a 
farm  southeast  of  Ohio  many  years.  John  and  Elizabeth  had 
four  sons. 

Joseph  was  the  oldest,  and  he  had  three  sons  and  a 
daughter.  He  lived  in  the  Kasbeer  area  all  of  his  life. 

Ben,  became  a  dentist  after  receiving  his  schooling 
at  Northwestern,  in  Evanston,  Illinois.  He  lived  in  Colchester 
and  practiced  dentistry  there.  He  had  five  children,  one  of 
whom  is  Lois  Pendarvis.  The  Pendarvis  family  has  lived  on  a 
farm  that  joins  the  old  Brown  homestead  since  about  1939. 

Foster,  who  married  and  moved  to  Tony,  Wisconsin  had 
three  children.  He  milked  a  lot  of  dairy  cattle  until  ill  health 
forced  him  into  other  work. 

The  youngest  of  these  sons,  was  Roy.  Roy  served  in  the 


World  War  I,  as  an  orderly  in  the  field  hospital  in  France. 
He  returned  after  the  end  of  the  war  and  became  a  rural 
mail  carrier  out  of  the  Ohio  Post  Office.  He  held  this  position 
for  more  than  thirty  years.  He  continued  to  help  his  parents 
on  the  farm  and  on  February  21,  1920,  he  married  Lillie  E. 
Holz  of  the  Red  Oak  and  Walnut  area.  Roy  and  Lillie  had  five 
children,    Clifford,    John,    Eugene,    Helen    and    Kathleen. 

ANDREW  RASMUSSEN 
Andrew  Rasmussen  (1869-1954)  was  born  in  Denmark 
to  Peter  and  Anna  tvlarie  Rasmussen.  He  came  to  America 
in  the  late  1880's  and  worked  on  farms  around  Ohio,  then 
went  to  Cripple  Creek,  Colo.,  where  he  and  a  partner  had  a 
gold  mine,  which  they  worked  for  about  a  year.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Illinois  and  in  1894,  he  married  Kirsten  Munsen. 
Thev  farmed  north  of  Ohio  and  he  worked  part-time  for  his 
wife's  brothers,  "Munsen  Brothers  Brick  and  Tile  Factory" 
which  they  later  sold  to  Oberschelps.  He  hauled  bricks  to 
Ohio  for  the  building  of  the  Ohio  State  Bank.  Later,  he  bought 
a  farm  east  of  Ohio  where  they  lived  until  moving  to  Ohio. 
They  had  five  children.  (1)  Anna  (Mrs.  Oscar)  Anderson, 
DeKalb,  parents  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  (2)  Thyra 
(Mrs.  George)  Foster,  lived  in  Chicago,  then  retired  to  the 
home  farm  and  now  resides  in  Princeton.  (3)  Marie  (Mrs. 
Art)  Shotton,  La  Moille.  (4)  Peter  married  Florence  Guthrie, 
five  children  and  reside  near  Amboy.  (5)  Andrew  married 
Lilah  Bramer,  parents  of  one  daughter,  reside  at  Arlington. 

RANDALL  FARRELL  FAMILY 
In  1965,  Randall  Farrell,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Delmar 
Farrell  and  Sally  Anderson,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Howard  W.  Anderson  Sr.,  were  married  in  Ohio.  They  spent 
four  years  with  the  U.  S.  Navy  in  Jacksonville,  Florida  where 
Vicky  Sue  was  born  in  1966  and  Kelly  Ann  was  born  in  1969. 
They  returned  to  Ohio  in  1969.  Scott  Randall  Lamar  was 
born  in  1971.  They  purchased  a  home  on  Grove  Street  in 
1971.  Randy  owns  and  operates  Farrell  Heating  and  Cooling 
in  Ohio.  In  March,  1977,  Randy  and  Douglas  Johnson  pur- 
chased a  building  formerly  owned  by  Louis  Glash  at  104  N. 
Main  Street  in  Ohio. 


Harris,  lives  in  Ohio,  III.;  Leslie,  born  1928,  married  Peggy 
Sabin,  lives  in  Walnut,  III.;  and  Verden,  born  1931,  married 
Barbara  Johnson,  lives  in  Princeton,  III. 

Kenneth  bought  the  family  farm  and  has  lived  there 
since  1961 .  Kenneth  and  Jerria  had  three  children.  They  are: 
Linda,  born  1947,  married  Darrel  Lauritzen,  has  two  children, 
Amber  and  Brian,  lives  in  Henry,  III.;  Kevin,  born  1948, 
lives  in  the  Ohio  area;  and  Brenda,  born  1951 ,  married  David 
Waterhouse,  has  one  son,  Chad,  lives  in  Ohio,  III. 

This  makes  the  7th  direct  generation  living  in  the  Ohio 
area.  The  farm  home  was  built  in  1870.  It  was  enlarged  and 
remodeled  as  the  family  grew.  The  kitchen  end  of  the  house 
is  the  original  building.  The  original  beams  were  revealed 
when  the  room  was  repaneled. 

H. H.  KENNEDY 

Although  most  of  his  younger  years  were  spent  in  the 
Van  Orin  vicinity,  H.  H.  Kennedy,  together  with  his  daugh- 
ter, Zula,  spent  many  years  in  the  Village  of  Ohio.  He  passed 
away  in  his  home  on  Lawn  Hill  in  1923  at  the  age  of  83.  His 
daughter,  Zula,  remained  in  Ohio  until  her  death  in  1960. 

Born  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1839, 
H.  H.  Kennedy  came  to  Bureau  County  in  the  Spring  of 
1864.  In  1869,  he  married  Margaret  McDowell  also  from 
Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania,  born  1841.  By  1877, 
he  owned  120  acres  near  Van  Orin  and  raised  livestock.  He 
and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  four  children:  Millie  (born 
1869,  married  Charles  Newton);  Eveline  (born  1874,  married 
Melvin  Carey);  Zula  (born  1876);  and  Harry  Delbert  (born 
1878,  later  moving  to  Marshall,  Minnesota). 


HENRY  CHRISTIAN  BAUMGARTNER  FAMILY 
Henry  Christian  Baumgartner  (1840-1919)  was  born  in 
Berne,  Switzerland  to  Christian  and  Julie  Baumgartner. 
When  he  was  eleven  years  old  the  family  emigrated  to  New 
Philadelphia,  Ohio,  USA.  Julie  and  the  children  moved  to 
the  Red  Oak  area  in  1853,  after  the  death  of  her  husband. 

Henry  Christian  served  in  the  52nd  Volunteer  Infantry 
during  the  Civil  War.  While  on  furlough,  he  married  Anna 
Pope  in  1864.  He  bought  the  farm,  presently  owned  by 
Kenneth  Baumgartner,  in  1868  from  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad  Grant  of  1855,  for  $12.00  per  acre.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Red  Oak  Church.  Henry  Christian  and  Anna 
had  nine  children.  They  were:  Anna,  born  1866,  married 
Fred  Albrecht;  John,  born  1867,  married  Mary  Maus;  Mary, 
born  1869,  married  George  Meyer;  Solomon,  born  1872, 
married  Louise  Barth;  Elizabeth,  born  1873,  married  Ben- 
jamin Albrecht;  Henry,  born  1875,  married  Mary  Albrecht; 
Daniel  (1876-1958)  married  Florence  Bubeck;  Millie,  born 
1880,  married  Ed  Albrecht,  second  husband  was  Louis 
Gonigam;  George  (1882-1890). 

Daniel  bought  the  family  farm  in  1915.  He  served  as 
school  board  director  of  the  Dad  Joe  School,  was  a  member 
of  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge,  and  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Red  Oak  Church.  Daniel  and  Florence  had  five  children. 
They  are:  Howard  (1906-1964)  married  Esther  King  who  lives 
in  Walnut;  LeRoy  (1909-1910);  Raymond,  born  1912,  married 
Joanne  Spiece,  lives  in  Peru;  Marjorie,  born  1915,  lives  in 
Battle  Creek,  Mich.;  Irma,  born  1917,  married  Don  Brewer, 
lives  in  Battle  Creek.  Mich. 

In  1962,  Howard  bought  the  family  farm.  Howard  was 
head  mechanic  for  GBH  &  Co.  until  his  death.  Howard  and 
Esther  had  four  children.  They  are:  Kenneth,  born  1924, 
married  Jerria  Shearer;  Jane,    born    1926,    married   Wayne 


Fenwick  Anderson 


Jeannette  Peek  Anderson 


FENWICK  ANDERSON 

Fenwick  Anderson  (1818-1889)  was  born  in  the  south 
of  Scotland.  He  emigrated  to  Canada  at  the  age  of  21,  and 
shortly  thereafter  to  the  States,  settling  in  northern  Illinois. 
His  parents  were  James  and  Jane  (Murray)  Anderson  who 
remained  in  Canada. 

On  the  15th  of  May,  1848,  in  Ogle  County,  he  married 
Jeanette  Peek  who  was  born  to  John  and  Lucretia  (Lamb) 
Peek  in  1831.  Her  family  had  come  from  Vermont  to  Illinois 
at  about  the  same  time  as  Fenwick  came  from  New  York. 

In  1849,  Fenwick  Anderson  purchased  a  claim  in  Lee 
County  from  Robert  Tate.  The  claim  was  the  S  Vj  of  Sec.  34 
of  East  Grove  Twp.  The  family  lived  in  a  crude  log  house, 
which  was  on  the  land,  for  about  four  years.  Their  first  two 
children  were  born  in  the  cabin  which  had  been  used  for  many 
years  as  a  staae  depot  on  the  Galena  and  Peoria  road. 

The  family  home,  known  as  the  "Brick",  was  built  after 
Mr.  Anderson  and  S.  P.  Mcintosh  put  up  a  kiln  in  the  south 
part  of  the  grove  and  fired  200,000  bricks  from  which  Mr. 
Anderson  built  his  family  a  permanent  house.  It  was  begun  in 
1851,  finished  in  1853,  using  the  native  timber  to  complete 
the  house.  The  farm  and  home  was  the  scene  of  many  picnics 
and  get-togethers  over  the  years. 

Mr.  Anderson  farmed  most  of  his  adult  life  and  was 


extensively  engaged  in  raising  sheep.  He  would  clip  the  wool 
from  1,000  sheep  and  haul  it  to  Chicago  where  he  received 
40c  a  pound.  A  pioneer  in  spirit,  he  was  the  first  to  take  a 
reaper  to  Ogle  County  in  1845,  when  he  was  manager  of  a 
large  farm  there. 

The  Andersons  were  reared  in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
and  were  highly  respected  community  members.  Mr. 
Anderson  was  an  ardent  Republican,  as  were  his  sons.  He 
firmly  believed  in  a  high  protective  tariff.  As  a  Lee  County 
resident,  he  served  as  supervisor  for  3  terms  and  as  justice 
of  the  peace  for  4  years.  He  was  active  in  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Retiring  from  the  farm  in  1887,  he  and  his  wife  moved 
to  the  village  of  Ohio.  Their  residence  was  on  the  east  side 
of  the  village  where  their  home  faced  the  school  lot  (now 
owned  by  the  Edward  Duffy  family).  Mr.  Anderson  served 
as  the  tenth  President  of  the  Village  Board  of  Trustees  from 
1890-1892. 

Thirteen  children  were  born  to  the  Andersons,  three 
died  in  infancy.  Ten  children  lived  to  maturity  and  gave  the 
community  many  descendants.  Their  children  were:  (1)  Alice, 
who  married  William  Balcom,  they  had  two  children.  Pearl 
and  Bert;  (2)  Fenwick  R.,  who  married  Emma  Wilson,  they 
had  three  children,  Maria  and  twin  sons,  Verd  and  Bill; 
(3)  William  H.,  who  married  Kate  O'Neil,  they  had  three 
children,  William  F.,  Seth  T.,  and  Mary  Jeanette;  (4)  Frank, 
who  married  Agnes  Sheehan,  they  had  three  children,  one 
died  in  infancy,  Edna  and  Charles;  (5)  Albert  J.,  who  married 
Mary  Knuth,  they  had  one  child.  Pearl;  (6)  Emma,  who 
married  William  Knuth,  they  had  no  children;  (7)  Fergus, 
(known  as  "Tad")  who  married  Gertrude,  they  had  one 
child,  Ruth;  (8)  Harriet,  (known  as  "Hattie")  who  married 
A.  J.  Neis,  they  had  two  children,  Adelbert  ("A.D.")  and 
Jeanette;  (9)  George,  who  married  Edith  Savage,  they  had 
6  children,  2  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  Grace,  Hazel,  Fergus, 
and  Martha  ("Mattie");  and  (10)  Charter,  who  married  Rena 
Doran,  they  had  4  children,  Raymond,  Hobart,  Giles,  and 
Edward. 

THOMASO'NEIL 
Thomas  O'Neil,  born  in  Tipperary  County  Ireland 
emigrated  to  the  States  about  1850.  He  married  Mary  Ann 
Doyle  of  Philadelphia,  Pa..,  and  moved  westward  to  Illinois 
in  1869.  Their  first  home  was  just  north  of  the  present  site 
of  O'Neil  school.  He  farmed  all  his  life.  They  were  the 
parents  of  three  children:  Catherine  "Kate"  (Anderson) 
born  in  1860;  William    "Tony"    (1863-1922);    Mary  Ellen 

(Underine)  born  in  1865.  William  was  educated  in  the  local 
schools  and  furthered  his  education  in  the  East.  He  was 
best  known  as  "Tony",  because  he  enjoyed  dressing  in  the 
latest  style,  in  "high  tone".  He  never  married. 

EDITH  UNDERINE  CASSIDY 
Edith  Underine  was  married  to  John  Michael  Cassidy 
of  Princeton  in  1922.  He  was  a  barber  and  for  several  years 
they  lived  in  Princeton.  They  became  the  parents  of  one  son, 
John  Francis,  (born  1923) who  resides  in  Centerville,  Iowa 
with  his  family.  The  family  moved  to  Ohio  in  1934,  where  Mr. 
Cassidy  continued  his  profession  until  his  death  in  1937. 
Following  her  husband  's  death,  Edith  and  Margaret  Albrecht 
managed  a  restaurant  in  Ohio.  In  1942,  she  returned  to 
Princeton,  where  she  was  director  of  diets  at  Princeton 
Hospital.  She  remained  in  this  position  until  her  retire- 
ment in  1967,  after  a  25-year  career  at  the  hospital.  She 
returned  home  to  Ohio  and  to  the  home  of  her  childhood  on 
West  Church  Street,  where  she  directed  her  energy  toward 
remodeling  and  restoring  the  home  built  by  her  grandfather, 
Thomas  O'Neil,  in  1880.  In  this  home,  he  used  small  trees, 
12  inches  of  diameter  for  the  foundation  sills. 

SETH  ANDERSON 

Seth  T.  Anderson   (1885-1962)  son  of  William   H.   and 

Kate  (O'Neil)  Anderson,  married  Marie  (Mary)  Schultz  of 

Sterling  in  1912.  As  a  bride  and  groom,  they  moved  to  his 

father's  farm.  Seth  had  attended  the  local  O'Neil  school. 


where  he  later  served  for  many  years  on  the  school  board, 
Coppins  Business  School  in  Dixon,  and  an  Iowa  businesa 
school  completed  his  education. 

The  Andersons  lived  at  the  "Brick"  for  thirty  years  and 
were  often  hosts  to  their  friends  for  an  evening  of  fun  and 
dancing  there.  The  baseball  diamond  in  the  timber  continued 
to  be  used  in  the  summer,  when  rival  teams  from  the  sur- 
rounding communities  met  there  for  a  Sunday  afternoon 
ballgame.  The  games  ceased  in  the  late  1930's. 

Their  first  children,  twins,  died  at  birth;  but  they  became 
parents  of  three  other  children:  Mary  Catherine  (Bunder- 
son)  born  in  1915;  Donald  Thomas  born  in  1918;  and  Lois 
Margaret  (Erickson)  born  in  1926. 

In  1942,  they  left  the  homestead  and  moved  to  their  own 
farm.  Mr.  Anderson  served  as  East  Grove  township  super- 
visor for  thirty-two  years  and  was  also  clerk.  His  widow 
"Mary  Seth",  as  many  fondly  call  her  to  distinguish  her  from 
other  "Mary's",  presently  lives  in  Rockford  with  her  son 
and  his  wife. 

WILLIAM  FENWICK  (LONG  BILL)  ANDERSON  I 
William  Fenwick  "Long  Bill"  (called  this  because  he  was 
tall  and  slim  and  to  distinguish  him  from  the  several  "Bill 
Andersons")  was  the  eldest  son  of  William  Henry  and 
Catherine  (C  Neil)  Anderson.  He  spent  his  early  years  on  the 
farm,  and  attended  Coppins  Business  School  in  Dixon.  About 
1915,  he  purchased  a  hardware  business  from  Bert  "Cappy" 
Balcom  which  became  his  lite-long  career.  In  1927,  Ohio's 
"most  eligible  bachelor"  married  Ellen  Pearl  Hannan,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Bridget  (Finn)  Hannan  of  Princeton.  Miss 
Hannan  was  a  seamstress  In  the  local  community,  and  she 
completed  2  years  at  the  Catholic  Academy  in  Ohio.  They  be- 
came the  parents  of  three  children:  William  Fenwick  II, 
born  in  1930;  Mary  Ann  (Mrs.  John  Madden),  born  in  1933; 
and  Ellen  Janet  (Mrs.  Richard  Giacomelli,  born  in  1936). 

"Long  Bill"  was  a  businessman  with  a  heart  who  carried 
many  accounts  "on  the  books",  never  to  be  collected,  as  he 
gave  a  helping  hand  to  those  in  need  as  well  as  to  those  who 
had  a  poor  memory  for  debts.  Mr.  Anderson  served  as  mayor 
of  the  village  from  1933  until  1945.  Following  his  death  on 
July  30,  1956,  the  Anderson  Hardware  was  sold  to  Joseph 
Hannan.  Mrs.  Anderson  continues  to  live  in  the  family  house 
on  East  Jackson  Street. 

WILLIAM  FENWICK  ANDERSON  JR. 
A  fourth  generation  of  Andersons  became  residents 
of  the  "Brick",  following  the  marriage  of  William  Fenwick 
Anderson,  Jr.,  (son  of  William  F.  and  Ellen  Pearl  Hannan 
Anderson)  and  Lois  Mary  Robbins  of  Amboy,  in  1963.  He 
served  2  years  in  the  U.  S.  Army,  serving  in  Korea.  Upon 
his  return,  he  took  over  the  operation  of  the  family  farm  which 
was  homesteaded  by  his  great-grandfather  in  1849.  Before 
her  marriage,  Mrs.  Anderson  taught  home  economics  in  the 
high  schools  of  both  Walnut  and  Rock  Falls,  Illinois.  After 
their  marriage,  salvation  of  the  "Brick",  was  begun  as  it  had 
been  unoccupied  for  a  period  of  time.  They  are  the  parents 
of  three  children:  William  Fenwick  III,  born  in  1964;  Eric 
Robbins,  born  in  1965;  and  Katherine  Mary  "Kate",  born  in 
1968. 

JOHN  F.  UNDERINE 

John  F.  Underine  (1865-1930)  married  Mary  Ellen 
O'Neil,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Ann  O'Neil,  in  1888. 
He  was  the  son  of  Michele  and  Catherine  (Von  Weindel) 
Underine  of  Germany.  He  was  born  in  East  Grove  Township, 
and  farmed  most  of  his  life.  After  retiring,  he  was  township 
road  commissioner  for  the  village  of  Ohio  until  his  death. 
Before  her  marriage,  Mrs.  Underine  taught  at  the  O'Neil 
school.  They  lived  in  the  house  built  by  Thomas  O'Neil 
on  the  west  side  of  town. 

The  Underine's  were  the  parents  of  seven  children: 
Virgil,  who  owned  and  operated  the  local  meat  market; 
Loretta  (Snider)  of  Chicago;  Hazel  (Schultz)  of  Chicago; 
Helen  (Mrs.  Foster  Rudiger)  of  Manlius;  John,  who  died 
in  1922;  Edith  (Cassidy)  of  Ohio;  and  Anna  (Lewis). 


Picture  taken  on  the  south    side  of  the  Brick  about  1903 


Children  seated  on  lawn:  Pearl  "Sleepy"  Anderson, 
'Twin"  Bill  Anderson,  A.  D.  "Ducky"  Neis,  Verd 
Anderson. 

Ladies  seated  and  children;  Maria  Anderson 
Fagan  Smith,  baby  Curtis  Fagan,  Mrs.  Charter 
(Rena)  Anderson,  baby  Ray  Anderson,  Mrs.  Fergus 
(Gertrude)  Anderson,  Ruth  Anderson,  Hattie 
Anderson  Neis,  Grace  Anderson  (Buckley),  Emma 
Anderson  Knuth,  Alice  Anderson  Bolcum,  Charles 
Anderson,  Jeannette  Peek  Anderson,  Horace 
Peek.  Hazel  Anderson,  (Conner),  Mrs.  Horace 
Peek.  Bella  Anderson.      ,  Mayme  Anderson. 


Standing:  Bill  Fagan,  Mag  Anderson,  Mrs.  Albert 
(Mary)  Anderson,  Mrs.  George  (Edith)  Anderson, 
Pearl    Balcom    Pomeroy,  ,    Nettie    Anderson 

(Pomeroy),    Nellie   Ogan    (Walters),    housekeeper, 
Bert    "Cappy"    Balcom,    Edna   Anderson    (Welty), 
,  Seth  Anderson,  Bill  Balcom,  Albert  "Buddy" 
Knuth. 

Standing,  back  row:  Bill  "Long  Bill"  Anderson, 
Charter  Anderson,  Albert  "Ab"  Anderson,  William 
H.  Anderson,  Fergus  "Tad"  Anderson,  Frank 
Anderson,  George  Anderson,  Fenwick  Anderson. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  ANDERSON 
William  Henry  Anderson  (1857-1940)  was  the  first 
child  to  be  born  in  "the  Brick"  to  Fenwick  and  Jeanette  Peek 
Anderson.  His  entire  life  was  spent  in  the  Ohio  community. 
He  married  Catherine  "Kate"  O'Neil  in  Ohio,  Illinois.  She 
was  the  eldest  child  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Ann  (Doyle)  O'Neil. 
The  couple  lived  on  and  farmed  the  Fenwick  Anderson  home- 
stead and  reared  three  children  there:  William  Fenwick, 
born  in  1884:  Seth  Thomas,  born  In  1885;  and  Mary  Jeanette 
"Nettle",  born  in  1888. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  supervisor  of  the  township.  The 
northwest  corner  of  the  timber  was  known  as  the  "ball 
diamond"  for  many  years  when  the  Anderson  farm  was  the 
scene  of  community  ballgames.  Following  the  death  of  his 
wife  in  1901 ,  Mr.  Anderson  continued  to  live  at  the  farm  until 
he  moved  to  town.  In  1915,  he  purchased  a  lot  from  John 
Lynch  and  built  a  house  where  he  lived  with  his  son's  family 
until  his  death. 

GUY  DANA  MORTON 

The  name,  Morton,  has  changed  through  the  centuries. 
In  France,  before  1066,  it  was  spelled  "Martina";  to  England, 
then  to  Scotland  where  the  name  became  Morten,  l-rom  Scot- 
land, the  family  went  to  greener  lands  in  County  Cork,  Ire- 
land, in  the  18th  century;  then  to  New  York  in  1827,  by 
sailboat.  They  settled  in  Spuyten  Duyvil  Creek  to  await  the 
birth  of  Charles  Morton,  Guy's  father. 

Charles  came,  as  a  young  man,  to  Chicago  where  he 


joined  the  Fire  Department  and  was  Chief  until  1870  -  just 
before  the  Big  Fire,  1871.  He  moved  his  family  to  Dundee. 
He  married  Eliza  Ann  Taylor,  a  school  teacher  from  Wheaton, 
and  had  eight  children.  She  wrote  short  stories  for  Gody's 
Ladies  Book",  a  forerunner  of  'Ladies  Home  Journal".  On 
Oct.  9,  1871,  one  of  their  teenage  daughters  remarked  that 
the  eastern  sky  was  so  red,  there  must  be  a  terrible  fire. 
There  was!  Most  of  Chicago  was  burning,  on  the  night 
Guy  Morton  was  born. 

Guy's  mother  died  when  he  was  twelve.  When  he  was 
sixteen,  his  father  took  him  to  a  relative's  ranch  in  Montana 
where  he  herded  sheep.  He  took  books  of  Shakespeare, 
Robert  Burns,  and  Thomas  Carlyle  with  him  and.  in  the 
stillness  and  beauty  of  the  Rockies,  memonzeo  page  after 
page  of  poetry  -which  In  later  life  was  ms  greatest  pleasure. 

Somewhat  later,  Guy  heard  about  a  position  in  Ohio, 
III.,  and  was  hired  by  Mr.  Balcom  as  plumber  and  tinner. 
After  a  few  years,  he  owned  his  own  business  and  was  the 
first  plumber  in  Bureau  County  to  be  granted  a  license  by 
examination. 

Guy  was  an  active  member  of  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  Masonic 
Lodges  in  Ohio.  He  helped  build  the  Methodist  Church  in 
1912.  He  was  a  member  of  the  School  Board  for  twenty 
vears  and  Township  Clerk  for  twentv-five.  He  married  Ada 
Schmaus  in  1899  and  to  them  were  born  three  children.  (1) 
Helen,  school  teacher,  and  graduate  of  Northwestern  Univer- 
sity, married  Timothy  Calhamer,  Mechanical  Engineer,  of 
Ohio.  They  have  two  sons,  Guy  and  Allen.  (2)  Charles,  gradu- 


ate  of  Lombard  College,  was  chemist  for  C.  B.  Q.,  later  be- 
came superintendent  of  Wood  Preserving.  Married  Winifred 
Caldwell  of  Galesburg;  fias  one  son,  William  Cfiarles  and  four 
grandctiildren.  (3)  Carlyle  Guy,  graduate  of  Knox  College, 
textile  cfiemist  for  American  Institute  of  Laundries.  Carlyle 
and  wife,  Dorothy  Ogan,  from  Ohio,  have  purchased  a  retire- 
ment home  in  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  near  their  older  daughter, 
Carolyn  and  her  four  children.  Their  younger  daughter, 
Virginia,  married  an  Episcopal  minister  and  teaches  physical 
education  in  Racine  schools. 

In  1903,  Guy  and  Ada  built  a  house  on  Lawn  Hill,  where 
they  lived  until  their  deaths,  Guy  in  1954  and  Ada  in  1970. 
Ada's  brother,  Albert,  lived  with  her  for  about  ten  years. 
She  lived  in  Ohio  all  her  life,  nearly  ninety  years. 

ROBERT  EDLEFSON  FAfVIILY 
Robert  Ediefson  and  Ruth  Norene  were  married  in  1946 
and  moved  to  the  farm  east  of  Ohio  at  that  time.  This  farm 
was  known  as  the  Smith  farm.  It  was  purchased  by  Robert's 
father,  John  Ediefson  in  1926  from  the  heirs  of  Anson  Smith, 
and  was  transferred  to  Robert  in  1968.  The  farm  was 
originally  purchased  from  the  government  in  1850  by  John 
H.  Bryant  and  Harriet  E.,  his  wife.  They  sold  160  acres  to 
William  C.  Bryant  (the  famous  poet?)  in  1851  for  $200.  He 
sold  80  acres  in  1867  to  Dennis  Hayes  for  $2500.  Other 
owners  were  Albert  Lewis,  Eugene  Lewis  and  Anson  Smith. 

Robert  and  Ruth  Ediefson  are  the  parents  of  four  child- 
ren, Caria,  Connie,  Dale  and  Diane.  They  also  have  a  grand- 
child, Rebecca  Frankenfeld,  daughter  of  Connie. 

FRANK  DORAN  FAIVIILY 

James  Doran,  his  wife  and  children,  came  to  this  country 
from  Wexford  County,  Ireland  in  the  year  1855.  They  settled 
in  Wyoming,  N.  Y.  The  family  moved  in  1862,  to  a  farm  south 
of  Ohio. 

His  oldest  son,  IVIichael,  married  fvlafilda  Stofer  in  1871. 
Their  children  were:  Edward,  Rena,  Frank,  Edna,  Joseph  and 
William.  In  1863,  tVlichael  purchased  a  farm  four  miles  south- 
east of  Ohio  and  this  is  where  he  and  his  wife  raised  their 
family. 

Frank  Doran  (1880-1965)  was  born  in  Ohio  Township, 
where  he  farmed  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  In  1916,  he 
married  Rosetta  Hanson  (died  1963),  daughter  of  Frank  and 
IVIary  Lawless  Hanson  of  Princeton.  They  began  their  married 
life  on  a  farm  three  miles  southeast  of  Ohio,  purchased  in 
1915,  and  lived  on  the  same  farm  until  their  death.  Frank  and 
Rosetta  we.-'e  parents  of  three  children:  Wilma,  IVIargaret 
and  Francis  (died  on  his  seventeenth  birthday). 

Wilma  married  in  1940  to  Vincent  Egan  (died  1973).  He 
was  an  elevator  manager  and  later  owner  of  Fink  Motor 
Sales  in  Walnut.  In  1948,  they  purchased  the  V.  Pomeroy 
home  on  Lawn  Hill,  in  Ohio,  where  Wilma  still  resides.  They 
are  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Ann,  wife  of  John  O'Malley, 
who  lives  in  Buffalo  Grove,  III.,  with  their  children,  Sara  and 
Joseph. 

Margaret  married  Harold  Schneider,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Philomena  Schneider,  long-time  residents  of  Van  Orin 
Community,  having  farmed  southeast  of  town.  Harold 
resigned  as  manager  of  Van  Orin  Elevator  in  1954  to  take  over 
the  farming  operation  of  Frank  Doran  farm,  Frank  having 
retired.  The  Schneider  family  moved  from  Van  Orin  to  the 
farm  where  they  now  reside,  and  they  also  farm  the  Schneider 
farm  at  Van  Orin.  They  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Lynn 
F.  and  a  son,  David  D..  Lynn  and  her  husband,  James  Can- 
non, with  their  son,  Brian,  live  in  Naperville.  David  D.  and  his 
wife,  Lynda,  reside  in  Davenport,  Iowa. 

CHARLES  F.  ANDERSON 
Charles  F.  Anderson,  present  Mayor  of  Ohio,  Illinois, 
was  married  to  Bernice  Johnson  in  1925.  He  operated  a  store 
in  Ohio  until  1924,  and  then  engaged  in  farming  on  his  home 
farm,  presently  the  home  of  the  Martin  Muellers.  In  1947,  he 
moved  to  Ohio  to  the  home  formerly  occupied  by  his 
parents.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  six  children, 
two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  His  wife  passed  away  in  1966. 


Helen,  who  makes  her  home  with  her  father,  is  employed  at 
the  Dixon  Development  Center.  Wilma  is  a  nurse  and  working 
in  Michigan:  Thedores  (Ted)  is  employed  by  a  pharma- 
ceutical firm  and  lives  in  Yorkville,  III.  He  is  married  and  has 
two  children,  Richard  H.,  known  as  Father  Hugh,  is  a  Roman 
Catholic  Priest  at  Lisle,  Illinois  and  is  assistant  principal 
at  Benet  High  School. 

EDWARD  FRANCIS  DUFFY  FAMILY  RESUME 

John  Hannan  (1861-1933)  and  Bridget  Finn  (1862-1942), 
daughter  of  Bernard  Brian  Finn  and  Bridget  Shevlin  Finn  of 
Ohio  were  married  1893  in  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hannan 
farmed  their  entire  life  in  the  Ohio  area.  Four  children  were 
born  to  them.  Ellen  Pearl  Hannan  (Anderson)  was  born 
Sept.  19,  1896;  James  Francis  (Frank)  Hannan  was  born 
exactly  two  years  later,  Sept.  19,  1898;  Mary  Agnes  Hannan 
(Duffy)  (1901-1965);  Joseph  Bernard  Hannan  (1904-1963). 
The  two  brothers  farmed  together  and  Joe  also  owned  the 
Anderson  Hardware.  Frank  farmed  until  1974  when  he 
retired  to  live  in  Ohio  with  his  widowed  sister.  Pearl. 

Mary  Hannan  was  for  many  years  a  teacher  in  the 
one  room  country  schools  and  later  was  post  mistress  of  Ohio 
for  several  years  before  her  death. 

In  1938,  Mary  Hannan  married  Edwin  Francis  Duffy 
(1901-1968)  of  Dixon.  Edwin  Duffy  was  an  electrician  and  a 
custodian  for  the  Ohio  schools.  Later,  he  operated  Anderson 
Hardware,  and  was  also  a  member  of  the  Ohio  Grade  School 
Board,  and  both  he  and  Mary  were  members  of  the  Immacu- 
late Conception  Church.  One  of  the  greatest  legacies  Edwin 
and  Mary  Duffy  left  was  the  many  people  in  this  community 
who  speak  so  fondly  of  them  to  the  daughter-in-law andfive 
granddaughters  who  never  had  the  good  fortune  to  know  and 
love  Grandpa  and  Grandma  Duffy. 

The  Duffy's  became  the  parents  of  one  child,  Edward 
Francis  Duffy  in  1941.  "Duff"  as  he  has  been  known,  farmed 
with  his  uncle,  Frank  Hannan,  and  since  1971  has  been 
employed  by  Sisler's  Dairy  in  Ohio.  Duff  has  served  as  an 
Ohio  Volunteer  Fireman,  for  the  past  fourteen  years,  a 
member  of  the  Ohio  Grade  School  Board,  has  assisted  at 
football  and  basketball  games,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Ohio 
Booster  Club,  organized  in  1970. 

In  1968,  Edward  married  Rosemary  Kemper  (1939), 
West  Brooklyn. Rosemary,  a  graduate  of  Milton  College, 
Wisconsin,  taught  English  at  Paw  Paw  High  School,  Junior 
High  at  Kasbeer  the  first  year  of  their  marriage  and  has 
taught  catechism  classes  for  the  Immaculate  Conception 
Church  for  the  last  three  years.  Ed  and  Rosemary  Duffy 
are  the  parents  of  five  daughters:  Mary  Caroline.  1969  - 
Debra  Dorothy,  1970  -  Phyllis  Jeanne,  1971  -  Erin  Christine, 
1973  -  and  Megan  Joan,  1975. 

We  feel  very  fortunate  to  be  able  to  raise  our  children 
in  this  community  where  family  ties  predate  the  100  year 
anniversary  of  our  village. 


I  remember,  Mr.  McClarey,  the  milkman  who  drove  a 
white  horse  and  cart  and  stopped  in  front  of  the  house  to 
deliver  milk.  Mama  would  go  out  with  a  big  glass  pitcher  and 
I'd  go  along  carrying  a  tin  cup.  Mr.  McClarey  would  measure 
out  the  milk  with  a  long  handled  dipper  from  a  five  gallon 
can  into  the  quart  measuring  pitcher  and  then  pour  some  in 
my  cup.  That  was  a  big  thrill  for  me.  Sometimes  Mama 
wouldn't  let  me  take  my  cup,  and  Mr.  McClarey  would 
say,  "Tomorrow  morning  you  bring  your  cup' . 

The  Yepson  '  s  from  the  country,  Andrew  Jackson,  Henry 
Jackson,  Horace  Morse,  Cappy  Balcom,  George  Jackson  and 
Pomeroys  also  delivered  milk.  Some  country  ladies  brought 
home  churned  butter  in  gallon  crocks  and  sold  it  to  the  gro- 
cery stores.  We  could  purchase  this  by  the  pound. 

By  Clella  Corbin  Johnson 


KASBEER 


EARLY  VIEW  OF  MAIN  STREET,  KASBEER 


History  books  give  little  recognition  to  the  small  towns 
that  are  so  important  to  our  heritage.  The  memories  of  a  few 
remaining  descendants  help  us  find  an  interesting  town  of 
Kasbeer.  We  owe  a  great  deal  to  the  notes  and  writings  of 
Mrs.  Nettie  Vickrey.  The  following  is  a  story  of  the  important 
activities  which  happened  in  the  town  and  community. 

The  Illinois  Valley  Northern  railroad  was  built  in  1887. 
The  railroad  entered  the  county  in  the  southeast  corner  of 
Hall  Township  and  ran  in  a  northwesterly  direction  to  Walnut. 
The  Chicago,  Burlington,  Quincy  railroad,  of  which  this 
was  a  branch,  had  hopes  of  Kasbeer  becoming  an  industrial 
center.  The  railroad  built  the  depot,  stock  yards  and  section 
house.  Two  side  tracks  were  laid,  one  for  passing  trains, 
the  other  for  loading  livestock,  lumber  and  grain.  E.  C. 
Weldon  was  the  first  depot  agent.  The  first  section  foreman 
was  Richard  Gorman  of  Ohio,  a  position  he  held  until  1902, 
followed  by  George  Frank.  The  next  foremen  were  George's 
sons,  first  Ralph  and  then  Walter  in  1919. 
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DINKY 
Picture   taken    1947   of   the   Dinky    in    Kasbeer.    It 
came  into  town  at  exactly  11:40  each  day.  There 
being  no  turn  table  in   Kasbeer,  the  Dinky  either 
backed  to  or  from  Kasbeer. 

In  1888,  the  Village  of  Kasbeer  was  platted  on  the  Sum- 
ner Kasbeer  farm.  The  village  was  named  for  his  father, 
Johnnie,  who  was  origmai  owner  of  ;he  land.  Sumner  sold 
lots  with  the  provision  that  there  never  be  any  taverns 
in  the  town.  He  also  arranged  a  building  for  the  post  office 
and  a  store.  The  first  postmaster  was  Mr.  Weldon  followed  by 
Mr.  Hamner.  Mr.  Sumner  Kasbeer  was  postmaster  from  1896 
to  1901.  William  Brokaw,  one  of  the  first  citizens  of  Kas- 
beer, was  appointed  postmaster  in  1901  with  his  wife  as- 
sisting. The  Brokaw 's  daughter  was  the  first  baby  born  in 
the  town.  Mr.  Brokaw  was  manager  of  the  elevator  built  in 
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1890-1891.  The  elevator  was  built  by  J.  N.  Doel  Association 
and  was  operated  by  James  Ennes  of  Princeton.  The  capacity 
was  25,000  bushel  of  grain,  and  it  handled  465  carloads  of 
grain.  The  elevator  burned  several  years  later  due  to  an 
electrical  storm. 

Some  of  the  first  residences  built  were  those  of  Harry 
Campbell,  telegraph  operator,  James  McGonigle,  Sr.,  Dr. 
Willey  and  Mr.  McGreedy.  The  doctor's  office  was  built 
in  1890,  and  Dr.  Howard  was  the  doctor  from  1890-1899. 
Through  the  years  Dr.  Clausen  and  Dr.  Russell  served  the 
needs  of  the  ill. 

A.  M.  Smith  built  a  home  in  1892  and  purchased  the 
former  general  store  in  Limerick.  He  moved  this  store  to 
Kasbeer  and  enlarged  it.  Three  years  later,  he  was  joined 
by  his  brothers,  John  and  George,  and  his  father,  D.  P. 
Smith.  This  business  grew  into  a  large  business  specializing 
in  farm  machinery.  Smith  Bros,  and  Co.  was  known  through- 
out the  State  of  Illinois.  In  1895,  the  firm  constructed  a  bank- 
ing system,  a  branch  of  The  Farmer's  National.  The  firm  of 
Smith  Bros,  was  dissolved  in  1906.  John  Davis  erected  a 
building  and  continued  the  banking  system  and  sold  coal. 

In  1902,  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  of  Limerick 
was  torn  down,  and  the  lumber  and  bricks  salvaged  were 
brought  to  Kasbeer.  The  land  for  the  church  and  parsonage 
was  donated  by  Sumner  Kasbeer  and  his  wife.  This  land 
was  valued  at  two  hundred  dollars.  The  building  progressed 
slowly  but  could  be  used  by  November  15,  1902. 

George  Sowers  built  his  blacksmith  shop  in  1892,  and 
retired  from  active  business  in  1935.  The  creamery,  which 
operated  for  several  years,  was  well  known  for  its  homemade 


cheese.  In  1894,  the  first  barber  shop  was  operated  by  A. 
L.  Wolf.  The  last  barber  in  town  was  Jake  Beaber,  who  served 
customers  from  many  areas.  Jake  is  retired  and  living  in 
Walnut. 

This  same  year,  1894,  the  residents  of  Kasbeer  and  com- 
munity were  thrilled  when  Aaron  Smith  and  Sumner  Kas- 
beer built  a  public  hail.  This  hall  was  used  for  social  oc- 
casions, roller  skating,  and  dances.  After  four  years  of  use, 
it  was  torn  down  and  rebuilt  for  Smith  Bros,  store. 

W.  C.  Brokaw  erected  a  two  story  building  in  which  he 
and  his  son,  Edgar,  operated  a  grocery  store.  He  also  had  a 
grocery  store  on  wheels  and  sold  groceries  in  the  country. 
The  lower  part  of  the  store  was  sold  to  the  Modern  Woodman 
and  was  known  as  Woodman  Hall. 

Several  more  homes  were  moved  from  Limerick  and  are 
presently  being  used.  In  1904,  the  population  of  Kasbeer 
was  105.  The  Victor  Enbom  Livery  Stable  was  quite  an 
attraction.  Victor's  beautiful  sleigh  bells  came  from  his 
native  country,  Sweden.  A.  G.  Mayne  was  a  breeder  of  good 
horses. 

In  1906,  W.  C.  Riley  bought  the  Smith  Bros,  businesses. 
This  was  a  large  store  and  was  known  as  a  general  store, 
tin  and  plumbing  shop,  harness  shop,  and  Riley's  Garage 
and  Car  Dealer.  The  bank  was  called  Riley's  Bank.  After 
Mr.  Riley's  death  in  1923,  the  lumber  business  was  sold  to 
Davis  from  Princeton,  the  implement  business  went  to  S.  L. 
Bradley  and  Son's,  and  George  Latta  bought  the  general 
store.  A  fire,  December  3,  1925,  destroyed  all  the  buildings 
and  merchandise. 

Mr.  Rebe  Anderson  was  a  cement  blockmaker.  Mc- 
Gonigle  Bros,  operated  a  meat  market  and  grocery  store; 
they  also  had  a  country  wagon  store  on  wheels.  The  men  of 
Kasbeer  enjoyed  a  pool  hall  for  many  years. 

Joseph  Brown  had  a  butcher  and  grocery  store.  Cyrus 
Brown,  son  of  Joseph,  is  presently  running  a  grocery  store, 
and  Gail,  his  wife,  is  acting  postmaster  in  the  same  building. 

Jacob  Minter  was  the  first  Negro  in  town.  He  served  as 
a  barber,  and  his  shop  was  located  near  the  W.  Townsend 
building.  He  will  be  remembered  by  many  as  one  of  the  best 
horse  breakers  in  the  county.  He  was  a  great  lover  of  horses 
and  always  guaranteed  them  for  safe  driving.  Jake  later 
moved  to  Ohio  where  he  resided  until  his  death. 

In  1898,  a  one  room  school,  located  a  mile  northeast 
of  Kasbeer,  known  as  the  Belle  School  was  moved  to  town. 
The  following  year  an  addition  was  built  making  it  a  two  room 
school.  During  the  school  year  1917-1918,  School  District 
No.   24  of  Ohio  Township,   known  as   the  George   Matson 
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District,  voted  to  consolidate  with  District  No.  23.  A  building, 
located  east  of  the  grade  school,  was  remodeled  for  a  high 
school.  The  first  teachers  of  the  new  district  were  Mrs.  Edna 
Clark,  Miss  Harriet  Wray,  and  Miss  Jessie  Cook.  After  a 
few  years  the  high  school  was  discontinued;  the  pupils  had 
a  choice  for  many  years  of  attending  either  Ohio  or  Princeton 
High  School.  In  recent  years  a  new  gym  and  classroom  were 
built  where  the  high  school  once  stood. 

The  Mecent  Kasbeer  Farmers  Elevator  was  organized 
in  1912.  This  is  now  operated  under  the  name  "Kasbeer 
Farmers  Elevator"  with  many  farmers  as  stockholders.  The 
elevator  is  equipped  to  dry  and  store  grain,  and  grind  and 
sell  feed.  The  grain  is  now  hauled  by  truck. 

Kasbeer  is  noted  for  its  celebrations.  A  Farmer's 
Institute  was  held  each  year  from  1915  to  1923.  This  was 
organized  by  the  farmers  and  attended  by  people  from  miles 
around.  People  still  talk  about  the  large  parades  and  their 
wonderful  band.  Mr.  Ferguson  was  the  band  leader  and 
members  were  A.  M.  Smith,  Guy  Kasbeer,  Geo.  Schafer, 
Harry  Paden,  Roy  Matson,  Sumner  Kasbeer,  D.  E.  Smith 
and  Ralph  Kasbeer. 

The  free  Chautauqua  was  organized  by  F.  Baylis,  pastor 
of  the  church.  This  was  one  of  the  greatest  social  events  ever 
held  in  Kasbeer.  The  Chautauqua  gave  performances  six 
afternoons  and  evenings  a  week.  This  was  held  under  a  large 
tent  and  was  filled  to  capacity  for  all  performances.  The  free 
Chautauqua  was  the  greatest  in  the  United  States  and  was 
operated  for  ten  years. 

The  race  track  on  the  Ross  farm,  wnere  Hay  Phillips 
lives,  was  another  source  of  entertainment.  People  tell  about 
the  race  cars  they  built;  and  many,  who  were  children  at 
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the  time,  tell  of  racing  ttieir  ponies.  Probably  the  most 
memorable  event  was  the  Fourth  of  July  Rodeo.  The  rodeo 
was  from  Texas  and  the  merchants  from  Ohio  furnished 
the  fireworks.  The  race  track  was  closed  after  a  few  years, 
a  disappointment  to  all.  The  judges  stand  stood  for  a  number 
of  years:  to  many  of  us  it  was  a  symbol  of  entertainment 
we  wished  for. 

Mr.  Marion  Lund  ran  a  garage  for  years.  The  farmers 
depended  on  "Hooky",  as  he  was  called,  for  many  jobs. 
Mr.  Lund  was  also  bus  driver  and  took  special  care  of  the  bus. 

Mary  Pickup  was  the  postmaster  from  1925  until  she 


retired  in   1961.    In   1918,    Mary  moved  from   Limerick  to  a 
house  in  Kasbeer  where  she  is  still  residing. 

In  the  early  history  of  Kasbeer,  we  find  that  the  rail- 
road dug  a  well  twenty  feet  in  diameter  and  eighty  feet 
deep.  It  was  located  across  the  tracks  and  west  of  the  depot. 
The  water  was  for  use  in  their  locomotives  for  steam.  It  was 
found  to  be  a  foamy  consistency  and  would  not  steam,  only 
foamed.  The  water  presented  a  problem  to  the  farmers 
also,  as  it  would  only  foam  in  the  steam  engines  they  used  for 
threshing.  The  farmers  found  that  by  mixing  castor  oil  with 
the  water  they  could  get  steam.  Eventually  the  well  was 
abandoned  and  filled  with  dirt.  The  dream  of  an  industrial 
center  would  only  be  a  memory. 

Kasbeer  Church  was  fortunate  in  having  four  women  in 
the  church  organizations  who  were  old-fashioned  quilters. 
They  decided  to  pay  off  a  church  debt  by  quilting.  These 
ladies  were  Mrs.  Emily  Chjids,  Mrs.  Allison  Wilson,  Mrs. 
Mary  J.  Pickup  and  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Townsend.  They  worked 
faithfully  and  in  five  years  quilted  150  quilts.  Notes  were 
paid  off  one  by  one  until  they  were  fully  paid,  $800  in  all. 
(Information  from  "One  Hundred  Twenty  Five  Year  History 
of  Kasbeer  Church"). 

February  13,  1903:  Rabbit  hunt  at  Kasbeer:  Guy  Kas- 
beer ' s  team  got  1 44  and  Townsends  got  1 04. 


LIMERICK 


Limerick  was  once  an  active  little  settlement  in  part  of 
Dover  and  a  small  edge  of  Ohio  townships.  It  was  platted 
on  the  farm  of  George  Limerick,  the  founder  of  the  town, 
and  from  whom  it  took  its  name  in  1857. 

William  C.  Willey,  the  oldest  settler,  came  here  from  the 
state  of  Ohio,  with  his  wife,  in  a  covered  wagon.  Hardships 
and  sadness  were  often  a  part  of  the  life  of  the  early  pioneers. 
The  Willeys '  had  seven  children,  and  one  child  died  enroute 
to  Illinois.  Limerick  was  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willeys'  permanent 
home:  here  they  celebrated  their  72nd  wedding  anniversary. 
By  trade,  Mr.  Willey  was  a  tax  collector,  a  wagon  maker 
and  constable.  At  one  time  their  home  was  the  site  of  the  local 
post  office.  The  post  office  was  discontinued  in  1892,  and 
Mr.  Moses  Wallace  carried  mail  from  Limerick  to  the  Ohio 
Post  Office. 

In  1838,  religious  groups  were  holding  meetings  in  their 
homes.  The  people  came  from  Ohio  and  north  of  Princeton. 
The  little  group  of  perhaps  twelve  members  often  met  at  the 
Robert  Limerick  home.  The  church  of  1850  was  built  on  the 
land  owned  by  Robert  Limerick.  In  1851,  George  and  Lu- 
cretia  Limerick  deeded  to  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church 
two  addtional  lots  to  be  used  for  church  purposes.  Robert 
and  Rebecca  Limerick  deeded  in  1862,  the  land  for  the 
cemetery:  it  was  called  Limerick  Cemetery  and  is  still  in  use. 

Under  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  Gray,  who  was  also  a  phy- 
sician, the  second  church  was  built,  due  to  the  increase  in 
the  congregation.  The  building  was  erected  in  the  fall  of 
1859  and  spring  of  1860.  There  were  many  people  in  the 
community  who  attended  worship  services,  especially  when 
the  Temperance  speaker  was  in  the  pulpit.  In  1869,  the  inside 
of  the  church  was  remodeled  and  new  pews  were  added.  A 
new  organ  was  purchased  to  add  beauty  and  deeper  worship 
in  the  service.  This  caused  dissension  in  the  congregation 
as  many  of  the  members  believed  the  organ  to  be  an  instru- 
ment of  the  devil.  The  congregation  voted,  in  1900  or  1901, 
to  rebuild  the  church  in  Kasbeer  because  the  railroad  was 
building  its  tracks  through  there.  Dr.  Bolton  was  the  minister 
and  physician  from  1887  to  1892. 

The  Pickups  settled  in  Limerick  in  1864  and  later  came 
the  Townsends,  Sargents,  Redon  Sargents,  Forneys,  Wal- 
laces, Browns  and  Levi  Hansel.  The  population  for  a  few 
years  was  around  69. 

The  Limerick  school  house  was  built  in  1880  and  later 
the  pupils  attended  school  in  Kasbeer.  The  land  was  pur- 


chased in  1963  by  Richard  Ohison,  and  the  school  was  torn 
down. 

Perhaps  more  important  than  mere  dates  are  the  mem- 
ories of  those  Pioneer  families  who  are  living  in  the  Ohio, 
Kasbeer,  Limerick  area.  To  them,  we  are  grateful  for  sharing 
information  and  interesting  reminders  of  the  past.  Just 
listening  to  Mary  Pickup  and  Marcia  Willey  visit  one  after- 
noon, we  relived  the  past  as  they  spoke  of  the  general  store, 
cider  mill,  Clydesdale  horses,  parades,  box  and  pie 
socials,  and  skating  and  bobsled  parties.  Fashions  of  both 
men  and  women  furnished  backgrounds  for  even  this  day 
and  age.  Uncle  Edmund  Pickup  wasn't  too  far  out  of  style 
with  his  bobbed  hair  and  earrings. 

Although  wood  was  plentiful,  it  was  considered  a 
treasured  commodity,  and  was  used  in  building  homes, 
schools,  churches,  barns,  shops  and  beautiful  picket  fences. 
Firewood  for  heat  and  the  wood  for  constructing  tools  and 
simple  farm  machinery  were  very  important.  The  com- 
munity Christmas  tree  was  made  from  a  large  stick  whittled 
from  a  tree,  holes  were  drilled,  and  branches  of  evergreen 
were  fitted  in  to  form  the  tree.  The  decorations  were  made 
by  people  in  the  community  and  were  pleasing  to  everyone. 
A  community  oyster  supper  at  the  church  was  a  Christmas 
for  young  and  old  to  remember. 

The  hammer  rang  with  a  sharp  clang  as  it  struck  the 
anvil  and  the  bellows  fanned  the  coals:  this  was  the  busy 
blacksmith  shop  of  William  Townsend.  He  was  located  in  the 
part  of  Limerick  in  Ohio  township.  Mr.  Townsend  was  a 
generous  and  friendly  man.  He  was  forever  inventing  gad- 
gets, making  and  giving  them  away.  Many  are  in  existence 
today. 

For  his  daughter,  he  made  a  curling  iron:  when  heated 
on  the  front  of  the  stove  and  applied  to  her  hair  it  made 
attractive  curls.  His  son,  Anthony,  carried  a  small  pair  of 
pinchers,  a  hanay  little  tool,  all  through  the  Civil  War.  The 
pinchers  were  given  to  his  granddaughter,  and  her  son  is 
the  proud  owner  of  them  today.  Mr.  Townsend  used  his 
skill  in  the  construction  of  toys,  such  as  a  bank,  a  doll  cradle, 
firm  stool  also  a  grab  (for  the  bucket  that  hung  in  the  well). 
It  has  been  told  that  Mr.  Townsend  helped  Mr.  Lincoln  with 
his  horse  as  he  was  traveling  to  Galena. 

With  the  coming  of  the  railroad  and  nearness  to  Prince- 
ton, Ohio  and  Kasbeer,  the  Village  of  Limerick  gradually 
disappeared.  However,  the  wonderful  memories  and  spirit 
shall  always  live. 
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